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This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story please contact 
Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

As residents will be aware, the parish 
suffered a lot of flooding during Storm 
Christoph on 20th January. The rains 
were very heavy and prolonged, and 
certain parts of the village and 
surrounding areas were victims of 
flooding and the damage associated 
with it. The impact varied a lot, with a 
few families having to move out of their 
houses, whilst for others the water 
damage was to garages, outhouses and 
gardens. Further afield, Northwich and 
other parts of Cheshire were also very 
badly affected.
The Environment Agency have 
investigated the cause in Ashton and it 
would appear that there was too much 
water coming off the hills behind Shay 
Lane and the Kelsall bypass area for the 
brooks and culvert to cope with. Nature 
then took over and the water found its 
own path through the village. This all 
happened so quickly that people had 
little, if any, time to prepare or take 
evasive action. Further investigations 
continue and, ultimately, reports will be 
made available.
At the point of the crisis the community 
response was fantastic with people 
helping each other out and working hard 
to minimise the damage. Sandbags and 
water pumps were loaned and people 
were helped to move what they could to 
a safe place.

Flooding in Ashton Hayes 

Junction of Pentre Lane and Church Road

Peel Crescent leading to Gongar Lane

Community Energy



At an early stage it was suggested that a 
flood relief fund would be a good idea, 
and the Parish Council investigated this 
and identified a means to do it. A 
SpaceHive page for pledges and 
donations has been set up and a target 
figure of just under £8,000 agreed. The 
great news is that this target has been 
met thanks to the amazing generosity of 
individual residents, local companies and 
businesses, the Police Commissioner and 
both Mouldsworth and our own Parish 
Councils. Particular thanks should go to 
the Community Energy Company, the 
Community Shop, the Frodsham and 
Helsby Rotary Club, Lloyds Meadow 
Fisheries and the Farrall’s Group. The 
Parish Council is establishing a time-
limited committee comprising some of 
its members, representatives of local 
organisations and people living outside 
the parish who can be seen to be 
independent.

The Flood Relief Fund
This committee will consider all 
applications and make decisions about 
grants to be awarded. Those who  seek 
assistance will be sent an application form 
and instructions by the Parish Council 
Clerk who has, over the weeks, been 
collecting contact details of those whose 
property has been affected. It is important 
to understand that grants will only be 
available for uninsured losses and are not 
a replacement for claiming on insurance 
policies. 
It is really important that if you live in the 
parish, have been affected by the flood 
and think that you might need a grant 
from the flood relief fund, that you pass 
your contact details on to the Clerk as 
soon as possible, before the end of March  
Our Clerk is Trudy Ryall-Harvey and her 
email is clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk. If 
you don’t have access to email she can be 
contacted on 07805 698 388. If you have 
a friend or neighbour in the parish who 
you know has been affected and may be 
unaware of the fund, please pass this 
information on.

Ashton Lane Junction of Shay Lane and Pentre Close

Quite a number of people have commented on how untidy the parish is at present and that it is festooned with litter. The 
pandemic has prevented us from holding a community litter pick for a long time but, with the new roadmap, we feel able to 
arrange a date and plan a COVID-19 secure event. 
We are thinking, provisionally, of holding it on Saturday 29  May to coincide with half term; we will be confirming this on our 
website and NextDoor. Flyers and posters will give further details. Volunteers will be most welcome and, despite the 
restrictions, we will try to make it as enjoyable and productive an event as it has proved to be in the past.

Community Litter Pick 

mailto:clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk


On other fronts a number of people are having some of 
their emotional needs met in part through telephone 
befriending calls which are made through the Church, 
Timebank and Bridging the Gap. In addition, OPAL 
Services and the Parish Council has agreed to extend 
their weekly newsletter [OPAL Reach] to those who would 
like it. It is a bit of fun and a point of interest with games, 
puzzles, information, memories and all sorts. Take a look 
for it on their website www.opalservices.com or ask for a 
regular paper copy (telephone Jane Colville on 01829 
752607). All those who receive a weekly supported shop 
delivery are receiving a paper copy and it seems to be 
well received so far.
Another Bridging the Gap initiative that the Parish Council 
have supported but which had to be put on hold through 
the Autumn and Winter has now become a reality and will 
be available for anyone to go and look at in Andrew’s 
Wood. This is a very recent magical appearance of a 
cluster of Fairy Doors there. They are in all sorts of 
locations in the woods and we hope will bring joy and 
pleasure to those walking there and looking out for them. 
Thanks go to Mrs Dobson, whose land this is, for 
agreeing to this and of course to the creator of the Doors, 
Paul Tucker [aka Barnsie].

