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This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story please contact 
Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

The Ashton Hayes Community Hub Committee 
have been busy despite the inevitable 
restrictions caused by the pandemic. When 
Covid restrictions began to be lifted in July last 
year we were able to pick up with Cheshire West 
and Chester Council regarding our request for a 
Compulsory Purchase Order on the pub, but 
unfortunately another lockdown was put in 
place before much progress could be made.

However, throughout lockdown the committee 
continued to produce the necessary documents 
to request the relisting of The Golden Lion as an 
Asset of Community Value (ACV). This request 
was approved and the property was relisted on 
the 29th April 2021. 

Subsequently the owner notified the Council 
that he wishes to sell by auction. This triggers 
the interim Moratorium which gives the 
community 6 weeks to decide whether or not to 
trigger the full Moratorium, which can run up to 
6 months. This then provides us with the 
opportunity for meaningful engagement in the

The Golden Lion

sale process. The Community Hub Committee 
will now trigger the full Moratorium with a view 
to revaluing the premises and putting in an offer 
at the auction. 

The owner has also registered their right to 
appeal the listing of the Golden Lion as an ACV; 
the above two processes will run concurrently.

You may have noticed that ‘sold’ signs went up 
at the pub during May but having spoken to the 
estate agent it was confirmed that the pub had 
not been sold.

The committee are continuing their work to 
return The Golden Lion back to its former glory 
and we will keep you updated with progress as 
it happens. The best way to follow progress is 
via our Facebook page but if you would like to 
receive email notifications let us know and we 
will add you to our list. Contact details are: 
goldenlionashtonhayes@btinternet.com and 
facebook.com/TheGoldenLionAshtonHayes

http://goldenlionashtonhayes@btinternet.com
http://facebook.com/TheGoldenLionAshtonHayes


The Ashton Hayes & Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council 
held its Annual General Meeting on 6/5/21 at which the 
previous chairman and deputy chairs were re-elected.
The meeting that followed included, in addition to the 
usual matters, a review of the Internal Audit and its 
findings. These were satisfactory with just a few minor 
suggested improvements.
More importantly the meeting reviewed and approved the 
Parish Council Annual Report which contains: 
o the financial position of the council at year ending 

31/3/21 as given in its bank reconciliation,
o an explanation of significant variances compared to 

the budget
o Year end accounts giving details of all the financial 

transactions
o Asset register
o Assessment of risks and mitigations
Full details can be found under the May 2021 PC meeting 
entry on the Ashton Hayes Parish Council website.

Around Ashton is available to all residents of the Parish 
of Ashton Hayes and Horton cum Peel, and we would like 
to think that past residents who have moved away can 
access it via our village website. In keeping with our 
community’s stated aim to reduce our carbon footprint  
we have been trying to reduce the number of papers 
copies printed and hand delivered, and are keen that 
these are reserved for those who have no easy access to 
the internet or are unable for whatever reason to use the 
necessary technology to do so.
Please can we ask you all once again to think hard as to 
whether you might be able to switch to an electronic copy  
and if you can then inform Elaine Farrall   
Elaine@farralls.co.uk so she can remove you from the 
list of those who still receive a paper copy. She will  
ensure you can access an electronic version. There can 
be a slight advantage in receiving the electronic version 
as it will at times contain additional information and 
images.

Parish Council Update
Access to Around Ashton

Footpaths and hedges
Many thanks to those of you who have responded to the 
article in the Spring version of Around Ashton and have 
cut back your hedges where they were causing 
difficulties with footpath access. It has made a big 
difference particularly in Church Road opposite the 
Golden Lion.

Unfortunately there are still areas where improvements 
are still necessary and, as previously highlighted, 
CWAC have been asked to assess the position against 
their criteria. They will follow up with property owners 
where necessary. As the season progresses and growth 
gets underway please do keep an eye on the situation 
and the needs of pedestrians.

