
 

Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel 
Parish Council 

 

 

PARISH MEETING at 6.00pm 
Monday 14th March 2022 at Ashton Hayes Primary School  

 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Cllr Dossett – Chairperson 

Cllr Rounthwaite 
Cllr Colville (virtually) 

Cllr Varey 
Cllr Marshall 

Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 8 
 
PARISH MEETING 
Local organisations were invited to attend and report on their organisation. The reports below are 
printed verbatim from the documents received. 
 
GOLDEN LION COMMUNITY HUB COMMITTEE – report prepared by Hugo Deynem 
 
The Ashton Hayes Community Hub Committee have been busy despite restrictions caused by the 
pandemic for another year.  
 
The Golden Lion was relisted as an ACV on the 29th April 2021 and the subsequent moratorium 
was triggered and ran its course concluding 6 months later. A formal offer of £342,000 was 
submitted under the moratorium via the then selling agents Wright Marshall. The owner within the 
same week then de-instructed Wright Marshall and appointed a new agent in BA Commercial of 
Chester. Our formal offer was then resubmitted to BA Commercial. 
 
Following a Sandstone ‘Ward Walk’ in 2021 with the CEO of CWaC, Andrew Lewis, on which one 
of the issues discussed was the Golden Lion, a specific point of contact in the Deputy Chief 
Executive, Communities, Environment, Economy was arranged to oversee CWaC’s role in the 
project.  
 
A number of constructive and supportive meetings with CWaC have followed. Cheshire West and 
Chester Council have now revisited our request for a Compulsory Purchase Order on the pub and 
have now formally agreed to pursue a CPO if no other sale agreement can be reached with the 
owner. 
 
This has allowed the CBS to formally request a meeting with the new agents selling the Golden 
Lion (BA Commercial) on behalf of the owner and quoting the fact that a CPO is now a publicly 
confirmed option to acquire the pub for community ownership and use. We are currently awaiting 
a response to this request. 
 
In relation to funding, a submission to Central Government’s Community Ownership Fund (COF) 
was submitted late in 2021. Unfortunately, this was unsuccessful, and the second round of 
applications has been rescheduled whilst the fund undergoes a review of the criteria applicants 
should fulfil as many others were also unsuccessful in the first round of bids. We have been  
  



encouraged to apply again when the next round of funding is opened and bids are able to be 
submitted. This fund has the potential to grant up to £250,000 for projects wishing to retain 
community assets such as village pubs.  
 
The committee are continuing their work to return The Golden Lion back to its former glory and 
we will continue to keep you updated with progress as it happens.  The best way to follow 
progress is via our Facebook Page but if you would like to receive email notifications let us know 
and we will add you to our list.   Contact details are: 
 

goldenlionashtonhayes@btinternet.com 
facebook.com/TheGoldenLionAshtonHayes 

 
CWAC SANDSTONE WARD BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT– report prepared by Hugo 
Deynem 
 
Although dominated for a second year by the Covid 19 pandemic, services at Cheshire West and 
Chester have continued in a relatively normal fashion.  All council meetings were held online until 
late in 2021, where the First Full Council was held to discuss the imposition of Garden Waste 
collection charges on residents was debated, this was held at Chester Race Course to facilitate 
social distancing. 
 
As in the previous year a number of front-line staff were (and still are in some cases) moved to fill 
Covid related roles for the Council, this in turn has affected some services, waste collection was 
hard hit early on due to staff absences and planning decision timings have also been adversely 
affected.   
 
The Council was given the task of distributing numerous Government Grants to those in need and 
CWaC officers stepped up to the plate and were able to do this very promptly and efficiently, they 
also organized many other forms of assistance for local residents who were shielding throughout 
the year as did so many community groups.  I would like to pass my thanks and congratulations 
on to those groups and individuals in our community who put their head above the parapet to 
assist others in such a selfless way once again.   
 
As always, the financial situation is forefront for everything that a Local Authority does, that said, 
LA’s have been helped by considerable Conservative government grants, though none the less it is 
very likely that maximum Council Tax rises will once again be brought in by CWaC. 
 
