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The Parish Council is taking part in the Pink 
Poo campaign during May.  Volunteers will be 
spraying any identified dog poo with pink spray 
to highlight its location. CWaC will then collect 
the poo within 48 hours.
Thank you to the vast majority of responsible 
dog owners for picking up your own dog’s poo. 
Hopefully the very small number of irresponsible 
dog owners will get the message and stop 
giving everyone else a bad name!
If you know someone is not picking up after 
their dog please do report them in confidence at 
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/resi
dents/streets-and-open-spaces/dog-animal-
fouling.aspx

The 2022-23 budget for Ashton Hayes was 
discussed and approved by the Parish Council 
at their January 2022 meeting. The discussion 
agreed the precept (income), costs and grants 
for the coming year. The new precept was 
proposed and accepted, including a 4% 
increase over the previous financial year, this 
being necessary in order to keep on top of rising 
costs and commitments. The key points are 
summarised as below. The numbers have been 
rounded for simplicity.
Income 

The income applied for through the precept 
from Cheshire West and Chester council is 
expected to be £18,331 based on the properties 
and council tax for our parish. This income plus 
some grants, an estimated provision for 
recovered VAT and use of retained funds, will 
be used to fund the year on year operational 
costs set out below. 
Base costs 
• People and expenses, primarily staff (e.g. the 
Parish Clerk), expenses and training £8426
• Professional service fees including insurance, 
audit of accounts, payroll £1,420 
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Pink Poo Campaign

• Other general services including website, parish 
room hire, gardening £1,973 
• Admin including membership of professional 
Local Government Association, production of 
Around Ashton, £855 
Discretionary costs 
• Grants to AHSRA, St Johns Church etc. £3,200 
• Projects e.g. defibrillator maintenance, speed 
reduction, community clean-up operations, ad 
hoc beneficial items etc. £2,770 
•Inflation and Contingency fund for unforeseen 
operational items arising during the year £1,715 
Total Expenditure £20,359

We are amazed by the organisers, instructors and 
teachers who use the Hall and their acceptance of 
all the difficulties that they have faced. It has been 
impressive and a special thank you has to go to 
Gillian Forgrave who has kept the hall ready for the 
users and in tip top condition.

Those of us involved in the management of the hall 
have tried to ensure everything is available but we 
rely heavily on its users to follow the 
recommendations from the government or from

Palm Sunday, 10th April 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am Morning Worship

Maundy Thursday, 14th April 7.30pm Holy Communion

Good Friday, 15th April 2.00pm ‘An Hour at the Cross’ service

Easter Sunday, 17th April 9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30am All Age Communion

Celebrate Easter at St. John’s!

their professional organisations to ensure the 
safety measures required are in place.

The recent developments regarding COVID do 
mean that individuals will have different 
perspectives on their personal safety and on levels 
of risk. Please try to follow and respect the 
requests made by your organiser.
Let us hope for positive developments in 2022.

The Village Hall Committee

The Village Hall 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/streets-and-open-spaces/dog-animal-fouling.aspx


