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This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story please contact 
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations will be 
happening throughout 202,2 with the major focus on 
a long weekend from Thursday 2 to Sunday 5 June.  
The Parish Council is leading on the planning and 
would like to involve all those local organisations that 
wish to be part of the celebrations. A core working 
group has met twice now and have made some 
headway but there is so much more to be done as 
June will be on us before we know it!

So far we have agreed that there will, on Thursday 
evening, be a ceremonial lighting of the Beacon on 
the Playing Field, from where we can hopefully see 
the beacons on the welsh hills and maybe in other 
directions too. There will be suitable refreshments 
and entertainment provided so it should make for an 
exciting start to the festivities. Then, on the Sunday 
afternoon, there will be a street party, a themed 
event with a nod to the 1950s, in respect of dress and 
entertainment.  It is not intended that either of these 
be fundraiser events although the costs of providing 
such a large celebration will need covering.

Both events will be held on the Playing Field thanks to 
the support of AHSRA. We are hoping lots of 
organisations and individuals will join us over the next 
few weeks for the planning and rollout. This is a 
reminder to you all as individuals or representatives 
of local organisations to make contact. If you wish to 
be involved in assisting with materials for, or the 
construction of, a Beacon (a pole and a fire basket) 
please contact David Rounthwaite 
davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk. To be involved in the 
Sunday afternoon celebration contact Jane Colville 
jane.colville1@gmail.com

Platinum Jubilee 
events planned for 

June 2022
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Parish Council Update
Community Resilience Plan

Following Storm Christoph last January, the Parish 
Council took the decision to give our emergency 
resilience plan a major overhaul. This work is almost 
complete and the new plan will shortly appear on the 
website. We have taken the opportunity to create a plan 
with distinct sections that should make it easy for 
everyone to access and use in an emergency. If you 
would like to receive an early electronic copy of the plan 
once it is published, please let us know by completing the 
form at https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/community-
info/resilience-plan/

If you do not have internet access and want to receive a 
copy please contact either Jane Colville (Tel: 01829 
752607) or Paul Varey (Tel: 01829 759472).

Community Autumn Big Clean

The Community Big Clean took place in October and we 
would like to thank all of the members of the community 
who came along and helped to keep our parish clean and 
tidy.

It is very pleasing to note that the amount of litter around 
the village continues to decrease. It was also really nice 
to be able to return to ‘normal’ and have our customary 
free cakes and hot drinks for all those taking part.

Watch out for the next Big Clean event in the Spring.

Bird/Avian Flu Alert Update
This follows an outbreak close to the parish in November. 
It has been contained but it is still worth remaining alert to 
the issue and advice provided by the Council.
Avian influenza is a disease which mainly affects birds but 
on rare occasions can affect mammals including humans. 
Consequently, CWAC, Defra, APHA and the UK Health 
Security Agency are putting measures in place to prevent 
this from happening. This includes a 3km protection zone 
and a 10km surveillance zone. The zones restrict access 
to locations where birds are kept and impose restrictions 
on the movement of birds. They do not limit access to 
residents or business owners. Further details on the zones 
can be found on the government website. The protection 
and surveillance zones will apply from 21 November 2021 
until it is withdrawn or amended by Defra.

Ian Ashworth, Director of Public Health for CWAC, said: 
"The risk to public health is very low so residents do not 
need to be alarmed by this development. It is important, 
however, that people do not pick up sick or dead birds as 
this can spread the virus. 

“If you do find any distressed swans, geese, ducks or 
other dead wild birds while out and about, please report 
them to the Defra helpline on 03459 33 55 77.

“I am also urging bird keepers to keep an eye out for any 
signs of disease. You must report suspected cases to the 
nearest Animal and Plant Health Agency office by calling 
03000 200 301.”

People in direct contact with the premises have been 
contacted and offered appropriate support. 
Avian influenza is primarily a disease of birds and the risk to 
public health is very low. However, anyone who is 
concerned should call NHS 111 or speak to their GP.