Please show consideration 
towards farm animals

It is easy for cattle, sheep and horses to become alarmed 
and sadly, in such situations people and animals can be 
at risk. Dogs off leads are a trigger very often for such a 
scenario so please keep dogs on leads when around/near 
animals and avoid problems in the first place. Remember 
a farmer has the right to shoot a dog if they are a threat to 
their livestock. Please see the recent information from the 
police below.
At the same time please don’t try to feed or handle any 
farm animals as once again it can lead to all sorts of 
unwelcome consequences for all involved. 

Parish Council Update
Bridging the Gap

During this latest 
period of 
lockdown, the 
community shop 
has been very 
busy ensuring that 
people who are 
shielding and have 
very limited means 
to obtain their 
shopping are able 
to do so. Local 
volunteers have 
heavily supported 
the shop and this 
has all worked 
really well for the 
customers, 
volunteers and 
staff.

The Parish Council regularly 
receive reports from farmers and 
landowners who are concerned 
about dogs off leads on land 
when other animals are there. 
This is particularly the case at 
this time of year with lambing but 
it is an issue all year round.

http://www.opalservices.com/


Speed Watch – Cameras are 
used, please drive carefully!
What a difference another lockdown makes! We hoped to 
have CW&C’s Speed Indicator Device (SID) back in the 
village once the CW&C engineers were able to resume 
normal working. Sadly, the engineers have not got back to 
normal yet.
However, encouragement has come from a different 
direction, PC Boulton, who helped us set up our speed 
watch group originally; we have applied for, and now 
received, a Police and Crime Commissioner’s grant 
towards the purchase of our own SID. The grant is 
hopefully going to be supplemented with some additional 
funding from CW&C, following the help of Cllr. Hugo 
Deynem. Once we receive the funds, the Parish Council 
has authorised the purchase of our own SID, so we will all 
see that smiling face whilst driving carefully in and around 
the village in months to come.
Please note the police do, and will continue to, use 
cameras from time to time on the B5393 so do watch your 
speed.
If anyone would like to join the speed watch group, and be 
trained (training takes half an hour) to operate our new 
SID, please contact David Rounthwaite, 
davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk.

Parish Council Update
Dog Fouling - Opportunity 
to help

As you know from walking around the parish, posts on 
NextDoor, Facebook and other places, we are still 
struggling with inconsiderate dog owners allowing their 
dogs to foul the pavements and local footpaths.
Following the recent consultation carried out by the parish 
council we discussed the feedback received and the 
meeting felt that several residents had some good ideas 
that we would like to investigate further.
Therefore, we are seeking residents and responsible dog 
owners to join a group set up by the parish council to 
discuss ideas and advise the parish council on this issue.
If you are willing to be involved, please email your details 
to Paul Varey paul@ashtonhayespc.co.uk. If you don’t 
have email you can ring me on 759472.

Dogs on the Playing Field 
AHSRA, who manage the Playing Field, are aware of the 
increase in the number of dogs being walked on the field 
through the pandemic and, very worryingly, the refusal of 
some very inconsiderate owners to take notice of the 
signs. They ask that dogs be kept on the lead and on the 
perimeter path only, and that all dog waste is collected 
responsibly and binned. This request is a simple and 
reasonable one and is in order to protect young children 
from the dreadful consequences that coming into 
physical contact with dog faeces can have. It is also to 
ensure that all using and enjoying the field are not faced 
with this very objectionable occurrence. 

