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This	newsletter	is	produced	quarterly	by	Ashton	Hayes	&	Horton-cum-Peel	Parish	Council	on	behalf	of	residents.	If	you	have	a	news	story	please	
contact	Jane	Colville	on	janecolville@btinternet.com	(752607)	or	see	www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk	for	stories	or	to	download.	

Golden	Lion	up	for	sale?	
We	think	the	Golden	Lion	is	going	up	for	sale?	Many	of	
you	may	be	hearing	rumours	that	the	owner	of	the	
Golden	Lion	might	be	putting	it	up	for	sale.	
Everyone	is	pleased	to	hear	that	the	pub	might,	

finally,	get	a	new	lease	of	life.	
For	the	past	few	years	the	Pub	Steering	Group	of	the	

Parish	Council	has	been	trying	to	determine	how	we	
can	purchase	the	Golden	Lion	as	a	community	pub	and	
hub.	We	are	frustrated	that	the	owner	has	not	entered	
into	a	direct	dialogue	with	us	about	this.	In	recent	
months	we	have	been	talking	in	detail	with	CwaC	
about	the	chances	of	obtaining	a	Compulsory	Purchase	
Order	on	the	building.	The	pub	is	also	currently	
registered	as	an	Asset	of	Community	Value	(ACV)	and	
this	basically	gives	us	a	6	month	window	in	which	to	
raise	the	required	finances	to	purchase	the	Golden	
Lion	at	a	‘fair	market	price’	should	the	property	be	
placed	on	the	market.	
We	are	well	on	the	way	to	developing	the	business	

plan	to	demonstrate	how	the	community	could	pay	for	
the	pub	and	run	it	as	a	going	concern.	We	are	also	
working	on	the	sources	of	finance	that	will	support	
either	a	CPO	or	purchase.	
Our	plan	is	to	complete	the	DRAFT	business	plan	in	

the	coming	weeks	and	present	this	to	the	community	
for	comment	at	a	public	meeting	in	October.	The	plan	
will	also	explain	how	residents	can	support	the	pub	
purchase,	should	they	wish.	
In	the	meantime,	please	address	questions	via	the	

Parish	Council	Clerk,	Kirsty	Lowe,	and	we	will	try	to	
answer	them.kirsty@ashtonhayespc.co.uk	
Pub	Action	Group	

 

Macmillan	Fundraising	Event	

Don’t	forget	to	come	to	our	Macmillan	
fundraiser	on	Wednesday	27th	September	from	
2pm	–	4pm	in	The	Pavilion	Cafe.	Lots	of	tea,	
coffee	and	cake	on	offer	and	all	for	a	very	good	
cause.	Tickets	at	£3	a	head	will	be	on	sale	in	the	
Community	Shop	and	The	Pavilion	Café.	

Autumn	at	the	community	shop	
The	days	are	getting	shorter	and	the	evenings	are	

drawing	in	but	this	means	that	tickets	are	now	on	
sale	in	the	shop	for	our	Wine	Tasting	Evening	hosted	
by	Tanners	Wine	Merchants	which	will	be	held	on	
Friday	6th	October	at	Ashton	Hayes	Village	Hall	at	
7.30	p.m.		Tickets	are	£15	including	light	
refreshments,	so	hurry	to	get	yours	as	this	is	a	
popular	event!	
On	Sunday	29th	October	we	shall	be	carrying	out	

our	annual	deep	clean	in	the	shop	from	12.00	p.m.	
until	2.00	p.m.	and	we	would	be	grateful	for	
volunteers	to	help	us	to	do	this	–	many	hands	make	
light	work!		If	you	can	spare	a	couple	of	hours	that	
day	please	give	your	name	to	Deb	either	at	the	shop	
or	on	759023	in	order	for	a	schedule	to	be	drawn	up	
for	the	day.	
	
