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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING at 7.15pm 

Monday 18th October 2021 at Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms  
 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Cllr I Dossett – Chairperson 

Cllr J Lutton 
Cllr P Varey 

Cllr J Whitelock-Wainwright 
Cllr R Kinsey 
Cllr D Rounthwaite 

 Cllr Pilott Cllr Deynem (Ward Councillor) 
Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey Members of the public: 1 

 
APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllr Colville and Cllr Craven. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
Cllr Rounthwaite declared an interest in the Ashton Lane Junction with the A54 due to several 
incidents involving people he knows. 
Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding to 
the Golden Lion due to him representing the Parish Council on the action group. 
Cllr Lutton declared a disclosable interest in relation to any matters regarding the Ashton Hayes 
Primary School due to him being a Governor, he undertook not to vote on matters relating to the 
Primary School. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
It was reported that the following communication from residents had been received since the last 
meeting: 
 

1) An email was received from the Chair of Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council claiming 
that a number of hymn and service sheets from Ashton Hayes had been dumped in their 
book box following further investigation it was discovered that these were in fact not from 
Ashton Hayes and we received an apology.  

 
2) An email was received from a resident in relation to the postal name change to Ashton 

Hayes. As a landscape historian, she wishes to object to the proposal as the settlement is 
first recorded as ‘Estone’ in Domesday Book in 1086.  ‘Ashton Hayes’ is a later name 
referring to the estate not the village.   

 
She felt that the historical perspective was important and the name Ashton should be 
preserved.  She therefore requested that her objection to the proposed address change be 
formally recorded. 

 
3) An email from a commercial Company (GoCompare) requesting a link to information they 

have included on their website relating to flood and protecting properties be included within 
the Parish Council’s website. Their information was reviewed and it was agreed that the 
links the Parish Council already have on their website suitably cover flooding and protecting 
properties and adding a link to GoCompare was inappropriate.  
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4) An email was received from a resident who had concerns in relation to the need for speed 
restrictions on Church Road through the village and suggested it would make sense to have 
calming between the pub and Gongar Lane or Pentre Lane. 

 

He additionally raised concerns in relation to a farmer who had covered a field in fertiliser 
where a number of dog owners walk their dogs … making it impossible to use. Whilst he 
acknowledged that this was private land, and he realised that this may be temporary, he 
felt strongly given the village regularly tolerates heavy farm vehicles which he considered 
were destroying the roads and he felt were too big to come through the village. 
 
The resident also raised concerns regarding the state of the roads which he considered to 
be in terrible condition, heading into winter, he believes that CWAC had not repaired the 
roads satisfactorily recently and stated that the road past the Goshawk was again 
undriveable on the side nearest the houses and the junction with Dark Ark Lane was in 
poor condition too.  
He raised a concern about the large amount of council tax that residents pay and felt that 
they deserve to be treated fairly. 
 
The resident requested again the need to make Kelsall Road one way which he had raised 
in previous correspondence and believed it had been dismissed. 
 
A response to this resident had been sent in between meetings responding to his issues.  

 
5) An email was received from a resident seeking clarification on progress being made 

following the January floods to the area, especially to the damaged/collapsed drains. 
 

He also reported that he had noticed the grid in the layby at Ashton Hayes school is not 
taking water and is overflowing. 

 
A response to this resident had been sent in between meetings responding to his issues.  

 
6) Cllr Whitelock-Wainwright reported to have received comments from a number of residents 

about the resurfacing of roads towards Mouldsworth. Questions were raised as to why the 
stretch from Ashton to Mouldsworth had not been resurfaced as residents believed it was in 
a worse condition.  Cllr Deynem confirmed that this area was in the five-year plan to be 
resurfaced by CWaC. 

 
7) Cllr Lutton asked for an update in relation to the A54 junction as following the 

improvements made he believed there to be further improvements planned.  Cllr Deynem 
confirmed that he believed that the Highways Engineers had looked to increase the visibility 
splays when heading out towards Chester.  Cllr Deynem confirmed that traffic turning in 
from Chester to Ashton may block the view.   
ACTION: Cllr Deynem undertook to follow-up with CWaC. 

