Around Ashton
Community news from Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council
Winter 2020

This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story please contact
Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

Parish Council Update
Drones

There have been recent reports of drones flying/hovering
over private properties. Flying drones is an increasingly
popular and enjoyable pastime and we are sure many will
be purchased as Christmas presents this year.
However, can we please remind everyone who intends to
fly a drone or model aircraft (that are also classed as
drones within the law) that they must stay within the law.
Full details can be found on this government website:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/drones-are-youflying-yours-safely-and-legally

New Year White Light Display
The Parish Council are pleased to support the idea put
forward by a local resident to organise a white light display
in the New Year to further interest and delight local people
during this difficult time. Details will appear in Next Door
and on Notice Boards.

Bridging the Gap
Residents will know that since the beginning of the first
national lockdown we have been posting updates on the
Coronavirus situation, both to NextDoor and our website.
Recently the volume of information being received has
increased and so to make it easier and quicker to share
we have created our own COVID-19 Dashboard on the
Parish Council Website. This will be updated and a
message posted to NextDoor pointing to the dashboard.
We are in the process of setting up a method so we can
post the information to the Ashton Hayes Facebook Group
too, along with other useful information for those who do
not use NextDoor. The dashboard can be found at:
https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/parish-covid-19-dashboard/
Finally, we are aware that not everyone can access the
internet so we are making available the Parish Council
noticeboard for key information about the virus and
restrictions and other related information over this period.
We won’t be able to display everything but will select
items that are most important and can be easily read.

Changing times!
As readers will be aware we are trying to reduce the
amount of paper we use and where we can ensure that
those with internet access read our newsletter in an
electronic format. We have done quite well over the last
few months in bringing down the number of copies we
have to print and deliver to people’s houses but we are
still printing about 300 copies, which seems more than it
need be. We know some people do need to receive it in
paper form and that is fine, but we really do want to
encourage everyone who has the ability to view it online
to do so. This will allow us to reduce the carbon footprint
of the newsletter.
Do let us know if it is possible to take you off the list for
paper deliveries. Please contact Elaine Farrall on
Elaine@farralls.co.uk. There is also a form on the Parish
Council webpages which can be used to make this
request.
Finally, and still to do with Around Ashton, the Parish
Council want to give it a new name, one that doesn’t
suggest that it is only about Ashton Hayes. The parish is
bigger than that as you will know, taking in Brines Brow
and Horton and Peel Hall. The challenge is to think of a
better name ……. can you suggest a new name for
Around Ashton? There will be a small cash prize for the
person who comes up with the chosen name.
Suggestions to the Clerk of the Parish Council on
clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk

Keeping safe in the
countryside
The Parish Council are aware
that as people have more time
and reason to go outside to walk
in and enjoy the countryside they
come into more contact with
farms and farm animals. This
provides great interest but on
behalf of farmers and the
owners of livestock, be they
horses, cattle, pigs, sheep or any
other animals, can you all be
sure to remember that most are
capable of causing injury if
caution and consideration are
not exercised.

Parish Council Update
Resident parking

Dog Fouling

Every so often the Parish Council is asked to get involved
in parking issues in the village, usually due to limited
parking in or outside residences, or a lack of awareness of
the risks or the road regulations.

The parish council
has recently finished
erecting additional
signs regarding
penalties for not
cleaning up after
your dog. We would
like to thank the vast
majority of
responsible dog
owners who do
cleanup.

In order to improve road safety and help everyone,
especially in these difficult times, we ask that:
• As per Rule 243 of the Highway Code that vehicles are
not parked ‘opposite or within 10m (32ft) of a junction,
except in an authorised parking space’. This is for the
safety of all road users.
• The layby opposite the Ashton House Nursery school is
kept empty and reserved for the use of school buses.
This is essential to enable the safe loading and
unloading of children.
• If you have more than one vehicle and parking is
constrained in your immediate area, that you leave
adequate space for your neighbours to also park as
close to their properties as possible. We appreciate that
this may require the inconvenience of parking additional
vehicles a short walk away, but please bear in mind
how this may benefit your neighbours, particularly older
members of the community.

Breaches can be reported to CWaC enforcement at:
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/
pests-pollution-food-safety/animal-welfare/dogfouling.aspx
Please help us to achieve our aim of eliminating dog
mess around the parish by reporting breaches.

