
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NOVEL NEWSLETTER 

Weekly news, updates and entertainment for Ashton Hayes and surrounding areas during the COVID-19 outbreak Ed.9 

The Quarantine Quiz 
Thursday 28th May – 8:30PM – via Zoom 

As before, email me at lauren.colville@gmail.com to let me know 
you’ll be attending and I will provide you with the link and a 

sneaky peak at the names of the rounds on Thursday morning. 
Everyone welcome. 

 

 

Just a few days left to register for the Scarecrow Trail! The 
online entry form is editable, so you do not even need to have 
finalised all the details of your entry at this point. We simply need 
to know the numbers of participants by Sunday 31st May. Go to 
www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk/scarecrow-trail to fill in what you can. We 
would love as many people to take part as possible.  
 
 
 
 

Hometown Glory 
While Adele was singing “been walking … missing out the cracks in the pavement” it turns out that the real 
“wonders of my world” are to be found growing in those very cracks. And the chances are we all walk past these 
home town glories every day with hardly a glance, or perhaps even to think that everywhere's looking a bit dry and 
scruffy. But the great joy of going on safari along the pavements and gutters of Ashton is that there is so much to 
discover growing quietly taking advantage of the gentle neglect. 
As the Spring develops so waves of colour seems to flood the hedgerows and paths. The yellow of the Lesser 
Celandines, the whites of the Greater Stitchwort and Cow Parsley, and the reds and blues of the Red Campion and 
Bluebell. Already the Dandelion season is coming to an end with the seed clocks prominent and the seed blowing in 
the wind to be replaced by the Meadow Buttercups and Ox-eyed Daisies. 
But it's also the turn of those yellow dandelion-like flowers to bloom; now are you looking at a Goatsbeard, a 
Catsear, a Hawkbit, a Hawkbeard or indeed a Sow-thistle? They are all to be found along the pavements of Ashton 
and can on inspection be readily identified. But the real joy of this group of plants is the bright orange Fox and Cubs 
that grows in profusion at the entrance to the Golden Lion car-park and in the gravel of the substation of Peel 
Crescent. Prime locations, huh? 
And for those with sharp eyes and prepared for the hunt, the delightful Dove's-foot Crane's-bill and Cut-leaved 
Crane's-bill are to be found with their tiny pink 5-petalled flowers and exquisitely dissected leaves along with the 
more common crane's-bill called Herb Robert. 
Just yesterday in a stroll around the village there were well over twenty different plant species flowering in the late 
afternoon sunshine. Now I'm not suggesting a competition as to who can see the most was in my mind but more 
the sheer variety of colours, of form and of spread. 
Now I hear you say weeds! 
And, growing in a flowerbed or amongst the vegetables, that may well be so. But in truth they represent our wild 
native flora; they are as much a part of the Ashton and Mouldsworth community as you and me. So in that sense 
this is all about getting to know the neighbours.     Robin Tasker, 25th May 2020 
 
Robin Tasker, 25 May 2020 

mailto:lauren.colville@gmail.com
http://www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk/scarecrow-trail


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIDS’ ZONE 

This publication cannot be held responsible 

for the actions of any young person, but if 

they have ever done something this 

ingenious then I would love to hear about it!  

FAMOUS LANDMARKS – ANSWERS 

1. CHRYSLER BUILDING 2. STONEHENGE 3. SPHINX 4. CHICHEN ITZA 5. THE PENTAGON 6. THE GHERKIN  
7. THE COLLUSEUM 8. LOUVRE 9. THE GRAND CANYON 10. AYERS ROCK 11. CHRIST THE REDEEMER  
12. THE EGYPTIAN PYRAMIDS 13. THE LEANING TOWER OF PISA 14. GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE  
15. THE TAJ MAHAL 16. ANGKOR WAT 17. LADY LIBERTY 18. SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE  

19. THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA 20. MACHU PICCHU 

EMOJI FIGURES OF SPEECH – ANSWERS 

1. Time is money 2. Night owl 3. As blind as a bat 4. East like a pig 5. Raining cats and dogs 6. All the world’s a stage 7. As 

dead as a doornail 8. Egg on your face 9. Time flies 10. Wear your heart on your sleeve 11. Top dog 12. All your eggs in one 

basket 13. Cat got your tongue 14. A piece of cake 15. Cherry on top 16. Get cold feet 17. Cry over spilt milk 18. As quiet as 

a mouse 19. Cross that bridge when we come to it 20. Not rocket science 21. Cost an arm and a leg 22. Rule of thumb 23. 

Don’t judge a book by its cover 24. Once in a blue moon 25. Heart of stone 

J.K. Rowling has released a brand new fairy tale called 

The Ickabog. Writing it over 10 years ago, the manuscript 

was only shared with her two children before going on to 

collect dust in her attic until a few weeks ago when she 

retrieved it.  

It is being published for free, in instalments, over several 

weeks, a chapter at a time. 

https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/ 

They have also announced an illustration competition for 

7-12 year olds. Enter and your artwork could be featured 

in the printed version of the book. 

Missing the 

forest? The 

Guardian 

invites you to 

relax to the 

sounds of 

British wildlife 

as it takes you 

on a journey 

through a lush 

forest across 

the course of a 

day.  

Join an intimate curator-led tour of ‘Kimono: Kyoto to Catwalk’ 

Europe’s first major exhibition devoted to the kimono was 

forced to close just two weeks after opening. It delves into the 

sartorial and social significance of the kimono, exploring its 

traditional roots from the 1660s in Japan to the garment’s recent 

reinvention in Japanese street culture.  

https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/