 
8) Cllr Rounthwaite reported that there were two damaged stiles between Shay Lane and 

Kelsall.  These have been reported to CWaC by Cllr Craven. 
ACTION: Cllr Craven to follow-up with CWaC.  

 
9) Cllr Lutton reported that residents had raised questions about the drains at the end of 

Kelsall Road.  It was confirmed that they have been cleared out – it was requested that 
Andrew Coward (CWaC) be contacted regarding a review of the situation. 
ACTION: Cllr Rounthwaite to monitor.  
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10) Cllr Rounthwaite reported upon the thinning work being carried out in Andrews Wood – 

Simon Harding is undertaking the work over the next 3-4 years to thin the trees. Some of 
the Fairy doors have been removed whilst this work is undertaken.  The maintenance work 
will be undertaken on a Monday each week.  
ACTION: Include an article on the Around Ashton. With a suggested ‘no dog walking on a 
Monday’ to be put on the website.  

 
Cllr Dossett declared an interest in relation to the Speeding on Peel Hall Lane. 
 

11) Cllr Varey advised the meeting that he had received 3 individual reports of a car allegedly 
speeding on the private road near Peel Hall Park narrowly missing pedestrians.  Cllr Dossett 
has spoken with the residents to hopefully resolve this issue and reported that the residents 
believed that it was a delivery driver.  Pedestrians also need to be mindful that when 
walking along the roads they keep to the highway code, keeping dogs on leads etc.  
ACTION: Cllr Rounthwaite to check if Peel Hall Lane was included in the 20mph speed limit 
towards the Scout Hut. 

 
12) Cllr Dossett reported that during the agricultural season the roads around Ashton Hayes 

have been kept clean and the Parish Council thanked the farmers for ensuring this.   
 

13) Cllr Dossett reported that a resident had raised a concern following a lorry that had got 
stuck on West End and had suggested that a sign could be put up to discourage lorries 
from entering West End.  Cllr Deynem highlighted that this was probably due to Peel Hall 
Lane being closed at the time and therefore a one off. If it happened more regularly then 
CWaC may look to install a sign.  

 
14) Cllr Dossett reported that a resident was impressed by a system that Audlem PC has in 

place where local residents can voluntarily contribute to a charity and the funds raised used 
around the village. This is over and above the Precept and allowed the residents, via the 
charity, to undertake specific projects within the village to improve maintenance and other 
areas.  The Parish Council agreed to note this at this time.  

 
EXTERNAL MATTERS 
Flood Management Awareness and Community Resilience Plans – Cllr Varey reported following a 
recent event organised by CWaC upon Flood Management Awareness and the Community 
Resilience Plans.  The event itself was divided into two parts, flood and resilience investigations 
and Community Resilience Plans.  The part on flooding was really a recap on things the Parish 
Council had already been advised of. The Community Resilience Plan part was trying to encourage 
local communities to draw up a Resilience Plan in the future.   
 
Local Nature Recovery Strategy – Cllr Dossett provided a report to the Parish Council that the 
agreed response to the Local Nature Recovery Strategy has been submitted.  
 
Tackling Speeds in Cheshire – following a press release from the Police and Crime Commissioner 
in conjunction with CHALC, looking for partners to support an average speed awareness trial, Cllr 
Rounthwaite has been investigating.  The trial would run for up to 5 years. They are looking for 4 
local Councils who are interested in the trials and could be willing to contribute up to £5,000 per 
year.   
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Cllr Rounthwaite highlighted that if the 20mph scheme went ahead by the Golden Lion then the 
Parish Council would need to pay half towards installing the signs – this project could be delayed 
to allow the trials mentioned above to be undertaken.  Additionally, a Road Safety Trust Grant 
Application could be applied for; the current grant scheme grants up to £10,000.  Cllr Rounthwaite 
therefore asked the Parish Council if they would be prepared to underwrite the £5,000 per year 
costings for this project.  Cllr Dossett raised concerns in relation to the Parish Council committing 
to £5,000 per year as this could mean a significant increase to the Precept if no alternative 
funding streams could be found. In addition several questions in relation to the extent, location 
and duration of the scheme remain to be resolved. 
ACTION: It was reported that there would be a meeting on 3rd November with a representative 
of the CHALC Executive Board to explore the project further. 
 
