
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NOVEL NEWSLETTER 

A great big THANK YOU to everyone involved in the Bridging the Gap initiative 

FINAL EDITION 

The Bridging the Gap initiative would 

also like to congratulate OPAL Services 

one of its partners) who are receiving 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary 

Service. This is the highest award given 

to local volunteer groups in the UK and 

recognises outstanding 

work done in the  

community. To read 

more about this  

achievement go to:  

 

www.OPALServices.org.uk/news/ 

Bridging the Gap 
From start to finish [March to July] the support that a huge number of people have given to this venture has 

been remarkable. We must  have had close to 80 people helping in some way or another whether on 

shopping and shop related duties, offering people some much needed reassurance and emotional support, 

contributing to a weekly news sheet, holding a regular quiz via zoom, coordinating and participating in a 

scarecrow competition and trail or by providing a dog walking service. Massive thanks and pats on the back 

to everyone who helped in whatever way they did… they have stuck at it despite the challenges whether they 

related to weather, locating remote addresses or being faced by over 70 shopping orders that need packing 

by a certain time. There are some real heroes around and they are too many to mention here. 

I know that what happened in this community didn`t happen everywhere so it is to your credit that this 

occurred. I`d like to record a thank you to the organisations that were involved in different ways…the Parish 

Council , the Community Shop , the Church, Timebank and OPAL .                                               Jane Colville 

 
The shop management committee would like to 

thank all of you who have helped the shop rise 

to the challenge of providing regular shopping 

deliveries to around 60 of the most vulnerable 

members of our community on a weekly basis. 

We would particularly like to thank Jane 

Colville and the Parish Council who have pulled 

together the Bridging the Gap initiative without 

whose support we would not have been able to 

achieve this, Sally, Aileen and Phillipa, who 

have co-ordinated receiving customer orders 

on our behalf, and Geoff and Steve who have 

co-ordinated the volunteer response. 

All at the community shop have been 

overwhelmed by the amount of new support we 

have received during this difficult time to help 

not only with our regular tasks but the new 

requirement for customer deliveries and 

implementing social distancing outside the 

shop.  

We will continue to provide support to our 

most vulnerable community members and if this 

is something you fell able to help with please 

contact Deb on 01829 759023. Lisa Allman 

 

 

I have been volunteering with Bridging the Gap on a few 

tasks – I started off marshalling the queue outside of the 

shop.  This was great as I met so many people, a 

wonderful way to get to know the village as myself and 

my husband Graham only moved in January this year. I 

then began packing food orders on Wednesdays with 

Maggie, Niki, Elaine, Debs and Linda – with morale 

support from Geoff and Steve (!) and what a team!! 

Needless to say I have met some great people, made 

wonderful friends, and truly had a lot of laughs whilst 

we worked. 

 

Next came a request for a dog walker... well, what can I 

say!  This is pure indulgent pleasure.  Having been 

planning to get my own pup this summer – and COVID 

having seen pay to that, I was more than happy to get 

out and walk the gorgeous chocolate lab Charlie.  What 

a lovely dog, I couldn’t be luckier with an easy going 

cuddly brown bear by my side, and again I got to meet 

lots more people on my walks around the village.  I have 

even been working on Charlie’s fitness regime, so don’t 

laugh if you see the two of us racing around the park – 

and yes, Charlie always wins! What I didn’t anticipate is 

the friendship that I struck up with Charlie’s care giver – 

George.  George is a proper gent with a twinkle in his 

eye and always a good story at hand.  George has 

taught me a lot about the history of the village, and his 

own stories of his life here as builder, family man and 

dog owner. We have discussed our shared 

interest/frustration with jigsaws, and of course 

discussed our love for all things dog related.  I often 

spend just as long chatting to George as I do walking 

Charlie, and so it seems I have made two very good 

friends! 

 SJ Lennie 

 

http://www.opalservices.org.uk/news/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We were called by Jane Colville on Friday 20th March and asked can we help set up Bridging the Gap. We 

had no idea but said yes, we would help. On Monday 23rd March Boris locked us down and by Wednesday 

25th we supplied 50 orders of groceries for delivery and 77 the following week. 

That first week was hectic to say the least as we tried to find our feet. Steve was on the phone, taking last 

minute orders from new customers literally as we were sending out deliveries. We were determined to 

organise ourselves more from then on and that is exactly what we have been able to achieve. 

We improved as we went along but the weather is still our biggest challenge. Luckily, when we have had a 

wet day it has not been too windy so we can put up the awing down the side of the shop which was kindly 

supplied by Steve Barker. We really fear a wet and windy day where we cannot use the awning to keep the 

weather off the bread, meat, fruit and veg as well as the folks picking and packing the shopping. 

The team of callers rang customers taking over 1,000 orders in total! 

Despite the chaos in the early days, we only lost one order, and it turned up eventually in Manley. 

We have had our share of fantasy fiction and mystery: Holly and Philippa Ward found a way to create 

matter (well oranges) while Diane & John Eldridge have the Ashton Tardis (vehicle that is much larger on the 

inside than appears on the outside) and Margaret Papworth creates a magic potions (cake) which is 

marvellous at rejuvenating flagging spirits. 