AHSRA will be putting up 
more signs around the field 
to remind people to behave 
in a more considerate way 
and sincerely hope these 
will be heeded.

mailto:davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
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Parish Council Update
Hedge trimming complaints
The second most frequent complaint to the Parish Council 
is regarding badly maintained footpaths and overgrown 
hedges.
The maintenance of footpaths is an issue that the Parish 
Council has been discussing with CW&C for some months 
now. The pandemic has had an impact on the maintenance 
schedules and hence the state of the footpaths but we are 
very keen to get these issues resolved as soon as possible 
and are in regular contact. Our ward councillor is also in 
discussions with CW&C over these issues.
The maintenance of hedges is an area that each property 
owner is responsible for. Some will be contacted by the 
Parish Council or CW&C and asked to cut back their 
hedge where it has been left for too long.
One issue we are increasingly facing is where the hedges 
are trimmed, but not right back to the property boundary, 
and so they encroaching on footpaths and cause issues. 
CW&C have told us that footpaths must have at least 1.2m 
of clear usable space. This allows two people to walk side 
by side or to pass each other safely without needing to 
step into the road.
Many hedges in Ashton protrude outside boundaries and 
cause obstruction. This reduces the width of  footpaths and 
makes it impossible to walk without taking evasive action 
and stepping onto the road or verge. Obviously, this is a 
health and safety issue and could, if someone was injured 
as a result, leave the property owner liable.
A recent survey of the village found that a large number of 
hedges required further trimming to ensure safe passage. 
Currently many hedges are extending 18 inches or more 
over the footpath.
Where there are repeated issues it is possible that CW&C 
will trim a hedge and bill the property owner for the work so 
we would urge everyone to undertake the maintenance in 
a timely manner. The Parish Council has created a register 
of hedge complaints and will be monitoring the situation in 
conjunction with CW&C.
Any hedge that needs trimming should ideally be done 
October to March to avoid the bird-nesting season. 
However, where they are posing an obstruction and hence 
a health and safety risk they can be cut back at any time of 
year. Please note that any debris/growth under the hedge 
overhang should also be cleared at the same time.
If you would like to report a hedge to the Parish Council 
please email clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk. Thank you for 
your cooperation.

All hedges should be trimmed back in such a way that they do 
not protrude beyond the property boundary. An example of a 
correctly trimmed hedge is shown here.

The use of the Parish Rooms 
It has been a year since the Parish Rooms were open to 
the public and the trustees feel that it is important that 
when they open again it is both in line with the regulations 
and is safe. This is not the case at present but the situation 
will be reviewed in early June at the next meeting of the 
trustees. In the meantime, those who regularly use the 
Rooms will be happy to know that some improvements 
have been made, including a lot of redecoration, window 
replacement and repair work and a general Spring clean. 
All this will, we hope, mean that the Rooms are more 
comfortable and attractive for those using them. 

Memories from the past 
Many people will remember Margaret Wright who lived 
for most of her adult life in the village and worked with 
Helen in the Post Office. Sadly, Margaret passed away 
in the New Year but an eulogy is on the Church website 
(https://ashtonhayes.church/margaret-june-wright/) for 
those who remember her.

mailto:clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
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Parish Council Update

The daffodils the PC has planted over the last two 
years, in the planters at the entrances to the village, in 
the green spaces in Brookside, Peel Crescent, opposite 
the school and in other areas such as The Meadows, 
are coming up and hopefully will make a grand show. 
Sometimes, however, they can struggle in their second 
season whilst they establish themselves. 
It is very important that daffodils are not disturbed until 
the foliage has died back because they take nutrients 
into the bulb to make the next years flowers. As you 
probably recall this means that the council will not cut 
the grass around them until mid-June when they are 
dormant. A little untidy at the end but so worth it for the 
joy they bring in Spring.
In a recent CW&C consultation about parks, green 
spaces and grass cutting regimes, they sought views 
including interest in establishing wild flower meadows in 
suitable spaces across their area. The Parish Council 
responded by suggesting that wildflower verges could 
be established on the wide green space along Church 
Road, at the junction of Dunn’s Lane and Shay Lane, by 
the signs at the entrance to the village, on the bank in 
The Meadows and on the wider parts of the verge 
between the village sign planter (entering from the A54) 
and the first houses.

