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Wildlife Haven on our Doorstep

Living in Ashton, perhaps some of us take for
granted the birds and wildlife that frequent our
gardens and the neighbouring fields. However,
unknown to many, there is an additional haven for
wildlife in our midst: a series of ponds surrounded by
reeds and plants and home to numerous birds,
butterflies and wildfowl. The area in question forms
part of the farmlands at Peel, close to Ashton Brook
and is being deliberately allowed to return to nature.
The writer was initially drawn to this area by a 19th
century field-name, then, the discovery of an early
18th century estate map and finally by a few chance
references in a 300-year-old diary. The field-name
was ‘Decoy’ and a pond with the same name was
shown on the map. Taken together, the evidence
suggested a shooting pond.
The shooting of birds and wildfowl was
commonplace in rural areas in the 17th and 18th
centuries, for pigeons, ducks and geese were an
important source of food. Formal duck decoys, with a
central pond and a number of radiating arms or pipes
where ducks were trapped, were quite common in
the eastern counties and Somerset at this time.

However, there are very few recorded
examples in Cheshire. The decoy
pool on the map is surrounded by
trees but there is no evidence of any
radiating arms, so, was it a shooting
pond or could it possibly be a trap?
It was not unusual for landowning
gentlemen to keep a diary. Colonel
Roger Whitley, who lived at Peel in the
last quarter of the 17th century, was
one such gentleman. Fortunately for
us, he makes several references to
the decoy in his diary revealing that
this feature was part of the landscape
in the 1680s. In July 1686 he noted
that ‘Mr Farrington came from Chester
to go a duck hunting’ and in
September he mentioned ‘workmen
at the decoy’. But, the most
tantalising snippet of information in the diary is
Whitley’s reference to a ‘coyman’ in March 1692. This
would have been a ‘decoyman’, an individual who
lived close by and was responsible for the luring and
entrapment of wildfowl. Interestingly, the 1717 map
does in fact show a cottage at the edge of the wood
close to the decoy. Could this be his cottage?
If we add to this two other pieces of information,
firstly, that Colonel Whitley knew Charles II and would
have been familiar with the King’s newly constructed
duck decoy in St James’s Park in London, and,
secondly, that the Colonel also owned land at Lache
(home to one of the two known Cheshire examples of
duck decoys), then perhaps the pool at Peel was
originally more than a shooting pond.
Without further evidence we cannot be sure that
there was a decoy at Peel, but this site may have once
been the location of quite a rare landscape feature.
Sadly, due to later 19th century drainage work, the
landscape has altered and the original pool no longer
exists, but the presence of this wetland habitat today
ensures that wildfowl are still a part of the 21st century
Peel landscape.

If you have enjoyed reading this and feel you could contribute an article of interest about our local
surroundings and its connections to the past, why not get in touch with either Jane Colville
(janecolville1@gmail.com) or Sharon Varey (smvarey@outlook.com). We would love to hear from you.

This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story
please contact Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

Parish Council Update

Parish Room improvements

The Parish Rooms have over the last few months had a
number of improvements made, all essential and designed
to make the facility more usable. The front and back doors
have been repaired and replaced respectively, and this has
made the building safer, more secure and warmer. Recently
some electrical work was carried out to ensure we have a
safe and efficient system and we have replaced the lights in
the building so that it is brighter. We are adhering to fire
safety requirements and have built in some regular fire
safety checks to ensure, in the very unlikely event of fire,
that those in the Parish Rooms can exit easily and safely.
Our future plans include window replacement as some
have rotted as a result of poor weather.

Community Clean Up

Following the success of our Spring cleans that have
taken place over the last couple of years we organised our
first Autumn clean, on 27 October, to tidy things up
before the winter weather sets in. More than 40 local
people turned out on a relatively warm bright autumn day
to help collect litter and abandoned objects from around
the parish. There was, as ever, a tremendous community
spirit that made the event a huge success. The resulting
mound of bags piled up next to the Pavilion awaiting
collection by CWaC is evidence of just how hard
everyone worked. Those taking part were treated to free
drinks and cake afterwards to say ‘thank you’ for their
hard work. The parish council would like to thank all the
volunteers for their efforts and for helping to keep the
parish a clean and pleasant place to live. The clean-up
events will be repeated again in Spring and Autumn next
year so watch out for the dates …

Ashton Lane/A54 Junction

A meeting has been held with officers from CWAC
and Councillor Eleanor Johnson, who is our Ward
Member, to try to make the junction safer for road users.
CWaC now agree that the junction does meet the criteria
for the installation of traffic lights, and they will try to
access the funding they require. It will cost in the region
of £300,000 in total. In the meantime, CWaC will go
forward, hopefully by March 2019, with splitter islands,
and also with a speed reduction scheme along the A54.
Councillor Johnson has made contact with Antoinette
Sandbach MP asking her for help in lobbying for funding
from Central Government for the Traffic Lights.