There have been further recent changes to the 
Parish Council. Firstly James Whitelock-
Wainwright had to step down due to other family 
commitments. We were sorry to lose James who 
has been a valuable member of the team. In 
particular representing the Parish Council on the 
Golden Lion working group. 
After advertising the vacancies a new candidate, 
Peter Mitchell, came forward and has been 
appointed to join the Parish Council. Peter brings 
with him a range of useful experience from 
another Parish Council on which he has 
previously served.
We now have two vacancies to fill. The role does 
require an applicant’s time for one meeting of 2+ 
hours per month, and of course reading the 
papers beforehand. In addition the Parish 
Councillors take on various lead roles for the 
community such as traffic, environment, planning 
etc., depending on their areas of interest, 
experience and of course their availability.
The role does at times have its challenges, but it 
is also very rewarding being able to represent the 
community and residents and assist with issues 
e.g. the flooding. In addition we represent the 
community in areas of development e.g. liaison 
with AHSRA and the Golden Lion. 
So please consider if you can make some time to 
get involved it would benefit both yourselves and 
the parish.
If you would like an informal discussion to find 
out more, then please either contact Ian Dossett 
(Chairperson), Jane Colville (Deputy 
Chairperson) or any other of the current 
Councillors. Contact details are on the Parish 
website.
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The Parish Council are acutely aware of the 
desperate plight of those residents of Ukraine 
who are caught up in this atrocious war and 
would want to be able to support those people 
in a meaningful way. The UK Government has 
set up a website where people can get further 
information, which is developing on a daily 
basis, and people and organisations can 
register their interest in offering housing 
support to refugee families. We are also 
aware that the Council [CWAC] have already 
offered their support to refugees arriving in 
this country and we in turn would want to look 
out for opportunities which will allow our 
community to contribute to this effort as it 
becomes clearer how this might best happen.
There is information available on the CWAC 
website at 
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/y
our-council/policies-and-performance/equality-
and-diversity/Ukraine-Conflict.aspx and this is 
an excellent place to start.
We have added a donate button to our 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/AHParishCouncil) 
so that it is easy for people to donate to the 
Disasters Emergency Appeal. If individuals in 
the parish need any additional assistance in 
finding out how they can help, please contact 
a member of the Parish Council and we will 
do all we can do to help.

The War in Ukraine and its 
Impact on the People
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It does appear that the Omicron variant [Covid]  
figures are reducing though the situation 
remains challenging for many, especially those 
who are reliant on support from others who 
might in turn be affected. This could include  
health services, care agencies, members of 
family or friends, and we know even a 
temporary disruption to someone’s regular 
support or routine can be very worrying.
The Bridging the Gap partnership includes the 
Parish Council, the Church, the Community 
Shop, OPAL and Time Bank and we are agreed 
that we want to reassure local people who may 
for all sorts of reasons be affected at this time 
that there is a range of support locally to make 
things easier.
We would like to remind everyone of what may 
be available and how they can access it. It is 
also an appeal to those people who we know 
from the past are prepared and are able to offer 
some time and their skills to assist others 
through this difficult time. In other words, we are 
once again looking for some volunteers who 
may be needed for our Bridging the Gap  
scheme.
The sorts of support we may be able to provide 
between us is with shopping and its delivery, 
with transport to urgent appointments, with 
some practical repair and maintenance tasks 
and also and, very importantly, simply keeping 
in touch with people and offering them 
reassurance and companionship in the many 
forms that can take. There may be other 
activities and we are always open to ideas.
So please do take the opportunity to use the 
contact details here to obtain some further 
information. If you are interested in joining as a 
volunteer please use the contact details 
provided there also.
Finally a special plea to all with neighbours or 
friends who you think may be needing some 
extra support at this time…. please make sure 
they see this note and encourage them to use it 
if they need to!
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Our next community clean up day will be 
Saturday 26th March.  Come along and help us 
keep the parish clean and tidy. If you have not 
helped out before don’t worry as all equipment 
is provided. Free refreshments for those taking 
part. If you are able to help please let us know 
at communitycleanup@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
so we can make sure we have enough cake!!  

Contact Details 

Community Shop:  shopping and home 
delivery in emergencies  01829 759023
General Support:  practical tasks, 
transport, companionship  01829 751753
Potential Temporary Volunteers:  Jane 
Colville 01829 752607 or email  
janecolville1@gmail.com
Council and NHS emergency contact 
numbers:
General Emergencies  999
NHS Emergencies 111
COVID Helpline for the vulnerable  0300 
123 7031

Bridging the Gap Revisited

Community Clean-up

Boules, the correct formal name (in French) is 
Pétanque, has come to our village. It is a first 
class court, and it is intended to be put into 
use this Summer. To help with this, the Time 
Bank will be organising a number of sessions 
to show its potential, and all are welcome to 
join in. For a 6 week period there will be play 
on Friday and Saturday afternoons from 
2:00pm to 4:00pm starting the week before 
Easter.

Dates

Fridays in April:
8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th

Saturdays in April: 

9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th

Fridays in May: 

6th, 13th

Saturdays in May: 

7th , 14th

Boules at Ashton Hayes

If you come to these sessions you will not 
need a set of your own boules, but if you do 
have a set please bring them along. The court 
is available all week and throughout the 
summer.
It is to be hoped that we will be able to get the 
Boules court into full use during the Summer 
of 2022. Please come and join us!

