Around Ashton
Tickets now on sale for the Big
Tea Party Sunday, June 18,
3pm – 5.30pm
Only a few days to go to the biggest neighbourhood
street party Ashton Hayes has ever seen so please,
make sure you buy your tickets in advance to
secure your places at this unique event on the
beautiful QE II playing field on Ashton Lane.
There'll be fun, laughter, inflatables for children
and music for all. And there will be no need to
worry if it rains on the day because tea will be taken with your friends and neighbours under one
giant marquee. There will also be a brief but moving ceremony to plant a Cox's apple tree in
memory of Jo Cox, the West Yorkshire MP and mother of two young children who was murdered
on June 16, 2016.
Jo was all about combating isolation and uniting communities. In light of recent, terrible events in
London and Manchester her words, spoken just a year before her tragic death, assume an even
greater significance: "We have far more in common than things that divide us."
Tickets for the Big Tea Party are just £3 person (under 11s go free), and are available now. Buy yours at the
Pavilion Café, which is hosting the event, or at Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Community Shop.

Purchasing your tickets in advance will help the hard working band of volunteers who run the
café to plan the catering.
Your numbered ticket will cover sandwiches, cake and other tasty tea-time treats with a hot drink
for adults and squash for children. But please, do bring tea party finger food as well to share with
others in true street party style. The café will be open on the day for those who wish to buy
additional items such as ice creams, cold drinks, biscuits and crisps.
Numbers corresponding to all tickets sold will be entered into a prize draw for a hamper kindly
donated by the community shop so don't forget to keep hold of your tickets after showing them on
the gate. The winning number will be drawn at random.
Any profits from this event will be shared with St John's Church, Ashton Hayes; Ash-worth Time
Bank and the Jo Cox Foundation. Donations will be most welcome.

Grants for local students from Tarvin Educational Trust
The Tarvin Educational Trust is a charity that was established in 1955 to manage the endowment of the old
Tarvin Grammar School. Its purpose is to assist the educational needs of children of secondary age or older who
live in the Ancient Parish of Tarvin. This is an area that covers Tarvin, Kelsall, Ashton Hayes and Clotton
Hoofield, and the trust is managed by representatives from those parishes and a member of Cheshire West and
Chester Council as the local education Authority.
This assistance may take the form of financial assistance for tuition fees, books, musical instruments and travel
on approved courses.
The next round of applications should be made no later than 31st August 2017 to the Clerk of the Governors,
Mr David Cotgreave, Brown Heath Farm, Tarvin, Chester CH3 8NE, Tel 01829 740231
Not many people may be aware of the Trust, or the fact that in 1666 a local man, Mr. Pickering, founded a
Grammar School for the free education of 20 poor local children. He built the School Room and a house for the
teacher next to the church in Tarvin, and these buildings exist today as the Parish Rooms and an adjoining
cottage.
It is the rents from these and from some agricultural land in Tattenhall that provide the Trust with its modest
income (£8,000 to £10,000 per annum) and allow it to continue to support the educational needs of local young
people.
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Summer festivities on 8 July
Picnic in the Park
This year will be held on Saturday 8 July from 12.30 to
5.00 on the Recreation Field. Programmes will soon be
going on sale in the Community Shop and Café
All your favourite attractions and activities will be
there on the day .We are looking for volunteers to help
set up. If you can be there on the day and also help
clear up please let Georgina Lloyd Watts
(lloyd.auckland@btinternet.com) know. This year we
are welcoming a few craft stalls onto the field so if you
are interested please contact Mike Powers
mikepowers23@hotmail.co.uk for details.

Rose Queen procession

On Saturday the 8th of July, St. John's Church Rose
Queen procession will start from 12.15 from the
Village farm opposite the Nursery. The procession will
travel through the village to finish at the Picnic in the
Park event. If any local children or groups would like
to follow behind the vehicles on foot or bike, we
would love for the children in the community to feel
involved. They could come in fancy dress or decorate
their bike/scooter if they wish. If your child would like
to follow the procession, we would ask that they are
supervised by yourself as the roads will not be closed
for the procession.

Football Club report
The annual Ashton 5 aside competition is now for
veterans only and 10 teams took part on Saturday, 3rd
June at the Recreation Ground. After an exciting final,
the winners were Essemay from Liverpool beating last
year’s champions, Queens Park Raisins who are linked
to the Ashton first team. Ashton Vets fielded two
teams who both played well but not well enough to
make it into the semi-finals.
The event was well attended and proceeds of the
day of over £500 goes towards next seasons pitch
fees. In the Chester and Wirral League, Ashton FC
Essar were champions of division 1 by three points
and are now promoted to the premier division.
As reported earlier, they had to move to play in
Upton as were unable to always raise a team when
based in Ashton and this move seems to have paid off.
The trend in the villages, for various reasons is from
open age teams to Veterans teams such that there
were 22 teams playing last season in the league and
many others have not yet joined.
Ashton Veterans are hoping to sign a few new
younger players next season to reduce the average
age of the team. Vets football is for over 35's but three
players between 30-35 may be used to boost the team
in any one game.
Please ring Chris Moore ( 07921266397 ) or Bill
Cuthbert (07813302949 ) if you are interested in
playing next season. Training is at the Manley Village
Hall pitch.