If considered suitable by CW&C and taken forward, then 
these areas would be cut back and wildflower seeds 
sown. The grass would have one cut in early Spring and 
then be left until the wildflowers go to seed late Summer. 
In addition, grass cuttings would be cleared away to 
encourage the wildflowers.
In a different consultation CW&C are seeking to promote 
the planting of more woodland in their area. Cheshire 
has a significantly lower amount of woodland than 
average for the country. To qualify, each plot has to be a 
minimum of one acre in size and can be on private or 
public land. The plot can be of any reasonable shape 
that reflects that it is woodland. CW&C will provide and 
plant the trees and if on private land then all they require 
is a commitment to keep them growing for at least 15 
years. No public access is required albeit they would 
probably prefer this. If you either individually or with 
neighbours have an area that can be considered then 
please get in touch with me to discuss further.
Ian Dossett (ian@ashtonhayespc.co.uk)

The 2021 Census will take place on Sunday 21st

March. Everything you need to know is on the 
parish council website and the post card you will 
receive direct from the census authority.
https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/census-2021/
If you cannot complete it online, remember to ask 
for a paper copy.

A hedge line to aspire to!

Green Spaces
Well, here we are with Spring 
approaching and plants stirring. 
At this time of year the daffodils 
are making their presence 
known, with many in flower and 
more to come.

mailto:ian@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
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We’ve been bringing people together over the past 
year by telephone, email and by using Zoom.  But, 
what we’ve all been missing is face-to-face contact! 

Hopefully, it won’t be long now before we can 
enjoy each other’s company again, starting with 
meeting up outdoors.  All being well, our Health 
Walks will re-start on Tuesday, 30th March at 10.00 
a.m.  A longer walk has been planned for April and 
Graeme Waterfield will return once a month for 
outdoor Tai Chi classes. Please check our 
noticeboard or website for updates and let us know 
if you’d like to attend.  

The current topic of the ‘Remember When’ group is 
‘Something Owned by our Parents’.   If you have 
any memories you’d like to share by email or by 
telephone, please contact us.

Thank you for your support throughout the year

Spring is in the air and there are reasons for 
us to be feeling optimistic…..

You can find out when Time Bank activities will re-
start by calling (01829) 751398 or emailing us at ash-
worthtime@hotmail.co.uk

While this Edition may read as though it is only for the 
regular users of the Village Hall it is also for everyone who 
receives and reads Around Ashton and it is an opportunity 
to bring the community up to date with the developments.

Some of us will have received the latest ACRE Coronavirus-
19 Update which indicates the potential opening of Village 
Hall following the Government’s recent statement.

You could read the Guidance and think that Children’s 
Indoor Activities can start on the 12 April (STEP 2) but then 
it states “Indoor events that bring people together must 
not run until (STEP 3) 17 May”.

There clearly is some confusion but we will try to clarify 
the exact situation before the 12 April. A working 
possibility is that classes for children only may be able to 
start on 12 April but all other classes will not start until the 
17 May.

We will be relying on the Course/Hall Users/Leaders to 
clarify with their own professional organisations their 
understanding of when their classes/lessons will be able 
to commence.

I am pleased to say that we have begun work on the 
Main Hall floor. The metal strip in the centre of the floor 
has been removed, the gap will be filled and the floor 
sanded and re-sealed. During the heavy rains we had a 
leak into the kitchen but we believe we have been able 
to resolve it.

As it has been a considerable time since the Hall has 
been actively used so please feel free to contact me if 
there are any issues that you want clarified. We want the 
Hall to be safely used and I do hope that we will have re-
opened it before we circulate the Around Ashton 
Summer 2021 Edition.

Martin Colville  mjlcolville@btinternet.com

mailto:ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk
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Winter 2019/20 seemed long and very 
wet. 2020/21 didn’t unleash the rain quite 
as early but it certainly made up for it as it 
went along! However, the difference two 
dry weeks and some wind makes is 
incredible; some intrepids are turning soil 
to help it dry and there is a good chance 
some of the grass will take the mower by 
mid-March.

The parsnips came out of the wet ground 
very easily, there are still a few leeks to 
harvest and the array of both nets and 
cages seem to have held the pigeons back 
from the brassicae.

It’s now that time of year when the 
greenhouses are filling with seed trays 
and everyone is itching to get some broad 
beans planted - just hoping that spring 
comes soon.  