A huge than you to the picking and packing team who have endured all sorts of weather to make up the 

orders, to Deb and her team for putting up with us and keeping us all on track and for the Drivers who now 

have an expert knowledge of the highways and especially byways around Ashton, Mouldsworth, Manley, 

Kelsall, Willington and Great Barrow. 

Finally, to our customers who have come through the shielding part of lockdown and are now finding their 

feet in their ‘new normal’. We understand your apprehension and hope you stay safe and keep well. 

To you all we raise a glass and say a heartfelt thank you - Geoff & Steve 

 

Way back in March when the Bridging the Gap Initiative was first voiced, Sally Whelan and I were asked if 

we would be the first point of contact for people who felt they may need a helping hand during such a 

worrying and unprecedented time. It was a volunteering role which suited us both: Sally works full-time from 

home and with two sons she would be needed to supervise home schooling and I, being a septuagenarian, was 

restricted in how I could help. It underlined from the very beginning that anyone can volunteer - there are 

roles, large and small, to suit everyone. 

When the phone started to ring it was obvious many of our older and more vulnerable residents of Ashton 

and the surrounding areas were very nervous and worried about how they were going to cope with a 

situation they had never faced before. The feeling of relief knowing there was going to be help was palpable, 

even over the phone. 

From the perspective of a "Gatekeeper" for the service......we made new friends, sometimes chatting with 

people who welcomed the opportunity just to talk to someone, we worried about some of our callers, we 

laughed with others, we puzzled over some of the requests we were asked about, we smiled about others and 

there was always this underlying feeling that we were a small part of a wonderful and rewarding scheme to 

help our neighbours at a time when they most needed a helping hand. It is what our village does, and it does it 

so well! 

Sally Whelan and Aileen Parry 

 

The community shop became the focal hub of the village 

during lockdown and it was wonderful to meet and chat 

to so many residents, some that I hadn’t seen since our 

children were at primary school and our youngest is now 

25!! 

The whole team that have been picking and dispatching 

the food orders each Wednesday have been great fun to 

get to know and work with, we have a good laugh and 

Margaret keeps us all fed with delicious cakes. 

Elaine Farrall 

 
A HUGE THANK YOU TO FARRALL’S FOR THEIR 

UNWAVERING SUPPORT DURING THIS PERIOD. 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Wildflowers of Ashton Hayes and its 

Surrounds: an Update 
 

 

 

 
During the lockdown period it was noticeable 

how many of us were walking the roads, lanes 

and footpaths of Ashton Hayes and our 

neighbouring villages. We will have noticed 

wild flowers coming into bloom and some of us 

will have been a little frustrated by being 

unable to name them. In Edition 14 of the Novel 

Newsletter we reported on an initiative to 

photograph, record and describe the wild 

flowers growing in our locality and by so doing 

create a seasonal guide to help with their 

identification. The survey started in mid-June 

and so far 95 wild flowers have been identified 

and documented.  You can see the results by 

visiting: 

 

https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/guide-to-

wildflowers/ 

 

Each entry is registered according to the 

month in which the flower was found and 

within each month, flowers are further 

categorised by colour. Where applicable we 

include information about how, historically, 

plants have been used for medicinal and other 

purposes.  

 

This is a work in progress and many more 

entries will be added over the coming months. 

The aim is to produce a simple, yet 

comprehensive guide to our local flora. Enjoy! 

 

Ian Dossett, Robin Tasker, Emyr Roberts 
 

 

From the feedback we have received so far the 

scarecrow trail has been a huge success.  In 

the end, we had 52 displays spread across all 

three parishes.  Obviously, an event like this 

relies hugely on people wanting to take part 

and on them giving up time and energy to 

create, what were magnificent displays. 

So a massive thank you to everyone who 

created a scarecrow, to the judges for giving 

up their time to score the displays and to 

everyone who took the time to enjoy the trail. 

In addition special thanks must go to Richard 

Kinsey for his donation of free straw to 

participants and to the three parish councils, 

Farrall’s and the Community shop for donating 

the prizes. 

One scarecrow seems to have captured the 

imagination of the judges and the public, 

winning both the public vote and the Champion 

of Champions accolade.  Therefore, it seems 

fitting to say a special well done to the 

Forgrave family for their magnificent 

“Misbehaving Minions”! 

The future 

We hope the event will be back next year but in 

order to find out if that is what you would like to 

see happen, as well as how to improve it, we would 

urge everyone to complete the feedback survey 

that you can find at 

https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/scarecrow-trail/. 

Paul Varey and Lauren Colville 

 

 

We do have a real treat for you... 

Helen Anderson kindly approached us about 

taking photographs of the winning entries. She 

spent a gloriously sunny Sunday morning visiting 

the five families, having a chat and taking these 

wonderful pictures. Please take a look at the full 

collection by going to 

https://helenanderson.shootproof.com/gallery/1

2416813  

If you like what you see, Helen’s website can be 

found at www.helenandersonphotography.co.uk  

https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/guide-to-wildflowers/
https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/guide-to-wildflowers/
https://ashtonhayespc.co.uk/scarecrow-trail/
https://helenanderson.shootproof.com/gallery/12416813
https://helenanderson.shootproof.com/gallery/12416813
http://www.helenandersonphotography.co.uk/