The new chargeable Garden Waste collection service is now going live and residents wishing to 
retain a Green Waste collection must now register online with CWaC and pay an annual charge of 
£40 per bin per year. It has also been announced recently that a charge will also be required for 
some items being disposed of at Household Waste Recycling Centres. The possibility for increased 
fly tipping may become a more likely as an unintended consequence of these policy decisions. 
 
With the aim of bringing the often-shared challenges faced by residents across the Sandstone 
Ward together I initiated the new Sandstone PC’s Forum which will allow the 6 Parish Councils 
across the Ward to come together to discuss shared issues. Where collective objectives are agreed 
this process will allow a joint approach to identifying possible solutions and give weight to our 
‘collective’ PC’s voices when lobbying and working with stakeholders such as the Borough Council.  
 
Road safety continues to be a common theme and I was happy to support Ashton Hayes’ bid to 
the PCC’s speed camera trial and hope this is both successful and able to be shared more widely 
across the Sandstone Ward.  
 
I look forward to working with you all in the coming year and thank you for your support and 
engagement throughout 2021. 
 



ASHTON HAYES PRIMARY SCHOOL – report prepared and presented by Jon Gilbert 
 
Headteacher Jon Gilbert reported on the following activities that the Primary School had 
undertaken within the last 12 months:-  

 Focus on Mental health and well-being – Forest school, yurt installed 
 E-safety workshops for KS2 children  
 Residential Days for the children – Alderford Y5&6, Tattenhall Y3, 4&5, YR,1,2 – school 

field. 
 Weaver Museum 
 Headteacher appointed in June 21. 
 Staff training, Elklan, Outdoors,  Mental health 1st Aid, Millie’s Trust MH, Maths,  
 22 new reception children joined in September 21, taking total number of children to 137 
 Ashton Altogether 
 Quiz night, film night, disco,  
 Cycle to school, Goshawk– October  
 Chester Zoo trip – November 
 After school clubs, sporting, Digital, dance, Lego- link to the church, 
 Charity events: Save the Family, Elf Run- £1900 
 Christmas Carol Service and Nativity 

 
ASHTON HAYES WI – report prepared and presented by Liz Weston 
Along with most of the organisations in the community, our regular meetings and activities didn’t 
really get back to running again properly, until the latter part of 2021. 
 
One of the biggest changes to our WI lives, was the change of venue for our monthly meetings. 
After quite a few years of using the Parish Rooms as our regular venue, we decided - because of 
the Covid situation - that the Parish Rooms weren’t large enough to be able to socially distance 
adequately and so we made the very difficult decision to move to the newly refurbished facilities 
at St John’s. 
 
Another rather sad thing that happened, was the permanent closure of the WI residential college 
in Oxfordshire, which had provided some of our members with happy memories of breaks away, 
learning new skills. This has been replaced by an online facility called Denman at Home, which 
makes learning new crafts, listening to travel talks, cookery classes and much more, available to 
many more members and non-members alike, at a very reasonable cost.  Details of this are on 
our WI Notice Board, outside the Community Shop. 
 
We are continuing to help local organisations financially if any material items are required for the 
efficient running of their organisations, using the money we received from the sale of the WI Hall 
some years ago.  Our most recent request is to help fund the film that is being made, in 
conjunction with the Primary School, to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II. 
 
We recently planted a small tree near to the WI Hall Commemorative Stone, which is situated in 
the grounds of St John’s, close by the War Memorial. It was suggested by our National Federation, 
that each WI should plant a tree, to help climate change and to encourage wildlife. We felt that a 
small, ornamental tree would be appropriate and a weeping cotoneaster was chosen. 
 
We have a full programme of speakers booked for the rest of the year and have plans for 



attending courses locally, along with outings and meals out. We’ve also been able to welcome 
quite a few guests to our meetings over the past eighteen months, some of whom have already 
joined as members and some who have plans to join shortly. 
 
We will be celebrating our centenary in 2023 and it’s hope that we can publish a book which gives 
the history of Ashton Hayes WI and the role that it’s played in the community over the last 
hundred years - we think that people will be surprised to read about our achievements and maybe 
see the WI movement as a whole in a different light. The future is looking good. 
 
ASHTON HAYES SPORTS AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION– 
The Pavilion, Ashton Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8AA 

 
Who are we? 
AHSRA is a registered charity, and not for profit company run by volunteers which aims to provide 
sports and recreation facilities for all ages in the local community. 
 