The Parish Rooms

Annual Report

If you use Facebook make sure you connect to our new 
Facebook page for the latest updates and 
announcements.
https://www.facebook.com/AHParishCouncil

We are very pleased to announce that we hope to be  
re-opening the Rooms soon. We have assessed the 
venue against the current Government’s criteria and, 
subject to the use of mitigating factors such as hand 
sanitiser and ventilation, we  believe we can safely 
accommodate up to 30 people at a 1m distance wearing 
face coverings. This, however, is dependent on any 
changes to the criteria and national guidance.
Full guidance will be provided to all users in respect of 
procedures that must be followed to adhere to COVID-
19 safety guidelines.
If you wish to book the Rooms please contact our 
Caretaker, Gillian by emailing 
bookings@ashtonhayespc.co.uk or by telephoning 
01829 751943 or 07799 706007. Alternatively you can 
complete the booking form at 
https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/parish-rooms-2/bookings/

New Parish Council 
Facebook Page

mailto:Elaine@farralls.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AHParishCouncil
mailto:bookings@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/parish-rooms-2/bookings/


Speed Watch – Cameras are 
used, please drive carefully!
Late last month the Speed Watch group collected our own 
Speed Indicator Device (SID), as mentioned in the last 
edition of AA. Some may have seen our trial run outside 
the school on Bank Holiday Monday.

The plan is to use the SID in more or less the same 
locations where we previously used CWaC’s device; these 
have been approved by the CWaC traffic engineers. We 
will leave the SID up for longer periods though, as this 
model has the capacity to store traffic speeds and should 
allow us to provide reports for both CWaC and the police, 
therefore reinforcing our requests for improved traffic 
safety measures in the village.

CWaC engineers committed to a number of road safety 
investigations just before Covid regulations began in 2020. 
These have suffered understandable delays but the Parish 
Council keep pushing for the work to be done. CWaC 
started last month with speed monitoring on the Golden 
Lion double bend and the Pentre Lane/Gongar Lane 
staggered junction; we hope to see their results, analysis 
and conclusions soon.

Please note the police will continue to use their camera 
from time to time on the B5393 so do watch your speed.

If anyone would like to join the speedwatch group and be 
trained (training takes half an hour) to operate our new SID 
please contact David Rounthwaite, 
davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk

Parish Council Update
Dog Fouling Update

Lamp Post Poppies
By the time you read this, the Royal British Legion will 
have celebrated their centenary.  The lamppost poppies 
were a good way to join in the celebrations and we intend 
to bring them back again for Remembrance in November. 
If you feel any areas were overlooked please let us know.

As publicised earlier in the year the parish council has set 
up an advisory group to look at the issue of irresponsible 
dog owners.  The response from residents was very good 
and the first (virtual) meeting took place in April. A 
number of ideas were explored and these have now 
been investigated further.
On 12th May CWaC Regulatory Services conducted a 
site visit with three members of the group so that they 
now understand the issues we are facing. As a result, the 
frequency of dog warden patrols and other enforcement 
measures has increased. CWaC will not hesitate to 
prosecute anyone found to be in breach of the law, as 
they have already done elsewhere.
The primary school is working on posters highlighting the 
health hazards of dog poo. Watch out for them around 
the village.
Look out for the new poster on Whitegate Lane as it 
watches you pass! It was kindly donated by Kelsall Parish 
Council. The message it conveys could not be clearer.  
There are other things going on in the background, more 
of which in a later edition.
Finally, CWaC is currently conducting a public 
consultation on dog control, which includes dog fouling, 
and this runs until 4th July.  To take part visit 
https://participatenow.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/do
g-s-order-pspo-2021-2024-consultation

On behalf of the 
parish council and all 
concerned residents, 
a huge thank you to 
everyone who has 
been picking up their 
dog mess.  There has 
been a noticeable 
improvement over the 
last few weeks. Let’s 
keep it up and see if 
we can get the 
extremely small 
number of remaining 
inconsiderate dog 
owners to join in and 
pick up their own dog 
mess too.