The AGM on 2nd February was conducted

Ashton 
Hayes 

Allotment 
Association

via ZOOM and went astonishingly 
smoothly. Thanks are due to Carol for 
circulating the minutes promptly after 
the AGM, so those who were unable to 
attend can catch up on all decisions – and 
the BBQ date (fingers crossed!).

Over the last year the allotments have 
provided a window of normality and 
considerable enjoyment (despite the 
challenges of winged and four legged 
pests). Great care has been taken to stay 
within both the spirit and the letter of 
covid guidance and thanks are due to all 
who have helped us, from the supplies of 
sanitizer to the vigilance our own safety 
team.

All the plots are currently taken but 
anyone interested in joining the waiting 
list may contact 
davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com or 
phone David on 01829 752070.

Last June a handful of enthusiasts from Ashton and Mouldsworth embarked on 
a project to photograph, record and describe the wild flowers of our localities. 
Since then they have recorded some 150 species. The results can be viewed 
on the Ashton Hayes Parish Council website: 
https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/community-info/guide-to-wildflowers/
The group have now started to produce a seasonal pocket-sized leaflet that 
shows some of the flowers of the area. The colour version can be downloaded 
from the Parish Council website for you to print at home. Print it double-sided 
and fold it so you can carry it on your local walks. Let us know what you find!

Palm Sunday, 28th March 10.30am All Age Communion
Maundy Thursday, 1st April 7.30pm Holy Communion
Good Friday, 2nd April 2.00pm ‘An Hour at the Cross’ service
Easter Sunday, 4th April 9.00am BCP Holy Communion

10.30am All Age Communion

Celebrate Easter at St. John’s!

Due to coronavirus restrictions attendance at each service  
will be limited to a maximum of 40 people. 

Please wear a face covering, sanitise your hands on entry    
and observe social distancing between households. 
A register for NHS track and trace will also be taken.

Wildflowers

mailto:davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com
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Like most community activities, choirs have 
suffered during the past year, both in terms of 
participating in something we enjoy and in 
meeting and mixing with our friends. However 
we are pleased to say Ashton Sings is weathering 
the storm well and is looking forward to coming 
out the other side.
Singing has continued and some might say 
flourished during the past year, with regular 
weekly on-line sessions on zoom. Of course it is 
not quite the same as singing together in person, 
as we all have to sing on “mute” because of the 
microdelay over the internet, but it has not taken 
away the opportunity of meeting regularly and 
sharing music with our friends and even having 
unmuted chats thanks to the virtual breakout 
rooms. There was even a period in late autumn 
when the reduction in infection rates allowed a 
relaxing of restrictions, and some of us were able 
to return to the village hall and sing together, 
under strict COVID-compliant rules, with the 
remainder of the choir singing on zoom. Of 
course the safety of members was our number 
one priority and strict procedures were put in 
place, including social distancing, singing in 
masks and ensuring the hall was well-ventilated 
throughout the session. Some of our singers 
commented that they felt safer in the controlled 
environment of the village hall than they did in 
the supermarket!

Ashton 
Sings 

Through 
Lockdown

Credit goes to our choir Music Director, Martin 
Jones, in ensuring that we continue to sing as a 
choir, despite the challenges. He has continued to 
give structure to our programme and enabled us to 
stay together as a choir, but he has gone even 
further than that in coordinating “virtual choir” 
performances, where members of the choir send 
him our video recordings of singing in our voice 
parts, which he then arranges into a virtual choir 
“performance”. The outcomes were really quite 
impressive and will be a treasured memory for 
many of us. (See picture or link here 
https://youtu.be/QQnKOSsuIwc) 

Through these actions, Ashton Sings has retained 
its membership of over 80 singers, with over 30 
meeting (virtually) each week, and we welcome 
new singers of all ages to join us.

Like all other activities we are looking forward to 
the time when we can get back together again 
when it is safe to do so, and I am sure we shall 
celebrate that when it happens. If all goes 
according to the government plan, we hope that 
our return to the hall may be at the end of May 
and of course this will still have to be with social 
distancing rules and face masks at least for some 
period after.

If you would like to learn more about the choir 
then contact us on ashtonsings@yahoo.co.uk or 
via our Facebook page https://www.facebook.
com/ashtonhayesvillagechoir
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