
Around Ashton 
Community news from Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council 

Spring 2020

This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story 
please contact Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

We are continuously aiming to reduce our carbon footprint and go greener as a village! 

With the recent launch of our new website, ‘Around Ashton’ can now be viewed online 

and we would like to offer to send out ‘Around Ashton’ electronically to save on paper. 

If you would like to opt in to receive ‘Around Ashton’ via email please can you send an 

email to elaine@farralls.co.uk and let her know your Name, Address, Email address 

and confirm you are happy to be contacted about ‘Around Ashton’ news. 

There will still be paper versions sent out to those who don’t opt in to have it sent via 

email and we will continue to have printed versions available at the Village Store. 

Want to help us be greener?

Re-ordering of St John’s Church
  The contractor started work 
in the building on February 
17th and is making good 
progress. The pews have been 
removed and all the short and 
medium ones have been 
bought by members of the 
community. 
  An unexpected find was the 
presence of an early 
underfloor heating system to 
the pews and the chancel. 
  It is planned to finish the 
work by the end of May ready 
for the two weddings planned 
for June. 
  There is still access to the 
churchyard for visits and 
burials, and to the public 
footpath. 



Parish Council Update
New Parish Council 
Website Launched! 

We have redesigned the Parish Council website to 
make it easier to navigate and hopefully more 
informative.  Why not take a look?  All comments and 
suggestions on how we can make it even better gratefully 
received.  You can find it at ashtonhayespc.co.uk. 

Launch of Nextdoor Parish 
Social Media Service 

The Parish Council has worked with NextDoor to 
create an online community exclusively for our parish.  
Only residents of the parish can join the online 
neighbourhood and we hope it will allow us to further 
increase community cohesion, improve communication 
and provide a useful service for all parish residents. We 
already have close to 200 residents who have joined and 
the feedback so far has been really positive.  

To find out more and to join yourself visit the 
NextDoor page on the Parish Council Website at 
ashtonhayespc.co.uk/nextdoor/ and you will find it on the 
Community Info menu.

Speed Watch  
On 29 February, Parish 

Councillors and the Ward 
Councillor met CWaC traffic 
engineers, to examine how the 
engineers might be able to slow 
traffic along Ashton Lane and 
Church Road. 

The engineers proposed 
improvements to signs on the 

bends at the north end of the village and close to the 
school. They also had ideas for possible improvements 
adjacent to the Golden Lion, and for the Pentre 
Lane/Gongar Lane junctions. Monitoring and assessment 
work will be done by CWaC to test the possibilities for 
these areas. 

They will check the schedules for gully and drain 
cleaning particularly from the school to Gongar Lane and 
will replace the missing bend sign at the north end of 
Duck Lane. 

The Parish Councillors undertook to contact residents 
whose hedges are obscuring road signs. 

As the days are lengthening SID will be back in the 
village before long so please watch your speed.

Around Ashton Advertising  
In 2020 we’re including a restricted number of adverts 

from local businesses in each edition. This will help 
reduce our production costs but will also provide people 
with information about access to local trades and 
facilities. If anyone is interested in placing an advert or in 
supporting the newsletter through a sponsorship 
arrangement then please contact Jane Colville. 

AED Training 
As you know we have had 

defibrillators installed in the 
village and we are now trying to 
arrange training for all who wish 
to learn how to use them in the 
unfortunate event of someone 
requiring intervention. We will 
hopefully, subject to coronavirus,  
be able to offer a couple of dates 

later in the year for people to sign up to. These will be 
evening sessions and will last for two to three hours. We 
hope to hold them in the village hall and the likely 
evening will be a Wednesday. There will be a maximum 
of 15 people per session. If you are interested in this 
please get your names logged with Jane Colville. She 
already has some names and will add yours to her list.   

Community Clean-up  
Do your bit for the local environment 

The next Community Clean-up was planned to take 
place on Saturday 4th April.  However, with coronavirus 
and all the concerns and uncertainty that this brings we 
don’t feel we can go ahead with it. We hope that by the 
Autumn things will have settled and the risks reduced, 
and we will be able to plan another Community Clean Up 
event. In the meantime there is nothing to prevent 
individuals who choose to do so 
from litter picking around the 
parish. We know a number of 
people already do this on a 
routine basis and it really does 
make a big difference. If you 
want a litter picker, hi vis jacket, 
gloves or bin bags please let 
either Paul Varey or Jane 
Colville from the Parish Council 
know and we will arrange for 
you to have them. 



Parish Council Update

Dog Fouling  
Help your community and CWaC take a stand 

against dog fouling in OUR parish. Please tell CWaC, 
in confidence, as much as you can about any incidents. 
Make a note of: 

The owner, the dog, the location, the times •
Other helpful information such as a car                •
registration number or where they live. 