Loud Music/Noise
If you prefer to stay close to home, then the garden is the 
place to be, but please do bear in mind that if you take 
music or the radio with you, then either keep the volume 
down or use headphones. Your neighbours will welcome 
this as they may well have different tastes in music. Enjoy 
the Summer!

davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
https://participatenow.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/dog-s-order-pspo-2021-2024-consultation


Parish Council Update
Community Spring Clean
On 29th May, around 30 residents followed all COVID-
19 restrictions to take part in the first community spring 
clean since the pandemic started.
As you can see, it was an all-age affair with a helping 
hand from man’s best friend too! 
They did a wonderful job making the village and 
surrounding areas clean and tidy and the Parish Council 
would like to thank everyone who took part for giving up 
their time to improve their local community.
The main topic of conversation from everyone was 
how little rubbish there is now, compared to a few 
years ago when the event first started. This is 
fantastic and shows how everyone is keen to keep 
our community clean and tidy.
We are hoping to return to the usual twice-yearly clean-
up events (spring and autumn) as restrictions permit.

Fairy Doors
Its now been about three months since we became 
aware of the fairy community in Andrew’s Wood and 
since then lots of local people have visited them along 
with quite a number from further afield. 

All the reports the Parish Council have received have 
been very positive and thanks have to go to the 
following: Paul Tucker [aka Barnsie] who designed and 
made the doors, Lauren Colville who helped him and 
planned and oversaw the project, and the Parish Council 
who supported and invested in it in order to bring the 
local community some joy and pleasure during what has 
been such a miserable time.

Those of you who are by now familiar with the fairy  
doors may be interested to hear that it is quite possible 
that in the not too distant future some changes may take 
place, including certain of their dwelling places moving to  
different locations in the woods. We understand this is 
perfectly normal for woodland fairies who enjoy a change 
of scenery every so often. So keep your eyes open when 
you visit the woods. You never know what you might 
see!

Tarvin Educational Foundation
The Parish Council are keen to bring this Foundation to the 
attention of local residents as our parish is within its 
catchment area. Young people from the parish can and 
should apply for support as outlined below. Such 
applications will get considered alongside claims from the 
residents of the other parishes in the area.
The Tarvin Educational Foundation is a Charity set up to 
manage the endowment of the old Tarvin Grammar School. 
The purpose of the charity is to assist the educational 
needs of students of secondary school age, or older, who 
live in the Ancient Parish of Tarvin. The award may take the 
form of financial assistance for books, instruments, tools for 
a trade and other projects. Today this usually takes the 
form of help with the costs of University or College courses, 
apprenticeships and also for overseas projects of an 
educational nature. These awards are made by the 
Governors of the Trust who are representatives of the 
Parish Councils of Tarvin, Kelsall, Ashton Hayes and 
Clotton Hoofield, together with a representative of Cheshire 
West and Chester Borough Council as the Local Education 
Authority and up to three co-opted members.
The Governors are pleased to consider any application 
made by students residing in the appropriate area. Initial 
interest in an application should be made to the Clerk by 
the 1st July with full name and local address, postcode, 
email and contact telephone number.  A standard 
application form will then be sent which must be returned
by Monday 6th September.
The present Clerk to the Governors is Mr D.H.Cotgreave
Email: clerk@tedf.org.uk

http://clerk@tedf.org.uk


Parish Council Update
Summer is here at last
After the long cold Spring, Summer has arrived and now is the opportunity to get out and about and enjoy the warm dry 
weather whilst it lasts. Hopefully more so than Scotland, which as they say has June in Winter!

To help encourage people to explore the local area, copies of a map (as below) showing the footpaths and cycle ways is 
available in printable form from the Parish Council website. It includes pictures of the wildflowers recorded in the area and
where examples may be seen with a little searching. 

For those of you without electronic access, printed copies of the map can be obtained from the community shop.

Horses on Footpaths
Under section 54 of the Highway Code horses must not 
be ridden on footpaths. 

On several occasions there has been horse manure on 
the footpath between Mouldsworth and Ashton. This is a 
well used path including by children on their way to 
school. 

