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Around Ashton
Community News from Ashton Hayes & Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council
Around Ashton Assistance
As many of you will know Garry and Anne Charnock and Richard and Lynn May are leaving the
village after many years of living here and both couples having made a significant contribution to
village life and to the facilities it now enjoys. We would want to wish both couples and their
families all the very best for the future and hope to see them often in these parts when they come
to visit and hopefully attend some of our events and functions.
One of the gaps that Garry will leave is the role he has played for years in creating the Around
Ashton Newsletter. Garry has been responsible for placing the pieces of text and images in the
newsletter and ensuring that it all fits , flows well and looks interesting and attractive. We need
someone or a couple of people willing to take this task on. We have offers of help on a very
temporary basis but it would be great to have someone offer to do it regularly .It is a quarterly
commitment so if you have the necessary computer and editing skills please let us know so we can
discuss what is entailed and what support is available. Please contact Jane Colville on 01829 752607
or by email jane@ashtonhayespc.org.uk
We will also need someone to assist with our village website once Garry has gone and even though
he has kindly offered to help us for a while from afar! Again if you have skills in that area or would
like to be able to acquire them can you let us know (same contact detail as above).

The A54 junction and safety first
Some of you will be aware that there was another accident at the A54 junction on Monday 4 December.
Discussions continue with the Council regarding this junction and our understanding is that a report is
being drawn up listing the options that are realistic and likely to be effective in reducing the level of risk
there. Councillor Eleanor Johnson has been in discussion with the various departments of the Council and
with the Chief Executive about this. It is recognised that there may need to be a short/medium term and a
long term solution and there will likely be a public consultation before a final decision is made. It will help
greatly to have a reporting to the Council of minor accidents/ near misses via the Council Customer
Contact Centre using the 0300 123 7 036 telephone number or reporting it on line. These reports will be
ones not necessarily reported through to the Police and will provide the Council with more of a full picture
and history of the site. Please ask the Customer Contact Centre to log the call and send to Helena
Crawford marked up as ‘information’ so Highways can keep all the reports relating to this site together.
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A CHRISTMAS WELCOME AT ST JOHN’S, ASHTON HAYES
You are very welcome to join us for our Christmas celebrations at St John
the Evangelist Church in Ashton Hayes.
Our special services and activities are:
Sunday, 10th December
10.00 a.m.
Room)

Children’s Christmas Crafts (Ashton Hayes Nursery Club

Sunday, 17th December
6.30 p.m.

Nine Lessons and Carols

Tuesday, 19th December
6.00 p.m.

Nativity Trail around the Village - more details in Church or Village Shop

Friday, December 22nd
6.00 p.m.

Carol Singing around the Village - meet by the Village Shop
In aid of the Hospice of the Good Shepherd

Christmas Eve
9.00 a.m.

Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

4.00 p.m.

Christingle Service (especially for children and their families)
In aid of The Children’s Society

11.30 p.m.

Holy Communion

Christmas Day
10.30 a.m.

All-Age Communion Service (children are welcome to bring their presents)

We wish you a very happy Christmas, David Lamb (Vicar)

Boundary Review
A national boundary review of wards has been in process for several months now and we as a Parish Council
have been consulted on this through the different stages. Currently the proposals for Cheshire West and
Chester are that the total number of wards be slightly reduced and as a result of this and a wish to make the
wards more consistent in size there will be a regrouping. In relation to ourselves the differences would be
slight, seeing our parish part of a group of parishes that are close geographically to Delamere Forest. We
would no longer have Barrow within the ward we would be a part of but we would have Kingsley in our
group. Our Parish Council have supported this recommendation apart from the proposal that it be called
Manley Ward. Along with a couple of other parishes we stated we would prefer something that denoted
something that was held in common across the parishes ‘Sandstone’ was offered as a possible name.
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Village Hall
The Village Hall continues to develop and while users might wonder when Fire Alarms and strip lighting
along with toilet repairs might happen I can say that we have asked that these are done as a matter of
urgency.
This urgency is in no small part due to the continued growth in the use of the Hall and we (the committee)
are very aware that users in the majority are aware that this facility costs a substantial amount in Gas and
Electricity. We were disappointed to find that users are leaving lighting on especially in the toilets and
these could possibly be on from a Friday evening till the next time the building is opened on a Monday
evening. We ask that everyone checks the building before the final turn of the key at the end of a function
or class.
We are hoping that 2018 will bring either the commencement of work in the main hall (re-plastering and
decoration) or at least clear plans that show the rest of the ideas, schedule and work that we hope will
happen in 2018.
We would also want to remind potential users that the Upper Room is now available for meetings and can
be booked through Helen at the Post Office at a very competitive charge of £7-50 per hour.
Finally we are desperately looking for support in the development of an on line booking process, if you
are aware of anyone with those skills please, please, make contact with Alison Ambrose 01829 752026 or
Martin Colville 01829 752607.