You can find the area covered by the zone on the Defra 
website

Find out more about Avian Flu on the government website
You can read the declaration from Defra online.
Advice for people who keep birds is also available on the 
government website
An Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) is currently in 
place cross the whole of Great Britain to mitigate the risk of 
the disease spreading amongst poultry and captive birds. 
That means it is now a legal requirement for all bird keepers 
in Great Britain to follow strict biosecurity measures to help 
protect their flocks.

Keepers with more than 500 birds now need to restrict 
access for non-essential people on their sites, workers will 
need to change clothing and footwear before entering bird 
enclosures and site vehicles will need to be cleaned and 
disinfected regularly to limit the risk of spreading disease.

Backyard owners with smaller numbers of poultry including 
chickens, ducks and geese must also take steps to limit the 
risk of the disease spreading to their animals. 

https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/community-info/resilience-plan/
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Parish Council Update
Environmental Renewal Project

Speed Watch Group Royal Mail Change of 
Postal Address

As reported previously we have been pushing hard to get CWaC to undertake works around the parish.  Following several 
site visits and lots of discussion the current situation is summarised in the table below:

As well as siting our speed indicator device (SID) to reduce 
speeds and improve road safety outside the school, we 
positioned it for two sessions of two weeks in each direction 
on Peel Hall Lane.

Data collected by the SID on Church Road has been used 
in representations to the Police and Crime Commissioner 
for increased camera activity between the School and the 
Nursery. The Peel Hall Lane activity hopefully slowed down 
‘the absent minded’ speeders and we will move the SID to 
the Meadows at the end of the school term.  

The CWaC traffic engineers have promised a January 
training course for our three new recruits to the speed watch 
group, if anyone else would like to join please contact David 
Rounthwaite at davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk

We have been informed that the consultation period has 
now ended and there were two objections from the 436 
affected addresses written to (0.46%), therefore, this 
proposal has been successful. 

The changes should show on the postcode finder on the 
website (www.royalmail.com). However, it may take 
some time to show on external organisations’ address 
databases as this is dependent on how often they choose 
to take updates. The Royal Mail intend writing to the 
affected addresses to inform them of this.

mailto:davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
http://www.royalmail.com/


Parish Council Update
Flood Fund Appeal Dispersal
After the flooding caused by Storm Christoph a Flood 
Appeal raised just over £9,000 from generous donations 
from local residents, businesses and organisations. 

This was a tremendous result and since early Summer the 
Parish Council have been overseeing the dispersal of this 
fund to try to make sure it goes where it will have best 
effect. The agreed initial priority were those who had 
suffered significant loss and damage during the floods and 
through the Fund we were able to contribute in a range of 
ways to support them in being able to get back to 
something like normality.

The second stage of the dispersal has been to support 
those who were at the time of the floods effectively ‘near 
misses’ when it came to damage to their homes and 
property. This stage has almost been completed and a 
number of local residents living in the relevant local flood 
risk area have been supported in their quest to invest in 
some preventative measures so they are better protected 
in the event of future flooding.

We still have some of the appeal funds remaining and 
together with funding the Parish Council had agreed at this 
time to commit to flood mitigation there will be an effort 
made in the new year to plan and develop a community 
initiative in the areas of the village most vulnerable. This 
will of course be informed by the investigative work being 
undertaken by the Council into the recent floods and the 
underlying causes and contributory factors.

Tarvin Education Foundation 
Application Outcome 2021
Our parish is included in the catchment area of Tarvin 
Educational Foundation Trust, a body that oversees a 
fund that was established many years ago to support 
local young people with their studies and training for 
employment. It has helped many young people over the 
years, maybe through contributing to the costs of books 
or equipment, travel or perhaps and overseas placement 
or study visit.
The Parish Council has representation on the Trust Fund 
Committee and each year publicises the fund and 
encourages applications to the completed. Several of our 
youngsters in the parish have benefited this time which is 
very pleasing to see.

