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please contact Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

In recent months members of AHCEC have given 

presentations around the UK about the Going Carbon 

Neutral Project. Places such as Bristol, Whaley Bridge and 

Mount Stuart on the Isle of Bute have invited us to speak.  

The current board members are Prof. Roy Alexander 

(chair), Garry Charnock, Kate Harrison, Maria Lindley, 

Richard Stradling and David Wilson. We are keen to hear 

from anyone who wants to get involved with our 

activities and/or anyone with ideas for sustainable 

actions in Ashton Hayes. 

If you’d like to get involved with our energy company, 
become a member or simply know more, please email 
Professor Roy Alexander. 

Over £1000 has been donated recently to village 

projects by the Ashton Hayes Community Energy 

Company (a community interest company, CIC). The 

company is run by a board of volunteers and manages the 

solar panels on the school and pavilion roofs. These 

generate a regular income, about half of which is 

allocated to ASHRA for recreation field maintenance, 

while other funds are donated to projects that support 

sustainability in the community. The panels also enable 

the school to be ‘carbon neutral’ for most of summer. 

In the past few months AHCEC has bought Jute bags 

for the shop (£255.54) and contributed £615 towards the 

new energy saving LED lighting in the Parish Rooms. In 

addition, we have purchased new pollution 

monitoring equipment (£159) that is helping us to 

assess the quality of the air across the village. We 

are also looking at new ways of helping the shop 

reduce its energy bills and hence its carbon 

footprint. We are also pleased to report that we 

now have a healthy bank balance which we use to 

pay for maintenance of our solar panels and 

systems and we are building up funds to invest in 

future projects. 

We also hope that we shall have new board 

members in the coming months who will help us 

to work on eco projects with the school and the 

children, and we are producing a ‘timeline’ sign 

that shows the key events in the project since it 

started 14 years ago. We are thankful to the RSK 

Group for sponsoring the sign design and 

production. 

Would you consider joining the Governing 
Body of Ashton Hayes Primary School?  The 
Governors are a small group of volunteers from 
various backgrounds who share a common 
interest in wanting the best possible education 
for all of the children. 

The school currently has two vacancies on 
the Governing Body.  We would be delighted to 
hear from you if you are interested in making a 
real difference, whatever your area of expertise, 

but especially if you have a financial or legal 
background.   

Governors do not need to be experts in the 
field of education. What they do need is an 
interest in the school and in the welfare of its 
pupils, together with the time and willingness to 
get involved.  

 
If you would like to find out more please 

contact Sharon Varey or Matthew Hover.  
 

Ashton Hayes Energy Company

YYoouurr  vv ii ll llaaggee  sscchhooooll   nneeeeddss  yyoouurr  hheellpp!!
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Parish Council Update
Spring Flowers 

The planned daffodil planting 

has taken place and the bulbs were 

kindly planted by CWaC at the 

end of November. A number of 

suggestions as to where to plant 

the bulbs were received and all but 

one proposal was adopted. 

Unfortunately one site proved 

unsuitable as it was too overgrown 

with trees and thus to dry.  

The final sites planted are as 

follows: 

1000 bulbs split into 3 clumps down Gongar Lane, •

one at the top end by the main road, one opposite the 

end of Peel Crescent and one clump in the middle. 

250 bulbs planted in front of each of the village signs •

as you enter the village on the main road . 

250 bulbs split between the grass triangles at the •

junction of Willow Hayes and Shay Lane and at the 

junction of Dunns Lane and Shay Lane. 

250 bulbs planted as a patch between the trees on the •

left side just before the first house on entering the 

village on Church Road.  

So let’s look forward to the spring and hopefully a 

good show! 

Defibrillators  
 

You have I hope noticed that 

the village now has three 

defibrillators plus one in the 

school. The three are in the 

disused telephone box on the 

pub forecourt, at the Pavilion 

and at the Village Hall. We have 

a team of volunteers who are  regularly checking these to 

ensure, as far as we can, that they are ready to use should 

one be required. 

