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Ashton Hayes House

Can you help? Do you, or does anyone in your family
have any memories of the old house and gardens at Ashton
Hayes? If the answer is yes, we would love to hear from you.
The Parish Council has recently been contacted by a lady
whose mother, who is Dutch, worked at the house, carrying
out domestic duties along with other Dutch girls, shortly after
the Second World War.
At this time, the Johnson family moved out to Poplar
Grove Farm in Mouldsworth to allow their home to be used as
a convalescent home. The elderly lady in question has happy
memories of the time she spent in Ashton whilst in domestic
service at the house. Her daughter wondered whether anyone
could tell her more about the house and gardens.
This is what we already know. Ashton Hayes House was
probably built by Burdett Worthington (or his son) in the mid
to late 18th century. In 1810, the historian Daniel Lysons
wrote that: ‘Ashton Heys house … stands on an elevated
situation, commanding a beautiful and extensive prospect’.
The house had a number of owners during the 19th century.
The most famous was William Atkinson who built the school
(now our village hall) and the church. In 1909, Major Ernest
Johnson and his wife, Violet, came to live at the house. Like

many tenants on the Ashton Hayes Estate, they decided to
purchase when the opportunity arose in 1923.
The sales particulars describe the house as a Georgian
mansion. In 1923 it had 17 bedrooms and 5 bathrooms. There
was a library, drawing room and a dining room, all with oak
boarded floors, along with a billiard room and a morning room
on the first floor. The ground floor housed many of the
domestic rooms such as the Butler’s Pantry, the House
Keeper’s Room, Kitchen, Scullery and Servants’ Hall. The
house had the benefits of running water, electric lighting and
even central heating!
Outside, there was ‘a delightful pine garden’ which was
reached via a short flight of steps. There were woodland walks
and forest trees. There was a series of 3 ornamental fishponds, a
large pond for fishing and boating, and a walled kitchen garden
with a range of heated glasshouses for growing vines and
peaches. Additionally the grounds contained two tennis lawns.
Shortly before the house was demolished in 1957, Mrs
Johnson sold over 500 items from the house at auction. The
sales catalogue includes furniture, bedding, paintings from the
Upper Gallery, collections of books from the library and objects
such as the antique Grandfather clock and a radio-gramophone!

If you or your family have any memories or photos of the house and gardens which you are happy to share with Jane and her
Mum, please contact either Jane Coleville (janecolville1@gmail.com) or Sharon Varey (smvarey@outlook.com) who are happy
to pass on the information.
This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story
please contact Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

Parish Council Update
COMMEMORATION OF THE CENTENARY
OF THE END OF WW1

The Parish Council and Church are hoping the
whole community will become involved in marking
this important event. Already Margaret Papworth
and others are planning a workshop in the Village
Hall on Sunday October 14th from 2.00 to 4.00
pm to make poppies of various kinds to use at the
celebration and for display in the village. This
activity is for all ages and will be a chance to
meet old and new friends and learn some new
skills. Everyone is welcome - there will be cake
and conversation as well as creativity. There will
also be a special all age celebration event on
November 11th from 2.00 to 4.00pm in the Village
Hall.
For further information contact Margaret on
margaretpapworth@icloud.com

A54 Tarvin Sands Layby

We also seek other ideas and expressions
of interest from village organisations and
individuals for ways to mark the occasion.
There is some information on the church
website www.ashtonhayes.church, under Parish
History, about the war memorial and a list of the
names of those killed. If anyone has any
information about those individuals we would be
grateful to receive it. We are also interested any
other memories of people who were involved in
the war in any way.
We plan to have a display in the church of
photos, paintings, letters, poems, stories etc.
Please contact Barbara Craven at
spyhill4@hotmail.com if you can help in any way.

A54 Junction and Road Safety

The Parish Council has been working closely with
CWaC for the last few months to make improvements to
the layby at Tarvin Sands. This followed reports from
local residents about anti-social behaviour taking place
overnight and the general lack of maintenance. An action
plan was agreed with CWaC and a number of
improvements have been and will continue to be made.
By the time you read this, work will have started on
removing damaged and dangerous trees from the area.
Thick brambles and other growth will be removed and the
area returned to a more manageable state. Alongside this,
work has already finished on replacing damaged/missing
bins, signs and kerb lines. The Parish Council would like
to thank the local residents and CWaC for all their
support.