Gigaloch
The Parish Council would like to thank Gigaloch for their
generous support of our community. In the last few weeks
they have:
• Provided a Christmas Tree for outside the Village Hall
• Helped Father Christmas with his snow machine
• Contacted a number of local groups to see how they
can sponsor/support them
• Worked with the School and Church to provide free
internet access

Parish Room
The Parish Room will remain closed to the public until
at least March when the Parish Room Trust will be in a
better position to understand what is required for it to
safely reopen. We recognise that this facility has
certain features that makes it hard to render it Covid-19
secure. This includes its size, the limited opportunity to
use different entrances and exits, and ventilation. It is
hoped that it will be possible to open in Spring.

• Agreed to provide
free internet access
to all community
buildings
• Offered the
community shop a
display screen that can
be used by local groups
and businesses to
advertise their services
On behalf of the whole
community, thank you.

Parish Council Update
Please drive carefully
SID (the Speed Indicator Device)
was in action during late September
and early October, mainly on
Ashton Lane and Church Road, but
some will have had a smile on
Kelsall Road and Peel Crescent as
well. We were due to have him
back in late November but
unfortunately Covid-19 restrictions
prevented CWaC engineers
bringing him. We have booked him
for another session as soon as
possible.
On a more positive note, the CWaC engineers monitored
speeds on several of our 20 MPH roads, also in October,
the results and analysis will be made available to the
Parish Council once they have completed processing.
The police will continue to use their camera from time to
time on the B5393 so please do watch your speed.

Royal Mail Postal Address
Change Update
This is information for all with the current postal address of
Ashton. Some time ago a local resident approached the
Royal Mail Service asking for a change in the address we
all currently have, from Ashton to Ashton Hayes, to avoid
confusion. This was in fact raised as an issue several years
ago when the change was first made.
The Royal Mail Service are prepared to make this change
but there is a process to go through. An application has to
be made with letters of support from various bodies such
as the Borough Council, the Parish Council and the MP.
There then needs to be a public consultation and the
decision will be made. At the present time necessary letters
of support are being gathered and we expect the
consultation to follow.

Parish Council Budget and
Precept
At the November meeting of the Parish Council the
budget for next year 2021/2022, (i.e. from 1st April 2021
to 31st March 2022) was discussed and agreed. The
forecast for the current year, 2019/2020, which runs until
the end of March, is key to this and shows a £4,700
improvement compared to the predicted budget. This is
because:
• We have not had to fund repairs or give a grant to the
Parish Rooms for its ongoing operation. We obtained a
£10,000 grant from CWaC for the Parish Rooms Trust.
• Farrall’s Group have kindly taken on the printing costs
of Around Ashton
• Millennium footway improvements could not take place
as we have been unable to establish ownership of the
wooded section by the bend
• Training costs have been shared with other councils
whom our clerk supports
For 2021/2022 the main changes compared to the current
forecast are:
• Staff costs have increased to reflect workload,
experience, performance and training
• Provisions have been made for ‘Bridging the Gap’
Covid-19 and community resilience activities
• Defibrillator maintenance has been included for this
year
• Provisions for 2% inflation and contingency
To balance the books an increase of 2% to the Precept,
i.e. the income received by the Parish Council from
Cheshire West and Chester which is collected as part of
the council tax, has been agreed.
Details of the forecast can be found with the minutes of
the Parish Council on the website and the agreed budget
can also be found with the papers of the November
meeting. If you have any questions or queries do please
contact our clerk in the first instance.

During these unusual times everyone here at our village
shop is doing all they can to ensure you and your family
have the best Christmas ever. Our shelves are packed full
of lovely tasty treats and great gift ideas so pop to see
for yourself or take a look on our website or
Facebook page.
This year, for the first time, we are holding our very own
“Christmas Market” complete with tree and fairy lights.
Every day we display a selection of our Christmas goods
outside the shop for you to browse at your leisure.
We are now taking orders for turkeys, meat and deli from
Wally Dutton, fish and seafood from Bebbington &
Williams, Heather’s hampers, Christmas wreaths, fresh
fruit and vegetables and general grocery items. You can
pick up order forms in the shop, download and print them
out from our website, or email your order to the shop.
You can find details of our Christmas and New Year
opening times in the shop, on Facebook and on our website.
May we take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry
Christmas.
Deb Deynem
Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Community Shop
01829 759023
amcshop@btconnect.com
www.ourvillageshop.org.uk