We are trying now to arrange for some information 

sharing sessions for local residents which will help them 

understand how to use the defibrillator and also explain 

what happens in an emergency from the point that a 999 

call is made. Hopefully in the New Year we will have a 

few sessions arranged on different dates to suit as many 

of you who are interested. If you would like to 

understand about how a defibrillator is used please let 

Jane Colville or one of the other Parish Councillors know, 

and your name and contact detail will be added to the list. 

 

Snow Angels 

Our local Snow Angels scheme has been going 

about six years now and whilst at one time it was 

managed by Timebank in partnership with the Parish 

Council it is no longer possible for Timebank to 

perform this role so it is now entirely down to the 

Parish Council. The service is built on a simple 

concept ….that of volunteers being prepared, if able, to 

ensure other local people are safe and secure at times 

of very bad weather. This can be just a phone call to 

check they have heating, light and food or it might 

consist of a delivery of food from the community shop. 

It can also involve volunteers in clearing snow and 

gritting paths, and in communal areas such as outside 

the shop and pub and West End and the cutting and 

outside the school. 

The Parish Council have tried over time to ensure 

that volunteers are able to access grit supplies and they 

check regularly on the supply of salt and grit in the big 

grit bins located  around the village. We have, however, 

come to something of a crossroads with this scheme 

and need to ensure that what is planned under the 

auspices of the Parish Council is covered by their 

insurance policy.  

In order to gauge the level of interest amongst 

people who might wish to volunteer to help in really 

difficult weather conditions we also need to know who 

might be interested in the coordination and oversight of 

this volunteer team, ensuring that volunteer have the 

right equipment and are where they need to be, that key 

tasks have been risk assessed and informed advice 

given to volunteers. We also need to ensure that the 

consistent message to those few people who might be at 

risk venturing out in such weather is that they stay in 

until conditions have improved and that anything they 

really need is brought to them. It goes without saying 

that we could only consider providing a service to those 

who have no other form of support …. from family, 

friends or neighbours.  

 So, please let Jane Colville on know if you would 

like to be a volunteer and /or coordinator this year 

when the weather is really poor. In addition if you’d 

like to join  the group of volunteers who will phone 

people regularly through a bad weather spell and 

arrange for essential shopping to be delivered to them 

then please get in touch. 

Finally, if we are to go ahead with the scheme this 

year we need to know who is particularly at risk in the 

event of snow and ice. If you are aware of such people 

living in the village and its surrounds please talk to 

them and pass on their contact details if they are willing 

for this to happen. Alternatively if you live close to 

them then maybe you, as a good neighbour, could help 

support them when times are bad.



Parish Council Update

Dog Fouling  
This is an appeal to each and every dog owner in 

and around the parish. Please pick up after your dog 

and make sure you put all bags containing the dog poo 

in the bins provided. Please don’t throw the bags in 

hedgerows or hang them from branches as many do. 

This action would be greatly appreciated by neighbour, 

local residents and visitors to the area. It is an offence 

to foul public areas and the regulations concerning this 

are tightening up so do try to avoid finding yourself 

with a hefty fine for what is inconsiderate behaviour on 

your part.   

Highway matters 

 

The A54 Junction  
Most people travelling to and from the village will 

have seen the changes at the A54 junction. Refuges have 

been placed on both approaches to the junction. The 

decision about a 50mph speed limit is expected any time. 

We have to wait to see how effective these measures are. 

This is what the Council are doing and regrettably they 

appear to have, for now, lost sight of the commitment 

made in the last two years to look at having traffic lights 

installed. They have told us that they want first to 

evaluate the effectiveness of the measures already taken 

and planned before making any further decision. Whilst 

we realise that the Council will be keeping their own 

records of accidents in this spot we do all need to ensure 

that any accidents, including minor ones and near misses, 

get reported through to the Police and Highways, and to 

Parish Councillors so that we are able to continue to 

present the reality of the situation to the Council.  