Plus Bus

A new service is available for people who find it
difficult to use public transport. It is a door to door service
and you can register for it if you are aged 80+ and/or have
mobility issues. There are leaflets in the shop and the
phone number to find out more is 0151 357 4420.

A54 Tarvin Sands ‘Layby’

You will have noticed that the layby on the A54 near
Tarvin Sands Fishery is looking far more open and tidy
now that CWaC have removed a lot of the trees. The
work to improve the area is not yet complete but is well
in hand. The next stage is for the Parish Council to
arrange for the removal of the stumps and remaining
undergrowth from the area, and this work has now begun.
The area will be prepared and seeded so it can be kept
neat and tidy. The far end of the area is being left as a
small nature reserve. CWaC officers are making progress
on the introduction of a Traffic Control Order to restrict
overnight parking to two hours in an attempt to reduce
the anti-social behaviour that has increased dramatically
in recent years. The Parish Council would like to thank
our local ward councillor, Eleanor Johnson, and Kelsall
Parish Council for part funding the work that has taken
place. We would also like to thank the local residents for
their patience and CWaC for their continuing support.

Spate of Vandalism in the
village

Over the last few months there have been some
instances of petty vandalism which undoubtedly is down
to just a few inconsiderate youngsters. The Playing Field
has been the target of quite a bit of this behaviour, and
sadly our apple trees were damaged this autumn and the
fruit left scattered. Things reached a head one Friday
night in early November when a group of youngsters
decided to be abusive and threatening towards a group
who were meeting in the Parish Rooms. During the same
evening they visited the house of a local resident and
threw things at his windows. They then proceeded to the
Playing Field where they vandalised and broke one of the
benches that had been bought and placed there by family
members in memory of a local resident who many of us
will remember with great respect and affection. The lack
of thought and sense behind such acts is evident. The
incidents have all been reported to the police and via
social media parents have been asked to be observant and
mindful of these happenings and to talk to their children
about the implications of such behaviour.

May Elections

On May 2, 2019, CWaC elections take place. At the
same time the Parish Council elections will happen. The
current ward will no longer exist although the parish
boundaries remain. We, as a parish, will be part of a new
ward, known as Sandstone Ward. Councillor Eleanor
Johnson will not be standing for election this time and she
will be greatly missed. She has been very supportive of the
Parish Council and the Parish and its residents, and has a lot
of local knowledge and an understanding of the Council
and how it operates. We wish her very well for the future.

Parish Council Update

Reporting concerns and
issues to CWaC

As Parish Councillors we frequently have reported to
us matters of concern which the person wants reporting to
the Council. Whilst we do try to do so it is far better if
you, as the person who has observed or experienced the
matter, does so yourself. By all means let us know about
it too and we can then reinforce this with a further report
but in the first instance please report it yourself if you are
able to. You can telephone the Council by ringing their
general enquiry desk on 0300 123 8123 or you can report
the matter online by googling ‘CWaC reporting issues’.
On screen are a series of options depending on the nature
of the issue and you press on the one that is the best fit
and then follow the instructions for reporting it.

Parking in the village

We are pleased to report that some of the parking issues
which were causing concern have reduced. Parking at the
junction of Peel Crescent and Gongar Lane seems to be far
less problematic, so thank you for that. The situation,
however, at either end of West End is still very concerning
and there are real dangers, at times, in attempting to drive
out of West End and onto Peel Hall Lane, caused by
inconsiderate and inappropriate parking at the junction. We
have involved the Police and they will be making regular
visits to the location to see who is responsible for this.
Given the nature of the older part of the village, parking
for residents in certain streets can be an issue. West End and
Kelsall Road are good examples. We would ask that those
parking on a short-term basis along these streets have
consideration for those who may have no alternative but to
park their own cars outside their house. If others living close
by have access to driveways please use them. Whilst people
may not have a legal right to park outside their house it is
clear that for some it is very necessary and desirable.