We still await the report being prepared by officers of
the Council which will make recommendations for road
safety improvements to the junction. The Parish Council
understands there to have been another serious accident
there in the last couple of weeks. There is a shared view
that traffic lights at that junction would bring with it a
great improvement in safety but as most people are aware
the cost of traffic light installation is considerable and
would need funding by the Government.
The Parish Councillors and Cllr Johnson continue to
lobby on behalf of local people in respect of this matter.
Further letters are being sent to the local MP and the
Council have been asked to inform us of any
developments as they occur.

Everyone should now have received their village
brochure which was produced earlier this year as a joint
effort on the part of the Parish Council, Church,
Community Shop, local organisations and the WI (who
paid for the printing). The brochure has been very well
received. A supply is kept in the village shop so if you are
aware of someone who has recently moved into the area
maybe you could mention it and suggest they pick one up
or you might want to do it for them.

The Parish Council are indebted to a local person who
steps in on a regular basis and repairs and improves our
Parish Rooms in a very quiet and unassuming way. Some
may have noticed that the noticeboard outside the Rooms
has been repaired as has the front door which now looks
very smart and has noticeably reduced the draughts
experienced by those meeting there. Many thanks to this
person, who doesn`t want to be identified … your efforts
are much appreciated.

Village Brochure

A Knight in Shining
Armour!

Parish Council Update

Chester West & Chester
(CWaC) Wildflower
Initiative

CWaC have put forward a scheme to improve the
natural environment by planting wildflowers and bulbs in
suitable public spaces, in particular road verges.
For wildflowers this would involve CWaC spraying in
Spring to kill the existing vegetation and thus to open up
an area for wildflower seeds to be sown. These would
then be left to grow and flower undisturbed until late
summer when flowering has finished and seed has set. At
this point the area would be mowed and the cuttings
removed to keep the soil fertility down, essential for
many wildflowers.
For bulbs such as daffodils and bluebells the treatment
is somewhat different as generally no pre-spraying is
necessary, and once the bulbs are planted they can be left
undisturbed. Mowing would then commence in midsummer once the bulbs have flowered and died down.
CWaC would provide the bulbs and we would be asked to
plant them. Volunteers will be sought!
We have registered our interest with CWaC and have
identified potential sites such as the verge from the
village centre down to the school and the verges in Peel
Crescent and Brookside. If these prove successful then
further areas could be considered. We will keep you
advised of progress and would appreciate any feedback
and offers of help.
Ian Dossett
Iandossett@aol.com
Barbara Craven spyhill4@hotmail.com

Millenium Footpath

For some time now the Parish Council have been
wanting to improve safety along this short but very
important pathway at the bottom of Church Road. The
path currently becomes very waterlogged and pedestrians
have to choose between ploughing through the mud or
walking round the blind bend on that busy road. We are
also concerned about the fact that there is a drop into water
on one side. The plan is to do some resurfacing and to
build a low fence to reduce the risk of children or others
slipping or falling into the water. We have some funding
made available to us by Councillor Eleanor Johnson along
with some that we have aready earmarked. Mouldsworth
Parish Council are also prepared to assist us. There is a
problem though; it concerns the ownership of the small
piece of land through which the footpath is laid. Great
efforts have been made over the years to identify the
owner, to no avail. We are therefore using this opportunity
to publicise our intentions and ask if anyone that believes
they are legal owners of this area make contact as a matter
of urgency so that joint plans can be made.

Snow Angels

Winter will be with us before long and we need to
think about our Snow Angels scheme and whether/how
we run it this year. If it is to be effective it needs a small
group of people willing to organise the activity in
addition to those prepared to shovel snow, clear ice and
grit paths should the weather be bad. If you think you
could be part of a small team of coordinators please
contact Jane Colville on janecolville1@gmail.com

Estone Place Official Opening

On Friday 14th September the
new Equity houses off Ashton
Lane were officially declared open
by the Chair of the Council
Housing Committee. People were
invited from Equity, the Council,
the School and the Parish Council.
Some local residents also
attended. Light refreshments were
served in the Pavilion. The
scheme, which has 15 houses,
currently has all the properties for
rent occupied and half of the
shared ownership houses either
purchased or reserved. Four
shared ownership properties
remain vacant.