 

Speed Watch  
 
 
 
CAMERAS  
ARE USED.   
PLEASE 
DRIVE  
CAREFULLY!  

 

SID (the Speed Indicator Device) has been in action 

again during November, mainly on Ashton Lane and 

Church Road, but some will have had a smile on Kelsall 

Road as well.  

All households in the proposed 20mph areas have had 

a CWaC flier explaining the scheme and a chance to send 

comments to Kieran Collins, the CWaC Highways 

Commissioner. The Parish Council successfully lobbied 

for an extension of the new limit along Peel Hall Lane 

and we are told it will now go beyond the scout hut. We 

continue to lobby for an extension along Kelsall Road 

and the B5393, hence the use of SID in these locations to 

demonstrate our seriousness to CWaC.    

The police will continue to use cameras from time to 

time on the B5393 and SID will be back in early Spring. 

If anyone would like to join the team of SID operators 

please email David Rounthwaite. 

 

The A54 Layby Parking Restrictions  
The new overnight parking restrictions at the Tarvin 

Sands layby are now in place.  If you witness any 

vehicles that appear to be breaching the restrictions 

please report the matter directly to the police for 

enforcement.  Hopefully the new restrictions will greatly 

reduce or eliminate the anti-social behaviour. 

 

Mud on Road 

Through the Autumn there has been a lot of 

harvesting going on and the moving of crops and 

foodstuffs for animals on the roads throughout the parish.  

Fields have also been being ploughed and prepared for 

next year. Given the very wet weather this has created 

lots of mud, a particular issue on roads close to field 

exits. We all appreciate living in such a lovely rural 

environment and hopefully most people who do so 

realise that there are realities of life that come with being 

in this setting. Nevertheless there are some expectations 

of local farmers and their tenant framers that are worth 

emphasising: 

The law enquires that farmers spreading significant •

amounts of mud and debris on the road should clear 

it up in a reasonable length of time. If there is an 

accident they will be liable. 

They should endeavour to clear mud from vehicles •

entering the road and clean the road during the 

working day and at the end. 

Use warning signs to warn oncoming drivers that •

there is mud on the road. 

If they do not comply then the matter can be reported 

to the Council who will assess the situation and in all 

probability either tell the farmer to clean up as soon as 

possible or they will do it themselves and charge the 

farmer for their time and costs. 



BEAUTY with GILLIAN 
 
Gillian is next year 
celebrating 20 years as a 
local business and would 
like to thank all her 
clients for their support 
and loyalty during the 
past two decades. 
 
Wishing everyone a very 
merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  
 
Details: 01829 751943. 

Exciting opportunity for young 
people interested in the 
environment.... 

Ashton Hayes Community Energy (AHCE) is keen to hear 
from young people in the village about what they think 
should be its priorities going forward and would like to 
develop a parallel ‘Junior Board’ to facilitate this. On 
Tuesday last week members of AHCE Board met with Jon 
Gilbert (Deputy Head), Ness Cuthbert (teacher and 
EcoTeam coordinator), Tracy Snell (Governor) and Lauren 
Colville at the school to discuss how to take this forward. 
There is clearly much in common between what AHCE is 
trying to do (renewable energy, air quality, rewilding) and the 
school’s priorities under the EcoSchools initiative. We plan to 
get the Junior Board established next term and to agree 
priorities with them so that we can get some projects 
established in the spring and summer, which AHCE will fund. 

Christmas Eve, 24th December 
 

4pm – Christingle Service 
A Christmas celebration for children 

 

11pm ‐ First Communion of Christmas 
A traditional service remembering the  

birth of God’s Son 
 

Christmas Day, 25th December 
 

10am ‐ Family Service 
A Christmas service for all ages,  

followed by a short service of Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 5th January 
 

10.30am – Epiphany Service 
An all age service celebrating the visit of  

the Wise Men

Christmas services at St John’s Church



All abilities are welcome at the village Art Group, from complete novices 
to budding professionals. 