RESOLVED 21/042 – that the Parish Council proceed with site meetings to explore the trial 
further and gain a better understanding of the specification and costs for the project.  The Parish 
Council will then look at how best to fund the project if we are successful in becoming one of the 
four trial areas.  
 
ChALC Survey - Impact of Covid on Council Business  
ACTION: Cllr Varey undertook to review the survey and submit a response on behalf of the 
Parish Council.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.    
RESOLVED 21/043 – the Chairman signed the minutes as a true and correct record of the 
meeting held on 13th September 2021. 
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
Action List updates, not otherwise included on the Agenda: 
 
Brines Brow – Cllr Deynem reported that CWaC were finally progressing this and now have an 
officer working to look at options to reinstate the sign.  Cllr Deynem had also found a supplier and 
was seeking an appropriate quote. 
 
Milestone between Ashton & Mouldsworth – Cllr Deynem reported that the Milestone at the south 
end of Ashton needed refurbishment and the milestone between Ashton & Mouldsworth appeared 
to be missing.  
ACTION: Clerk to apply for Members Ward Grant for the refurbishment of the Milestone at the 
south end of Ashton. 
ACTION: Cllr Deynem to investigate further the location of the milestone towards Mouldsworth as 
it is believed to have been hit by a vehicle. 
 
Collaborating between Parish Councils – Cllr Deynem reported that a shared website is proposed 
to be set up.  To get a better understanding of issues in the Sandstone Ward.   
ACTION: it was suggested that a joint meeting be organised, Cllr Deynem to ask the other five 
Parish Councils if they would be interested in attending a joint meeting to look at best practice 
and how parish councils can collaborate more.  
 
Royal Mail - Nothing further to report beyond the fact Royal Mail have undertaken the consultation 
they indicated they would and letters went to residents.  Waiting for Royal Mail to report back on 
the consultation results. 
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Dropped kerb off field on Church Road [following Gladstone Barn conversion] - Cllr Colville has the 
Farm Trust agent’s contact details and will try to speak to him about the developer not having met 
all the conditions and requirements and that the PC will report this to the Council’s enforcement 
team unless there is an agreement to or evidence of it being attended to promptly. 

Duck Lane Sign - Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed he had chased Mr Reeves from CWaC on the 24th 
Sept to request an update on the sign being reinstated.  

Wildflowers – Cllr Dossett confirmed that CWaC are looking to undertake one project per ward.  

Completed actions since the last meeting were as follows: 
 Approve all invoices for payment since last meeting. 
 Apply for Bank Card 
 Review Financial Regulations and put on next agenda for any amendments to be approved 
 Submit planning response to 21/02031/FUL – 6 Whitegate Lane 
 Submit planning response to 21/02024/FUL – Daisy Bank, Church Road 
 Submit planning response to 21/03672/TPO – 4 Dunns Lane, Ashton Hayes 
 Remove ‘Bridging the Gap’ from the Agenda 
 Order Litter Picking Equipment for 23rd October 
 Include information on footpaths in Around Ashton 
 Escalate the dropped curb problem at Ty Ceyln to CWaC 
 Put together information pack for stage 2 grant applicants.  

 
PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeting dated 28th September 2021.  
 
It was reported that the following planning application results have been received from CWaC:  
 
 21/00264/FUL – 11 Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes – Application for the use of timber boarding 

to the front elevation (retrospective) – Approved 
 20/03800/FUL – Timadon Farm, Delamere Road, Ashton Hayes – Relocate an existing building 

and re-establish the kennels business - Approved 
 
It was reported that the following responses had been submitted to CWaC since the last meeting: 
 
 21/03031/FUL – 6 Whitegate Lane, Ashton Hayes, Chester CH3 8DF – Dormer additions to the 

roof, removal of chimneys with replacement flue and alteration to facing materials – the Parish 
Council supported this application. 