Please observe the rules for the sake of others.

Flood Relief Fund - Stop Press 
The fund has now closed and met the target figure we 
set for it. Thanks have to go to all individuals who  
contributed and to the several local organisations and 
business that gave so generously. When we report more 
fully next time we will make specific mention of these 
organisations and businesses.

The applications for funding are being currently being 
processed and a general outline of the outcomes will be 
reported on shortly. 



At the time of writing, it does feel as though we are nearing 
the re-opening of village facilities. Let’s ensure that we 
continue to follow the guidance, especially using sanitiser 
and masks, and staying 2m apart.  These are sensible rules 
now that we have the Indian variant in the North West.

The Village Hall has had the Main Hall floor sanded and 
sealed during this latest lockdown, a major boost for all the 
users, especially the students of the Janis Anderson School 
of Dancing. The more important piece of news is that The 
Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Village Hall Society now 
own the Village Hall after completing the purchase from the 
Church authorities. The long term future of the hall is now 
secure, and with the developments at St. Johns we are 
extremely fortunate to have facilities offering a wide choice 
for the village. The committee is also grateful to the Church 
for donating chairs, another example of joint support to 
benefit the village.

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind 
people that there is now an excellent meeting facility in 
the Upper Room at the Hall and Wi-Fi has been installed.

Once we return to a pre-Covid way of life we hope that 
the Village Hall will be able to host a number of 
thankyou’s to everyone who has supported the village in 
the widest sense.

The Village Hall car park has suddenly become a parking 
spot for those visiting Andrew’s Wood to see the Fairy 
Doors, a wonderful experience for younger members of 
the community. If you haven’t been yet you can marvel 
at the work of Barnsie (Tucker) along with the 
imagination and support of Lauren (Colville).

How lucky we are to live in Ashton and the other villages 
that surround it.                  

The Management Committee 

Well, what a year it’s been! Since our last 
report in Around Ashton Hayes, we’ve still 
been unable to hold a meeting and have 
been keeping in touch via phone, email and 
text - it’s not the same as seeing each other 
face-to-face, but better than nothing.  
Hopefully, the end is in sight and we can get 
together as a group in the not-too-distant 
future.  We have had one tangible form of 
communication and that has been our 
monthly Newsletter, with regular 
communications from either the Cheshire or 
National Federation of WI’s. As some of you 
may know, part of our monthly meeting 
comprises dealing with essential business 
relating to the national organisation. During 
lockdown, this business has still had to be 
communicated to members. Obviously, it’s 
not all business, and our monthly 
newsletters have contained quizzes, puzzles 
and quite a few recipes and craft ideas, 
along with the odd funny story and joke.

It was decided by the Cheshire Federation

that Cheshire WI’s would not take part in 
the Cheshire Show this year and instead, a 
virtual, online show would be held. There 
are a variety of categories to enter and 
although not the same as the real thing, it’s 
still an opportunity to show off skills and 
creative talents. Likewise, the national AGM 
was cancelled for the second year running -
it should have been held at the Royal Albert 
Hall in early June, but an online AGM is now 
in place. As mentioned in our last article in 
Around Ashton, some of our members have 
also been joining online courses provided by 
the newly formed Denman at Home 
scheme.  They are open to both WI 
members and non-members alike and cost 
just £5 per course, which usually lasts for 
one hour. It’s well worth a visit to their 
website to have a look at what’s on offer.
Hopefully our next article for Around Ashton 
will be full of all the great things that we’ve 
been doing and hearing about at our 
monthly Meetings - fingers crossed!  Take 
care everyone and stay safe.

The 
Village 
Hall



The peculiar weather of 2021 has set the 
tone on the allotments, with the dry but 
cold April giving way to a wet and still 
cold May. The consequences are a lot of 
greenhouses bursting at the seams with 
seedlings. There have been mixed results 
for those who lost patience, or whose 
greenhouse overflowed – hardier 
varieties, or those given suitable cloche 
protection have limped along, others 
have given cause for concern! 