Resilience Box

The more observant of you will have spotted a green
box between the old phone box and the yellow grit bin on
the front of the pub. This has been given to us by the
Council and is a Community Resilience box with
contents which will be useful in the unlikely event of
some natural or manmade disaster affecting the village
and parish. The equipment links to the Resilience Plan
that has been developed and will be put into action if we
are ever cut off for a period of time and unable to obtain
help from external sources, perhaps through flooding, or
extreme snowfall or as a result of power supplies failing.
If anyone is interested in being part of a resilience team
and being one of the first contacts in the albeit unlikely
event of a disaster please pass you name and contact
details to Jane Colville [janecolville1@gmail.com]

Community Speed Watch
and Speed Limits in Village

There has been continued activity locally and the use of
SID from time to time in order to remind drivers to slow
down as they pass through the village. The Parish Council
have been in consultation with CWaC over their assessment
and review of speed limits across the Borough. The Council
want to see a 20 mph through the village but this is subject to
the assessment and monitoring of current speeds and will
only be approved if the average speed is already 20 mph or
below. Currently it is over this so we need to continue to
work on it if we are ever to have a speed limit of 20 mph in
place. Meanwhile the Council have been assessing the speed
of traffic using Gongar Lane and Smithy Lane up to Manley
and they are recommending the introduction of a 40 mph
limit as long as the Parish Councils involved contribute to
the cost. We as a Parish Council have agreed to this. We
would ideally have wanted a 30 mph limit put in place but
we see this as a starting point and something we can
hopefully improve on.
Please be aware our PCSO (police community support
officer) has done ‘enforcement work’ with his speed camera
on Church Road, resulting in some charges. Unfortunately
police time and equipment are both limited but he will be
back - so please watch your speed!

Bulb Planting

On 2nd December local volunteers (many thanks for
your effort) planted approx. 500 daffodil bulbs to brighten
up the village in Spring. These were planted in the green
island in Peel Crescent on its through road side, as a border
around the green island in Brookside and on the bank
opposite the war memorial in Church Road. Although the
planting was late in the season we look forward to a fine
display in Spring. Cheshire West will now modify their
grass cutting regime so that the bulbs remain undisturbed
and are allowed to die back naturally until mid-year,
essential for the bulbs to form new flowers for the following
year. The Parish Council will hopefully be able to follow up
with further areas of bulb planting later in 2019.

Parish Clerk on the move

Kirsty Lowe, our Clerk for over two years, is leaving
at the end of December to move to Pembrokeshire. We
wish her and her family well. We will have a temporary
Clerk until after the May elections. We have appointed
Trudy Ryall-Harvey as Clerk and her email address is
clerk.ashtonhayespc@gmail.com. Trudy will have
responsibility for keeping the Parish Council website and
webpages up to date but we are keen for someone local
to share this task and maybe effect some improvements
to the website. If anyone is interested in becoming
involved in this activity please let Trudy know.

Church News

Our thanks to everyone who contributed to our annual Harvest and
Toy Service collections this Autumn. A huge volume of foods and
Christmas gifts were donated, and have been passed to “Save the
Family” for distribution to disadvantaged families in their care.
As 2018 draws to a close, St John’s looks forward to an exciting year
of change ahead, all designed to make our Sunday services and our
building more welcoming and accessible to all.

Sunday services

We’re delighted that from January our
children’s Sunday Club at St. John’s will now be
running three times a month. Children will join us
in church for the start of our 10.30am service,
before heading over to the Village Hall for ageappropriate Bible-teaching, games and crafts.
They will re-join their family in church before the
end of the service, to share what they have been
learning.
From February, we will also be making a small
change to our 10.30am Sunday service pattern,
with an extra Morning Worship service replacing
Holy Communion on the second Sunday of the
month. Taken together, these two changes mean
that from February our revised monthly service
pattern at 10.30am will be:

1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

Family Service, suitable for all ages
Morning Worship, with Sunday Club
Morning Worship, with Sunday Club
Holy Communion, with Sunday Club

