
Around Ashton 
Community News from Ashton Hayes & Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council 

Spring 2019 

 

This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you 

have a news story please contact Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for 

stories or to download. 

ASHTON HAYES and MOULDSWORTH VILLAGE HALL 

   

 

We continue to work on improving the Village Hall, the building has been fully decorated inside and out, with 
the outside railings being painted with the support of a grant from our retiring Parish Councillor Eleanor 
Johnson. The Committee wish to extend our grateful thanks to Cllr Johnson for all her support over the years. 

We continue to look for a fridge for the upstairs room kitchen, anyone modernising their own kitchen and with 
a small fridge going spare, please donate it to us, it will be gratefully received. The Upstairs Room has been a 
great addition to our facilities and can be booked at the same time as when other activities are on. We would 
be grateful if users put back the room as they originally found it. 

With regards to the proposed Village Resources Computer Booking System, we have to still carry out 
discussions with other facilities based in the Village but we hope that we will be able to report on positive 
developments in the Summer Around Ashton. 

Finally it is hoped that the Village Hall will be able to house examples of the Church Pews that will eventually be 
removed from the Church during the modernisation programme. The committee wish to retain at least some of 
the historical items from St. Johns Church. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Maddock – quite a character! 

The civil parish of Ashton encompasses Horton-cum-Peel.  In the last edition of ‘Around Ashton’ we 

focussed upon Peel.  This time we turn our attention to Horton.  The name Horton simply means farm 

on muddy land from the Old English ‘horu’-‘tūn.’ 

The original farm at Horton was associated with Horton Hall.  This was the home of the Travers 

family who were probably responsible for building the Hall in the 16th century.  By the later years of 

the 18th century, Horton was owned by an attorney, Richard Maddock.  The following snippets are 

taken from his will (1824). They reveal he was quite a character! 

I, Richard Maddock late of Horton in the parish of Tarvin … give ... to that 

Rascal John Edwards my late Tenant at Horton sixpence to purchase a 

Yorkshire Prayer Book He being the most ungrateful scoundrel I ever knew. 

And to his solicitor, John Evans: 

6d to buy a rope to quit his conscience (if he has any) from the many poor 

creatures he has cheated and ruined for which he ought to have hanged long 

ago. 

With no direct heir to inherit, Richard Maddock left his estate at Horton to his brother-in-law William 

Williams who had taken over as tenant.  There was however one condition. William Williams had to 

change his name to Maddock. 

This condition was similarly applied to Maddock’s Richmond Hill estate in the county of Caernarvon.  

This was bequeathed to a fellow Cheshire attorney named Finchett who similarly had to change his 

name by royal licence to inherit. 



 

Ashton Hayes and Horton cum 

Peel Budget and Precept 

The 2019-20 budget for Ashton Hayes was 

discussed and agreed by the Parish Council at their 

February 2019 meeting. The key points are 

summarised as below. The numbers have been 

rounded for simplicity.  During the January meeting 

there had been discussion and agreement reached 

concerning the precept for 2019-20.This was 

proposed and accepted as being a 2% increase on 

this current financial year and as being necessary in 

order to keep on top of rising costs and 

commitments  

Income 

 The income through the precept from Cheshire 

West and Chester council is expected to be 

£16,500 based on the properties and council tax 

for our parish. This income plus an estimated  

£2,200 of contributions  from CWaC elections 

provision and recovered VAT will be used to 

fund the year on year operational  costs set out 

below 

Base costs 

 People and expenses, primarily staff (e.g.  the 

Parish Clerk), expenses and training      £6,400 

 Professional service fees including insurance, 

audit of accounts, payroll                          £1,400 

 Other general services including website, parish 

room hire, gardening                             £1,500 

 Admin including membership of professional 

Local Government Association , production of 

Around Ashton, election costs                                                                                                    

£1,900                    

Discretionary costs 

 Grants to AHSRA, St Johns Church etc.                                                                                     

£4,700                                                                                         

 Projects e.g. defibrillator installation, 

millennium footpath improvements, A54 layby 

improvements, community clean-up operations 

etc.                                                            £2,400                          

 

 

 

 Contingency fund  for operational items arising 

during the year                                        £1,000   

                                                                                                                                      

Total     £ 19,400                

The Parish has and continues to maintain its cash 

reserves against calls for exceptional costs for Parish 

Room repairs (e.g. replacement windows), potential 

Golden Lion working fund calls or other projects 

above and beyond anticipated operational costs. 