Hopefully ‘our winter of discontent [may 
be] made glorious summer’, with some 
swift recoveries and compensating 
growth.

Ashton 
Hayes 

Allotment 
Association

On the social side it was a pleasure to 
entertain the Gardening Club for a socially 
distanced tour on the 18th May and we 
live in hope that our BBQ will be possible, 
in an appropriate form, by August.

Once again, we are most grateful to Roy 
and Stuart for a supply of manure, 
delicately positioned by the side of our 
compost heaps. There has certainly been 
plenty of opportunity for spreading!

We have welcomed two keen new 
members, keeping all plots fully occupied. 
We have one person on our waiting list; 
anyone wishing to join the waiting list 
should phone David on 752070 or email: 
davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com

With a mission to reduce social isolation amongst older people in rural West Cheshire, 
OPAL Services is a small volunteer-led charity with a big heart. OPAL stands for Older 
People Active Lives and it helps older people across the area to connect with their local 
community. 

During Covid most of the venues OPAL used are closed and the OPAL Club in Kelsall has 
not been able to meet for over a year. Nevertheless OPAL has been working hard to 
keep people connected. Its trusted volunteers offer regular friendly phone calls to those 
on their own and who don’t get out often. Activity packs are distributed to OPAL Club 
and other members, covering reading and writing activities, reminiscences, quizzes and 
puzzles, adult colouring, card making and crafts, and ideas for keeping healthy and 
involved. These packs are distributed every two months and a bonus activity 
accompanies every pack. Bonus activities have included ‘Knit for OPAL’, a ‘What’s 
Cooking’ activity and music. All this is supported by a lively newssheet that discusses all 
manner of things and often provides the topics people chat about during phone calls. 

Older members who have computer skills can join OPAL’s online chats and get to know 
others in their virtual coffee mornings. Those who are less confident using IT can get 
telephone support from OPAL’s amazing GoOnLine volunteers who will help their 
technical confidence grow. Those with no experience of using computers, phones and 
tablets to keep in touch with family and friends can join the OPAL In Touch project, 
where OPAL volunteers support and mentor individuals as they learn. Android tablets, 
which are Sim activated and set up to each individual’s needs, are loaned so that people 
can experience the positive aspects of being connected to on-line opportunities.

OPAL services for carers have recently received a boost from CWAC and have been 
redesigned to be more flexible and responsive to their needs. OPAL Breaktime Plus will 
provide carers in rural west Cheshire with carer breaks and opportunities to take up 
new interests or reconnect with past ones. OPAL also intends to re establish its ‘Sitting 
Service’ to give carers the opportunity to have a break from their responsibilities. 

The OPAL strapline is ‘Think about me not my age’ and while many things about the 
raising of lockdown remain uncertain, the OPAL team is actively planning how it will 
emerge safely to provide the face-to-face activities its members have been used to.

Find out more at www.opalservices.org.uk, by emailing contactus@opalservices.org.uk 
or by phoning Zoe, the Organiser in Kelsall on 07562 619275. 

Call for Volunteers 

OPAL is always looking for 
new volunteers who enjoy 
communicating and being 
involved with older people. 
Volunteers undertake a 
wide range of roles and in 
different settings and always 
looking for people with 
different skills and interests. 
If you have some time to 
give, once a week, once a 
fortnight or once a month to 
support older people and 
their carers’ in rural west 
Cheshire and would like to 
join the OPAL team of 
volunteers, contact Janet, 
OPAL Volunteer 
Coordinator, on 07592 464 
856 or email 
volunteering@opalservices.
org.uk  

OPAL Services (Rural West Cheshire)

http://davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com
http://www.opalservices.org.uk/
mailto:contactus@opalservices.org.uk
mailto:volunteering@opalservices.org.uk


Well, the choice is now all yours because the 
new Boules or Pétanque Court is now open on 
the AHSRA field. This was part funded from 
grant funding [‘Lets Turn This Around’ fund] that 
CWaC managed in order to assist communities 
move on from the pandemic. 