Church re-ordering project

Funding permitting, we hope to begin reordering the interior of St John’s next year,
making it a more comfortable and flexible space
for both Christian ministry and wider community
use. These plans include the introduction of toilet
and kitchen areas, plus a new floor and seating.
We also intend to add an efficient, modern
heating system, improved disabled access and
audio-visual equipment. We have now secured
over two-thirds of the amount we need to start
work, and are pursuing further grants and
donations to allow work to commence.
Since this re-ordering will require the removal
of the existing church pews and chapel furniture,
we are offering these to members of the
community who can make good use of them.
Suggested donations are £50 per pew and £30
per chapel chair. We also have two chapel stalls
available for £50 and £75 respectively. Please
contact Barbara Craven (spyhill4@hotmail.com)
to register your interest in our pews or chapel
furniture, or if you simply wish to make a
donation towards our fundraising for this project.

Christmas Services

Please join us for our special Christmas services this month

Carol Service – 6.30pm, Sunday 16th December
Nativity Service – 4pm, Christmas Eve
Midnight Communion – 11pm, Christmas Eve
Family Service – 10.30am, Christmas Day
(followed by short service of Holy Communion)

Ashton Hayes & Tarvin Flower Club

Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people? Why
not join us for an evening of entertainment as you watch
a skilled flower arranger demonstrate their art. All
arrangements are raffled so you may even take one home
with you! You do not have to be a member or join, just
come. We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p.m., (except
August and December) and you would be assured of a
friendly welcome.

January 9th
Anne Houghton
Constance
February 13th To be arranged
March 13th
Carron White
5 a Day
April 10th
Janet Hughes
Influential Women
May 8th
Sharon Nolan A wreath for all seasons
June 13th
To be arranged
July 11th
AGM
Further information from 01829 740832 or 01829
740473.

Ashton Hayes and
Mouldsworth Village Hall

It is with sadness I have to report that lead thieves have
been in action again at the Village Hall. We had been so happy
with the work that had been carried out when we noticed a
stain and mould just above the door that joins the hall to the
kitchen lobby. You can imagine our disappointment and anger
when we found out the reason for this problem, the theft of a
small amount of lead. We are trying to resolve the resulting
damp issue. Even more irritating is that the amount of lead
actually available to the thieves was very small and so this has
a cost far greater than the value of the lead itself.
We are aware that some people have been wondering
why the security lights seem to be on all the time. Actually
the lights are normally operated by sensors but we feel that
for this winter period it is be better to have the lights on to
deter potential thieves. Members of the Committee are
aware of this and will reset the lights when necessary.
With the growth in the use of the Hall, we have had a
further look at the facilities available in the kitchen. The
dishwasher has been well received, the fridge freezer is now
working and the new central heating boiler is providing
warm water along with the water boiler in the kitchen. We
are aware that we have a storage problem and that some
equipment is not easy to find, so we are creating more
storage in the changing room which will contain glass,
crockery and cutlery that is not regularly used. This will
allow us to offer a lockable cupboard to each of the regular
users in the kitchen where they can keep their own
equipment for refreshments.
The next development for the Village Hall, which we
hope will be with the support of other bookable facilities in
the village, is a computer-based booking and viewing
system. Most of you will be aware that we have been
incredibly fortunate to have had Helen Rimmer holding the
Village Hall booking diary for a number of years and while
this system has been and still is invaluable, there is a
recognition that we do need to move into the 21st Century.
We are starting discussions with other potential users of the
proposed system and hope to give you more information in
the next Around Ashton. We are indebted to Linda Peppin,
the driving force behind development. With potential users
able to see if a village facility is already booked and also
what other events are on at the time another is being
planned, it will be invaluable to the village community.
The Village Hall Committee take this opportunity to wish
you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Part-time employment
opportunity

The school are looking for midday assistants to
work 12 to 1pm (one hour a day). Every day or a
mixture of days is available. Please contact the
school office for more information 01244 307408
or email admin@ashtonhayes.cheshire.sch.uk.