Recycling Facilities now 
available at the School
The School has a clothing and shoes bank (Recycle 4 School). You 
are able to recycle adults and children’s clothing including 
underwear, handbags and shoes in pairs. The bank is available when 
the school is open but please avoid morning drop off and afternoon 
pick up.

mailto:communitycleanup@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
mailto:janecolville1@gmail.com


Members of the Parish Council are very concerned about dangerous and illegal parking around the 
village. There are two or three hotspots including the junction of West End and Peel Hall Lane and 
both ends of Peel Crescent. These were reported to the PCSO at our last Parish Council meeting 
and she has provided this reminder and warning for us all to be aware of.

Parish Council Update
Dangerous and Inconsiderate Parking

Over the last few years this much-loved facility has had a face-lift.  Trustees of the Parish room, who 
report to the Parish Council, have commissioned a programme of essential works.  New front windows 
have been installed to improve heat retention and sound proofing.  The replacements have retained their 
distinctive arched shape, and the frames have been custom built.  A new boiler has also been installed to 
improve heat efficiency. There is also free WiFi for those using the facility.
At present the Parish room can seat around 30 for talks, demonstrations and conferences.  Tables are 
available for functions such as children's parties and social groups.  A kitchenette enables on-site catering 
as well as a fridge, kettle, crockery and cutlery. There are also separate men's and ladies toilets on the 
premises and both facilities have automatic hand sanitizers.

Hire costs are £7/hour for regular users, or £10/hour for single users.  These charges are among the most 
competitive in the area.

To book, or for more details, contact the booking clerk, Gillian Forgrave on 01829 751943 or 07799 
706007 or email bookings@ashtonhayespc.co.uk

Enjoy Singing? Then Join Us! 

Ashton Sings is back singing in 

Ashton and Mouldsworth Village Hall! 

Ashton Sings is together again and we’re looking to welcome new members to join our Community Choir. 

You don’t need to be a good singer, or sing solo, or even read music and there are no auditions. 
Interested? We’re a friendly bunch of people so come along to meet us on a Monday night (term time only) 
at 7.30pm or email us at ashtonsings@yahoo.co.uk or telephone Aileen Parry 01829 752458.
We look forward to seeing you soon! 

The Parish Room
Ideal for Meetings, Parties and Events

For decades the Parish room has been 
central to village life in Ashton Hayes. It 
has hosted libraries, playgroups, health 
visitors, children's parties and polling 
stations.  In recent years the Room has 
provided a meeting place for clubs, 
societies and groups.
The Parish room is located in West End, 
it's quirky interior is full of charm and 
character. The room is dominated by a 
large gothic window - a leitmotif that runs 
throughout the building.

mailto:ashtonsings@yahoo.co.uk


It has been a while since the last update and a 
lot has been happening in the background.
CWaC have carried out investigation work in a 
number of locations around the parish.  Two 
significant locations were the area around the 
junction of Kelsall Road with the A54 and 
Church Road around Gladstone Barns.
Both of these works necessitated road closures 
but have allowed CWaC engineers to identify 
some issues and in some cases to rectify them 
immediately.
During the investigations at the A54 end of 
Kelsall Road a couple of potential issues were 
identified.  Further investigation work is required 
to ascertain the exact nature and location of the 
issues. Once that is complete it may be 
necessary to close Kelsall Bypass for the 
remedial work to be undertaken, although they 
are hoping to be able to carry out the work 
without having to do this. It all depends on the 
location of the actual problems.
The CWaC engineer in charge of this work has 
provided the following description of what they 
found during the Church Road investigations. 
“We dug down on the initial location identified as 
being the source of the blockage and found an 
older section of pipe that we replaced with the 
new section of PVC pipe. I suspect that the joint 
had slipped causing issues. This was around 
the new sewer connection work from the barns. 
From this location we then jetted downstream 
and came across another blockage further down 
the drain near a water hydrant. We excavated in 
this location and found a drain which was 
heavily silted. After a few attempts to link the 
two excavations and the chamber in the access 
road it became apparent that we were in fact in 
the old abandoned sewer that used to run down 
the footway. On further excavation we found the 
surface water drain and an abandoned 
connection coming from the barns. This 
connection and the main pipe were full of tree 
roots, most likely from the willow tree that used 
to be there.