 21/03015/FUL – Ashton Grange Cottage, Grange Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AE – Alterations 
to existing outbuilding to form guest accommodation and home office – the Parish Council 
supported this application. 

 
 21/02024/FUL – Daisy Bank, Church Road, Ashton Hayes CH3 8AB – replace single glazed 

wood windows with double glazed UPVC wood effect/design windows, no colour change, flush 
sash design windows being installed to match existing design – the Parish Council supported 
this application.  

 21/03672/TPO - 4 Dunns Lane Ashton Hayes Chester Cheshire CH3 8BU - Oak: Reduce height 
of oak tree to enhance shape and appearance. Top of oak tree has out grown proper shape, 
reducing the top section will balance tree and increase amenity value and appearance – the 
Parish Council supported this application.  
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ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 21/044 that the YTD Cashbook and Out-turn documents dated 30th September 2021 
be approved. 
 
RESOLVED 21/045 that the council accept the expenditure presented to the meeting for 
approval as set out below: 
 
To whom paid Details Amount 
Clerk’s Salary Tax Point 7 £546.33 
Clerk’s Expenses  £89.79 
Ashton & District Gardening Club £170.10 
Peter Wolveridge Batteries for Millennium Pathway £25.98 
SLCC SLCC Branch Conference 2021 £30.00 
St Johns PCC Churchyard Maintenance Grant £500 

 
Bank Reconciliation 
RESOLVED 21/046 that Cllr Pilott sign the Bank Reconciliation dated 30th September 2021 and 
Bank Statements on behalf of the Parish Council as a true and correct record.  
 
Financial Regulations  
RESOLVED 21/047 that Item 6.10 – Instructions for the Making of Payments in the Financial 
Regulations be amended to include: 
 
“Any Debit Card issued for use will be specifically restricted to the Clerk and the RFO and will also 
be restricted to a single transaction maximum value of £250 unless authorised by council or 
finance committee in writing before any order is placed.” 
 
Poppy Wreath 
It was approved for a Poppy Wreath to be purchased for Remembrance Sunday at a cost of 
£22.25. 
 
Review of Spending Requirements for 2021-22 
The remaining budget for 2021-22 was reviewed and the expected year end Expenditure was 
revised to be £24,840 
 
Review the Clerk’s Salary for 2022-23 
RESOLVED 21/048 – that the Parish Council approve the pay scale incremental increase from 
SCP24 to SCP25 from 1st April 2022 for the financial year 2022-23. 
It was agreed that the additional allowances that the clerk had requested be brought to a Staffing 
Committee and then to the next meeting for approval.  
 
GOLDEN LION 
Cllr Deynem reported that He is working with the Deputy Chief Executive of CWaC to assist the 
Golden Lion Community Hub Committee to support their end goal.  In the meantime, the 
moratorium is still running. Cllr Deynem has approached the County Valuer to undertake a red 
book valuation – however there is a six-week delay.  He also reported that there has not been a 
response from the Government Shared Ownership Scheme, Cllr Deynem hoped to hear before the 
end of 2021. 
 
Cllr Deynem left the meeting.  
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HIGHWAYS 
Traffic Issues  
Cllr Rounthwaite confirmed that a further 3 people were willing to join the speed monitoring 
group.  They are looking to undertake the required training in speed monitoring by CWaC.  
 
It was reported that CWaC have confirmed that from initial impressions the data would seem to 
support a 20mph limit from Gongar Lane to Peel Hall Lane. The data from so close to the bends 
can’t justify extending any further out than Peel Hall Lane beyond which average speeds are much 
higher. 
 
CWaC confirmed that any proposal would have to go through the validation process with other 
officers and the police before they could confirm the appropriate speed limit. The PC or local 
member would have to fund 50% of the costs of the additional signs. 
 
Speed Limits on B5393  
Cllr Rounthwaite reported that Cllr Deynem has asked the traffic engineer to conduct a survey of 
subject to the Parish Councils funding 50% of the signage that may be required.  It was 
RESOLVED 20/049 to pause this for now.  
 
