
Want to help us be greener?

supporting”. Cllr Val Armstrong, Cabinet Member 
for Adult Social Care and Public Health said, “It is 

wonderful news that OPAL Services 
have been awarded the Queens 

Award for Voluntary Service.  
OPAL volunteers provide vital 

services in some of our 
rural communities. I have 
volunteered with OPAL 
and I know just how 
much their work helps to 
reduce loneliness and 
keep people connected 

to their communities.    
All the volunteers and   

staff fully deserve this 
recognition of their 

commitment and dedication.”To 
celebrate this news and in 

recognition of Volunteer Week, all OPAL 
volunteers received an OPAL goody bag with 
afternoon tea and are joining in a virtual Zoom   
‘thank you’ party at the end of the week.   

This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story 
please contact Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

Want to help us be greener? 
This newsletter has been emailed direct to over 150 households, a big step in helping us to go 
greener as a village, and we would like to thank our social distancing volunteers at the shop 
for their assistance in gathering the information to make this possible. 
Whilst we are happy to continue to print and distribute copies to those that prefer this, we feel 
there are probably others out there that would like to be added to our email list. If you are 
happy to do so please email your name and address to elaine@farralls.co.uk and hopefully 
next quarter our carbon footprint will be reduced even further. 
Email today before you forget!

OPAL are delighted to have been awarded the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Services on 2nd 
June 2020, during Volunteer Week.  
Jane Colville, OPAL Chair, 
acknowledged the work of all 
the volunteers who support 
the charity – “all our 
wonderful Volunteers 
have earned this very 
prestigious national 
award in recognition of 
their hard work, 
commitment and skill. It 
is such an honour to 
receive an award of this 
kind. During lockdown, our 
Volunteers have had to adapt 
to ensure we can still support 
older people and their carers and they 
have done so swiftly and enthusiastically.  
With the help of telephone befriending, a weekly 
news publication and regular Zoom sessions with 
guest speakers we are managing to keep 
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Parish Council Update

Speed Watch  
Unfortunately Covid regulations have 
prevented CWaC traffic engineers from 
beginning the actions and investigations 
mentioned in the last edition of Around 
Ashton. Hopefully they will be able to 
start once restrictions are relaxed. 

Similarly, SID (the ‘speed indicator device’) is currently 
isolated in a CWaC compound; we have our application 
registered to use him upon his release. 

Ashton Hayes Wildflowers 

We live in a beautiful area of rural Cheshire but sometimes we are unaware or 
perhaps unappreciative of the wildflowers around us. Indeed some of these 
wildflowers are unattractive, grow where we don’t want them to or indeed are 
a nuisance, and we call them weeds.  However, all of these are part of the 
web of nature and bring benefit to the wider wildlife community e.g. the 
hedgerows for birds, nettles for butterflies. 
To help raise awareness and appreciation, it is proposed to include on the Parish 
Council website photos and the common names of some of the wild plants as 
they appear over the seasons.  All of these will be native British wildflowers found 
in the area, albeit in our case some may be escapes from cultivation.  
As a starter, attached is a picture of Hogweed.  Have you seen it in flower 
recently, and where? Hopefully this will be of interest, in particular to children 
(young or old) and general appreciation of the area in which we live. 
We are fortunate to have in the village several people with botanical 
knowledge, but if you would like to contribute or join in then please do contact 
us, via the Parish Council Clerk. 

Ian Dossett, Robin Tasker, Emyr Roberts  

Bridging the Gap Scheme 
Our COVID-19 response services continue and are, as 
before, supported by the Parish Council and key 
partners, the shop, the Church, OPAL and Timebank. 
We have over 70 volunteers who do an amazing job and 
provide a number of different services which just make 
life that bit easier for those who are restricted in their 
movements outside their houses and whose health and 
wellbeing need supporting. At the beginning of the 
month it was national Volunteers Week and we were 
pleased to use the opportunity to thank all those 
individuals who have and still are contributing to this 
very worthwhile scheme. It is greatly appreciated.