The weekly session offers everyone a chance to get creative in whatever 
medium takes their fancy, be it watercolour, pencil, charcoal or pastel. Just 
as importantly, it’s a chance to learn different skills, share expertise and 
socialise over a cup of tea. 

There is no joining fee – cost is just £2 per session. The group meets 
every Wednesday, from 2pm-3.30pm at the Parish Room, West End, Ashton 
Hayes, CH3 8DG. 

If you would like to find out more, contact Ashworth Timebank on 01829 
751398 or visit the website. 
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with vigour in order to get the CPO request moving 

forwards again after this unforeseen delay.  

We would like to thank all those who are supporting 

us in this important village project and wish you a very 

happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

 

The 
Golden 
Lion

The Working Group continue to pursue a CPO to be 

conducted by Cheshire West & Chester Council, there 

have been delays in this request due to staff changes at the 

Council and more recently the introduction of purdah due 

to the general election. We will be picking up the 

communication with CWaC after the New Year break 



A bus goes to Chester from Ashton via 

Barrow three times a week on a Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday at 9:30am from 

Ashton, returning at 1:20pm. Pickups 

from Ashton are at Church Rd (by the 

school), Brookside, Booth Ave and Peel 

Hall Lane. Return pickups in Chester are 

by Ladbrokes in Foregate St.  

 

Ashton Hayes Sports & Recreation Association   
Working Party 

They say you find out who your friends 
are when you are in a tight spot and 
Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation 
Association (AHSRA) found this to be true 
recently when the truck delivering a small 
mountain of wood chippings for the 
playground was too big to access the car 
park. After a hurried phone call, Geoff 
Newsome came to the rescue and offered 
to have it delivered to his farm and he 
ferried it back to the AHSRA car park by 
tractor and trailer.  

A small team of volunteers with help from 
Geoff Newsome and his digger set about 
resurfacing  the childrens play area with the 
new wood chippings This was a mammoth 
task with a mountain of chippings to spread 
but with help also from Mike and Onnie 
Powers, Geoff and Jill Stamper, Bob Hooks, 
Richard Stradling and John Critchley this 
essential job got done . More work is 
planned for the playground , field and of 
course the car park which is not big enough 
but is being extended and the parking bays 
made clearer. 

A grant of £10,000 was  awarded very 
recently by  the Big Lottery  for which the 
AHSRA Board  is very grateful and this has 
enabled that Board to pursue the many 
improvements it wishes to make to the 
facility. 

To use this service you need to register  

to join by telephoning 01244 973039 and  

then book your place on the bus weekly 

using the same number. There are certain 

criteria in order to join which are 

explained when registering but it’s a 

reliable service and those using it speak 

highly of it and would be lost without it.

Ashton Hayes Flexible Bus Service 
…a regular customer’s view



I must express my thanks to everyone who has 
used the Hall over the last few months for their 
patience while we still try to improve all aspects of 
its use and booking. 

We are introducing a new internet-based 
booking system but as with all these developments, 
especially those that are created by volunteers, 
there inevitably will be issues during the transition 
period.  For this reason we are using the traditional 
system (2019-2020 Diary) and the new system at 
the same time; this allows us to identify any 
problems that may arise and try to resolve them 
before going live. 

For this reason we would ask ALL USERS to 
continue to direct their first queries through me on 
01829 752607 and text 07918702975. However, I 
am delighted to say that both Helen Rimmer and 
Alison Ambrose are still involved with the Village 
Hall Committee and should be contacted if you are 
unable to contact me. At the same time if you are 
booking through me you should also cc emails to 
village bookings at ashtonhayesevents@gmail.com.   

In the longer term the new system will have the 
ability to allow users to check for potential date 
clashes with other facilities in the village. 