Ashton and Mouldsworth Wildflowers
With the coming of the winter the Wildflower Group has had a chance to reflect
on its work from June, recording the wild flowers of Ashton and Mouldsworth
and publishing short articles. In all we have recorded approaching 150 different
species; our records and photographs can be found on the Ashton Hayes
Parish Council website at https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/community-info/guideto-wildflowers/ where it’s possible to search based on flower colour or the
month of appearance of flowers.
In such a challenging and difficult year, when we might wonder where we're
going and indeed where's the rhyme or the reason, it’s good to know that the
natural world is ticking along and Spring will follow. And now we have started
to look forward to that new season.
Certainly we hope the information on the website will encourage people to get
out into the Spring and become wildflower detectives. To help, we're planning
Guides and “I-Spy” style publications that draw on the wealth of information
already on the website. Once available, we'll keep you posted and hopefully
see you out there hunting! We're also thinking about arranging some sociallydistanced walks as the Spring colours return to our hedgerows.
But there are more plants yet to find – probably twice as many! So we will be
busy hunting and will be delighted to hear from anyone wanting to get
involved.
We are also considering starting to explore the trees that grow in our
community and, perhaps, to get started, searching for the ash trees of Ashton.
After all, the village name is derived from them.
Finally, and to add purpose to your Christmas Day walk beyond digestion, how
about keeping a note of all (indeed any!) wild flowers you see blooming. Can
you reach double figures? It would be good to hear from you.
Robin Tasker (robin_tasker@btinternet.com)

Alterations at
St John’s Church

Alterations to the interior of the church are
almost complete. They have taken longer than
expected because of the pandemic; there are
still some finishing touches needed and the
glass door has to be fitted. We would like to
thank everyone who has contributed to the
project by giving grants and donations,
attending fundraising functions, buying pews
and giving practical help. Unfortunately access
is limited to 30 at present, but we plan to have
a grand opening service when regulations
allow. We hope that it will be used by
community groups in many different ways.
There is now an up-to-date AV system with a
drop down screen and we are awaiting a wi-fi
connection. The kitchenette is available for
use and there are two toilets, including one
for the disabled with a nappy changing facility.
The blue chairs will be replaced with stackable
ones with red upholstery.

Ashton Hayes
Allotment Association
Despite autumn seeming wet it was nothing like
as wet as last year, in fact the grass mowing rota
was very nearly completed! Mild weather has
meant that pigeons and other pests seem
content to feast on the left overs of our
neighbours maize rather than attacking our
brassicae, which will likely need netting soon.
The leeks look soggy but pumpkins did well, and
the parsnips are easy to pull out of the ground.
The socially-distanced Michaelmas clean-up was
spread over a wet Saturday, then whichever days
proved dry enough a week later – challenging but
considerably more productive than last year’s
attempt. Thanks to all who contributed.
A quieter than usual Christmas should give plenty
of time to study books on successful vegetable
growing and choosing next seasons seeds, whilst
thoroughly enjoying the fruits of this years
labours.
Members please remember the AGM, which we
will Zoom one evening in January – more details
later. Anyone wanting to join the waiting list for
an allotment please call David on (01829)
752070 or email davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com
Good growing and a happy Christmas to one
and all.
David

ASHTON HAYES AND TARVIN FLOWER CLUB
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people? Why
not join us for an evening of entertainment as you
watch a skilled flower arranger demonstrate their
art. All arrangements are raffled so you may even take
one home with you!
We normally meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the
second Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm,

(except August and December) and you are assured
of a friendly welcome.
Further information from 01829 740832 or 01829
740473. We look forward to resuming our meetings
as soon as it is safe to do so.

Fed up of slow connections and empty promises? So are we. That’s why we are
building a lightning fast fibre network that allows rural communities to thrive.
ü
ü
ü
ü

1 Gb/s download speed
One unlimited, reliable connection
Free for the first year, then just £35 pm
Free installation for premises that are eligible for the government gigabit voucher scheme

In addition to delivering state-of-the-art optical fibre connectivity to rural areas
previously unable to access the internet efficiently, Gigaloch have a range of initiatives
designed to benefit the community. These include:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Free hyperfast broadband service for smaller schools in our network footprint;
Free hyperfast broadband for qualifying community centres such as village halls;
Free hyperfast broadband for churches to allow services to be accessed remotely;
A percentage of annual profits to be allocated to local good causes;
Infrastructure to encourage technology investment and jobs in the community.