SID Machine – Cllr Rounthwaite provided statistical information relating to the Speed Indicator 
Device that had been carried out since June 2021. 
 

 Between 4th and 10th June 64% of the vehicles who travelled south bound at Ashton School 
were travelling over 30mph 

 Between 11th and 24th June 61% of the vehicles who travelled north bound at Ashton 
School were travelling over 30mph 

 Between 25th and 1st July 71% of the vehicles who travelled south bound at Ashton School 
were travelling over 30mph 

 Between 31st July and 6th September 65% of the vehicles who travelled south bound at 
Ashton School were travelling over 30mph 

 Between 17th September and 27th September 61% of the vehicles who travelled north 
bound at Ashton School were travelling over 30mph 

 
COUNCIL MATTERS 
General Power of Competence 
It was reported that currently the Parish Council have a pre-determined set of government powers 
to which they work.  If the Parish Council wishes they could seek to extend their powers by 
adopting what is termed the General Power of Competence, subject to them meeting the 
necessary requirements.  Cllr Varey highlighted that he felt it would be worth exploring, although 
the PC does not currently meet all the requirements and it was suggested that this be reviewed 
again in 2023. 
ACTION: Review again in April 2023 once progress towards meeting the requirements has been 
made. 
 
Publication Scheme 
RESOLVED 21/050 to adopt the Publication Scheme.  
 
Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are currently 2 vacancies. Cllr Colville raised, in her absence, expressed concerns regarding 
current gender imbalance and believes that more effort should be made to rectify that as the 
Parish Council consider co-options.  Cllr Colville is in the middle of exploring with some local 
female residents if they would be interested. She asked that others, if possible, also seek 
candidates  
ACTION: Advertise the positions through NextDoor, the Website, Facebook & Noticeboards.  
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Staff Committee 
RESOLVED 21/051 to adopt the Staff Committee policy. 
It was also agreed the following councillors would sit on the committee - Cllr Varey, Cllr Dossett, 
(Cllr Dossett to ask Cllr Craven & Cllr Colville if they would sit on the Committee also). 
 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
Resilience Emergency Plan – It was reported that progress had been made over the last few 
weeks and it was planned to be shared in draft form with the PC at its November meeting.  From 
there it would go to CWaC to receive their advice and comments. 
ACTION:  Put on Agenda for November Meeting.  
 
Environmental Renewal Project – it was reported that following the submissions of the 
Environmental Renewal Project that CWaC contacted Cllr Varey and met with him to review the 
needs of the area. Following site visits CWaC agreed to undertake the necessary work.  Some of 
this has already been completed, whilst other work is still to be scheduled. The work completed by 
CWaC will be kept under review and regular reports made to council. 
 
Contribution to Scouts -  
RESOLVED to purchase equipment to the value of £275 subject to sufficient budget being 
available. 
 
Tarvin Educational Trust 
Cllr Colville submitted a written report in her absence following the Tarvin Educational Trust 
meeting she attended.  She reported that the applications for financial support have been received 
and dealt with this year and she was very pleased to say that significantly more applications were 
from our parish than in previous years. She believes that in total 5 were agreed from our area out 
of 16 total applications.  This she believes could be down to the work undertaken to publicise the 
existence of the fund for local young people and she suggests this gets repeated in the Spring and 
that in the meantime a short report on this is put into the next edition of Around Ashton. 
 
CWaC Social Care Commissioning 
Cllr Colville confirmed in a written report in her absence, that this item no-longer required 
discussion as the Council have sensibly decided to allow existing contracts to remain in place for 
the agreed period [to September 22] and in that time to consult in depth with those who would 
have been affected by the closure of what are in effect preventative community services to 
vulnerable people.   
 
Queens Jubilee Arrangements for 2022 
Cllr Colville was asked to discuss with AHSRA if they would be willing for the field to be used on 
one of the days of the long weekend for a Queens Jubilee Celebration.  Cllr Colville confirmed that 
AHSRA are willing for this to happen and are willing to be included within the organisation of the 
event however did not want to lead on it as they would normally do with Picnic in the Park. 
 