A	date	for	your	diaries	–	the	Community	Shop	

AGM	will	be	held	on	Thursday	September	28th	in	
the	Parish	Rooms	at	7.30	p.m.		Further	
information	and	nomination	forms	will	be	sent	
to	members	but	if	you	are	not	a	member	and	
would	like	to	be,	please	ask	in	the	shop	for	
details.	
	

Football	starts	again	
The	football	season	starts	for	the	Ashton	Veterans	

team	in	September	with	two	friendlies	leading	up	to	
the	first	league	match	on	30th	September	away	at	Dee	
Rangers.	The	only	event	since	the	last	Around	Ashton	
report	was	the	Frodsham	Tournament	in	July	where	
Ashton	qualified	for	the	quarter	finals	only	to	be	
beaten	by	Runcorn	Town.		
Vets	football	is	thriving	in	the	village	as	25	players	

are	already	signed	on	for	the	season.	Anyone	wishing	
to	play	should	ring	Chris	Moore	on	07921266397	
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Parish	Council	news	update		
Good	Neighbours	
The	parish	council	has	been	receiving	an	increasing	

number	of	complaints	from	residents	about	the	actions	
or	lack	of	action	on	the	part	of	some	other	residents.		
The	complaints	fall	largely	into	four	main	areas:	animal	
fouling,	parking,	fireworks	and	overgrown	hedges.	
To	try	and	rectify	this	growing	problem	we	are	

introducing	the	Good	Neighbour	scheme.		This	
basically	asks	all	residents	to	abide	by	the	following:	
Keep	all	hedges	that	overhang	public	places	including	

footpaths	cut	back	and	tidy	at	all	times.	Overgrown	
hedges	can	create	hazards	for	pedestrians	and	drivers	
by	obstructing	sightlines	and	forcing	people	out	onto	
the	road.	
Pick	up	all	dog	mess	and	bin	it	in	the	many	bins	

provided.		Free	poo	bags	are	available	in	the	
community	shop.	In	respect	of	horse	deposits	we	
expect	riders	to	be	considerate	of	pedestrians	and	
those	using	buggies	and	wheelchairs	if	their	horses	foul	
pavements	in	and	around	the	village		
Any	firework	displays,	apart	from	5th	November	and	

31	December,	to	be	notified	to	the	parish	council	at	
least	2	weeks	in	advance	so	that	animal	owners	can	
make	provision	
All	vehicles	to	be	parked	legally	and	considerately.		

You	must	park	at	least	20	feet	or	6	metres	from	any	
corner.	This	will	allow	enough	room	for	drivers	to	
make	turns	and	for	drivers	to	position	themselves	to	
share	the	road	with	you.		Vehicles	that	are	parked	
illegally	or	inconsiderately	can	be	reported	to	the	
police	by	ringing	101.	
If	you	are	approached	by	a	member	of	the	parish	

council	regarding	a	complaint	we	have	received	please	
do	not	be	offended.		It	is	only	if	we	all	pull	together	that	
we	can	build	on	the	fantastic	community	spirit	we	
enjoy	in	Ashton.	
	
Village	meeting	
On	the	date	of	our	June	parish	council	meeting	a	

number	of	people	attended	the	village	meeting	which	
happened	immediately	beforehand	and	gave	chance	for	
all	the	various	clubs	and	organisations	that	run	in	and	
around	the	parish	to	share	their	situations	with	us	
including	achievements	and	issues.	Most	groups	were	
represented	and	it	was	a	very	interesting	session	for	all	
there	including	the	members	of	the	public	that	had	
come	to	hear	about	what	goes	on	in	the	community	and	
what	is	planned.		
	