The Parish Rooms
Those of you who attended the public meeting concerning the Golden Lion will recall that there was
reference made to the Parish Rooms and their future. For some time there have been questions raised
about the Parish Rooms and their future and some have suggested that they could be sold and the funds
raised invested in the pub if the community took it on. This is not a simple matter for all sorts of reasons
and it is very important to keep the two issues separate. We need to allow local people chance to consider
the relevant facts and options concerning the Parish Rooms and to come to a view about this. Such a
process needs to be kept separate from the matter of the Golden Lion however difficult this is to do. The
Parish Rooms Trust will shortly issue to local residents some information and detail together with a
survey, the results of which should allow them to capture the feeling and priorities for the village in
respect of this facility.

FOOTBALL
Ashton Veterans have made a very good start to their season. Three league games have been played out of which
two were won and one drawn. A local derby took place at the beginning of December when Tarvin were the visitors in
an important league match which Ashton won 2-0. Out of five friendlies played, four were won and one lost. The club
is looking strong with 28 players signed on so are optimistic of a successful season. The weather and the shortage of
referees have meant a few cancelled games.
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CHRISTMAS COMES TO OUR COMMUNITY SHOP!

Christmas is just around the corner and our shop is stocked with goodies as shown at the
recent open morning. Despite the seasonal weather a good time was had by all who braved
the cold and carols sung by our local Red Red Whiners put us all in the Christmas spirit.
The shop’s Christmas opening hours are:
Christmas Eve

8.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.

Christmas Day

CLOSED

Boxing Day

9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.

New Year’s Eve 8.00 a.m. to 12.00 midday
New Year’s Day 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 midday
*All other days are as normal but please note that there will be NO newspapers on Christmas Day

In September at its annual general meeting the shop reported its financial progress for the
year ending February 20017. This year has been a challenging year for the business with
profit margins squeezed by rising costs of wholesale supplies. The shop management and
committee work hard to reduce costs to the business and one of the main ways that we do
this is to reduce staff costs by using volunteers to support the business.

Recruiting new volunteers is important to maintain the viability of the shop and to ensure
that we maintain this vital village amenity. We have several volunteer positions available at
the moment and would encourage anyone who has a few spare hours to come along.

Volunteers are needed to provide help with serving customers as well as other roles such as
helping with preparing the newspaper rounds for delivery, updating the volunteer rota weekly
and painting and decorating. Shifts are available on a regular or occasional basis. As little as
one hour a week of your time can make a huge difference to the shop.
At the AGM we also said goodbye to Trevor Scadeng who stepped down after nine years of
service on the shop management committee. We thank Trevor for all his hard work and
support and we welcome Richard Stradling who will replace Trevor on this year’s committee.
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GOLDEN LION UPDATE
Since the public meeting [see photo] the Golden Lion Steering Group has been analysing the outcomes of
the local resident’s survey and refining the business plan. The Plunkett Foundation are providing advice
and support on a number of fronts including the raising of funds and applying for grants. The building has
been visited to assess the refurbishment needs. These are extensive but not unexpected and help inform
the business plan. A full survey will be being undertaken which will further inform that plan. Our
Community Benefit Society - Ashton Hayes Community Hub - has now been formally registered with the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA).
The Parish Council have triggered the extended moratorium which runs until late March. This means that
during this period of time the pub could in fact only be sold to a community group. After that point the
moratorium is lifted and a sale could be made to any purchaser whether they are a community group or
private buyer. We are aware of one potential private purchaser and some helpful communication has
been established with them.
If the community are going to make an offer to buy the pub we have until the end of March to raise the
necessary money to buy it. The full survey and completed business plan will help us be clear about the
value of the property and how much we should offer.
We intend holding a public launch in the New Year for fundraising. Included in this will be the launch of
our share issue and our application for grants.
Our new website is being set up and will provide a central point for information. The website address is
goldenlionashtonhayes.co.uk Find us on Facebook Save the Golden Lion Ashton Hayes or
@GoldLionAshton on Twitter.

Equity Housing News Update
Marketing for the shared ownership houses at the new development in Ashton Hayes will commence by the end of
December 2017. There will be 8 available properties due for completion in April 2018. To register your interest
please contact Sofie Leroux on 0161 486 7710 / sofiel@equityliving.co.uk.
The 7 affordable rent properties will be advertised in January/February 2018 through West Cheshire Homes. Any
interested applicants need to be registered with the Council [CWaC] and will have the opportunity to bid on the
properties.
http://www.westcheshirehomes.co.uk
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We provide services across rural West Cheshire with the aim of preventing social isolation and
loneliness for those people aged over 65. Our services include our well known OPAL clubs, our carers
service Break time, and the ever popular Go Online service for individuals who need support in using
IT. All our services are supported by great volunteers, but we always require more volunteers to join
us as the need within the local community grows. By volunteering for one of our services you will find
enjoyment and fulfilment in helping to make a real difference. So if you have as little as two to three
hours a month, why not think about volunteering with us and help change someone’s life.
For further information on all of our services and on volunteering please visit our website
www.opalservices.org.uk/ or phone – Jean on 07563 156 220 or email jean.toyn@opalservices.org.uk