We continue to manage the facility to a very high standard. The children’s playground, as well as 
the field and circular hard surfaced footpath, are being really well used by the local residents of all 
ages benefiting the health and wellbeing of all. 
 
What is AHSRA doing? 
These are much loved amenities, which we think it’s fair to say, became a vital asset for the 
community during the lockdown. 
The pandemic has restricted the way in which the pavilion and field has been operated. Run by 
volunteers, the pavilion cafe operated on a takeaway basis as and when Covid allowed, and the 
number of football fixtures played was reduced through the Covid outbreaks. 
 
‘Pavement Parking’ on Ashton Lane causing obstruction to pedestrians continues to be a concern 
at peak times. AHSRA displays No Parking cones on Ashton Lane during periods of high occupancy 
and this appears to be having some effect. 
 
Despite the new signage and articles in Around Ashton, dog fouling continues to be an issue, 
though we are seeing some improvement. 
 
Much of the playground equipment is now 10 years old and involve wooden legs embedded into 
the ground. We continue with annual professional health and safety inspections which indicate 
they are in good condition and another 10 years life expectancy would appear to be a reasonable 
estimate in planning future reinvestment schedules. The Trustees have put in place a reserves 
policy with the aim of providing immediate funding for the removal and replacement of one major 
piece of play equipment, when necessary, without first requiring a delay for fund raising. 
 
We were fortunate to receive Covid Support Grants from CWaC and have continued to receive 
support from both the Parish Council and the Carbon Energy Company. 
 
Trustees have indicated support for a grant funding application, should this be necessary, to 
support local community events with the purchase of gazebo / tents. 
 



Further Community Engagements 
 
AHSRA welcomes any ideas for initiatives from the local community to help seed sports activity in 
our community. 
 
AHSRA longer term developments 
a) Children’s Play area surface 
The children’s play area has a woodchip safety surface which was replenished by a team of 
volunteers. This surface needs regular maintenance to redistribute it and is prone to honey fungus 
infestation which was recently treated. A wet–pour synthetic rubber surface is being considered 
for key areas of the playground. This would require the removal and disposal of the wood 
chippings with 30 cm groundworks preparation. 
AHSRA are considering this for the future, possibly in the first case, for the under-swing area. 
 
b) Multi Activity Games Area. 
AHSRA continue to consider a grant funding application for the development of a small Multi 
Activity Games Area (16 m x 9 m all-weather 5-a-side football or basketball pitch with 2 metres+ 
high catch fencing.) for use by the local community. This would require planning consent in line 
with the Deed of Dedication for the site. 
 
Village Events 
As mentioned in last June’s report AHSRA and the school PTFA combined forces and held an 
“ASHTON ALTOGETHER” event on the field last September. This proved very successful thanks to 
the lovely weather and a lot of hard work. 
 
We look forward to the Queens Jubilee Celebrations in June. Both the Beacon Lighting on 
Thursday 2nd and the Main Jubilee Event on Sunday 5th will be held on the AHSRA Playing Field 
 
ASHTON HAYES AND MOULDSWORTH VILLAGE HALL – report prepared by Martin Colville. 
 
Like all Village facilities I am sure we will have faced issues, difficulties and strangely positives 
during this extended Covid Pandemic period. 
 

Since the last report the Trustees have been delighted that where possible we have continued to 
provide the Hall to the regular users. We extend our sincere thanks to all the individuals who book 
the Hall and put on activities for the benefit of everyone of all ages living in the Ashton Hayes 
Community. 
 
Likewise we are grateful to the Ashton Hayes Parish Council and Cheshire West and Chester 
Council for their support. 
 
We know that this service has been impacted over the past 24 months and we hope the easing of 
restrictions will enable the Hall to offer everything that is required. 
 
We have still been able to offer with varying degrees of delay and postponement, Janis Anderson 
Dancing School for both the young and old (maybe I should say the more mature). Fitness 
Classes, Yoga, Children’s Groups and Activities, Two fabulous Choirs, Ashton Sings and the 
Kelsborrow Choir. The Badminton Club,  
 



All this could not have happened without the generous support of the Users and Gillian Forgrave 
who keeps the Hall in pristine condition. 
 