A54	update	
The	problems	around	the	A54	junction	continue	to	

be	high	on	the	parish	council	agenda	and	that	of	Cllr	
Eleanor	Johnson	who	has	been	highlighting	the	
dangers	with	the	Council.	Currently	we	await	the	
report,	which	follows	the	fatal	accident	that	occurred	
there	last	November,	and	we	know	that	a	prosecution	
hearing	is	to	be	held	in	the	New	Year.	This	will	enable	a	
plan	of	action	to	be	developed	by	the	Council	and	
hopefully	a	safer	arrangement	put	in	place	.We	will	
keep	local	residents	informed	of	what	is	happening	via	
Around	Ashton	and	through	the	village	website		

Street Lighting 
As	many	of	you	will	have	noticed	Cheshire	West	

and	Chester	Council	have	been	upgrading	the	street	
lights	in	the	residential	side	roads	of	the	village,	
from	the	old	orange	lights	to	new	low	energy	
daylight	LED	lights.	The	upgrade	to	the	west	side	of	
the	village	is	largely	complete	and	work	on	the	east	
side	is	underway.	
This	is	good	news	as	it	both	reduces	the	

electricity	usage	/	carbon	footprint	of	the	village,	
but	also	importantly	reduces	light	pollution,	which	
is	both	unsightly	and	is	detrimental	to	wildlife.	The	
effect	has	been	that	rather	than	those	bright	orange	
lights	of	Ashton`s	streets	being	visible	from	a	long	
distance	now	many	of	the	lights	cannot	be	seen	at	
all	until	you	get	within	a	few	hundred	yards	of	
them.	Progress	indeed!	
	

Ashton Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel 
Neighbourhood Plan 
	
Since	our	Neighbourhood	Plan	(NP)	came	into	

force	in	July,	the	Parish	Council	have	been	busy	
developing	the	means	as	to	how	best	to	implement	
it	in	day	to	day	parish	matters.	The	outcomes	to	
date	are	that:-	
		

• The	Parish	website	has	been	updated	and	
now	provides	the	links	to	where	the	official	
approved	version	can	be	found	on	the	
Cheshire	West	and	Chester	website.	The	
Parish	website	will	however	continue	to	hold	
and	secure	all	the	related	reference	
documents.	

	
•We	have	developed	a	checklist	which	will	
assist	the	Parish	Council	in	weighing	up	
planning	submissions	against	NP	
considerations	The	aim	is	that	we	treat	all	
planning	applications	in	a	consistent	manner	
in	relation	to	the	NP.	We	have	discussed	this	
proposed	approach	with	Cheshire		West	and	
Chester	planning	department	who	welcomed	
this.	We	have	used	the	first	version	of	the	
checklist	on	two		recent	planning	
applications	and	we	will	adjust	its	use	based	
on	the	experience	we	gain.	

	
•We	have	been	planning	as	to	how	best	to	
implement	the	Community	Action	Program	
which	arose	from		our	work	on	the	NP.	
Currently	the	table	of	all	the	items	
transferred	from	the	NP	to	this	mechanism	is	
being	updated	and	other	appropriate	Parish	
matters	will	be	included.	Expect	more	
progress	on	this	once	the	Parish	Council	
summer	recess	ends.	

	

	

	



		

Ashton	&	Mouldsworth	Village	
Hall	Association	new	room	for	hire	
With	the	summer	break	there	is	little	to	report	on	

the	developments/use	of	the	Village	Hall.	
It	is	important	that	people	are	aware	that	the	new	

Upper	Room	is	now	available	for	use	and	that	the	cost	
will	be	£7.50	per	hour.	The	room	can	be	booked	
through	Helen	Rimmer	at	the	Post	Office.	
The	booking	of	the	hall	and	the	rooms	within	it	is	

giving	the	Committee	a	bit	of	a	headache,	we	are	
looking	for	a	computer	programming	wizard	to	offer	
their	services	to	create	a	simple	on	line	booking	
system	for	the	hall.		
If	however	the	system	can	bring	together	a	booking	

system	that	incorporates	the	Village	Hall,	the	Pavilion	
and	the	Parish	Rooms	then	I	am	sure	the	relevant	
Committees	would	be	very	interested	in	discussing	it	
with	that	individual.		
The	Village	Hall	Committee	is	clear	that	it	cannot	

speak	on	behalf	of	the	other	Committee’s	but	the	idea	
of	a	village	booking	system	is	something	that	has	been	
discussed	over	recent	years.	
The	Committee	will	also	keep	the	village	informed	

of	future	building	developments	before	they	happen.	