As the worsening weather approaches we are advising all 
residents to visit the Flood Hub website for advice and 
guidance https://thefloodhub.co.uk/

As part of our preparedness, the Parish Council are about 
to take delivery of 400 sand bags, which will be stored 
within the parish, so that they can be distributed more 
quickly if the need arises. After any event they will be re-
collected, dried out and placed back into storage further 
future use.

If we are alerted to potential bad weather, where sand 
bags may prove useful, we will, for speed, notify residents 
via NextDoor. Therefore, if you have access to the internet 
please do make sure you are registered for the free 
service at https://nextdoor.co.uk/

If you do not have access to the internet and live in an 
area that is at risk of flooding please contact one of the 
parish councillors below so that we can add you to an ‘at 
risk’ register.  We can then contact you in the event of 
warnings being issued etc.

People without Internet access can register by 
telephoning one of the following parish councillors:

• Ian Dossett (Chair of the parish council) 01829 752454
• Paul Varey (Vice chair of the parish council) 01829 

759472
• Jane Colville (Vice chair of the parish council) 01829 

752607

Finally, if you have a drain grid outside or near your 
property and you are able to do so, could we ask that you 
periodically clear off any debris/leaves/etc so that the 
drain does not become blocked.  We are working with 
CWaC to get them all cleared but even when they have 
been, they tend to re-clog quite quickly and so a little ‘self-
help’ on our part could have a major impact on helping to 
prevent future flooding.

Let’s all hope this winter is less eventful than the last!

Winter Weather Preparation

https://thefloodhub.co.uk/
https://nextdoor.co.uk/


There have been a couple of recent changes to the Parish 
Council. Firstly Elaine Farrall stepped down due to 
pressures of other commitments and this left us with two 
vacancies. We were sorry to lose Elaine, who has been a 
valuable member of the team. In particular she has been 
instrumental in moving forward the provision of Around 
Ashton as an online service, speeding up delivery and 
reducing volunteer effort. Additionally, Farrall’s have 
generously agreed to print the paper copies thus reducing 
costs to the community. 

After advertising the two vacancies we received no 
applicants within the application window. However, 
following further discussions a new candidate, Sarah Jane 
Lennie came forward and has since been appointed to join 
the Parish Council. SJ brings with her a range of useful
experience.

We currently have one vacancy to fill through co-option. 
The role does require an applicant’s time for one meeting 
of 2+ hours per month and reading the papers beforehand. 
In addition the PC councillors take on various lead roles for 
the community such as traffic, environment, planning  etc., 
depending on their areas of interest, experience and of 
course their availability.

The role does at times have its challenges, but it is also 
very rewarding being able to represent the community and 
residents, and assist with issues e.g. flooding, as well as 
areas of development e.g. liaison with AHSRA and the 
Golden Lion. 

So please consider if you can make some time to get 
involved it would benefit both yourselves and the parish.

If you would like to have an informal discussion to find out 
more, then please either contact Ian Dossett (Chair), Jane 
Colville or Paul Varey (who are both Vice Chairs) or any of 
the other PC councillors. Contact details are on the Parish 
website.

Recent changes Coronavirus…. Stay safe!

The information we are getting about the virus and 
messages that flow from this keep coming. They may be 
subject to slight change but there is some consistency in 
that we are all being urged to accept all the offers made of 
the vaccination programme, to act in a responsible way  
and to follow advice in respect of social distancing, wearing 
face masks, the washing of hands and the avoidance of 
big indoor gatherings.

The government has announced that as from 13 
December England will move to Plan B of the National 
Winter Plan in response to the risks of the Omicron variant. 
This means the following:
• From Monday 13 December, those who can will be 

advised to work from home. Employers should use the 
rest of this week to discuss working arrangements with 
their employees.

• From Friday 10 December, the Government will further 
extend the legal requirement to wear a face mask to 
most public indoor venues, including theatres and 
cinemas. There will be exemptions in venues where it is 
not practical to wear one, such as when you are eating, 
drinking or exercising.