The Pavilion Café
Our Community Café goes from strength to strength
and we were nominated for a Countryside Alliance
award (a so called rural Oscar) a few weeks ago. We
wait to hear the outcome of this soon.
We now open on a Saturday morning when there is
a football match and we now operate our Winter
hours on Friday, Saturday and Sundays, closing at
4.00 p.m.
We have a brand new website thanks to Lynn and
Richard May. It’s really attractive and informative.
Take a look at www.ashtonhayescafe.org .
As always we do need more volunteers .We have a
great little café and people visiting from out of the
village are so impressed and envious but the only
reason we can keep going is through the efforts of
our volunteers . There are lots of different tasks to
be done and not all will suit everyone but we do take
that into account. Please, if you are in any way
interested do make contact with us via our new
website or by popping into the café and talking to
one of the volunteers there. Alternatively contact
Jane Colville on 01829 752607 or email
janecolville1@gmail.com

Ashton Allotment Association

Despite the frightfully wet autumn lots of good
things have been happening down on the
allotments. We are pleased to welcome two
new members, who stepped in pretty much
immediately as plots became vacant in late
summer and we wish the Mays well as they
move to warmer climes. The Michaelmas cleanup was well attended. It has left the field in
good order for the winter and ready for a flying
start in the spring. Hopeful of other flying starts:
most plots were dug over in good time and the
next door colonies of pollinators are tucked in
for the winter.
The autumn crops of brassica, leeks and
parsnips all look healthy, even if the walk to
harvest them is rather puddly! If not chasing
away pigeons, we will doubtless all be studying
our seed catalogues and pruning instructions
over the festive season.
Good growing and a happy Christmas to one
and all.
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Your Time Bank Still Needs YOU
Well, we are still here and working as hard as ever for our community. In the main, we have had a
very successful year in which we have kept all our key services running as well as achieving three
major goals:
•

Getting our Library project established - we regularly have over 20 attendees

•

Starting up our Health and Fitness project with £500 grant from Taylor-Wimpey

•

Halving our deficit!

These may not sound much in themselves but for a small organisation like ours, run entirely by
volunteers co-ordinated by Caroline, they are a big deal! It is increasingly difficult to find external
funding on a large scale so we face a constant battle to keep small grants and funds raised by our
own activities coming in to our pot. We have just become one of the Co-op’s local charities for the
second time, and have received small sums of money from both the Duchess of Westminster’s
Foundation and Local giving. Our fight to survive as a sustainable organisation goes on…
So how can YOU help us?
We need more volunteers who could help give lifts to members so that they can attend social groups
and activities within the village.
Sharing skills and knowledge: Please let us know if you have a skill you’d like to share with others.
This could be a craft, a DIY project, gardening knowledge or anything else you can think of.
Health and Wellbeing - In addition to our longer Saturday walks, we now meet at the Pavilion in
Ashton Hayes every Tuesday between 10.00 and 12.00 in order to increase the number of steps we
walk. There is usually an opportunity to go on a walk around the village, or, you can walk around the
perimeter of the playing field.
For any football fanatics out there, we are looking for an enterprising individual(s) to set up a
Walking Football group - and, of course, for teams. (Apparently, this is the ‘in’ sport! Match of the
Day beckons for the right people!) See our website for more details.
You could support our fundraising activities and events. A gift for a raffle prize is always appreciated.
Better still, why not come along to one of our events? Our recent dance was great fun and raised
over £700. Thank you so much to everyone who supported this event. Next year’s fundraising
programme will be decided in January. If you have a fundraising idea you’d like to share with us,
please let us know.
Additional Trustees needed - we have a small group of extremely dedicated Trustees who have
worked very hard over the past couple of years. If you are interested in helping us to shape the Time
Bank’s future, please get in touch.
For all enquiries, please telephone (01829) 751398 or email ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk
Visit our website at www.ash-worthtimebank.org.uk or keep up with us on Facebook.
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Theatre Club
Ashton Hayes Theatre Club to perform at the STORYHOUSE in Chester!
After the astounding success of AHTC's spring production of Great Expectations, they
have been invited to perform it again, but this time at new Storyhouse theatre in
Chester. The production will run from January 31st - February 3rd 2018.
They are taking the show on the road with nearly all the original cast and a handful of
extra singers. If you missed it the first time or you want to see it again then you can
book your tickets at www.storyhouse.com or there will be a limited number
of tickets available in the village shop in January. AHTC would also like to thank Ashton
WI who are sponsoring the publicity and the programme for the show.
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