On receipt of this information CWaC Council 
officers will take action to warn offenders and issue 
fines to those caught not picking up after their dog or 
discarding full poo bags in inappropriate places. 

You can report incidents on the CWaC website:  
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contact-
us/report-it/dog-animal-fouling.aspx. A link to it is 
also on the PC Website.

Anti-Social Behaviour  
Whilst most people living in the parish are 

considerate and aware of the need to be sensitive to 
others rights and needs there are some people for whom 
this seems unimportant. We have set out below a number 
of concerns we have and we have recently been invited to 
join a working group coordinated by Kelsall Parish 
Council which will be looking at all forms of anti social 
behaviour and considering what strategies might work 
well to reduce or eliminate them . In the meantime 
though here are some of our current issues ! 

Parking 
This remains an issue in certain spots in the village 

including the bottom of Peel Crescent  where in meets 
Gongar Lane, just off Church Road. There are problems 
also at the end of West End where it meets Peel Hall Lane 
and as a result the sight lines for those trying to turn out 
of West End are obstructed . 

West End itself has its own parking issues and the 
residents who live there with no off road parking facility 
often find that the limited spaces that do exist get taken 
up by some who do have alternative options or by those 
visiting the Parish Rooms which has no parking facilities. 
We would urge all to behave in a considerate way when 
parking vehicles. 

Harassment and Bullying  
It is with sadness that the Parish Council has become 

aware of a case of mindless bullying and harassment in 
the village which has been happening over a period of 
several months. A female resident who lives alone has 
been the subject of repeated behaviour of the part of an 
unknown person but believed to be male judging by the 
voice. He visits her house and bangs on her doors late at 
night or in the early hours of the morning, waking her 
and of course causing her to be very anxious and worried. 
It happens often and has now been reported to the police 
who are monitoring the situation.  

A record of these incidents is being kept and CCTV is 
being installed; this necessary but is an unwanted item of 
expenditure for her. The area she lives in is quite central, 
close to the nursery and in a residential area. If anyone 
sees someone behaving suspiciously late at night or early 
morning, during the hours of darkness, around Church 
Road, Pentre Lane and Gongar Lane can you take the 
following action please take a photo and /or description 
of the person and alert the police and /or one of your 
parish councillors to the sighting. 

Speeding on country lanes 
The incidence of speeding and inconsiderate 

driving on the narrow lanes surrounding the village 
and across the parish seems to be worse than ever.  

Such behaviour puts people at risk whether they are 
walkers, riders, cyclists, or other drivers, etc. The lanes 
were never intended for such speeds given how narrow 
and bendy they are.  

Please cut your speed, keep to your side of the road 
and be prepared to slow right down for horses or 
cyclists. In this way the number of accidents 
happening on the lanes will be reduced all will be a lot 
safer.  



The committee have been very busy during the recent 
months, not only fighting the latest planning application 
but also researching, uncovering and reviewing similar 
case histories, some of which are very recent. We have 
now built up a considerable portfolio of supporting 
evidence that we are confident CWaC will take in to 
consideration when determining our request for a 
Compulsory Purchase Order to be made. 

We have been in constant contact with the Parish 
Council to keep them updated with progress and wish to 
thank them for their ongoing support. 

 
The Ashton Hayes Community Hub Committee 

goldenlionashtonhayes.co.uk 

The 
Golden 
Lion

In our last update we encouraged those who wished to 
comment on the planning application to submit their 
comments. That planning application was refused on the 
back of the objections received by the planning 
department and its non compliance with numerous 
planning policies. A huge thank you to all those who took 
the time to object to the application and continue to 
support the project to get the Golden Lion back up and 
running as a community pub and hub. 

The committee has approached the owner once again 
via the selling agents, to see if the planning refusal has 
had any positive impact on the asking price, unfortunately 
it hasn’t and the owner is still holding out for a vastly 
inflated price as he has done for the last 3 years. 



We are delighted to report that our new volunteer-
led system is working well, and would like to thank 
Caroline for the time and effort she is dedicating to 
ensure this continues. She is still very much at the 
heart of our operations. We are now looking to 
‘office-share’ so if you know anyone who is looking 
for some office space locally, please point them in 
Helen’s direction (at the Post Office).  

All of our activities are running as normal. We 
currently have spaces at our Tuesday social group, 
Remember When, Health Walks, and Textiles and 
Art - but we have pretty much reached capacity in 
French, Tai Chi in Ashton Hayes, and our 
Wednesday Library groups.  There are spaces in 
our Kelsall Tai Chi class. 