• From Wednesday 15 December, subject to 
Parliamentary approval, the NHS COVID Pass on the 
NHS App will become mandatory for entry into 
nightclubs and settings where large crowds gather, 
including unseated indoor events with 500 or more 
attendees, unseated outdoor events with 4,000 or more 
attendees and any event with 10,000 or more 
attendees.

• People will be able to demonstrate proof of two vaccine 
doses via the app. Having considered the evidence 
since the emergence of Omicron, proof of a negative 
lateral flow test will also be accepted.

• As Omicron spreads in the community, the government 
also intends to introduce daily contact tests for contacts 
of confirmed positive Omicron cases instead of the 10-
day self-isolation period.

A full list of guidance on these changes will be available on 
www.gov.uk

Parish Council Update

http://www.gov.uk/


Ashton Hayes and 
Mouldsworth Community Shop 
is a vital asset to our 
community but we would not 
survive without our 
wonderful volunteers. There 
are many aspects to 
volunteering, not just serving 
customers on the till, and we 
always need more volunteers 
to keep us running smoothly. 
Two of our volunteers 
wanted to share their 
experiences:
“Having recently been 
bereaved, I was looking for 
something to do that would 
bring me into contact with 
more people. Working as a 
volunteer in the shop has 
provided that and been most 
enjoyable.” Graham

“I moved to Ashton Hayes in 
January during lockdown and 
noticed that the village shop 
needed volunteers so after 
getting our house sorted, I 
volunteered to work on the 
till. I was very nervous but 
everyone has been so helpful, 
encouraging and reassuring 
and the customers are very 
understanding. I really enjoy 
volunteering at the shop and 
being part of this lovely 
community, which is so 
fortunate to benefit from 
having a village shop and 
Post Office.” Sue
If you’d like to volunteer like 
Graham and Sue or just want 
to discuss ways in which you 
could help, please contact 
Deb at the shop.
The Committee, Deb and her 
team (Gill, Linda, Sarah, 
Heather and Yvonne) would 
like to wish all our customers 
and volunteers a very happy 
Christmas and New Year.

Christmas opening times

Christmas Eve 7.30am to 2pm
Christmas Day Closed

Boxing Day 10am to 12pm
Bank Holiday Monday 8am to 12pm
Bank Holiday Tuesday 8am to 12pm

New Year’s Eve 7.30am to 2pm
New Year’s Day 10am to 12pm

Bank Holiday Monday 8am to 12pm

Post Office Christmas Opening Times

Christmas Eve & New Year’s Eve 9am to 12pm
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, Monday, Tuesday, 
New Year’s Day and Monday (3rd) – Closed

01829 759023
amcshop@btconnect.com



Richard, pictured here, was lucky 
enough to have won a raffle prize at 
the Altogether Ashton Summer event, 
and a few weeks ago set out with 
George, also pictured, in his lorry for 
the trip of a lifetime. He had a great 
time and loved learning about the 
truck and asked lots of questions about 
it and what it’s like to be a driver. He 
told George that he wants to be a Lorry 
Driver when he grows up! What a 
lovely opportunity.

A little boy’s 
exciting adventure!

Golden Lion Update
December 2021

The Asset of Community Value legislation provided us with a 6 month moratorium to allow us to identify 
funding and place an offer for the Golden Lion to the owner. During the process we were able complete a 
viewing of the property in order to gain an insight into any further deterioration of the premises and to assist 
in gaining an accurate valuation of the property.

We were subsequently able to put a formal offer forwards via the agents to the owner within the 
moratorium period. Unfortunately the offer, which was a very fair one in our opinion, based on current 
market and property condition, was refused by the owner. We then wrote to the owner via the estate agents 
to request a meeting with him or his representatives to discuss how we might proceed with an agreed sale 
and purchase. We are awaiting a response to this request.

Though the moratorium has concluded, the Golden Lion will remain listed as an Asset of Community Value 
which provides considerable additional protection from any change of use proposals. We are continuing to 
receive support and advice from Cheshire West and Chester Council and further meetings are planned for 
this month to discuss any appropriate next steps.

