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ASHTON HAYES and HORTON-cum-PEEL  
PARISH ROOMS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Monday 7TH June 2021 at 7.00pm via Zoom.  
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: P Varey – Chair J Colville 
 J Lutton 

S Pilott 
E Farrall 

J Whitelock-Wainwright 
B Craven 
D Rounthwaite 
G Forgrave (Caretaker) 

Clerk: Trudy Ryall-Harvey  
 
APOLOGIES – Apologies were received from I Dossett, R Kinsey  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 1st MARCH 2020. 
The minutes were reviewed for accuracy and accepted as a true and correct record of the meeting 
held on 1st March 2021. 
 
ACTIONS SINCE LAST MEETING 
It was reported that all actions since the last meeting had been undertaken and completed where 
possible: 
 
Action Actioned by Status 
Contribute ½ of cost of drain cleaning I Dossett Completed 
Rod Drains I Dossett/ 

Caretaker 
Carry 
forward 

Parish Rooms rear wall – review condition in preparation for 
Caretaker to paint 

I Dossett/ 
Caretaker 

 

Dig out gravel at back of Parish Rooms  I Dossett/ D 
Rounthwaite 

Completed 

Clerk to contact relevant national association for advice on how the 
government’s roadmap affects the re-opening timetable for the 
Parish Rooms 

Clerk Completed 

 
It was agreed, provisionally, that the rear wall should be brush painted by the Caretaker subject 
to a view from I Dossett as to why he felt it should be spray-painted. It was noted that the 
caretaker was willing to undertake the painting of it. 
 
ANNUAL REPORT 
The Chair presented the Annual Report that had been prepared by I Dossett for the last year. The 
trustees approved this report for the period April 2020 – March 2021 and this will be placed on the 
parish council website. 
 
ACCOUNTS 

- The end of year cashbook for 2020-21 was submitted to the meeting and approved against 
bank statements.  

- The Accounts and Financial Summary were approved for submission to the Charity 
Commission following the meeting.   

- Internal Audit 2020-21. It was reported that this had been carried out. The comments of 
the Internal Auditor were brought to the meeting and they were positive with no material 
issues being raised. The auditor’s previous recommended improvements were adopted.   
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ACTION: B Craven to amend the Risk Assessment 
ACTION: J Lutton to review the reinstatement value of the Parish Rooms 

Last valued at 2009 when the rebuild and reinstatement value was £175,000 
- Bank Reconciliation – ACTION: Circulated to the Trustee’s after the meeting.  

 
MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR THE YEAR 
The schedule of meetings for 2021-22 were agreed as: 
Monday 6th September 2021, 6th December 2021, 7th March 2022 and 6th June 2022 at 7.00pm 
(AGM). 
 
It was agreed that these would continue via Zoom unless otherwise decided.  
 
MAINTENANCE UDPATE 
The Caretaker provided the following maintenance update for the Parish rooms. 
 
On the 8th March 2021 a new water meter was fitted, as the old one was out of date and the 
screen was damaged and scratched.  Additionally, the window film has been fitted to the rear 
window to provide privacy for the neighbour. 
 
Polling day - 6th May 2021 
The Caretaker was on standby from 5:45am until 10:45pm. Everything went smoothly on the day. 
The Caretaker made sure that the room was thoroughly cleaned and fogged before the day, and 
that all the safety precautions were adhered to. She met up with the Presiding officer and went 
through the risk assessment with him. 
 
There was a small leak in the kitchen area. This was caused by a faulty gland on the tap in the 
cupboard under the sink. A plumber was called out on the 18th May 2021 to fit a new gland. He 
did suggest that we have a new tap fitted as the existing one is very old. 
 
The Caretaker continues to visit the room regularly to check it over inside and outside. She also 
cleans the room, toilets and kitchen area regularly and keeps the outside of the building tidy.  
Chemex have still not collected the feminine bin and therefore the Caretaker will undertake to 
dispose of the bin via the tip, following all appropriate measures and requirements.  
 
Regarding future bookings for the Parish Rooms the Ashton Hayes Theatre Club have made one 
booking in September for a small rehersal. 
 
The Caretaker has spent some time contacting the existing hirers asking them how they feel about 
coming back safely to the Parish room. They have sent messages back which have been 
forwarded on for the Trustee’s to review.  Feedback is mixed and at the moment the situation is 
looking as follows: the WI have decided to hire the church due to provision of the car parking and 
the size of the hall.  The scrabble club are undecided as to whether they will be coming back and 
when. Village Praise will use the Church. AHTC will use the Parish Rooms for smaller plays and the 
Church for larger plays. Timebank are unsure when they will return and how many groups will 
return as some groups may merge and utilise the Church. 
 
PARISH ROOMS RE-OPENING 
P Varey, J Colville and the Caretaker undertook to review how many people can utilise the room 
using the 1 meter with face coverings rule.   
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The caretaker suggested if it might be possible to open up the building as a library for the whole 
village – clarification would need to be sought from Timebank about whether this could be viable.  
 
D Rounthwaite suggested that maybe refreshments could be provided to encourage people to 
utilise the room as an informal drop in venue .Concerns were expressed by J Colville as to how 
that might be managed depending on what further easing of restrictions there are going to be.  
 
Review options again at the next meeting when we will be more aware of the restrictions that 
apply and of the booking levels and interest in booking the facility.  
 
ACTION:  draw together a COVID-19 Risk Assessment for approval prior to the next meeting due 
to a booking first week in September. 
ACTION: P Varey, J Colville and the Caretaker to meet on 11th June re numbers at the Parish 
Rooms. 
 
Broadband Internet Reinstatement – it was agreed to bring this back to the next meeting.  
 
AOB 
 
No other business.  
 
PART TWO 
 
DISCUSSION FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED 
 
A discussion took place regarding some communications received by the trustees. The minutes of 
this part of the meeting are recorded in a separate document as they contain commercially 
sensitive details. 
 

Meeting closed at 21.01 
 

The next Parish Rooms is scheduled to take place on Monday 6th September, 2021 at 7.00pm 
 