We look forward to the time when the Village starts to use the Hall for the traditional one off 
activities once the Covid restrictions are removed in a way that individuals and groups feel 
confident enough to book and use the Hall for gatherings that are of real benefit to individuals, 
families, groups and the local Community. 
 
PCSO – report prepared and presented by Vicky Edwards PC 37022 #, Helsby, Elton and Gowy 
Beat Manager 
 
Firstly, I would like to introduce myself, PC 37022 Vicky Edwards. I am your local Beat Manager 
for the area. I work closely with your local PCSO, Debbie Netherton, surrounding Beat Managers 
and PCSCOs for the rural side of the county. I am managed by Sergeant Andy Davies and 
Inspector Darren Griffiths.  
 
I have worked in Policing for coming up 15 years. 
 
Debbie is holding her surgeries for members of the community to attend twice a month, usually 
held at The Recreation Area in and around the Pavillion Café. Both face-to-face and virtual 
meetings for now. These are advertised on Kingsley and Gowy Police Facebook.  
 
We continue with Operation Shield. Where crimes such as burglaries take place, we hand out DNA 
Selector kits free to the victims and surrounding households. Those that register under the 
Neighbour Hood Watch Scheme (previously known as Homewatch) can get these kits free also.  
 

 
 
Road safety activities will continue on a regular basis with the assistance of Officers on motorbikes 
and the Yellow Camera Van. Road safety engagement is advertised through the Facebook 
account. Vehicles caught speeding are dealt with via the central ticket office.  
 
Residents Voice – for the community to have their say online. 
 
Looking forward to meeting you all 
 
ASH-WORTH TIME BANK - prepared by Phillip Goodall, Chair of Trustees, presented by Kate 
Harrison 
 
As our prime purpose involves combating social isolation in the rural community, job exchanges, 
and linking people together, we have had to suspend some of our activities (and adjust others) 
during the pandemic. None-the-less we have been busy operating in a safe manner and within 



Government guidelines. 
 
We have remained in touch with members via telephone, email and socially distanced visits. 
Befriending in these ways is invaluable especially for members forced to shield or isolate. 
 
Our members have attended French classes and Tai Chi although these activities are not now 
organised directly by the Time Bank. Likewise with Assisted Shopping where some of our 
members are still prominent. 
 
The 'Remember When? Keeping History Alive', Group has been sharing interesting memories 
online and by telephone. We hope this Group will be closely involved in the Queen's Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations, with other members contributing in several different ways.   
 
Some members have made greeting cards and knitted items which people have loved to purchase, 
and thus enhanced our finances. 
 
The Tuesday 'Walking for Health' Group continues to be very popular. Goodly numbers of people 
meet regularly to enjoy either walking round the Recreation Field or a longer walk in and around 
the villages, now rounded off with refreshments in the Pavilion. 
 
The Saturday Walking Group has been meeting once per month, enjoying a pub meal after each 
ramble.        
 
We have held Boules 'taster' sessions and are now encouraging players to join us on Friday and 
Saturday afternoons during April and May. Hopefully, the Boules court will then become well-used 
thanks to the pioneering work of the Time Bank. 
 
Our Social Group meets on alternate Tuesday afternoons in the Church building when we play 
table-top games, have an activity, quiz or guest speaker, or go out to dine together. A varied and 
interesting programme is in place and much appreciated by those who attend. Excellent 
refreshments are served at each meeting, all for the bargain price of £2 per session! 
 
At the present moment some of us are engaging with a Time Bank UK initiative which encourages 
exercise and good health resulting in new members joining, along with some grant money coming 
our way!   
The Friday Luncheon has just restarted in the Pavilion, every other week. Numbers strictly limited.   
 
Looking to the future we will look at remodelling our Project in light of what we have all 
experienced over the past two or three years. It is hoped that there will be a safe and effective 
return to our basic function of Job Exchanges. Different ways will be investigated to facilitate, 
including a Time Bank UK online method. Similarly we will try to resurrect our Parish Rooms library 
and craft sessions.    
 
We hope to be fully involved with other village groups in making the Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations a resounding success. After that has happened in June we intend to hold fund-raising 
events in order to finance the Time Bank, events which can be supported and enjoyed by all the 
people of this wonderful community. 
 