Broadband Improvement 
The provider Voneus and the parish council are still very 
eager to make this happen for the benefit of residents.  
However, there are some practical issues to overcome. 
The main issue is in identifying a local resident who is 
willing to act as the “A-Side”.  This is where the 
connection from the OpenReach Fibre cable branches 
off into the Voneus network.  We need a resident who is 
close to where the fibre cables run who is willing to host 
a small dish on their premises.  Voneus do offer 
incentives. If you think you may be interested please 
contact Paul Varey (paul@ashtonhayespc.co.uk). We 
can then arrange for someone at Voneus to speak with 
you to see if your premises are suitable from a technical 
point of view. Fairy Doors or... “if you go 

down to the woods today”! 
In addition to our exciting Scarecrow Trail and 

competition the Parish Council is pleased to be 
supporting another activity that should be of interest to 
many in the parish, young and old. During August, 
should you venture into Andrew’s Wood, you might, if 
you are very observant, find the odd fairy door appear in 
front of your eyes. Count the number you can find. Who 
knows the odd one may get added on as time goes on! 
Watch this space for more detail. 



Parish Council Update
Dog Fouling  

We are still finding that there is a big 
issue in the village with dog fouling, 
and yet there are plenty of bins and 
bags available to help dog owners 
deal with this. It is so unfair to expect 
others to clean up after your dog and if 
left it is a real health hazard and very 
unpleasant for everyone else.  

We would like to remind everyone that not picking up 
your dog’s waste carries a maximum fine of £1000.  
Help your community and CWaC take a stand against 
dog fouling in OUR parish. Please tell CWaC, in 
confidence, as much as you can about any incidents. 
Make a note of: 

The owner, the dog, the location, the times •
Other helpful information such as a car                •
registration number or where they live. 

On receipt of this information CWaC Council officers 
will take action to warn offenders and issue fines to 
those caught not picking up after their dog or 
discarding full poo bags in inappropriate places. 
You can report incidents on the CWaC website:  
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contac
t-us/report-it/dog-animal-fouling.aspx.  A link to it is 
also on the PC website: www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk  

Hedge Management 
Please could you make sure that if your hedges are 

next to a public footpath you keep them trimmed so that 
pedestrians are able to safely walk past without being 
forced to walk into the road. It is that time of year when 
everything is growing so fast and it would be much 
appreciated if you could make sure this is done. 

Cycling Improvements  
There is some funding available to the Council [CWAC] 
to make improvements in the area for cyclists and our 
Ward Councillor and the Parish Council are seeking any 
ideas or suggestions. If you have specific proposals can 
you email both Cllr Hugo Deynem and Ian Dossett as 
Chairman of the Parish Council. Their email addresses 
are Hugo.Deynem@cheshirewestandcheshire.gov.uk  
and ian@ashtonhayespc.co.uk.  
 

The response to the scarecrow trail has been 
magnificent, with 59 entries.  That will certainly keep 
the judges busy! 
Everyone is beavering away designing and building 
their displays so watch out for them appearing 
around Ashton Hayes, Manley and Mouldsworth.  
The key dates for your diaries are: 

All displays on show from Saturday 5th July •
Final Judging Decisions on Saturday 11th July •

It’s going to be an event not to be missed so pop it in 
your diaries now and keep an eye on the website and 
NextDoor for details of the locations nearer the time. 
We have 6 prizes on offer ,all donated by the three  local 
Parish Councils, the shop and Farrells .If there is a local 
business willing to donate a prize for what we term the 
‘People`s Prize’ we would love to hear from you.

Tarvin Educational Foundation 
The Tarvin Educational Foundation is the charity set up to 
manage the Endowment of the old Tarvin Grammar School. 
The purpose of the charity is to assist the educational needs 
of boys and girls of secondary age or older who live in the 
Ancient Parish of Tarvin. This assistance may take the form 
of financial assistance for books, instruments, tools for trade 
and other projects. Usually today this takes the form of help 
with the costs of University or College courses and also for 
overseas projects of an educational nature. These awards 
are made by the Governors of the Trust who are 
representatives of the Parish Councils of Tarvin, Kelsall, 
Ashton Hayes and Clotton Hoofield, together with a 
representative of Cheshire West and Chester Borough 
Council as the Local Education Authority and up to three co-
opted members. 
The Governors are pleased to consider any application 
made by students residing in the appropriate area. The 
present Clerk to the Governors is Mr D.H. Cotgreave, Brown 
Heath Farm, Tarvin, Chester, CHS 8NE. Tel. 01829 740231, 
e-mail dhcotgreave@btinternet.com.