Elections 

The elections to the Borough Council and to the 

Parish Council take place in May. All 11 places on 

the Parish Council will be up for election and we 

would really like to see some fresh faces stand   for 

election. The Parish Council activity is very varied 

and calls for a number of different skills and 

experience. The members of the Council together 

with the Clerk work as a team and are supported by 

our Ward Councillor.  Even though some issues are 

beyond the control of the Parish Council it is 

possible to make a positive difference. Please do 

think about standing for election and what you 

might be able to bring to the Parish Council .We 

rely on having members who vary in age, gender 

and background. 

Please watch out for information from Cheshire 

West and Chester Council about the process and 

how to stand for election .We will ensure this 

information goes onto the Parish Council website, 

the noticeboards and into the shop, café and Parish 

Rooms. 

Clerk contact detail  

In December Kirsty Lowe who was  our then clerk 

left and we were able to appoint Trudy Ryall Harvey 

to the post of  temporary clerk .Trudy has taken on 

this role in a very capable way and  will remain in 

post until after the elections and will be able to give 

the new Parish Council some consistency and 

stability. At some point over the summer the post 

will be advertised and a permanent clerk appointed. 

Trudy can be contacted by email at 

clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

mailto:clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk


Goodbye and thankyou to 

Councillor Eleanor Johnson  

Councillor Johnson is not standing for re-election to 

the Council this time around and it is with great 

regret that the Parish Council say goodbye to her 

.She has been a Councillor for many years and has 

been very supportive and spent much time ensuring 

that the issues and concerns of our Parish have been 

understood and acted on by the Council .She has 

been very approachable and always prepared  to 

assist if she can .We would ,as a Parish Council 

,want to wish her very well for the future and say a 

big thank you for all she has done on our behalf. 

PC Website 

The parish council will be launching a new website 

over the next few months.  Watch this space.  For 

now a reminder that all parish council meeting 

dates, agendas and minutes of meetings can be 

found on the website along with other useful 

information www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk  

A54 Layby 

At the February Parish Council meeting it was 

unanimously agreed to support the proposal made 

by CWaC to impose an overnight restricted parking 

order on the Tarvin Sands layby.  This should help 

prevent the anti-social activity that has 

increased.  Until the order is approved the police 

have increased their patrols in the area. 

A54 junction and improved 

safety measures  

The Council have finally agreed to include 

additional safety measures at the junction at the 

bottom of Ashton Lane. Work is supposed to be 

starting in the next few weeks to reduce the speed of 

traffic in that area and improve safety there by 

altering the road markings and introducing splitter 

lanes.  There is still a longer term plan to install 

traffic lights .This is very costly though and the 

Parish Council wants all the support it can get to 

continue to put pressure on CWaC for these to be 

installed as quickly as possible .Thanks have to go 

to Councillor Johnson for all the effort she has made 

to raise the profile of this dangerous junction with 

the Council and to see some action from it. 

Community Clean-Up 

The next community clean-up will take place on 

Saturday 30th March.  Full details are in the 

accompanying leaflet.  Please support this 

community initiative and help keep our parish clean 

and tidy. 

Millennium Footpath 

The Parish Council still want to see the footpath 

improved but have been bedevilled in this by land 

ownership uncertainties. Nobody is claiming 

ownership of the land the footpath sits on and 

therefore permission cannot be given to go ahead 

and fence it, improve the surface or trim the hedge 

and trees to allow for more light to penetrate. We 

still wish to pursue this and have put some funds 

aside to do so as have Mouldsworth Parish Council 

who are also committed to this scheme. 

Having regard for others! 

The Parish Council have what seem to be constant 

complaints about certain things and we would urge 

you all to pay attention to these things. The main 

one we find is concerning dog mess and the way it is 

left in places where others walk and play. Apart 

from being a major nuisance if you step in it, it does 

present a serious health hazard especially to children 

so why would anyone allow their dog to foul 

pavements, green lanes, footpaths and public areas. 

There are bins around the village for its collection 

and there are bags for free in the community shop so 

please do the right thing and use them! There are 

severe penalties now for people caught behaving in 

an irresponsible way concerning dog fouling and the 

Council will act and prosecute if they have evidence 

of the rules in relation to this being ignored. Another 

common complaint is around hedges not being 

clipped back with the consequence that pedestrians, 

parents with prams and buggies and people pushing 

wheelchairs are forced onto the road with the 

obvious dangers surrounding this. Can you all 

ensure your hedges remain clipped back and your 

trees don’t overhang and cause a nuisance to others. 