  



COMMUNITY SHOP – prepared by Lisa presented by Kate Harrison 
 
Ashton Hayes And Mouldsworth Community has now been established in the Village as a 
successful Community Enterprise for 12 years.  
 
Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Community Shop was established as a Community Benefit Society. 
This enables us to donate some of the surplus generated to other groups that will benefit the 
community.  
 
Last year at our AGM we were able to report a healthy profit for the Financial year 20/21 and as 
such we were able to donate just under £5000 to local Community Groups including:-  
 Ashton Hayes and Mouldworth Village Hall - £1500 towards the development of a new 

Storage Facility. 
 Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation Association – £900 to purchase a set of Blinds for the 

Pavillion windows 
 ASHWORTH Timebank – £300 to purchase Craft Materials and Two sets of Boules to be 

used at Members activity groups  
 Ashton Hayes Parochial Church Council - £600 to purchase equipment for the newly 

installed kitchenette at St Johns church  
 Ashton Hayes Primary Scholl PTFA - £1585 to purchase new play equipment to encourage 

Social interaction 
 

We were also able to invest in further improvements to our own facilities, including redecoration 
of shop floor, Replacement of the front door, Replacement of the main chiller unit and purchase of 
the front canopy to the premises. 
 
One of the reasons that a community shop can succeed where an existing business may not be 
viable is that by staffing the store with volunteers, our overheads are kept to a minimum. We 
have a team of over 50 volunteers who donate their time to work in the shop providing a variety 
of tasks from cleaning, general maintenance, bookkeeping, accountancy and customer service.  
Some of our volunteers donate their time regularly, some may provide specialist support just 
when required (e.g. building our new Vegetable store). 
 
The store is operational for 64 hours per week which ideally would require staff cover for 135 
hours. We only employ 73 hours per week which means that we regularly have at least 62 hours 
of volunteer support at the shop each week. Recruiting new volunteers remains a challenge, and 
we are always keen to welcome new volunteers. 
 
ASHTON HAYES COMMUNITY ENERGY - report prepared by Roy Alexander. 
 
Activities 2021/22 
We gave eight presentations to community groups and other organisations in Cheshire, Shropshire 
and as far afield as Finland and the USA. We also gave media interviews in advance of the COP26 
meeting in Glasgow, which two of us attended, to Japanese newspaper, Asahi Shimbun, BBC NW 
Tonight, Radio Northwich and Radio Merseyside. 
 
We responded to CWaC’s Climate Emergency Consultation and submitted a ‘Carbon Story’ about 
our work to the LEP Inspire website. 
 
Our Timeline of Going Carbon Neutral Project activities since 2005, kindly sponsored by RSK, was 
produced as a display stand, a banner and as posters, which are now on display at Village Farm 
and in the Village Hall and School. The banner was displayed at the Ashton All Together event in 
September 2021. 



 
We purchase a thermal imaging camera in the autumn and are experimenting with it ourselves 
before making it available on loan to village residents next winter. 
 
We paid £2,676 to AHSRA for our roof lease at the sports pavilion. This is 54% of the Feed in 
Tariff income from our solar photovoltaic panels on the building. 
 
We donated £1,000 to the village flood appeal. 
 
Plans going forward 
We are in consultation with Energy Local and Green Energy UK to set up a Power Purchase 
Agreement for electricity exported from our solar photovoltaic panels, which should then allow us 
to establish a local energy club that will enable sale of some of our surplus generation locally. 
 
We have pledged £2,000 to the school PTFA to support the construction of a new toilet block to 
high environmental standards. 
 
ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION – prepared and present by David Rounthwaite 
 
For a second year the allotments provided some welcome ‘normality’ in a turbulent world. We 
again obeyed both the spirit and the letter of the regulations. Thanks are due to all members for 
their compliance and particularly to Phil McLaughlin for again donating Weetwood sanitiser, which 
was (and still is) available at both the gate and the water pump. 
 
A cold wet spring gave way to a pleasant June and July which saw the allotments thrive, even if a 
few ‘straggly specimens’ needed support after their long spring in a greenhouse. Soil moisture was 
such that, though watering was necessary, it wasn’t a terrible chore. The stream flowed well and 
we did not have to draw on the IBC. 
 