Smile,	you	might	be	on	camera!	
You	may	have	noticed	SID’s	smiling	face	as	you	

drove	through	the	village	at	30	MPH	or	below!	
In	late	July	CWaC’s	Senior	Technician	safety	

assessed	Church	Road,	Ashton	Lane,	Pentre	Lane	and	
Gongar	Lane;	then	in	early	August	he	trained	seven	
volunteers	who	responded	to	the	Parish	Council’s	call	
to	use	SID	(the	Speed	Indicator	Device).	
Not	unexpectedly	a	worrying	proportion	of	the	

traffic	travelling	in	both	directions	along	Church	Road	
and	Ashton	Lane	was	recorded	at	speeds	above	30	
MPH.	Speeds	were	more	respectable	on	Pentre	and	
Gongar	Lanes	but	we	hope	to	do	more	measuring	
after	the	holidays.	
As	a	result	of	data	already	collected	and	shared	

with	the	police	our	local	officer	‘will	be	looking	to	do	
some	enforcement’	-	so	please	watch	your	speed!		
This	is	just	the	start	of	activities	by	the	speed	watch	

group;		suggestions	for	further	work	have	been	put	to	
the	Parish	Council	for	approval.	If	you	are	willing	to	
help	operate	SID	or	some	more	sophisticated	devices	
we	hope	to	use	later	in	the	year	please	contact	
davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk		
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Ash-worth	Time	Bank	Library	
Our	‘Library	Sessions’	are	a	new	addition	to	the	
range	of	social	activities	on	offer,	and	these	are	
proving	very	popular.	They	take	place	weekly,	on	
Wednesday	mornings	from	10.00-12.00	in	the	
Parish	Rooms,	Ashton	Hayes.	And	if	you	think	they	
are	just	about	exchanging	books,	you’re	very	much	
mistaken!	Why	not	come	along	and	try	out	some	
creative	crafts	with	Gillian	Forgrave,	challenge	the	
‘Domino	Dynamos’	to	a	game	or	two,	or	just	enjoy	
tea,	cake	and	a	convivial	chat	-	while	you	find	out	
what	else	the	Time	Bank	has	to	offer?	
	
NEWSFLASH	-	starting	in	October		

Opal	GoOnLine	and	Ash-worth	Time	Bank	are	
working	together	to	bring	an	exciting	new	service	
to	Ashton	Hayes.	
Opal’s	very	successful	GoOnLine	service	will	be	

available	at	the	Time	Bank	Library	in	Ashton	Hayes	
Parish	Rooms	on	a	Wednesday	morning	10	am	to	
12.00,	commencing	in	October.	
	

The	service	is	free	for	carers;	volunteers	or	anyone	
aged	over	60	years	and	will	operate	every	two	
weeks.	

So	if	you	would	like	assistance	in	using	computers	
or	tablets	such	as	iPads	or	even	your	mobile	phone	
and	would	you	like	individual	support,	in	a	relaxed	
environment	then	GoOnLine	at	the	Parish	Rooms	
could	be	the	place	to	be.	
For	further	information	or	to	book	a	session	

please	contact:	Jean	Toyn	07563	156220/	
jean.toyn@opalservice.org.uk	
	
Ash-worth	Time	Bank	contact:	Caroline	Massos	

01829	751398/	ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk	
GoOnLine	is	always	looking	for	New	Volunteers	so	
if	you	are	confident	in	using	tablets	etc.	and	have	
some	free	time	give	Jean	a	call.	
Library	Volunteers	are	also	needed.	If	you’re	

available	to	help	with	serving	refreshments	or	to	
provide	general	help	at	the	library	on	an	occasional	
basis,	please	contact	Caroline.	