They felt there was real value in it being led by the PC and involve a number of the local 
organisations. 
 
It was suggested that Sunday 5th June 2022 would be the better date for any event to take place 
and that the PC would lead the event, 
ACTION:  Cllr Colville to take the lead role on behalf of the Parish Council with Cllr Rounthwaite 
assisting with any beacon development.  
 
ACTION: It was also agreed to advertise on NextDoor and in the next edition of Around Ashton 
for local residents who may be interested in assisting with the organisation of the event. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
Hedges Update 
Cllr Dossett reported on a survey he conducted with Karl Farrow from CWaC of the hedge issues 
around the village.  It was reported previously that there were 52 hedges of potential concern, of 
which 16 have been resolved.  Karl Farrow is now going to write to 24 residents whose hedges 
are still causing concern.   The remaining 12 are ok at this time but will be monitored ongoing. 
ACTION: CWaC to write to residents whose hedges are a specific concern seeking their action to 
address the concerns. 
 
Woodland and Hedgerow Update 
Nothing further to report.  One of the schemes that CWaC are currently running includes trees in 
verges – Cllr Dossett asked if the Parish Council would like to explore this further.  
ACTION: that Cllr Dossett seek further information and bring to a future Parish Council Meeting.  
 
Community Clean Up  
It was reported that the next Community Clean-up event would take place on Saturday 23rd 
October, at the Pavilion from 10.30am, this would be on a smaller scale than previously partly due 
to the fact the village is already looking quite tidy.  
 
FLOOD RELIEF UPDATE 
Cllr Varey reported upon the works that CWaC are proposing to undertake. The Parish Council had 
requested clarification on timescales for this work to be carried out.  
 
The list provided by CWaC is: 
 
a. Expose the buried chamber on Shay Lane adjacent to nos. 1 & 3. This chamber contains a 

large diameter pipe that we assume runs along the rear garden boundaries of Willow Hayes 
and Dunns Lane. 

b. Replace the open gully on the unmade section of Shay Lane with a catchpit and new gully 
pot in the same area. 

c. Clear the outfall pipe of the ditch from the farmland, 
d. Clear a quantity of build up from the EA gabion headwall. 
e. We are also intending to line the section of the pipe as it runs through The Forge. However, 

the first section of this pipe has been damaged by a crossing service that at this stage I am 
assuming is the United Utilities foul sewer. This is the sewer that runs down Duck Lane that 
has a history of surcharging. I would like UU to investigate this aspect before we line the 
pipe that is subject to root ingress. 

 
Cllr Dossett raised concern that the work that CWaC are undertaking is just to rectify issues and 
not improve the capacity of the system. This will be fed back to CWaC.  
 
AROUND ASHTON 
The following items would be carried forward for consideration in the next issue due in December. 
- Andrews Wood 
- Tarvin Educational Trust 
- Parish Council Vacancies 
- Jubilee Event Volunteers needed 
- Community Clean-up report 
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Cllr Colville, in her absence, raised concerns regarding the potential impact of our efforts to move 
to electronic delivery of AA. This had been raised following Cllr Colville hearing 3 or 4 people 
talking about them no longer reading AA now they had chosen to receive it electronically. 
 
It was proposed to survey everyone who has asked to receive Around Ashton electronically so that 
the extent of any issues could be ascertained and corrective actions taken. 
ACTION: It was agreed that Cllr Varey will create a short survey and agree its contents with all 
councillors before sending out.  
 

PART 2 
 
PARISH ROOMS UPDATE 
Cllr Dossett raised concern with regards to questions raised by the insurance company asked to 
provide an Indemnity Policy quote for any disposal of the rooms  
 
It was agreed that no further work can be undertaken with regards to this until planning 
permission is obtained.   
 
ACTION: Cllr Pilott to seek a generalised quote.  
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
It was reported that the date and time of the next meeting was Monday 8th November at 7.15pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 22:08 
 
Signed:............................................................... Dated:............................................... 
 
 