Grass cutting got off to a soggy start, which resulted in bumpy ground later on but by July all this 
was forgotten and the warm weather meant that mowing was not too arduous. 
 
Soft fruit (apart from drowned raspberries) did well in the sunshine, broad beans were successful 
all round as were potatoes and salads. Some wonderful pumpkins featured in harvest festival 
displays and courgettes kept many of us living off ratatouille for weeks. Needless to say, the 
mammoth onions astounded all who beheld them! 
 
Sweet corn looked excellent until one evening in early August when invaders (we suspect 
badgers) suddenly decided ours must be sweeter than the surrounding forage maize and more or 
less obliterated most plots. Pigeon attacks on the brasicae can so far be rated as moderate. 
 
We were clear of restrictions at the time of the Ashton Garden Club’s summer trail, so we invited 
them for a distanced and sanitised visit which they all enjoyed. The weather just held for the visit, 
which is more than can be said for the two washed out attempts to hold a barbeque! 
 
Usually, we enjoy a sunny barbeque then get soaked on our clean-up day but this year produced 
a super Michaelmas, with the weather not breaking until late November. Mike did an excellent job 
on the hedge, with the compost heaps and trees all restored to good order too.  
 
We welcomed new holders to one plot and all were impressed with its transformation and 
productivity!  
 
Thanks are due once again to Stuart and Roy Scott for the supply of manure. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the whole group, may I pass particular thanks to Jean and Bryan also to Carol 
and Donald. 



GARDENING CLUB – report prepared by Linda Peppin 
For the second year our programme was disrupted with our first meeting not taking place until 
June but it was quickly followed by an evening visit to a local garden where we were able to safely 
sit outside in the sunshine and enjoy a drink and a chat. 
 
On a blisteringly hot day in July, we went by coach to Powis Castle; an amazing garden which is 
highly recommended by all of us who visited.  In September we held our gardening show at the 
Church, it was an ideal venue and it was very well attended with the quality of the exhibits being 
very high.  
 
In October and November, we had a couple of talks and we held our Christmas party, as usual, in 
December. We made some changes to how we set out the tables and served the food to ensure 
we were Covid safe. 
 
All in all, we had a successful year and we have a full programme of events planned for 2022. 
New members are always welcome. 
 
KELSBORROW CHOIR - prepared by Elaine Campey – Chairman 
Like most of the Village organisations during the past troubled year we have had a difficult time. 
We managed to keep in contact during the Covid times. We Zoomed rehearsals and with having 
an active WhatsApp group, managed to keep in touch with all our members and continue to do 
so. With the help from the Village Cafe we used their facilities and sang outside to the accompany 
of barking dogs and loud birds for many weeks.  
 
We finally managed to get back to rehearse in the Village Hall.  We are wearing masks on entry 
and sitting spaced apart. We are not having a scheduled break to avoid circulating and so far we 
have managed to stay Covid free as far as we know.  
 
Christmas was not a good time for us. We had planned a Charity Christmas concert in Kelsall 
Community Centre the Saturday before Christmas. Due to national concern about the effects of 
socialising before Christmas that could cause family Christmas plans being cancelled due the 
pandemic, we saw our audience disappear the day of the concert, so at lunch time we cancelled 
the concert. A dreadful decision to have to make.  Fortunately, most of the ticket purchasers 
decided to donate their ticket money to the charity. 
 
All was not doom and despondency. We were booked to sing at the opening evening of the 
festival of light at Bolesworth Castle.  It was planned for the weekend of the first of the ferocious 
storm. There were so many trees uprooted in the wood where the lights were that it was 
rescheduled for the following weekend. Sterling work had been done to get the site in some sort 
of normality. Sadly no one told the weatherman and to say it rained was an understatement. We 
were to have sung outside but managed to find cover in the arena. The rain was cascading down 
the corrugated roof adding great accompaniment to our electronic piano. We were to sing in 
another covered area for our second slot and miraculously the rain ceased and we managed to 
get there without getting drowned. Wet pianos don't work too well!!  We were handsomely paid 
so all was not lost. We also managed to sing some carols in Tarporley Garden Centre so our 
charity did receive some much needed funds. 
 