Festive Film Night

Sunday 30th December
Ashton Village Hall
7:30pm
£5 per ticket

See posters in the shop & around
the village for more details
Ashton Allotments

The open autumn has meant continued growth on all
fronts down on the allotments. The crops of brassicas,
leeks and parsnips all look healthy and harvesting them
has been a joy compared to last year’s puddle. Even the
grass cutting and manure spreading have been a pleasure!
We are pleased to welcome two new members, who
have enthusiastically set about a plot which became
vacant over the summer.
The Michaelmas clean-up has left the field in good
order for the winter and ready for a flying start in the
spring, just leaving the compost heaps for our winter
project. The next door colonies of pollinators are tucked
in for the winter after proudly matching the national
average for honey production last summer.
Anyone wanting to join the waiting list for an
allotment please call David on (01829) 752070 or email
davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com
If not chasing away pigeons, moles, squirrels and
badgers we will doubtless all be studying our seed
catalogues and pruning instructions over the festive
season; but members please remember the AGM on the
evening of 16 January – more details later.
Good growing and a happy Christmas to one and all.

Thank you for your support
throughout 2018.
Merry Christmas and a
Happy 2019.

Christmas

Please note that there will be no
newspapers on Christmas Day.
We will not be delivering or
saving newspapers on Boxing
Day or New Year's Day and your
accounts will not be charged.
If you wish to purchase
newspapers the shop will be
open 10am to 12pm. All other
deliveries are as usual.

Deb, Lisa, the shop staff and the
management committee

Opening Times
Christmas Eve - 7.30am to 2pm
Christmas Day - Closed
Boxing Day - 10am to 12pm
New Year's Eve - 7.30am to 2pm
New Year's Day - 10am to 12pm
All other days are as usual

Calling all earlybirds!

We need a relief newspaper organiser to join our existing team 6am to
7am to prepare newspapers for rounds and stock the shop.
Cover is needed for holiday and sickness or maybe you would like to
join the regular team on a rota. Training provided, no experience needed.
If you are able to help, please speak to Deb or see a member of staff.

COMMEMORATION OF THE END OF WW1

It was 100 years ago on November 11th,1918 when the
armistice was signed ending the terrible loss of life. On our
war memorial there are the names of 14 men, including two
sets of brothers, who lost their lives in the conflict.
We marked the occasion by the making of poppies to
be displayed around the village. In October, Margaret
Papworth organised a working party in the Village Hall
which was very well supported and resulted in hundreds of
poppies made from various materials and of different sizes.
These were used in the church and around the village.
Information about the men from the parish who lost
their lives and others from further afield was displayed in
the church. As a result of publicity we gathered some
more information about the Hopley brothers.
On November 11th there was a very well attended
Remembrance Day service in the church after which
wreaths were laid on the war memorial. In the afternoon
a tea party with entertainment was held in the Village
Hall when there was an opportunity for people to share
memories and information about relatives. £475 was
raised for the work of the British Legion.
During our research Michael Carter, whose family
lived in Mouldsworth, found an old menu of a Returning
Soldiers Celebration which was held on December 31st
1919. It has been proposed that we hold a similar
celebration next year - look out for further details.

Ashton Hayes Theatre
Club’s next production

The Laramie Project tells the true story of the brutal
attack of Matthew Shepard in 1989. Matthew was a gay
student at The University of Wyoming, who was savagely
beaten and left tied to a fence to die. His case ultimately
led to the adoption of hate crime laws to be passed in
America. One year later Moises Kaufman and members
of the Tectonic Theatre Company visited Laramie, they
returned six times and spoke to more than 200 people.
The result is an engrossing docu-drama that testifies to
the seismic impact of a hate crime on a small town to the
whole of America. Nearly 20 years later it is still
powerfully resonant and relevant to modern society as we
know it. The play also shows Americans at their
sentimental best and their god-fearing worst.
The Laramie Project will be told through a mix of
testimony and live music and despite the subject matter
this production has a redemptive quality that will fill you
with hope.
Tickets are ON SALE NOW at
www.ashtonhayestheatreclub.co.uk and in Ashton
Village Shop

Poppy
making
in the
village
hall

The Golden Lion

In our last update we informed you that our second
offer for the purchase of the Golden Lion was rejected by
the vendor, after a number of months now working in the
background, we can announce that we have submitted
our Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) documentation
to Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWaC).
In simple terms this means that CWaC will consider
purchasing the Golden Lion from the owner under the
CPO Legislation. The CPO process can be protracted but
as soon as we have any information on progress we will
issue a communication.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for your continued support and to wish you and your
family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The Ashton Hayes Community Hub Committee
For details of how to apply for shares please visit our
website goldenlionashtonhayes.co.uk where you can download the business plan, prospectus and application form