The court was laid over the winter and it has 
now bedded in and is ready for play. The final 
piece of the build is a picket fence which has 
just been completed along with the seeding the 
surrounding grass areas.

So, grab your boules and get down there with 
the family for a game.

Picnic in the Park 
We are hoping, subject to Covid restrictions, to 
hold a Picnic in the Park event on 18th 
September. It may be a somewhat scaled down 
version but should be good fun for all 
nevertheless. Put the date in your diary and 
watch out for more information. 

Community Café 
As many of you will be aware we have 
reopened the café for a takeaway only service 
on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. This will 
be extended if restrictions permit later this 
month, though limited space in the café area 
will reduce the numbers inside at any one time. 
Those who have joined us at the café since it 
has reopened have been delighted to find it is 
still available.  As before though it can only 
open if there are enough volunteers to support 
it. Even with the limited opening times we still 
need well over 30 volunteers if we are to be 
able to keep it going. We always try to have 
two volunteers on duty at any given time and 
we are aware that most volunteers don’t want 
to commit to more than two sessions an month.

This is a plea to everyone to consider joining as 
a volunteer. There are many roles, not all 
serving or washing up! Anyone interested 
should make contact with Jane Colville on 
01829 752607, email janecolville1@gmail.com 

Pavement Parking
We place ‘No Parking‘ cones on Ashton Lane at 
busy times but vehicles are still being parked 
immediately outside of these coned road sections 
and ‘Pavement Parking’ on Ashton Lane is 
something of a concern.

Vehicles parked on the footway can cause an 
obstruction and inhibit the independence of 
vulnerable people, especially older or disabled 
people with visual or mobility impairments. And 
when pedestrians, for example families with 
pushchairs, are forced into the road and into 
oncoming traffic, pavement parking is 
dangerous.

Patrons are asked to please park responsibly 
and ensure the footway is kept clear.

If the car park is full, please consider parking, 
with consideration, off Ashton Lane on the 
surrounding side streets.

Dog Fouling Prevention Measures 
More notices have been placed around the field 
in an attempt to keep the area a safe, healthy 
and pleasant place to be for all using it.

Tree planting 
Four flowering cherries have been planted 
between the memorial benches and three 
replacement silver birches in the children’s 
playground.

Bicycle racks 
You will soon see a cycle rack at the Pavilion for 
the use of the public using the field, the equipment 
or Café. This has been funded from money 
obtained from CWAC through Councillor 
Deynem’s budget. We hope they will be well used.

AHSRA Summer Update
Boules or Pétanque?

http://janecolville1@gmail.com


Call for Governors
From September, the school will have two vacancies on 
the Governing Body.  If you are interested in making a 
real difference to our village school, have some spare 
time, and the willingness to be involved, please do get 
in touch.  We would be delighted to hear from you.

Governors do not need to be experts in the field of 
education.  We are a small group of volunteers from 
various backgrounds, with wide ranging skills, who 
share a common interest in wanting the best education 
for all of the children.  If there is anyone reading this 
who has a legal background, they would be particularly 
welcome!  With all our parent governor spaces full at 
the current time, we are sadly unable to consider 
applications from those with children currently 
attending the school.

If you would like to find out more please contact: 
Sharon Varey smvarey@ashtonhayes.cheshire.sch.uk 

It has been a long year, and three lockdowns, since the 
start of the pandemic but we have remained open 
throughout, trading as near normal as possible. During 
the lockdowns we continued to provide deliveries to 
those who were shielding, requiring us to close the shop 
for a few hours each week. We are now pleased to 
inform you that we are now open as usual:

o 7.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday

o 8am to 5pm on Saturday and

o 8am to 12pm on Sunday

We have recently taken delivery of an outside display to 
allow us to extend our fruit and vegetable range and to 
offer seasonal plants and flowers. The display was kindly

Mr Gilbert is keen for the school to become 
increasingly outward facing in the village.  To this end, 
he is hoping members of the local community will be 
able to join parents and children at the annual Hey 
Day on 17 July (Covid restrictions permitting).

donated by Ciarán Ó Braonáin of Cheshire 
Woodworking.