Church News

Harvest

Welcome to Our New Vicar, The Reverend Phillip Weston
Phil became vicar of Ashton Hayes in a service led by the Bishop of Chester on
Friday, 14th September. He is the 23rd incumbent of the parish in a long line going
back to our first vicar, the Reverend G.E. Smith, who was installed in 1849.
Phil will be sharing his time between the parish of Ashton Hayes and St Mellitus
College, based at Liverpool Cathedral, where he will be helping to train students
and ordinands in preparation for their ministry. Because of this, there may be times
when he is away from the parish but he can be contacted via email at —
vicar@ashtonhayes.church

Our Harvest Festival and Harvest Lunch will take place on Sunday, 7th October. All of the harvest gifts will be
donated to our local charity, Save the Family, who write:
“As the summer days shorten, the leaves start to change colour and the new term begins, here at Save the
Family, we once again think about Harvest and food for our vulnerable families. In previous years, the food that has
been donated to us has sustained our families for many months through the year and has helped out many new
families who have arrived on site with nothing for their children. So we are launching our Harvest Appeal for 2018
with a request to our supporters — please can you help us again? Times remain tough for our families and we need
help with a wide variety of things. We ask for items that have a minimum of 3 months left on the use by date. Store
cupboard items such as biscuits, tinned meat, rice, tins of tuna, cereals, sugar, tea, coffee, drinking chocolate and
fruit squash are ideal. Please be assured that nothing will go to waste.”
Please bring your gifts along to the 10.30am service or drop them of in the church beforehand. The Harvest
Lunch will be held in the Village Hall from 12 noon and will take the form of a Bring and Share meal. If you would like
to join us, bring along a plate of food to share and your own drinks and glasses (tea and coffee will be provided).

100th Anniversary of the end of World War 1

This year marks the 100th Anniversary of the Armistice which brought an end to the hostilities of the First World
War as the clocks struck 11am on the eleventh day of the eleventh month. It was a war that was supposed to end all
wars but hindsight confirms that this was a false hope because the peace that followed ended before it reached it’s
21st Anniversary.
We hope that you will join us for our Service of Remembrance at 10.45am on the 11th November to mark this significant
milestone in our nation’s history. We will remember those who were lost and continue to pray for peace in our world.

Ashton Hayes W.I.

Ashton Hayes W.I. is ninety-five years old this year –
having been formed in 1923 – one year before the
building of the former W.I. Hall in Church Road. Over
those ninety-five years we have played an active role in
the life of this community – notably during the war years,
when its members provided much needed support in the
preparation and supply of foodstuffs during a time of
rationing. The W.I. Hall was the venue for both
distributing these supplies and for the social life of the
community – it even provided accommodation for the
army when they were standing watch over an aeroplane
which had crash-landed in the field opposite.
Since the closure of the W.I. Hall, our new ‘home’ has
been the Parish Rooms in West End – where meetings
were originally held following our formation in 1923.
We meet on the first Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm –
apart from in January and August, when we usually enjoy
a meal out at a local hostelry. Throughout the year, we
welcome a host of interesting speakers to our meetings,
expanding our knowledge and widening our
understanding of many topics. A small amount of W.I.
business is dealt with at our meetings, but we do try to

keep this to a minimum. We also enjoy day trips out,
attend courses covering a variety of skills and crafts, and
have the opportunity to stay at Denman – the W.I. College
in Oxfordshire, an experience not to be missed. We take
part in Group and County activities and have enjoyed
good results with our entries at the annual Cheshire Show.
We have an excellent trophy winning darts team and also
take part in bowls competitions and quizzes.
We are a friendly and informal group of ‘girls’ and we
always make guests and prospective members welcome at
our meetings – there is a small charge for guests and
members pay an annual subscription. Details of our
meetings can be found on our notice board outside the
Community Shop and also on the notice board outside the
Parish Rooms.
Why not give us a try? Come along as a guest and see
if the W.I. is for you - there won’t be any pressure put on
you to join, but we hope that you’ll see what a wonderful
organisation the W.I. is, both locally and nationally. We
do make a difference. The W.I. is for women of all ages,
so never think that you’re too young or too old! We look
forward to seeing you.