This system is being developed by Linda Peppin 
and we are extremely grateful to Linda for her 
patience during this period. 

I am delighted to say that we have been 
successful in recruiting a cleaner for the hall and 
she has already made a dramatic improvement; but 

this can only be maintained by ALL users of the hall 
leaving the facilities as they find them. It is the 
hirers responsibility to check that the halls and 
rooms are clear of rubbish and, as you all do at 
home, to separate the rubbish into recyclable waste 
and rubbish while at the same time ensuring that all 
lights are off (especially in the toilets). 

My thanks to Tom Donnachie for installing 
recycled cupboards in the changing room; this is 
where the cutlery and crockery for large functions 
will be kept.  

The upstairs room is now available for formal 
meetings with a board room table from Chester Golf 
Club and chairs from the planned redevelopment at 
St. Johns. Our thanks to Barbara Craven for her 
help in accessing these resources. 

Martin Colville 

Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Village Hall Association

Voneus and the broadband network 
Voneus is a company that specialises in bringing superfast broadband to homes and 

businesses in rural areas.They find and connect equipment to the nearest superfast fibre 
connection (which could be miles away) and then bring it wirelessly via a series of transmitters to 
towns and villages. The final step sees installation of a small receiver on your homes, which picks 
up the service.  

The company is now ready to start acquiring and installing the necessary equipment in our 
area, starting with Ashton Hayes and the outskirts of Mouldsworth and Manley. Some parts of the 
latter two villages will have to wait a while as they can only be connected after the initial 
installation is complete. 

Community support is essential. Even if you are not interested in the service, if your home or 
business can become a transmitter point, we can reach those who are suffering from having a 
poor connection. Please speak to your neighbours so we can get the entire area covered to 
ensure we are not left behind in this ever increasing digital age! 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to email.  
Antony Jones (barmm.uk@gmail.com)  

 



Ashton Hayes WI 
will be celebrating 
its 100th Birthday 
in 2023.  Times and 
fashions have 
changed a great 
deal over the 
years, but the 
principles and aims 
of the WI haven’t.  

We try to provide our members with educational 
opportunities and the chance to build new skills, 
to take part in a wide variety of activities and to 
campaign on issues that matter to them and 
their communities.  We’re not all ‘Jam and 
Jerusalem’, as any WI member will tell you!  
Women of every age, from all over the country, 
are joining their local WI’s, so as to have their 
voices heard and to make a difference in both 
local and national issues and campaigns.  
Ashton Hayes WI have, over the past few years, 
helped local groups to buy necessary items 
needed for the smooth running of their 
organisations, and we’re pleased that we’ve 
been able to help. 

We enjoy ourselves at our monthly meetings 
at 7.30pm on the first Tuesday of the month, in 
the Parish Rooms in West End (unless otherwise 
advertised in our notice board, which is situated 
outside the Community Shop).  

Our Darts Team, after winning the  
Gowey Group Darts Tournament 

We have welcomed a variety of speakers over 
the years, covering every subject under the 
sun!  We also enjoy outings and meals out, 
along with attending courses, both locally and 
at the WI’s very own Denman College, in 
Oxfordshire.  We have a trophy winning Darts 
Team and enter the Cheshire Show every year, 
both as a group and as individuals.  The WI is 
a wonderful organisation to belong to and we 
always make prospective new members and 
guests very welcome – there is a small charge 
of £3 for guests.  If you would like to come 
along to one of our meetings, please give our 
President, Barbara Green a call on 01829 
751498 for more details.  We will be delighted 
to see you.   

The season is well underway with 15 games played already, 

some league and cups and friendlies as well. There have been 

three cups which has meant only three leagues games played. Of 

these league games, two were won and one lost. 

The club entered the Northern Cup which meant a trip to 

Skelmersdale who proved too strong. This Saturday we entertain 

Frodsham Park in a local cup, weather permitting. 