Ashton	Allotment	Association	
The	‘mixed	summer	weather’	has	meant	a	

productive	time	on	the	allotments,	with	good	yields	
of	potatoes,	soft	fruit	and	particularly	courgettes!	
We	were	pleased	to	entertain	the	Gardening	Club	

as	one	of	the	stop-offs	for	their	June	Social	and	
Open	Gardens	Evening,	then	continued	the	social	
calendar	with	the	annual	BBQ	in	early	August,	when	
we	welcomed	new	plot	holders.	Unfortunately	we	
say	good-bye	to	two	other	plot	holders	this	autumn;	
one	plot	has	already	transferred	to	a	new	digger	but	
anyone	interested	in	the	other	can	ring	David	
Rounthwaite	on	01829	752070	or	email	
davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com.	
As	we	progress	towards	autumn	there	are	some	

impressive	stands	of	sweet	corn	ripening	and	the	
brassicae	seem	to	be	beating	the	pigeons!	
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Pavilion Café's Big Tea Party  
Stunning	weather	and	fantastic	support	from	the	village	combined	to	make	the	Pavilion	Café's	Big	Tea	Party	on	

Sunday,	June	18th	a	resounding	success.		
One	of	more	than	110,000	'Great	Get	Together'	events	held	around	the	country	in	memory	of	the	late	MP	Jo	Cox,	

the	Big	Tea	Party	attracted	300	adults	and	children	who	came	together	on	the	recreational	field	for	a	sun	and	fun	
filled	afternoon	of	tasty	treats,	musical	entertainment,	bouncy	castles	and	games.	
During	tea	in	a	giant	marquee,	the	Rev	David	Lamb	of	St	John's	Church	called	for	a	minute's	silence	to	remember	

Jo,	who	was	murdered	in	her	West	Yorkshire	constituency	on	June	16,	2016,	and	to	"celebrate	all	that	we	have	in	
common."		
	Mike	Powers	of	Ashton	Hayes	Sports	and	Recreation	Association	(AHSRA)	and	village	resident	Jean	Hamilton	led	
a	group	of	children	in	planting	a	memorial	tree,	a	young	Cox's	Pippin	which	has	now	produced	its	first	apple.	
Although	not	intended	to	be	a	fundraiser,	the	event	raised	£600	thanks	to	the	generosity	of	local	people.	The	funds	
were	shared	between	St	John's	Church,	Ash-Worth	Timebank	and	the	Jo	Cox	Foundation.	
	
Picnic	in	the	Park	2017	
Once	again	the	sun	shone	and	a	lovely	afternoon	was	had	by	many	

of	the	village	.The	Picnic	in	the	Park	was	combined	once	again	with	
the	Rose	Queen	crowning	and	there	were	many	things	to	see,	to	
enjoy	and	be	involved	in	.	The	raffle	prizes	were	on	a	par	with	past	
years..(See	the	photograph	of	Nicola	and	Jim	Whitelock	Wainwright	
setting	off	for	Chester	Races	in	a	chauffeur	driven	Rolls	Royce	which	
was	just	one	of	the	prizes	this	year).	The	refreshments	available	in	
the	Pavilion	and	through	the	barbeque	were	delicious	.The	income	
from	this	years	event	was	greater	than	ever	and	will	as	usual	go	
towards	improving	and	adding	to	the	playing	field	equipment	and	
facilities.	A	huge	thankyou	needs	to	go	to	all	those	who	were	
involved	in	the	planning,	setting	up	and	helping	on	the	day	and	
thanks	too	to	all	who	came	and	supported	the	event	and	those	who	
weren`t	able	to	be	there	but	donated	towards	it.	