We, as a committee, thank you for all your continued support and encouragement for the project and we 
wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

The GL committee are continuing their work to return The Golden Lion back to its former glory and we will 
continue to keep you updated with progress as it happens. The best way to follow progress is via our 
Facebook page but if you would like to receive email notifications let us know and we will add you to our list. 
Contact details are:

goldenlionashtonhayes@btinternet.com facebook.com/TheGoldenLionAshtonHayes

mailto:goldenlionashtonhayes@btinternet.com


After a cold spring, a pleasant June, and a wet 
August, the allotments thrived in the mild Autumn.

Throughout the year soil moisture was such that, 
though watering was necessary, it wasn’t a terrible 
chore. Even the grass cutting has not been too 
arduous!

After our two attempts to hold a socially 
responsible BBQ were washed out; we had a fine 
day for the Michaelmas clean-up, when great 
improvements were made to the compost pens, as 
well as a thorough trimming of hedges and 
awkward trees.

In terms of produce, broad beans did well all 
round, as did potatoes and most soft fruit. 

Ashton Hayes 
Allotment Association

Pumpkins were good enough for harvest festival 
displays and a plentiful courgette crop ensured 
that most of us lived off ratatouille for much of 
August and September!

The sweet corn looked excellent until an evening 
in early August when invaders (we suspect 
badgers) suddenly decided ours must be sweeter 
than the surrounding forage maize. They more or 
less obliterated most plots. Looking to winter, 
there are high hopes for parsnips and brasicae as 
long as we can keep the pigeons off. 

Presently all the plots are taken but if anyone is 
interested in joining our waiting list please phone 
David on 752070 or email: 
davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com.

As we’ve reported in previous articles, our regular monthly meetings were put on 
hold until Covid restrictions eased, but we’re pleased to announce that we’re now 
up and running again, with a full programme booked for the next twelve months, 
which includes a demonstration using Decorative Salt Dough; the life of Mary 
Queen of Scots and “Chester Uncovered”.
Our meetings restarted in September, in the newly refurbished St John’s Church. 
We welcomed “Can’t Remember” - alias Roy Green and Peter Hulse - who gave a 
very entertaining performance of music and songs and wowed their audience with 
their musical ability and humour.  At our October meeting we welcomed Charles 
Hardy from The Chocolate Shop in Tarporley, who gave a demonstration and talk 
on how to make some of the delicious confectionery sold in his shop.  Our AGM 
was held in November and this saw quite a few changes to our committee 
membership, which included Margaret Sheppard taking over the role of President 
from Barbara Green.  Caroline Scott takes over from Avril Lewis as Secretary and 
Pauline Hayes takes over from Liz Heidenreich as Treasurer.  In December, 
Margaret Sheppard is giving us a demonstration on how to create a flower 
arrangement in a Christmas cracker, which we can all join in with and take home 
with us.  As 2021 comes to an end there is lots to look forward to over the 
forthcoming year.  It is hoped that our members will once again be able to attend 
courses at local venues and can also enjoy some full-day outings.  It’s been so 
long since we’ve been able to take part in either of these things.
We’re also pleased to report that our membership has increased over the last 
twelve months, with two new ladies joining us and with the prospect of more new 
members to follow.  The WI has such a lot to offer women of all ages, both locally 
and at a County and National level.  If you’d like to come along to any of our 
meetings to see for yourself, please get in touch with Margaret Sheppard on 01829 
752455 for more details.  You’d be made most welcome. Take care.

mailto:davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com


   

 

   Timebanking Together 
Ash-worth Time Bank has recently received funding from Timebanking UK to set up a project 
to encourage people to support each other in becoming more active over the winter 
months. 

Why Get Involved?   
The past couple of years have been difficult and have led many people to experience a 
general loss of confidence. Some may have spent months shielding, or might simply be a bit 
anxious about joining a group activity.  Timebanking Together is a way for people to team up 
and become more active in a way that suits them.  Getting involved in a physical activity can 
be a real mood boost and participants will also benefit from an increase in social contact. 