Bridging the Gap 
We’re here to help residents of Ashton Hayes 
and Mouldsworth during the coronavirus 
outbreak. Do you need someone to talk to, or 
someone to pray for you? Please call one of 
the following numbers during daytime hours 
and we’ll put you in touch with someone who 
can offer support: 01829 759086 or 01928 
740014. You can also contact us via email: 
contact@ashtonhayes.church 
 
Kneelers 
In 2000 140 kneelers 
were sewn by 
members of the 
community to mark 
the new millennium. 
Sadly, our church 
reordering means 
that we no longer 
have space to store 
or display all of our 
collection. Some 
have been chosen to remain in the church, 
others have been offered back to the families 
or individuals who made them, but there are  
a number remaining which are available free 

to members of the 
community. These 
cannot be collected 
during this period of 
social isolation, but if 
you would like to 
register your interest 
please contact Barbara 
Craven at 
spyhill4@hotmail.com 
or on 07800 936971.

Church Services  
During the coronavirus lockdown public 
worship has been suspended across the Church 
of England. However, our Sunday morning 
services are being broadcast live on our 
Facebook page at 10.30am each week. These 
half hour services include prayers, music, a 
Bible reading and a short sermon. Thank you to 
everyone who has been tuning in over the past 
three months!  
 
Re‐ordering Project 
Construction work resumed in our church 
building in mid‐May, and we are hopeful that 
the first phase of our re‐ordering will be 
complete before the end of August. This first 
phase includes the installation of underfloor 
heating (see photo), a new oak floor, two 
toilets and a kitchenette. All the pews have 
found good homes mainly to members of the 
local community. Three were given to the 
Primary School to use as benches. Thank you 
to everyone who gave donations towards the 
cost of the work. We are continuing to raise 
funds so that we can complete the second part 
of the scheme. 
 



Just to let you know that we are still here, working 
remotely, and exploring ways in which we may 
need to work in the future, given that social 
distancing looks like it is going to be with us for 
some time to come.   

The switch to online classes for Tai Chi and French 
has been very successful.  Graeme Waterfield 
now offers a variety of classes on YouTube with 
free trial sessions available.  Please contact 
Graeme directly at www.taichiwithgraeme.com.  
Other Time Bank groups have also found ways to 
adapt as can be seen in our newsletter available 
on our website at ash‐worthtimebank.org.uk. 

We’d love to hear any imaginative ideas from our 
members ‐ both in terms of activities you’d like us 
to try and bring back, and also any innovations we 
could try in the post‐Covid world. 

If you haven’t been in touch for a while why not 
give us a ring on (01829) 751398 or email us at ash‐

worthtime@hotmail.co.uk. New members 
welcome. Thank you to everyone for all that you 
are doing to help others in your community! 

Thank you to Vincent Nevin for volunteering to 
develop a series of art tutorials.  These are 
available to view online.  If, like me, you’ve time 
on your hands, why not chill out and watch paint 
dry? All you need is paint and a warm room. Paper 
and a subject helps too. With the Art Group, I’m 
developing a series of free tutorials that are aimed 
primarily at people who are nervous about 
sketching, but also for anybody at any level who 
would like to join in. No qualifications needed, and 
advice over the phone, email or whatever we can 
concoct, will be freely available. I’m trying to base 
the subjects on local studies to start with, 

something we can 
gather references for 
from local walks or even 
the house or garden. 
The first Youtube video 
is available now at 
https://youtu.be/ 
Qqlv8tdZRBE. 

So come on, join in, have a go, put the virtual 
kettle on…no, actually that bit can be real! 