Many friendlies were played earlier in the season and the 

team won more than were lost. As last year we have had plenty of 

players signed on so raising a team has not been a problem. 

 

Ashton Football Club



 
 
 
 
 
 

The incredibly wet autumn has meant little activity down on the 

allotments. The crops of brassicae have been hit by apparently web-footed 

pigeons (unless very well netted), the leeks look soggy but the parsnips are 

surviving the puddle and are certainly easy to pull out of the ‘ground’. 

This time last year I wrote that Autumn grass cutting had been a pleasure, 

this year it has been impossible! 

The Michaelmas clean-up was unfortunately flooded-off, rather than 

rained-off, but will be reinstated with enthusiasm once the frosts come. 

If not chasing away pigeons, squirrels and badgers (the moles have been 

flushed away) we will doubtless all be studying our seed catalogues and 

pruning instructions over the festive season. Members please remember the 

AGM on an evening still to be arranged in January – more details later. 

Anyone wanting to join the waiting list for an allotment please call David 

on 01829 752070 or email - it’s not always this wet! 

Good growing and a happy Christmas to one and all.                  David   

 
Timebank are on the look out for more Trustees 

with a passion for the community and for bringing 
together those  who want help and support and 
those who can give it. 

Timebank is invaluable to many in the 
parish and is something not seen in many other 
communities. It has been finding its way through a 
difficult time and is trying to find ways to develop a 
Board of Trustees with a wide spread of skills and 
knowledge so that together they can create an 
organisation that can continue to provide much 
valued services. 

If you think you might be able to offer something 
to this group please contact the Chairman, Philip 
Goodall at  philip177goodall@btinternet.com  

Timebank currently rent most of the space 
above the shop but are very keen to find others 
interested in sharing this as an office, for storage 
or contact point. It could be used by more than 
one organisation who would  share the time, space 
and costs.  

If interested please let the Chairman know or leave 
an answerphone message for one of the Trustees 
01829 751398 or email ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashton Hayes 
Allotment 

Association

 
Call  
for  

Adverts 
In 2020 we’re going to 

include a restricted 
number of adverts from 

local businesses in each 
edition. This will help 

reduce our production 
costs but will also 

provide people with 
information about 

access to local trades 
and facilities. If anyone 
is interested in placing 

an advert or in 
supporting the 

newsletter through a 
sponsorship 

arrangement then 
please contact  
Jane Colville. 



Clearly Ashton Hayes is entering into the 
Christmas spirit because we have been 
inundated with Christmas orders! Please 
collect yours on Tuesday 24th 
December between 10am and 12noon. 
 
For those of you who are on our 
Assisted Shopping rota, you will be 
phoned as usual on Tuesday 17th 
December with delivery the following 
day, but for your order to cover you over 
Christmas you will be phoned on Friday 
20th December with delivery on Monday 
23rd December.  Similarly, for the New 
Year period you will be phoned on 
Friday 27th December with delivery on 
Monday 30th December.  On Tuesday 
7th January we shall be back to our 
normal weekly phoning. 
 
Please note that the shop will close at 
2pm on Tuesday 24th December. 
 
Christmas opening times 
 

Christmas Eve 7.30am - 2pm 
Christmas Day Closed 
Boxing Day 10am - 12noon 
New Year’s Eve 7:30am - 2pm 
New Year’s Day 10am - 12noon 
 

Christmas  
at our  

Community Shop

New closing times 
From 2nd January the closing 
times will change at the shop – 
during the week it will now close 
at 5.30pm and on Saturdays at 
5pm.  Sundays will remain the 
same.

10th anniversary 

The shop is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary on 25th January. 
Details of any celebrations will 
be publicised in the shop nearer 
the time.

We want everyone in the village 
to make use of our shop to 
ensure that the next ten years 
are as successful as the last ten 
years.  Without you we wouldn’t 
exist!

HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!

2020 Diary