When is fibre not really fibre? Well, actually, quite often…
Many people assume they have fibre because they are sold ‘superfast broadband’, but this still
uses a copper connection, which has been around since the early 2000s.
Our fibre isn’t just cutting edge and lightning fast – we also install it in an innovative way by
using ‘blown fibre’, which is easier to install and maintain, and faster to repair and replace.
We want to use our expertise to give you a better connection for one affordable price,
with no strings attached.
We have already begun construction of our network. Two months ago we were investigating
whether there was interest in Ashton, Mouldsworth and Manley in our network. By Christmas,
we will have over 8500 metres of duct installed ready for our fibre to be installed. A special
mention must be given to Anthony Jones. Anthony has worked tirelessly for the past seven
years to have fibre installed in the villages. His help has been invaluable in enabling us to work
so quickly and start building.
Look out for the Gigaloch Christmas tree in the village!
For more information please scan the QR code or email info@gigaloch.com

Village Hall
News

I had hoped that this piece for Around Ashton would
be really positive, with the Hall being used to the
maximum by the whole village and the organisations
that make it such an important part of our
community.
Clearly Covid 19 has won the first round of this battle
but I hope and pray that 2021 will see the Hall back in
full use, with the vaccine permitting us all to function
in a way that we consider normal.
This second lock down has meant that no one has
been using the Hall but we hope all our activities,
Janis Anderson School of Dancing, Ashton Sings,
Kelsborrow Choir, Pilates, Diet and Fitness,
Badminton, Tai Chi, PopCats, Yoga, and of course,
those classes that use the Hall at different times,
especially the Toddler Group, will start again.

At this point I want to mention the individual who
gave the Hall renewed life and our sadness that
Janis Anderson passed away in late October. Her
Dance School has been a central part of Ashton’s life
and the School has given so many individuals joy
both in the WI Hall and in the Village Hall. Our
thoughts and love go to Janis’s family.
The development opposite the Village Hall in St
John’s is a wonderful opportunity for the Village. At
Janis’s funeral we were given an opportunity to see
how the interior will look and we look forward to
working in partnership with the Church.
Everyone using the Hall, please follow the COVID 19
advice and “Hands, Face, Space” take care and respect
the Hall and its facilities; we will try to manage how
the Hall is used but we need your support.
Martin

CAN YOU HELP ”MAKE A MATCH”?
The WI, as both a National and County organisation, has, over the years,
championed change on many issues that affect people’s lives and wellbeing. This is
done by WI’s being asked to submit Resolutions, about things relevant at the time,
that need to be resolved or made more high profile and hopefully achieve success.
This is an annual event and, from the many Resolutions submitted, the two that
received the most votes from WI members nationwide are campaigned upon. The two
selected for 2020 are: “End Modern Slavery” and “Make A Match”
We have had to campaign very differently this year due to Covid19 and we thought
that Around Ashton is a good way to highlight the “Make A Match” Resolution. “Make
A Match” is a Stem Cell Register to help people with blood cancers. The Anthony
Nolan Register is for ages 16-30 and the DKMS Register is for ages 18-55. To learn
more about how to become a potential blood stem cell donor
visit: http://www.dkms.org.uk/en/registration-donation-process-explained or watch a
video from DKMS: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYB686Gnbbg.
When restrictions are finally lifted, Ashton Hayes WI will once again meet in the
Parish Rooms, West End, on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. For more
information telephone Barbara Green (President) on 01829 751498.

Christmas services at St John’s
Our Christmas programme is a little different
this year, due to coronavirus restrictions. In
particular, attendance in church will be
subject to a maximum of forty people, face
coverings must be worn by adults and
children over 11, and social distancing should
be observed between household groups.
Our Christmas events will include:
§

§

§

§

§

Nativity Trail - starting on 18th December, a selection of nativity
scenes will appear in front gardens around the village. See if you
can spot them all!
Online Carol Service, Sunday 20th December, 6.30pm – a service
of carols and Bible readings, broadcast live on our Facebook page.
Children’s Crib and Christingle Service, Christmas Eve, 3.30pm
Pre-booking is essential for this service, as space will be very
limited! To obtain your free ticket, please use this link:
http://bit.ly/Crib-Service2020
Holy Communion, Christmas Eve, 11pm – Our traditional
communion service in church, concluding at midnight.
Family Service, Christmas Day, 10am – A celebration in church
suitable for all ages, followed by a short Holy Communion service.
All our Christmas services will also be live-streamed
on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/stjohnashton