Ashton Hayes & Mouldsworth Village Hall Association 
While this is our contribution to the Summer Edition of Around Ashton I am sure like everyone else, I am 
struggling to put together a piece that reflects the situation at this time. 
The Village Hall has been closed now for the 11+ weeks of the lockdown and, while we had hoped to be able to 
carry out some maintenance during this period, the fact that we have had no income means that we have had to 
put some planned works on the back burner. We still hope that we will be able to do the work on the floor and 
the blinds in this calendar year but it will depend on the regular hall users and how quickly they will want to start 
using the building once we are allowed to re-open. 
From the Guidance we have received it looks like that we might be able to open from the 4th July but of course 
we will still be subject to Social Distancing and so we will expect the course or class organiser to be responsible 
for following the rules that have been issued. We will also offer suggestions and recommendations prior to any 
group/user using the building for the first time and sanitiser will be available on entry. Facilities for washing 
hands and appropriate drying facilities will also be checked and available. Extra bins and tissues will also be 
available and disinfectant spray will be available for use, especially at the end of the session. More details will be 
in the Hall before classes return. 
Would all leaders/organisers contact me prior to starting their sessions/classes as it is my intention to change 
the key safe number so that I can be sure that everyone has confirmed their booking. We look forward to a 
return to some form of normality and I would hope that the Village Hall can organise a Village Gathering in the 
Hall when we are allowed contact with each other when the Distancing space is less than 2m. The Village has 
been amazing over this period and it would be great to say “Hello and Welcome Back”.          Martin Colville 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

What a difference a couple of months makes! We have gone from 
swamp, to desert, to lush green. Unlike last year the ‘soft refreshing 
rain’ has been most welcome and really brought everything on.  

Planting has been possible with appropriate social distancing, 
sanitising etc; all following the Allotment Association’s guidelines. 
Who knows what the coming months may bring but fingers crossed 
our August BBQ may be permitted. 

We presently have no vacant plots. But if anyone is interested in 
joining the waiting list please phone David on 752070 or email: 
davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashton Hayes 
Allotment 

Association

Who’d have thought at the beginning of the year, that we wouldn’t have been able 
to hold our monthly Meetings, or even meet up with friends and other WI 
members, whenever we wanted to?  We aren’t alone, which makes it a little more 
bearable, but thanks to modern technology, we have been able to keep in touch, 
by ‘phone, email, text, Facebook etc.   
Some of our members have been helping to make life a little bit easier for those 
less able to cope during this strange period in our history and we all appreciate 
everything that the community is doing via the Bridging the Gap scheme.  We are 

so lucky to live in this wonderful place.  Every WI in Cheshire has been asked by our County Federation to 
make a “Lockdown Scrapbook”, to record how our lives have changed during this unusual time and how it’s 
affected our community.  We are going to achieve this through photographs, narrative and any other medium 
that we feel can tell our story.  These scrapbooks will be displayed at our County Headquarters in White Friars, 
Chester.  An interesting project for sure. 
Along with not being able to hold our Meetings, we have also not been able to take part in County WI events 
such as the Cheshire Show, where we usually do very well with our exhibits in a variety of classes.  We also 
haven’t had the opportunity to visit Denman College in Oxfordshire – the WI’s residential college – where, over 
the last few years, our members have learnt new skills and visited places of interest.  2020 marks the Cheshire 
Federation of WI’s 100th birthday and lots of events should have been taking places around the county to 
celebrate.  Thankfully, all of these are being rescheduled for next year.  On 4th June, our WI should have been 
sending a delegate to the National Federation of WI’s Annual General Meeting, which this year was to be held 
at the Royal Albert Hall.  As with everything else, this had to be cancelled, so we’re hoping that we get the 
chance to go next year instead.  Life goes on, and tomorrow is another day, or so they say.  In 2023, Ashton 
Hayes WI will be celebrating its very own centenary and we hope that we too will be able to celebrate. 

There has been no football played since early March because of the virus, and 
the remainder of the current seasons matches have been cancelled. Plans, 
however, are in place to start next season in September all being well.  

When football re‐starts, Ashton will have an extra team (in the over 45 age 
group) and will be called Ashton Masters who will play in yellow shirts and 
charcoal shorts and socks! They will play at the Kelsall Road ground. 
Ashton Veterans who are over 35 (with 2 over 30) will continue as before. 

Ashton Football Club



supportive school it is.  

Staff, parents and governors 
are all sad to see him move 
on.  He will be missed.  
However, the school will be 
in safe hands as Mr Jon 
Gilbert, our Deputy Head 
will be stepping up to take 
on the role of Acting Head 
for the foreseeable future, until such time as the 
school can appoint a new Headteacher on a 
permanent basis. 