Who Can Take Part?    
Anyone can take part, either as an individual or as part of a group.  If you have a disability, a 
long-term health problem, or if you have a mental health issue, you can request a ‘buddy’ to 
support you to become more active.  It can be easier when someone else is there to 
motivate you and support you.   

What Counts as Activity? 
Anything that gets you moving! This can be as simple as heading to the garden to refill your 
bird feeder, doing some light gardening, or going for a walk.  We have lots of free online 
resources to share with you so you can even get active without leaving home. Everyone 
involved will be sensitive to the fact that different people are comfortable with different 
levels of contact and activity. 

Join Team Time Bank and Make a Difference 
For further information, please contact Ash-worth Time Bank on (01829) 751398 

or email ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk 
 

The initial project will run from December until the end of March and there is a limit to the 
number of the people we can support so please get in touch as soon as possible and let us 
know if you’d like help to access resources or you would like to volunteer to help others. 
 

We also have a regular Walking Group on Tuesdays 10.00 - 12.00pm at The Pavilion, 
a Social Group every other Tuesday at St John’s Church from 2.00 - 4.00pm and 
our Library has now re-opened at the Parish Rooms on a Wednesday  10.00 - 12.00pm 

 
All Welcome 

 

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to Everyone! 

 
Ash-worth Time Bank 

Linking People Together 



As with the Autumn edition we seem to be in a 
situation where we are getting recommendations 
and guidance, only for life and reality to strike!

I think it is fair to say that we had clear hopes that 
the Village and Village Hall would be welcoming 
Christmas and the New Year with hope that it would 
represent something like normal festivities but with 
the onset of Omicron we find ourselves needing to 
be even more careful about how we behave in the 
forthcoming period.

Christmas is and should be a wonderful time and I 
am delighted to say that Father Christmas will visit 
Ashton Hayes again this year. Last year he travelled 
round the village on Christmas Eve leaving from the 
Village Hall (please keep your eyes and ears open 
for his arrival time). As last year, he will be giving his 
reindeer a rest and will be elegantly positioned on 
the back of one of Johnny Walkers flat back trucks! 
Obviously he will be out in the fresh air and will be 
delighted to see the children of the village on his 
travels.

Village Hall 
News

The Hall took a bit of a battering in the recent storm. 
We were following advice to keep windows open but 
unfortunately the wind caused the blinds to move in a 
way that pulled part of them down.

We are hoping to expand our storage facility at the 
back of the Hall and we have asked the Village Shop to 
support us financially. This they have agreed to do as 
long as we are able to get the appropriate permission 
to make the changes - fingers crossed.

We continue to develop the range of facilities and 
opportunities for the residents of Ashton Hayes AND, 
with the wonderful development at St Johns, we now 
believe that the village has an exceptional joint facility.

Sanitising facilities continue to be offered at the Hall 
but if anyone sees we are running short please contact  
martincolville@btinternet.com. If you are interested in 
using our Upper Room for meetings contact Martin 
using his email address or use the village bookings 
email address  ashtonhayesevents@gmail.com

Please be safe and have a wonderful Christmas.

WHAT’S THE BEST FUTURE YOU 
COULD EVER IMAGINE? 

WHEN

WHERE
WHAT

HOW

Wednesdays, starting 12th January

St. John’s Church (2pm) or Zoom (8pm)

A 3-session multimedia course exploring 
the hope offered by the Christian faith

Email contact@ashtonhayes.church

mailto:martincolville@btinternet.com
mailto:ashtonhayesevents@gmail.com


Christmas services 
at St John’s Church

Sunday 19th December
6.30pm – A Service of Nine Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve, 24th December
4pm – Children’s Carol Service

Christmas Day, 25th December
10am – All Age Communion



 

BREAKING NEWS ��iAlents please share the following letter with your little ones. 

He will be leaving the Village Hall just after 5pm. Following a similar route to 

last year, he will first turn right into The Meadows and make his way around that 

side before passing through Estone place/Kelsall road on his way to the other side 

(pentre close etc). Please come and say hello! 


