
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NOVEL NEWSLETTER 

Weekly news, updates and entertainment for Ashton Hayes and surrounding areas during the COVID-19 outbreak Ed.6 

You’re all invited to take part in a ‘quarantine 
recipe exchange’. Send a recipe that you love to 
lauren.colville@gmail.com and it will be shared 

in a future newsletter.  
Email to be added to the Mailing List too. 

Re-reading ‘The Plague’ 

‘The Plague’ is a novel by Albert Camus that is based on a fictitious epidemic that occurred in the Algerian town of Oran. It was published in 
1947 and has been acclaimed by many as Camus’ masterpiece. An English translation (from the original French) was made in 1948 by 
Stuart Gilbert with a second translation being made in 2001 (by Robin Buss). There has been renewed interest in the novel as a result of 
the current pandemic and, as I write, publishers are reporting that sales of the book are booming. 

I first read ‘The Plague’ some 45 years ago whilst still a student at University. It impressed me greatly, but then I was at an impressionable 
age. Now, at a time when a fatal epidemic has arrived on our own shores, I have decided to make a return visit and below I summarise my 
thoughts on re-reading it. Many of the events described in ‘The Plague’ follow a chronology with which we are now only too familiar: 

- an initial disbelief in the threat posed by the plague 
- a call to the authorities to take urgent action 
- the isolation of the infected 
- the isolation of the populace from the outside world (in the book the city gates are locked and  

no one is allowed to enter or leave) 
- a separation from loved ones 
- the official reporting of fatalities (daily rather than the more dispiriting weekly figures) 

- the evolution of a ‘plague graph’, initially increasing, then flattening and finally decreasing 

In the novel these events are chronicled through the eyes of a local doctor (Dr Rieux). He is portrayed as a decent, hard-working and 
sympathetic practitioner who records his observations in a detached, unemotional way. We are introduced through him to the other main 
characters, some of whom fatefully become his patents: 

- Cottard is an eccentric figure, a black marketeer, who appears unconcerned about the dangers posed by the plague, possibly 
because he has greater anxieties; 

 

 

- Rambert is a visiting journalist who faces the ethical dilemma of 
whether to try and escape the city to be with his mistress or stay 
and help infected patients; 

- Paneloux, a Jesuit priest who preaches that the plague is a 
punishment for the sins of the city 

- Taroou, a stranger in town who keeps a diary in which he notes the 
idiosyncratic behaviour of the town’s citizens 

-  and Grand, a clerk whose pathetic attempts at writing a book are 
unsuccessful because he is forever re-writing the first paragraph 

There is much to ponder in these characters, and Camus is a master at 
enticing the reader into wondering about their motives and behaviour.  

The subject matter of ‘The Plague’ is, by necessity, morbid but the book is by 
no means harrowing. The strength of the novel, and that which makes it a 
fascinating read, lies in its principal characters and how they respond in their 
different ways to the epidemic. The book can be read at several levels viz; as 
a straightforward story, as a philosophical study of human behaviour and as 
an allegory for the German occupation of France during WWII (Camus was 
actively involved in the French resistance movement). The blurb on the back 
of my copy (Penguin Modern Classics, 1975 reprint) quotes The Times’ 
literary critic as describing it as “a carefully wrought metaphysical novel the 
machinery of which can be compared to a Sophoclean tragedy”. If, like me, 
that has you reaching for the dictionary, do not be put off – there is 
something here for every reader with an enquiring mind. 

Occasionally Gilbert’s English translation becomes a little awkward in its 
phrasing and in its use of archaic terms but, whilst this is an irritation, it does 
not detract from the greatness of this work.  Camus’ genius was his ability to 
weave philosophical musings into brilliantly constructed narratives, and, 
through his characters, to pose questions regarding the human condition in 
times of adversity. 

Well worth reading .......and indeed re-reading. 

Emyr Roberts 
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KIDS’ ZONE 
GUESS THE NAME OF THE CHOCOLATE BAR 

ANSWERS 
 

WEST END 
NORTONS 

LANE 
OLD HALL 

COURT 
DUCK LANE 

PEEL 
CRESCENT 

BROOKSIDE 
WILLOW 
HAYES 

GRANGE 
ROAD 

BRINES BROW 
LANE 

SHAY LANE 

It was Carters Cottages – 
number 3 to be precise 
looking splendid with 

that stormy sky 
overhead. 

This week, we have a 
new zoomed in picture 
for you, but where is it 

in the village? 
  

WHERE IS IT? 

BUTTERFLY SEARCH 

Butterfly conservation is asking the public to help measure the impact of 
climate change. Scientists want you to look out for them in your garden. 
To record a sighting, visit butterfly-conservation.org/mysightings  