Given the current situation we will be unable to 
celebrate Mr Hover’s achievements at this time, as 
we would have liked.  However, I would like to 
take this opportunity on behalf of the entire 
school community to thank him for what he has 
achieved and wish him well in his new role. 

Sharon Varey, Chair of Governors 
 

Moving on....  
After six and a half years at 
Ashton Hayes Primary School, 
Matthew Hover is moving on 
to become Headteacher at 
Chester Blue Coat CE Primary 
School. 

Mr Hover’s contribution to the 
school during this time has 

been significant, covering many aspects of school 
life from developing and implementing a RICHER 
curriculum based on core values and the 
development of learning beyond the classroom 
through the Forest School, garden and pond area. 
All this has been achieved whilst maintaining a 
distinctive child centred ethos, where every child 
is known as an individual, and the ‘family feel’ that 
makes Ashton Hayes the friendly, caring and 

Lockdown and self-isolation 
have certainly changed the way 
we live and interact with our 
friends, but Ashton Sings has 
managed to keep in touch and 
keep singing together thanks to 
our weekly “Ashton Zooms” 
sessions!  For many of us, this 
has been a steep learning curve 
with technology, but it is proving 
a wonderful way to get together 
and sing, which really lifts the 
spirits in these difficult times! 
Our Musical Director, Martin 
Jones, has a background in IT, 
and was able to find a way 
around the audio “lag” (which 
everyone experiences when 
singing over the internet) by 
assembling individual videos 
into a virtual choir.   
Here is Ashton Sings and our 
sister choir, Broughton 
Community Choir, performing a 
lovely, uplifting song, specially 
written for our times by Jones 
and Jones Music – “Friendship 
in the Air”.  See if you can spot 
any familiar faces from Ashton 
and the surrounding villages! 

https://www.facebook.com/jonesandjonesmusicpublisher/videos/
169582587741645

https://www.facebook.com/jonesandjonesmusicpublisher/videos/169582587741645
https://www.facebook.com/jonesandjonesmusicpublisher/videos/169582587741645


In January this year the community shop celebrated our 10th Anniversary. Little did we 
know at that time we would shortly be facing the biggest challenge since we opened in 
2010, responding to the impact of COVID‐19. 

The shop management committee would like to thank all who have helped the shop rise 
to the challenge over the last few months, and who have supported the shop to arrange 
deliveries to around 60 of the most vulnerable members of our community on a weekly 
basis. We would particularly like to thank Jane Colville and the Parish Council who have 
pulled together the Bridging the Gap initiative without whose support we would not have 
been able to achieve this. A particular thank you also to Sally Webb, & Aileen Parry, who 
have co‐ordinated receiving customer orders on our behalf.  

As you are aware the community shop is supported by volunteers who help provide 
staffing in addition to paid staff, and without whose support the shop would no longer be 
a viable business. Overnight, at the start of the lockdown, we were unable to use many of 
our regular volunteers who, due to lockdown restrictions for the over 70s, had to observe 
social distancing measures. However, we have been overwhelmed by the amount of new 
support we have received to help, not only with our regular tasks, but the new 
requirement for customer deliveries and implementing social distancing outside the shop. 

Thank you to the many new volunteers who have come forward at this time and particular 
thanks to Geoff Stamper, and Steve King who have co‐ordinated the response. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to hold our regular volunteer ‘thank you’ event this summer 
while social distancing measures are currently in place, but we look forward to welcoming 
all our volunteers when the situation allows.  

We would also like to thank Deb, Linda, Heather, Dawn and Gill for all of their hard work 
over the last few months,  maintaining an excellent service (and consistent stock levels!) 
and all with their usual cheerful smile. You continue to make us proud. 

We will be holding our AGM on 23rd September. Details will be available on the shop 
website and Facebook pages and via the Nextdoor app. We may have to conduct this 
meeting differently due to social distancing measures, but we look forward to welcoming 
as many as possible to the meeting. If you are not already a shareholder and would like 
details of how you can support the shop as a shareholder or as a volunteer please contact 
amcshop@btconnect.com 

Many customers have commented on what an asset the community shop has been over this 
period, and we have welcomed many new customers who have learned that we offer high 
quality produce at a reasonable price. We look forward to your continued custom in the future.  

Lisa Allman, Chair, Ashton Hayes & Mouldsworth Community Shop Management Committee 