We have now returned mostly to full compliment and have gained some new members. We are 
planning a concert in St John's Church in Chester with the Hospice of the Good Shepherd on May 
7th.  Tickets are £15 should anyone be willing to attend.  The Hospice has lost such a lot of 
income due to the inability to fund raise during the past two years, so we are hoping the concert 
will be a great success for them.  So for Kelsborrow Choir it is a future of onwards and upwards.  



ST JOHN’S CHURCH, ASHTON HAYES – Prepared by Rev. Dr. Phil Weston 
Over the past couple of years St John’s Church has sought to maintain its Christian ministry to our 
parish of Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth despite the unique challenges created by the coronavirus 
pandemic. During periods of lockdown, our church services were broadcast live on our Facebook 
page and church members participated in various aspects of the “Bridging the Gap” initiative - 
including offering pastoral support to those in need and assisting with the delivery of food to the 
housebound.  
 
Our long-awaited church re-ordering project coincided with the pandemic, but was successfully 
completed in the Summer of 2021 and a well-attended Open Day was held in July. Our renovated 
building now includes flexible seating, a kitchenette, toilets, underfloor heating and Audio-Visual 
facilities. Since the Autumn we have been able to offer our building for use by a wide range of 
community organisations and groups, including Ashton Hayes Primary School, the Women’s 
Institute, the Timebank, Gardening Club, Thursday Club and more.   
 
In addition to our regular Sunday services at 9am and 10.30am, we have also been running a 
midweek Kintsugi Hope wellbeing course and an after-school children's Lego Club in church over 
recent months.  Our ambitions going forward include improving the representation of families and 
children in our regular congregation, as well as identifying ways to improve our building’s energy 
efficacy and reduce its carbon footprint. Lastly, we look forward to holding an open air service on 
the AHSRA playing field as part of the village’s Jubilee celebrations on Sunday 5th June. 
 
ASHTON HAYES NURSERY – prepared by Jack Sheppard. 

 Children in Need - we raised a total of £5,327 for Children in Need by taking part in 
sponsored 'waddles' on the Nursery grounds. 

 Bike Week - in line with the village's carbon neutral ethos and our own goal to have every 
child riding a bike before they start school, we participated in a week-long celebration of all 
things bike!  

 International Mud Day - As part of our outdoor ethos, we took part in International Mud 
Day in celebration of our environment and natural surroundings. 

 World Book Day - We recently celebrated World Book Day in support of the awareness of 
the importance of Children's Literature around the world. This included staff and children 
sporting their favourite storybook character's costumes.  

 A member of our team ran the London Marathon in October 2021, raising £1,200 for the 
charity MIND. 

 Our kitchen team tailor our seasonal menus for our community of families and the 
celebrations they follow - we have celebrated Eid, St David's Day and Chinese New Year to 
name a few. 

 Our ‘Celebration Week’ in October enabled our parents to get a glimpse inside the everyday 
at Ashton House. We reconnected with our parents by scheduling calls and sending our 
‘Learning Journey Books’ home and loved reading their feedback.  

 Our Rural Educator has recently been teaching the children about composting and planting 
your own food to grow at home - encouraging conversations about our environment and 
where our food comes from. 

 We hope going forward this year to be able to hold and enjoy more events with our parents 
and colleagues. 

ASHTON SINGS  - prepared by Aileen Parry. 
Now in their 11th year Ashton Sings is a Community Choir which meets each Monday evening in 
the Village Hall.  Our membership presently stands at 47 and draws members from Ashton and 
neighbouring villages.  New members are always most welcome to come along and meet us.  
 



The technology of Zoom kept the Choir going for almost 18 months thanks to the patience and 
determination of our Musical Director Martin Jones and last September a small group returned to 
the Hall to sing live once again with full Covid restrictions in place and the advice of wearing warm 
clothes to combat the wind blowing in through open doors.  Others preferred to continue to join in 
from home but since the decision to reduce restrictions in the last few weeks, including closing the 
external doors, the live attendance has started to rise and Zoom number have reduced.  
 
We held 2 socially distanced Concerts in the Autumn Term joining Norley School in October and 
our annual Christmas Concert in December which was held at Kelsall Community Centre.  
 