Also, we have begun our new programme of Fund 
Raisers for 2020. In spite of the terrible weather, 48  
people enjoyed a delicious home-cooked roast 
dinner at the Village Hall on Friday 28th February, 
and early indications suggest we have succeeded 
in raising £629. Many thanks go to our head Chef, 
Cathy Rounthwaite, who managed to work miracles 
in the tiny kitchen, and to all members who either 
helped out - or feasted themselves!  

within the main part of the hut following extensive water 
damage.  We will, in the future, be looking for a donation 
of used kitchen units and will post a notice in Around 
Ashton when we are in a position to start this project. 

1st Ashton and Manley Scouts has recently received a 
grant of £510 from Cheshire West and Chester Council to 
assist them with carrying out some essential repairs to the 
scout hut in Ashton Hayes. Scouting provides an array of 
activities and games for young people from 11 upwards 
and provides a social and educational environment for 
young people of secondary school age. We currently have 
more than 20 young people enrolled in our scouting troop 
and carry out a huge range of activities from camping, 
hiking, water sports, wood craft and first aid to pancake 
making. The maintenance of the scout hut is essential to 
ensure that there is a setting for the provision of many of 
these activities. We would like to thank our Ward 
Councillor, Cllr Hugo Deynem, for the provision of these 
funds and Jane Colville for her assistance with preparing 
the application. Future projects will hopefully see a 
renovation of the kitchen area and some remedial repair 

1st Ashton and Manley Scouts

Our next event, an Evening of Music and Song by 
Ashton Folk, is on Saturday 28th March at 7.30pm 
at the Village Hall in Ashton Hayes. Tickets are 
available from the Community Shop. 

Although it has become increasingly difficult to 
acquire external grant funding for our project, 
which is now, amazingly, in its 18th year, we are 
fortunate enough to be raising some funds 
through our own activities, donations, and small 
grants from the Co-op, Kelsall. We are always on 
the look-out for new members to join us - 
particularly if they can give lifts to enable local 
people to attend activities.  

Volunteering - Remember: there is no specific 
regular commitment required - you can give an 
hour a week, fortnight, month, or whatever suits 
you.  

For further information, please contact us on 
(01829) 751398 or by email at ash-
worthtime@hotmail.co.uk.  

You‘re welcome to pop in and visit us anytime at 
our library sessions in the Parish Rooms, Ashton 
Hayes on a Wednesday from 10.00 until 12.00a.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the last week the allotments have progressed from water standing, or 
very soggy, to not much water standing and soggy. 

I don’t remember Candlemas being ‘fair and bright’, so there is a 
reasonable chance winter may have had its ‘flights’ and we may be heading 
for a much welcome Spring. 

As ever we are most grateful to our manure supplier; and hopefully those 
who have not had a chance to spread yet will get one soon. 

Looking around the plots there are still some leeks, parsnips and brasicae 
to harvest despite the adverse conditions; also one or two plantings of early 
broad beans are doing alright.  

There was a good attendance at the AGM on 21st January when a number 
of decisions were taken for the coming year, the committee were elected and a 
very social time was had by all. 

A neighbour has kindly donated us a table with a couple of chairs which 
are much appreciated and will doubtless be put to good use when that 
scorching summer comes along!  

All the plots are currently taken but anyone interested in joining the 
waiting list may contact or phone David on 01829 752070. 

Good growing, DPR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashton Hayes 
Allotment 

Association

Our monthly Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the first Tuesday 
of the month, in the Parish Rooms in West End (unless 
otherwise advertised on our notice board, which is situated 
outside the Community Shop).   The programme for the next 
few months is as follows. 
 
 
 

7th April                 “My Life at Granada TV” with Judy Popley. 
 

Competition:  A happy photo which tells a story 
 
5th  May Resolutions Evening with Cheese & Wine 
 

Competition:  A postcard 
 
2nd June  “Mary Queen of Scots” with Dr George Eccleston. 
 

Competition:  Something Scottish 
 
7th July “The Chocolate Shop – Tarporley” with Charles Hardy. 
 

Competition: The most number of words you can make from 
“Women’s Institute” with three or more letters. 

 
 The W.I. is a wonderful organisation to belong to and we always make prospective 
new members and guests very welcome – there is a small charge of £3 for guests.  If 
you would like to come along to one of our Meetings, please give our President, 
Barbara Green a call on 01829 751498 for more details.  We’d be delighted to see you.



The football club are doing well with over 30 players signed on for the 
season. In the Vets league, Ashton have won 4 of their six games, lie 4th out 
of 8 teams and are 5 points ahead of the team below them.  

In cups, they reached the quarter-finals of the Vets Shield having beaten 
Frodsham Park 3-1 in the previous round but then losing 4-2 to Tarvin.  In the 
Tom Gerraghty Trophy, Ashton lost the penalty shoot-out after drawing 2-2 
with Orange Athletic in the first round. 