 

http://www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk/
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 ASHTON HAYES AND TARVIN FLOWER CLUB  

Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people?  Why not join us for an evening of entertainment as you watch a 
skilled flower arranger demonstrate their art.  All arrangements are raffled so you may even take one home 
with you! We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the second Wednesday of every month at 7.30 p.m., 
(except August and December) and you would be assured of a friendly welcome. Further information from 
01829 740832 or 01829 740473. 

PROGRAMME   

13th  March 2019       Carron White   - Five a Day  

10th April 2019            Janet Hughes    - Influential Women  

8th May 2019               Sharon Nolan    - A wreath for all seasons  

13th June 2019            Garden Visit        - Mr and Mrs Russell-Moore  - Brooklands, Mouldsworth  

11th July 2019              AGM  

Ashton Allotment Association 

Member of The National Allotment Society 

 

The start of another growing year with ambitious plans for a bumper quality crop! 

Prepare to plant out garlic and shallots and onion sets. 

Stand seed potatoes in trays to chit them. 

Preparing defenses against marauding pests - they shall not pass. 

Applying soil improver and preparing beds. 

We have 15 enthusiastic plot holders – which means we currently have one plot available. 

Contact: Chairman David Rounthwaite: 01829 752070 davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com

Report from the Community Benefit Society on The Golden Lion 

In our last update we reported that we had submitted our Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) 

documentation to Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWaC) for their consideration. 

In summary this means that CWaC will consider purchasing The Golden Lion from the owner 

under the CPO Legislation. The Borough Council is continuing to review the application we have 

submitted. We understand and accept that the process is a complex one and that CWaC will 

need to give the request due diligence as it assesses our request. We remain positive and 

hopeful that our request will be approved in due course, possibly being decided at a Cabinet or a 

full Council meeting in May or June. 

Thank you for your continued support of this community project, we know how important it is, to 

so many, to bring The Golden Lion back to public use once again and are fully committed to 

seeing the project through to a successful conclusion. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deb Deynem - 01829 759023 - amcshop@btconnect.com 

Springtime in our Community Shop 

Encouraged by our recent spell of glorious weather our thoughts turn to Spring in the village shop. 

Hopefully we can put winter behind us starting with our annual ‘Spring Clean’. This year it will be held on 

Sunday 7th April from 12.30 to 2.30, please contact Deb at the shop if you are available to help. 

As you know we now have to charge for plastic carrier bags, so we would like to encourage everyone to 

use their own reusable bags. To this end, sponsored by Carbon Energy, we have a number of Jute Shopping 

Bags to give away. Just fill in your name and address on the voucher below, bring it to the shop and spend 

over £10 to receive your free bag. This offer is restricted to one per household and is only until stocks last. 

Our village shop is a vital asset to our community but we would not survive without our wonderful 

volunteers. There are many aspects to volunteering, not just serving customers on the till and we always 

need more volunteers to keep us running smoothly. If you feel you can assist in any way, or just want to 

discuss ways in which you could help, please contact Deb or any of her assistants. 

 

This voucher entitles the bearer to a free jute shopping bag 

when spending over £10 (while stocks last) 
 

 

Name:  ______________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
 

With the compliments of Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Community Shop 

and sponsored by Carbon Energy 

 

Ashton Vets Football Team 

The Vets football team is again well supported with 29 players signed on for the current season.  

The team are in the East division of the Chester & Wirral league and are now 5th out of 9 teams. 

Results in the league are played 9, won 5 lost 1 drawn 3.......Friendlies have also been played with 

good results. 

The contact for new players is Chris Moore...07921 266397 

mailto:amcshop@btconnect.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Course 2019 – God’s Big Picture 

Sixty-six books, forty authors, written over nearly two thousand years, in many different genres. A 
worldwide best-seller published in countless translations and languages. Clearly, the Bible is no ordinary 
book. So how can we begin to read and understand the Bible as a whole? In this excellent course, Vaughan 
Roberts describes how the different parts of the Bible fit together. Using DVD clips, Bible studies and 
discussion time, this course helps us to read it with confidence, enthusiasm and understanding. 

God’s Big Picture will be run in the Parish Rooms over six consecutive Tuesday evenings in Lent, starting on 

Tuesday 12th March at 8pm. Please email vicar@ashtonhayes.church to reserve your place or just join us if 

you can. All welcome! 