Future events already in the diary for 2022 are singing at the Kelsall Community Hub Singing Day 
on May 8th, Summer Concert at Kingsley on July 10th and, thinking ahead, the Christmas Concert 
is already booked for December 10th.  
 
Finally, we have a reason to celebrate later this year!  February 20th 2022 was Ashton Sing’s 10th 
Anniversary since when we have loved our singing, we have had fun, we have entertained and we 
made lasting friendships.  Time for a party! 
 
ASHTON AND MANLEY SCOUTS – report presented by Duncan Fullerton 
Ashton and Manley Scout Troop currently has 17 members as well as 4 young leaders. The 
number of scouts at any time is dependent upon the number of leaders but due to Covid 
restrictions we did not have any new starters for more than 12 months with years 7 & 8 missing 
out because of the pandemic.  However in September 2021 there were 11 new Scouts (mostly 
from year 6) who started. In October approx. 10 Scouts stopped coming, primarily due to them 
being too old for Scouts (age 10 – 14 ½)  
 
Meetings run every Tuesday evening during the School Term between 1930hr and 2100hr. The 
Scout Hut is located in Peel Hall Lane on land leased from the water board.  
 
The building is in working order, with the roof being fixed a couple of years ago, they are hoping 
to undertake further internal works.  2019 the roof was replaced which we did with help from a 
local builder (Frank Tant) and very generous support from Ashton and Manley Cricket Club. The 
wooden cladding around the building also needs replacing as does the inside of the roof and the 
kitchen, plumbing and electrics all need relatively urgent attention.  
 
In March 2022 Alan Reay who has been involved in Ashton & Manley Scouts for more than thirty 
years has left the village to live nearer to family. Roger Stringer who has been the Treasurer for 
almost 20 years is also moving home. At our recent March Annual General meeting Ian Galliard 
has taken on the Treasurer role. Duncan Fullerton is the Scout Leader with regular support from a 
number of parents (Matt Powers, Georgina Lloyd Watt and Marc Edsworthy).  
The executive team of the Scouts is currently looking for a chair of the executive. The 
sustainability of the organisation is a concern due to the lack of leaders coming forward.  
 
Finances are in good shape due in large part to the Troop being the recipient of the Covid Support 
Grants.   
 
Activities on Tuesdays’ do vary considerably; in the last few years, we have done map and 
compass work, air rifle shooting, wide games in the summer and winter, camp cooking, vegetable 
car racing, spaghetti civil engineering, kite making, saw and axe work, archery, kayaking and 
canoeing, fire building, first aid sessions and night hikes. The Scouts are currently undertaking a 
Woodwork Programme, following receipt of Woodwork equipment and saws from the Parish 
Council, they are making bat boxes.   
 



Scouts is organized through the District and the County and every year there are activities 
organized through the County Scouts including a Winter and Summer camp and an annual 
Cheshire Hike. These activities suffered as a consequence of Covid and so events did not take 
place in 2020 or 2021. In the last 5 years we have taken part in County camps as well as going 
Coasteering (and Canoeing) to Anglesey. 
 
The Scout Group is a great opportunity for young people from the village to meet and take part in 
fun outdoor activities in a safe and structured way. It gives them the opportunity to broaden their 
horizons and become more independent and self-reliant as well as to develop leadership skills. 
 
JUBILEE PLANNING TEAM – report prepared by Jane Colville. 
The team are now meeting every fortnight and are reviewing progress made in respect of each 
main event on a regular basis in order that they are able to identify issues that need to be 
addressed. 
 

Work has been undertaken to secure grant funding of just under £10,000 from the Big lottery and 
to establish a Crowd Funding appeal of just under £2,000 to fund the costs of the Beacon Lighting 
event.  It is hoped both will be successful though we need to publicise the crowd funding appeal 
and encourage local individuals and organisations to support this as they did the flood fund 
appeal. We were very pleased to hear that the WI are donating the costs of the intergenerational 
audio-visual production.  Other donations are being made including food items for the afternoon 
teas and funding in support of the dog show.  
 
Work has begun on a comprehensive communications strategy surrounding this Jubilee Festival so 
that members of the community are clear as to what is happening and when. 
 
We are going to need as many volunteers as we can muster over the Jubilee events as we have 
developed an ambitious programme which inevitably will require the support of many. 
 