Broadband Connection

Following on from the last update, Anthony Jones has been
tireless in his efforts to bring wireless broadband to our
villages, which will circumvent the need for traditional wired
(fibre optic and phone line) connections. This will free us from
the slow speeds and high costs of current internet suppliers.
Voneus ( https://www.voneus.com ) have agreed that, with
enough interest, they will happily bring their wireless service to
our area. We now have 44 people who have expressed an
interest in the scheme, which is enough for Voneus to conduct
site surveys; initial reports suggest everyone who is interested
will be able to achieve the full service package available.
Due to the geography of the land and the areas we need to
cover, a more in-depth survey and design needs to be carried
out, and this is to be completed in the next few weeks, and
Anthony is currently arranging for a public meeting to be held
on the 9th October at 6pm in Manley Village Hall with Voneus

Walking is an excellent way to get more active,
burn excess calories and make your heart
healthier. Joining a Walking Group is also a great
way to make new friends and stay motivated.
Please help us to raise funds for Ash-worth
Time Bank by joining us on our fundraising walk
in Delamere Forest on Saturday, 13th October.
The walk is 5.25 miles long, starting from The
Kingswood Club, New Pale Road, Kingswood,
WA6 6LB at 9.45 a.m. Entry fee is £8 and
includes soup and a filled roll.

to explain exactly what will happen in our area. Voneus will
donate £250.00 to a local cause of our choice for every 50
people who sign up.
Openreach have expressed many times in the past that our
area will not be benefiting from another roll out, and the
likelihood of us seeing anything constructive will be by 2020
when the governments Universal Service Obligation (USO)
comes into effect. This means that you will be entitled to a
minimum of 10Mbps download. However, there are real
concerns that this will not be sufficient for the majority of
homes and businesses as more and more of us rely on the
internet for streaming video, social media, gaming, downloads
etc.
We still need your help to spread the word to friends and
neighbours – the more the better. Please contact Anthony
Jones ( barmm.uk@gmail.com ) for more information.

Walking
for Health

Alternatively, you may prefer to walk around the
local recreation field or go on a short walk around the
village. We meet every Tuesday morning between 10
and 12 at the Pavilion. On Tuesday, 9th October, we
challenge you to see how many laps you complete.
Refreshments will be available for a small donation.
Did you know we also have a regular Walking
Group on the 2nd Saturday of every month? Please
call the Time Bank Office on (01829) 751398 or email
us at ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk for further
information and/or to register your interest.

Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Village Hall

It is September and I have just been down to the Village
Hall to listen to Ashton Sings, our local choir. I wanted to pop
in and check the heating was working and that the Choir were
enjoying their first night back in the newly decorated Hall.
Summer has all but gone and the nights are drawing in but
the 6/7 week period has been creatively used by the Village
Hall Committee to renew and refresh the whole of the Hall.
The grant from the National Lottery Awards for All,
obtained by Jane Colville has enabled us strip the unsightly
wall in the Main Hall. We hope/expect the new lime-based
plaster will allow the wall to breathe and avoid the unsightly
blistering caused by the water and subsequent damp being
retained in the old plaster. The wall will be painted this week
now that the new plaster has dried out but the rest of the hall
has already been painted and looks so fresh and inviting.
The blinds have been checked and are in A1 condition so
we just hope that they are used carefully by all. The lighting in
the Main Hall, Mirror Hall, Changing Room and the
passageway has been renewed with LED strip lighting and
everywhere is now bathed in a wonderful clear light. Our

grateful thanks to the Ashton Hayes Woman’s Institute who
have provided the funds which has allowed us to carry out the
renewal of the lighting.
All areas of the Village Hall have been painted or are still
being painted along with the external parts of the Hall. Repairs
have been carried out to the floor of both the Main Hall and the
Mirror Hall and it is hoped that the Main Hall floor will be
sanded and sealed in one of the longer holiday breaks.
The kitchen has had a donation from Charles Frankland of
a fridge freezer and a dishwasher and has been redesigned to
accommodate both of these items. Please remember us if you
are thinking of changing your own electrical items at home, it
may be that an item could be exactly what we are looking for
but are unable to afford. For example, the very old and large
microwave in the kitchen has had to be thrown out and our
resources have been stretched to complete the work that I
have mentioned. So if you have a small usable microwave
that you are thinking of changing then please see if it can help
us provide even better facilities for the village.
Martin Colville