Children’s Sunday Club 

We’re delighted that our children’s Sunday Club at St. John’s is now running every week, apart from during 
our all-age service on the first Sunday of each month. Children join us in church for the start of our 

 News from St John’s Church 

Spring is in the air - the weather is getting warmer, daffodils have flowered and Easter is just around the 
corner. In our own home, Helen and I have just celebrated a new beginning - the birth of our third child, 
little Emma Grace Weston.  

In fact, the Easter season is all about new beginnings. It's the season when Christians celebrate new life. It's 
a season to rediscover the fresh start that God offers to us all. Easter is about more than simply the 
celebration of Spring. It’s about more than just chocolate eggs, daffodils and bunny rabbits. Because Easter 
recalls a week 2,000 years ago that changed the course of history. 

The week began with the arrival in Jerusalem of Jesus of Nazareth. A man crowds flocked to see and hear. A 
man credited with amazing miracles. A carpenter on a donkey who claimed astonishing authority to speak 
on God’s behalf – even to be God’s Son. It’s no surprise that such claims provoked the opposition and 
ridicule of the religious and political elite of his day, culminating in his execution on a Roman cross just a 
few days later. Yet Jesus seemed strangely relaxed about his fate. He even suggested it was the very ‘hour’ 
for which he had come.  

Things took an even stranger turn the following Sunday. Some women claimed to have seen him alive. His 
tomb was empty and his corpse could not be found. Over the coming weeks hundreds more claimed to have 
seen the risen Jesus. Men and women who were once scared of the authorities became bold and courageous 
witnesses to the resurrection of Christ. Their message was simple. Jesus’ death and resurrection had made 
it possible for people to receive God’s forgiveness and enjoy a fresh start in life. They said Christ’s 
crucifixion had taken away their guilt before God, and believed his conquest of the grave had opened the 
way to eternal life for all who put their faith and trust in him.  

But can all this be believed? At St John’s we’d love you to join us this Easter season and re-evaluate the 
evidence for yourself. Could it be time for a fresh start? 

Rev. Phil Weston  

 

 

 



10.30am service, before heading over to the Village Hall for age-appropriate Bible-teaching, games and 
crafts. They re-join their family in church before the end of the service, to share with everyone what they 
have been learning. We look forward to welcoming you! 

Mothering Sunday 

Do join us for our service to celebrate Mothering Sunday on 31st March. Starting at 10.30am, this special 
all-age service will be suitable for both adults and children, followed by cake and other refreshments. 

Special services at St John’s this Spring 

 Sunday 17th March   - 4pm ‘Light up a Life’ service for the bereaved 
 Mothering Sunday, 31st March  -  10.30am  All-Age service 
 Palm Sunday, 14th April   -  10.30am  Morning Worship with Sunday Club  
 Maundy Thursday, 18th April -  8pm  Holy Communion 
 Good Friday, 19th April   -  2pm  ‘An Hour at the Cross’ service 
 Easter Sunday, 21st April   - 10.30am  All-Age Communion service 
 

Our regular Sunday services are at 9am and 10.30am each week. Our 10.30am service is particularly 
suitable for families, and now includes activities for children each week.  

For further information on services and events at St John’s please visit our website ashtonhayes.church , 
find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter @StJohnAshton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AHSRA Playing Field 

We have introduced an improved security system with CCTV to minimise the risk of vandalism and 

deter break-ins to the pavilion, there are the requisite notices about the CCTV posted in the pavilion. 

The football pitches are being well used which can have the added benefit of increased business for the 

café.  

The field is generally well respected but on occasions the rubbish bin nearest the pavilion is filled to 

overflowing. There are alternative bins within a few metres and we would request in the event of one 

bin being full, users use an alternative rather than leaving rubbish on the ground adjacent to the full bin. 

Whilst on the subject of disposing of waste, can we request that dog owners, who conscientiously do 

collect the dog waste, use the appropriate bins specifically for this, provided at Ashton Lane and 

Whitegate entrances to the public footpath. Finally can we ask that those people who walk dogs in this 

area follow the request made of them on the signs and only walk their dog on a lead and on the 

perimeter path and that they do not allow their dogs to foul the track or the field Most people now 

should be well aware of the considerable health dangers to young children from dog faeces together 

with the sheer nuisance it creates. Please show consideration for others by picking up your dog’s mess 

and disposing of it in the appropriate bins. 