We have also recently introduced a gifts range. 
Gifts by Heather consists of unique, beautiful items 
suitable for gifts or to decorate your own home 
and garden. They can be found by the display store 
and in the shop near the wines.

Our AGM will be held on the 25th August 2021, 
details will be available shortly. Save the date!

We would like to thank all our wonderful 
volunteers who have ensured we have been able 
to continue to operate throughout the lockdowns. 
If you would like to volunteer for us, please contact 
Deb on 01829 759023, or pop in for a chat.

School News

The governors are delighted to 
announce that Jon Gilbert has 
been appointed Headteacher 
of Ashton Hayes Primary 
School.  Mr Gilbert stepped up 
as Acting Head in September.  
In a far from normal academic 
year he has lead and managed 
the school, ensuring high 
standards of education have 
been maintained whilst 
prioritising the well-being of 
the entire school community.

New Head Teacher 

mailto:smvarey@ashtonhayes.cheshire.sch.uk


The 1st Ashton and Manley Scout Troop has been going for over 50 years. Alan Reay has been the Scout leader 
for at least 30 of those years and has seen multiple generations of local Scouts go through the group, some of 
whom might be reading this newsletter. 

In 2017, for very understandable reasons, Alan stepped down, although to be honest stepped sideways, to 
continue to help and support the Troop from a Group Scout Leader perspective. Duncan Fullerton, who lives in 
Ashton, took over the running of the weekly meetings and programme although he is still helped lot by Alan. 
Georgina Lloyd-Watts and Marc Edsworthy, and more recently Mathew Powers have been helping out as, like 
Duncan, they have children who have gained a lot from being in Scouts.

Over the last few years the Scouts have taken part in camps in Cheshire in Winter and Summer. They have been 
coasteering to Anglesey and taken part in many diverse activities, from climbing and canoeing to archery and 
air rifles, from pasta engineering and vegetable vehicle making to scuba diving and orienteering. 

During the first lockdown Scouts continued and the novelty of Zoom meant that activities continued ‘on line’ as 
much as we could. In January of 2021 Alan suffered a major health set back and has not been able to be as 
active in support of the troop as he would have liked. Duncan, who works as doctor at Leighton Hospital’s 
Respiratory Medicine department, like everyone has been quite busy in during 2020-2021 because of the 
pandemic. 

The pandemic has made recruiting new scouts to the troop much more difficult. However, from June we plan 
on inviting new members. Running the programme and having leaders to help run and plan the evenings and 
weekend activities is important for the group to continue in Ashton. 

Leaders will be shortly be contacting people who have expressed an interest in joining Scouts. If you know of a 
potential Scout (aged 10½ to 14½) who would like to join, a leader who would like to get involved, or would like 
to know more about what the Scouts do and how you might be able to help then please feel free to contact 
them via email:  1stashtonandmanleyscouts@gmail.com

1st Ashton and Manley Scout Group
Summer 2021 Update

http://1stashtonandmanleyscouts@gmail.com


Please join us for refreshments, crafts and children’s activities 
at our Open House community fun afternoon. 

A great chance to look around our re-ordered building. 

Free entry, all welcome!

Cheshire West and Chester Council are working in partnership with SpaceHive to crowd fund for local community 
projects and groups. To be accepted, projects must show strong local community support for an idea. If you think 
you may have a project that you would like to be considered for funding take a look at 
https://www.spacehive.com/movement/cwc. Example projects are shown below but the potential is endless. 

Once you have a project idea, it should be sent to the Parish Council (clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk). Projects will be 
collated and then the local community will be consulted to establish which best fit the criteria. Those chosen will 
go onto the CWaC crowd site. Please have all project ideas with the parish council by the end of July.

https://www.spacehive.com/movement/cwc
clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk)