 
Appeal	for	café	volunteers	
If	you’ve	ever	enjoyed	tea	and	delicious	homemade	cakes	in	the	Pavilion	Cafe	you’ll	know	that	it’s	a	brilliant	

community	resource,	one	that’s	much	appreciated	by	customers	and	entirely	run	by	volunteers.	It’s	a	tribute	to	
the	dedicated	volunteers	we	do	have	that	we	very	rarely	fail	to	open	through	lack	of	staff	but	it	does	happen	and	
we	wish	it	didn't.	Those	of	us	who	volunteer	derive	a	great	deal	of	pleasure	not	only	from	serving	a	range	of	
simple	snacks	in	a	friendly,	welcoming	environment	with	beautiful	views	over	the	recreational	field	and	over	to	
the	Welsh	hills	but	also	from	connecting	with	local	people.	It’s	fun,	it’s	easy,	it’s	not	too	time	consuming	and	
there’s	no	pressure	so	why	not	give	it	a	try?	We	operate	a	rota	system	that	puts	you	in	charge	of	deciding	when	
you	can	offer	a	shift.	If	you’re	thinking	of	giving	it	a	go	why	not	pop	into	the	cafe	and	have	a	chat	with	one	of	our	
volunteers?	We’re	open	on	Fridays	from	12pm	-	5pm	and	on	Saturdays	and	Sundays	between	2pm	and	5pm.	
Alternatively	you	could	call	Jane	on	01829	752607	or	janecolville1@gmail.com		

Two	sunny	afternoons	to	remember	at	the	Pavilion	Café	in	2017		
	

Nicola	and	Jim	Whitelock	Wainwright		



	

ASHTON	HAYES	THEATRE	CLUB	
	
The Pitmen Painters is 

extraordinary for all sorts of reasons, 
but chief among them is the fact that 
it manages to be both a great night 
out and gravely serious. It is a funny 
play that asks big questions about 
education, culture and the working 
classes without ever being 
patronising. Lee Hall's play tells the 
true story of the Ashington Group: a 
collection of Northumbrian miners - 
and one "dental mechanic" - who, in 
1934, under the auspices of the 
Workers' Educational Association, 
employed a tutor from the local art 
school to teach them "art 
appreciation". In the years that 
followed, these men, poor and 
uneducated, learned to paint. Hall 
can be sentimental, as anyone who 
has seen Billy Elliot knows. But here, 
sentiment is kept in check by political 
reality, raw as the Northumbrian 
wind. The joshing banter of the 
miners is richly comic, while their 
determination to learn and make the 
best of their harsh lives proves 
deeply affecting. As in Billy Elliot, 
Hall insists that culture should be 
available to all and that there are 
more worthwhile things in life than 
getting bladdered down the pub or 
sitting slumped in front of the telly. 
Why should the working classes be 
forced to make do with rubbish? 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT 
www.ashtonhayestheatreclub.co.uk 

Ashton	Hayes	and	Tarvin	Flower	Club	welcomes	you	
Do	you	like	flowers	and	enjoy	meeting	people?		Why	not	join	us	for	an	evening	of	entertainment	as	you	watch	a	

skilled	flower	arranger	demonstrate	their	art.		All	arrangements	are	raffled	so	you	may	even	take	one	home	with	
you!			You	do	not	have	to	be	a	member	or	join,	just	come.	 
We	meet	in	Tarvin	Community	Centre,	on	the	second	Wednesday	of	the	month	at	7.30	p.m.,	(except	August	and	

December)	and	you	would	be	assured	of	a	friendly	welcome.	
Further	information	from	01829	740832	or		
01829	740473																																																																																																																						
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13th	September		 Jean	Hopkins																											 Apple	Tree	Flowers		
11th	October																					Jacqueline	Owen																			 A	river	runs	through	it			
8th		November																	Kathleen	Williams																	 I’m	dreaming	of	a	White	Christmas						
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10th	January																		 Dorothy	Monks																		 Inspiration	is	all	around	us												
14th	February											 to	be	arranged	
14th	March																	 Namiye	Sianga																				 A	Journey’s	tale																																																
11th	April													 Sylvia	Bower																							 All	kinds	of	everything				
9th	May																				 Sionedd	Hughes																 Turning	over	a	new	leaf		
13th	June																					 Garden	Visit	
11th	July																			 AGM		
	



	