News

from our

Community
Shop

Have you got your tickets yet for our
popular evening of wine tasting with Tanners
on Friday October 12th? If not, these are for
sale in the shop and do hurry as numbers are
limited.
We are all aware of the trouble the world is
having disposing of plastic waste so, as a start
to do our ‘bit’ to combat this, from now on we
are putting a charge of 5p. on our plastic
shopping bags which will go to one of the
charities supported by the Shop. However if
you don’t want to pay this and also want to
help the environment at the same time, please
remember to bring your own shopping bag
with you.
Good news – again, from now on, there will
be no ‘minimum spend’ for the use of
credit/debit cards so these can now be used
on all purchases.
Our volunteers who help us with all the
various aspects of running a shop are greatly
valued and, as always, we always need more.
If anyone else can spare an hour or two a week
to help in any way do please contact Deb at
the shop and she will give you more
information. We would not survive without the
help of you all!

Ashton Allotment
Association

The scorching summer meant a shift of chores from
the normal grass cutting to frequent watering and a
continual challenge to keep produce alive. But August’s
rains have brought a tremendous recovery, with dormant
courgettes bouncing back to life along with brassicae and
parsnips, even if the onions have not quite reached ‘the
mammoth classification’ our resident expert achieved last
year.
The annual BBQ was a very social occasion and
thoroughly enjoyed by members and our guests.
We presently have a vacant plot. If anyone is
interested in joining please phone David on 752070 or
email: davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com.
Allotmenteers, please check your emails for the
proposed Michaelmas clean up.

Ashton Hayes & Tarvin
Flower Club

Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people? Why
not join us for an evening of entertainment as you watch
a skilled flower arranger demonstrate their art.
All arrangements are raffled so you may even take
one home with you! You do not have to be a member or
join, just come.
We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the second
Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p.m., (except August
and December) and you would be assured of a friendly
welcome.
Further information from 01829 740832 or
01829 740473.

12th September
10th October
14th November

Donald Morgan
Keith Smithies
Jane Pugh

“Colour our World “
“Autumn to Advent”
“ Christmas Cheer”

The Golden Lion

It is some time since we last updated our prospective
shareholders on the progress with the community pub
project.
As you know our second offer for the purchase of the
property was rejected by the vendor. As a result we are
currently in ongoing discussions with Cheshire West and
Chester Council regarding our next steps which may
include options under the Compulsory Purchase
legislation.
We are aware that cheques currently provided are
now expiring. We have not deposited cheques with the
bank but we are currently holding them as a record of the
village commitment to the project. When we require the
funds in the future we will contact prospective
shareholders for further authorisation.
Please keep an eye on our social media and website
for further updates and thank you all for your continued
support.
Ashton Hayes Community Hub Ltd.
For details of how to apply for shares please visit our
website goldenlionashtonhayes.co.uk where you can
download the business plan, prospectus and application
form

“Sea and Cake” - Ahoy there, shipmates!
Despite Ashton’s apparent lack of
any sea-faring ships, and indeed a
distinct lack of sea in the village, we
still managed to enjoy a set of fabulous
sea shanty sessions over the summer!
The sessions were open to anyone
who wanted to be a “Fairweather
Sailor” for the day – no experience in
either singing or hauling on fishing
ropes was required! Hosted by
Ashton Sings, and led by “Captain”
Martin Jones (Musical Director at
Ashton Sings), the evening shanty
sessions culminated in a one-day
shanty workshop and informal
performance enjoyed by nearly 50
Fairweather Sailors and their guests.
We learned a selection of traditional sea shanties, as well as
two songs specially written for the Fairweather Sailors by
Jones & Jones Music, and then sat back and enjoyed
special guest performances by Helen Pile, Pete Hulse
(performing a song by Roy Green) and Shan Jones.
Many thanks to shipmate Helen Anderson for the lovely photo

(https://www.facebook.com/helenandersonphotography.co.uk/)
and to shipmates Janet Herdman, Jane Armstrong, Aileen Parry
and Alison Ambrose for the amazing cake!!
To keep up to date on any future events, see the Sea and
Cake website: https://seaandcake.dudaone.com/ or the Ashton
Sings facebook page.

Footpaths Around the Parish

Every so often there is
an issue that arises
regarding public
footpaths and their
location. The Parish
Council would like to
help people clarify this
so that
misunderstandings
don’t occur and
people only walk
where they are
permitted. To this end
the Parish Council
would refer everyone
to the map of the
footpaths that is within
the Neighbourhood
Plan and is also
represented below.
Please do ensure that
you only use the
official public
footpaths when
walking around the
Parish.