Parish Council Update

It’s been a while since we had to make a plea 
that local riders of horses ensure that any horse 
manure that finds its way onto the footpaths 
where people are walking cleans up during or 
after their ride. A particular ‘hot spot’ is the road 
out of the village heading toward Mouldsworth 
and there have been a few instances recently. 
We are not sure where the riders are from, 
whether it’s the Ashton or Mouldsworth  area 
but if you are a local rider please can you be 
considerate of those walking, pushing buggies, 
in wheelchairs or cycling.

Flood Investigation Work Update

Horse Manure on Footpaths

During our investigations we also uncovered a 
partially buried chamber just to the right of the 
vehicle access to Ty Celyn. This chamber 
takes the surface water drain from Church 
Road before turning in this chamber to head 
down Gonger Lane (to join the ‘main pipe’ at 
the bottom of Gonger Lane). This was the 
‘missing’ piece of the system that we now 
know. We will attend in the next few weeks to 
clean this part of the system with a larger 
jetting unit. The water that was leaking out of 
the verge adjacent to the barn is in fact an old 
downspout drain that had simply been covered 
over. This is connected to the main drain run 
and as the main pipe was blocked the water 
was surging out of this abandoned 
connection.”
There are further investigations to carry out 
and no doubt additional remedial work will be 
required. We will update you again in the 
future.

We are not sure where the 
riders are from, whether it’s the 
Ashton or Mouldsworth area 
but if you are a local rider 
please can you be considerate 
of those walking, pushing 
buggies, in wheelchairs or 
cycling.

At last!  We’re back into our usual routine and have a full programme 
lined up for 2022, with extra activities and outings planned for 
throughout the year.  We’ve settled in well at our new venue – St. John’s 
Church – where we meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm –
apart from in January and August.  Our membership numbers have 
grown over the last couple of years, which we’re delighted with, and we 
hope that we can welcome even more in the run-up to our centenary 
year of 2023.

We’ll be welcoming a variety of speakers to our meetings this year – the 
next one being Lyn Munden, who’ll be giving us a demonstration and 
talk about using Decorative Salt Dough – that sounds fun!  Also coming 
up will be a talk on the life of Mary Queen of Scots, in June, and Tiger 
Muffin Soaps are coming along in July to tell us all about the History of 
Bathing and Soaps – another interesting one.  Guests are always made 
very welcome at any of our meetings, so if there’s a speaker that you’d 
like to listen to, do come along and for a small charge of £3, you can join 
us for the evening.  We’re also in the planning stage of organising a day 
trip in June and booking some of our members onto local courses to 
learn some new skills.

If any of you are passing the War Memorial, situated next to St John’s 
Church, just look to your left and a little bit further back and you’ll see a 
small weeping cotoneaster tree that the WI have planted next to the WI 
Hall Commemorative Stone, which was laid there a while ago.  Our 
National Federation suggested that every WI should plant a tree, to help 
with climate change and to encourage wildlife, so we have.  Our longest 
serving member, Joan Farrall, did the honours and spread the final top 
soil onto the newly planted tree base.  A reminder for us all, that new life 
carries on and blossoms and blooms if we’ll just give it the chance to     
do so.

If you’d like 
more 
information 
about our 
regular meetings 
and activities, 
please look in 
our notice 
board, which is 
situated outside 
the Community 
Shop, or call our 
President, 
Margaret 
Sheppard, on 
01829 752455.  
We’re not all 
Jam and 
Jerusalem!