Altogether this season, 24 games have been played, 10 were won, 2 drawn 
and 12 lost. 

Ashton Football Club

 
In addition, new notice boards have been installed on 

the Pavilion and there is now space for ‘Village News’ 
items.  We welcome Ashton Hayes announcements, flyers, 
notifications, communications – Come one, come all!  

Just leave your flyers in the cafe and we will see that 
they are displayed in the new notice boards.

Parish Room West End 
For decades the Parish Room has been central to 

village life in Ashton Hayes. At various times it has 
hosted libraries, play groups, health visitors, children’s 
parties and polling stations. Briefly it was even a pop-up 
pub. Generations of residents were weighed there as 
babies before going on to celebrate successive birthdays 
with jelly and ice cream. 

In recent years the Room has provided a meeting 
place for clubs, societies and groups. As well as being 
easily accessible - it's located in West End - the 
building's quirky interior is full of charm and character. 
The room itself is dominated by a large gothic window – 
a leitmotif that runs throughout the building. 

Over the last 12 months this much-loved facility has 
had something of  a facelift. Trustees of the Parish 
Room, who report to the Parish Council, have 
commissioned a programme of essential works designed 
to improve the user experience.   

Much needed replacement front windows have been  
installed to improve heat retention and sound proofing. 
These have  retained their distinctive arched shape with  
the frames needing to be  custom-built. A new boiler has 
been  installed,  and added insulation is planned as part 
of efforts to improve heat efficiencies and reduce carbon 
emissions. Among other planned improvements has been 
the provision of free wifi. 

At present the Parish Room can seat around 30 
people for talks, demonstrations and conferences. Tables 
are also available for other functions such as children’s 
parties and social groups. A kitchenette enables on-site 
catering: as well as a fridge, microwave and two kettles, 
this provides an array of cups, saucers and cutlery. Gents 
and Ladies toilets are also available on the premises. 

 Hire costs are £7-per-hour for regular users, or £10-
per-hour for one-time users. These charges are among 
the most competitive in the area. To book, or for more 
details, contact the booking clerk, Gillian Forgrave, on 
01829 751943 or 07799 706007. 

Local meeting facilities news update 
Queen Elizabeth II  
Sports & Recreation Field

You may have noticed that our Field is now sporting 
two very fine signs at its entrance!



To ensure you alw
ays g

etting
 a g

ood
 d

eal w
hen shop

p
ing

 at your 
C

om
m

unity S
hop

, w
e reg

ularly carry out p
rice checking

 exercises. 

A
s a sm

all b
usiness w

e d
o not have the b

uying
 p

ow
er to allow

 us to 
com

p
ete w

ith the larg
er sup

erm
arkets b

ut w
e b

elieve that our p
rices 

are fair and
 in line w

ith our m
ain com

p
etitor, the C

o-op
. O

ur m
ost 

recent p
rice check, carried

 out at the b
eg

inning
 of Feb

ruary, show
ed

 
that our b

asket w
as 98p

 cheap
er than the co-op

. 

W
hilst this m

ay not seem
 a lot of m

oney to som
e w

e b
elieve that your 

C
om

m
unity S

hop
 offers m

any ad
d

itional b
enefits to the com

m
unity: 

w
e are on your d

oorstep
 

•
no fuel costs or d

elivery costs 
•

alw
ays a w

arm
 w

elcom
e from

 our staff and
 volunteers 

•
assisted

 shop
p

ing
 for those w

ho need
 it 

•
a p

lace to m
eet your friend

s and
 neig

hb
ours for a chat 

•
a w

id
e rang

e of p
rod

ucts and
 seasonal events 

•Listening
 to our custom

ers has alw
ays b

een im
p

ortant to us so w
e 

have p
rod

uced
 a C

ustom
er S

atisfaction S
urvey to help

 us b
etter 

und
erstand

 our custom
ers, how

 they use the shop
 and

 w
hat w

e m
ay 

b
e ab

le to d
o b

etter.  

The survey has b
een  sent via em

ail to custom
ers w

ho have op
ted

 in 
to receive em

ail com
m

unications. It can also b
e com

p
leted

 on our 
w

eb
site or via the follow

ing
 link w

hich is availab
le on Faceb

ook and
 

N
extd

oor: w
w
w
.surveym

onkey.co.uk/r/H
M
X
8TP

K
. There w

ill also b
e 

cop
ies availab

le in the shop
 if you p

refer to com
p

lete it b
y hand

. 

Y
our feed

b
ack w

ill help
 us p

rovid
e the p

rod
ucts you like at a fair 

p
rice w

ith g
reat custom

er service. 


