
Buttercups 
 

The yellow flower of the buttercup is familiar to us all whether growing in the hedgerow, in 
the meadow or perhaps even in the garden. And in Ashton there are actually 3 different 
types of buttercup to be found, the Meadow Buttercup, the Creeping Buttercup and, more 
unusually, the Bulbous Buttercup. 
 

Meadow Buttercup  
 
This is the tallest and most graceful with glossy yellow flowers growing up to a metre high in 
grasslands and meadows. It can be readily told from other buttercups by the shape of its 
leaves that are deeply cut into three to seven lobes (see picture); and by the fact that it does 
not possess the runners of Creeping Buttercup. Meadow Buttercups flower from April until 
October and can be found throughout the area although best seen blowing in the wind 
across the fields. 
 

 
 



 Creeping Buttercup  
 
This is the only common yellow buttercup with creeping and rooting runners. It is a low to 
medium perennial to 60cm but generally much shorter and often entirely prostrate. The 
leaves are triangular with three lobes the end one of which has a long stalk (see picture). It 
grows in damp places in woods, grassland and is an invasive weed of the garden. The 
Creeping Buttercup flowers from May until October and can be found throughout the area in 
damp grassy places. 
 

 
 



Bulbous Buttercup  
 
This can be immediately identified by looking at the underside of the flower where the 
green/brown sepals are turned down rather than clasping the flower as found in both the 
Meadow and Creeping Buttercups. The leaves are very similar to the Creeping Buttercup. 
The Bulbous Buttercup flowers from late March to May and so is very much a flower of the 
spring and in Ashton the Bulbous Buttercup can be found growing on the grassy bank across 
the road from the School. 
 

 
 

The photograph below shows the different Buttercup leaves for comparison although 
labelled with their Latin names of Ranunculus acris and Ranunculus repens for the Meadow 
and Creeping Buttercup respectively. 

 