Mental Health Awareness Week is an annual 
event when there is an opportunity for the whole 
of the UK to focus on achieving good mental 
health. The Mental Health Foundation started 
the event 21 years ago, and it has now grown to 
become one of the biggest awareness weeks 
across the UK and globally.
Mental Health Awareness Week 2022 will take 
place 9-15 May on the topic of Loneliness.
Loneliness is affecting more and more of us in 
the UK and has had a huge impact on our 
physical and mental health during the 
pandemic. Our connection to other people and 
our community is fundamental to protecting our 
mental health and we can all help in tackling the 
epidemic of loneliness.
Loneliness is very personal and strikes at the 
heart of our sense of self as we see ourselves 
in relation to our connection with others.  Being 
alone and loneliness are not the same, we all 
need time to be alone and can enjoy our own 
company.  At times we can also feel 
disconnected and struggle with the loss of 
meaningful human contact.  This doesn’t always 
come from being alone: it is possible to feel 
isolated in a crowd. 
Often people don’t speak out about being 
lonely, they don’t wish to be a burden or a 
problem, as with many mental and physical 
conditions. People who are lonely can also feel 
a sense of shame, as there is such stigma 
around being lonely.  This makes it more difficult 
to recognise when someone is suffering through 
being lonely. 
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Giving is as beneficial as receiving.
Now as we emerge from the challenges of the 
pandemic, we are keen to get on with our lives, 
making up for the time lost. For some people, 
this won’t be as easy, perhaps they have lost 
loved ones, or perhaps they have lost the 
confidence to return to their old routines.  There 
are those of us that will be consumed by the 
busyness of our modern lives – as we rush from 
one task to the next, just to keep standing still.  
Perhaps we need a break to connect with 
others?  Busy people can become disconnected 
too. Mental Health Week, starting the 9th May, 
is an opportunity to think of those people we 
don’t see as often as we did, or only have time 
to wave to as we head to our next destination. 
Perhaps we can make some time for both 
ourselves and those around us to stop and ask 
‘how are we?’, maybe a cup of tea with a 
neighbour, or checking in with old friends we 
haven’t seen for a while, or perhaps getting to 
know someone you have never spoken to, but 
see every day.  
It’s good to talk, really talk.

The Wellbeing Hub is situated in Kelsall but is for Kelsall and all the surrounding villages to use. Ashton residents will be able to use the 
new Medical Centre, as Dr Adey’s practice will have a surgery within it. They will have an opportunity to see the Hub at first hand but all 
Ashton residents are welcome. We were inspired by Dr Claire Baker who requested a Wellbeing Hub attached to the new Medical Centre. 
The PPG (patient participation group) created a charity and raised the funds to build and equip the Hub. It is situated by the side of the 
green in Kelsall.

The Hub will have three main strands, a drop in talking café with trained volunteer community connectors, a common room in the 
afternoon for young people and various activities to help with wellbeing running throughout the week. Along with the main room we 
will have a patio area and a sensory garden.

THE WELLBEING HUB HAS SECURED SUPPORT FROM THE NATIONAL LOTTERY COMMUNITY FUND.
Last year Kelsall PPG made a successful application to the National Lottery Community Fund. The money will be solely for the specific 
purpose of employing a part-time manager, to cover the first three years of the Hub’s operation. We have now recruited a suitable 
person who will start in April.

The National Lottery is very demanding in that it must be convinced that there is a need for the project, that the project will be well 
managed, viable and sustainable, and that it will deliver significant benefits to the community in which it operates.
To have come successfully through this process now provides us with critical external validation that we are on the right track with our 
plans for the Hub. The feedback that we received was that ours was a very strong application.
As you will appreciate, the construction of The Hub has been significantly delayed by shortages of materials and rising costs throughout 
Covid. We had been planning to open for business in March 2022, but following a recent visit to the site, we now believe that July is 
much more realistic.
We will keep you up to date with progress over the next few exciting months and, in the meantime, below are a few impressions of the 
interior design, layout and equipping of the Hub, together with an up-to-date photo of the exterior build.
We look forward to our opening and to meeting you at THE HUB in the very near future.

The Hub will be run by volunteers. If you are interested in helping in anyway then please contact me: Carolinestein1@hotmail.co.uk
Caroline Stein, Chair Kelsall PPG

View of the Medical Centre from the Green

Wellbeing Hub

Exterior View