Blooming good offer!
Why not celebrate summer with a bouquet of the
beautiful locally grown seasonal flowers that we
have in the shop? Also newly available is a range of
delicious fresh fish and we also stock small gifts for
friends and family.
As part of our Assisted Shopping scheme, for
those who do not wish to order their shopping over
the phone, but have difficulty in visiting the shop, we
can arrange for a volunteer to accompany you to
choose your goods for yourself and then to arrange
delivery to your home. Please let Timebank know on
01829 751398 if you would like to take advantage
of this.
Volunteers are continually needed by the shop for
many varied duties – we are particularly asking at
the moment if there is anyone who can help us with
updating our Health and Safety Policies. If you
have experience in this field and feel you can help
please contact our shop manager Deb on 01829
759023

Ashton Allotment
Association
As I write the allotments are benefitting from ‘some
soft refreshing rain’. It has been a strange spring,
with the ground seemingly changing from soaking to
incredibly dry in no time at all, also there have been
some very cold winds.
Despite the weather and the local wildlife, there
are some promising signs of growth and the
allotment holders are looking forward to
entertaining Garden Club members on 20th June.
All available plots are presently spoken for but if
anyone is interested in joining please call David on:
01829 752070 or email:
davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com From time to
time people move and there are places where we
could possibly squeeze a plot in.
We are now the proud owners of a new mower; so
grass-cutting worries are no longer an excuse for not
joining!
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Ashton Hayes and Tarvin Flower Club welcomes you
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people? Why not join us for an evening of entertainment as you watch a
skilled flower arranger demonstrate their art. All arrangements are raffled so you may even take one home with
you! You do not have to be a member or join, just come.
We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p.m., (except August and
December) and you would be assured of a friendly welcome.
Further information from 01829 740832 or 01829 740473
2017
14 th June
12 th July
13 th September
11 th October
8th November
10 th January
14 th February
14 th March

Garden visit
AGM
Jean Hopkins
Jacqueline Owen
Kathleen Williams
Dorothy Monks
to be arranged
Namiye Sianga

Long Acre Bunbury
Apple Tree Flowers
A river runs through it
I’m dreaming of a White Christmas
2018
Inspiration is all around us
A Journey’s tale

Scout numbers growing in
Ashton
Great news as Ashton Scouts continued to grow into
2017. This was recognised by the Scout County
commissioner with the recent presentation of a
certificate celebrating a fourth year of continuous
growth. This is no mean feat as we are currently only
operating a Scout troop.
There is every chance of this growth continuing
with the appointment of Duncan Fullerton as the new
Scout leader. Duncan has brought with him a wide
range of new and exciting activities for the young
people.
This was put into action when Ashton’s Scouts took
part in an activity camp at the Tatton Park Scout
activity centre. The weekend started in true Ashton
style by adopting the Carbon neutral principles and
travelling to and from the camp by train. At the camp
there were opportunities for the young people to take
part in a number of activities including zip wire,
canoeing, laser shooting and a wide range of other
activities.
We are looking for ways to reintroduce Beaver
Scouts and or Cub Scouts to Ashton. If there is anyone
who is interested in finding ways to achieve this aim
please contact Alan Reay.
For further information on Scouting in Ashton contact
Alan, email chilealan@btinternet.com

Pop Inn Pub to host live
music again this Saturday
The Red Red Whiners music group drew the
crowds at the last Pop In Pub and we are
delighted that they have agreed to play and
sing again in the tent on the field this
Saturday. The performance will again be led
by Sarah Powell-Barker and her small singing
group who will perform a small set during the
evening. Come along for 8-11pm and bring
your own drinks and snacks as usual.
We now have an email list of almost 100
‘members’ and use this to inform everyone
about the next event. If you would like to be
kept in the loop, please email us at
garry@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
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Parish Council News updates
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and Community
Action Plan (CAP)
1. This plan concerns the area`s future land,
building use and development over the next 20 years.
Once approved and accepted by the Cheshire West
and Chester Council [CWAC] it will be included within
their Local Plan. This means that our views should be
taken into account when planning applications and
development proposals affecting the local area are
considered.
For close to 5 years, the NP team has at each stage
consulted the wider community to ascertain the
issues of local concern and determine and consult on
potential solutions and approaches. The intent has
been to produce a NP that reflects community
aspirations whilst complying with planning
requirements. It has been important that all necessary
local and statutory consultations have been carried
out.
The work has been carried out by NP team
members who volunteered from the local community,
supported by representatives of the Parish Council.
Additionally external advice has been obtained and
assistance also provided by CWaC and by Cheshire
Community Action.
The draft plan was ready at the end of 2016 and was
submitted to CWaC to review. Once they were
satisfied that the plan met all necessary prerequisites
and was structured appropriately to address planning
matters, they appointed an Independent Assessor to
consider the draft Plan in full. The Assessor then
proposed modifications that had either to be accepted
by the NP team, or adjusted by consultation with the
Assessor and CWaC. A satisfactory outcome for all
parties was achieved and agreed changes made. The
Council then allowed the Plan to be put to a
referendum on 4th May 2017.
The referendum turn out was 29% of the residents
eligible to vote. Of those who voted, 96% voted in
favour of the Plan. The final stage is for CWaC to
consider and hopefully approve the Plan formally via
its Cabinet. This should happen at the end of June
2017. Once formally accepted by CWAC the planners
are required to consider the NP in all related planning
and land development matters for this parish.
2. The NP work identified a large number of items
outside its scope formal. To ensure these are not lost a
Community Action Programme approach has been
developed. This is a mechanism that will enable the
Parish Council to better manage the myriad of actions
and issues that local residents have identified through
the consultation process. The CAP will once in place
prioritise and determine which issues might be dealt
with and how. The Programme will also allow for the
inclusion of other local groups and organisations’
actions and priorities in relation to these matters.
Priorities for any available funding should be able to
be identified more easily in the future as a result. The
Parish Council hopes to see the CAP fully established
and operational within the forthcoming year.
3.
A copy of the CAP will be made available to all

3. A copy of the CAP will be made available to all
residents and will require ongoing review. The Parish
Council welcomes any offers from local people (as per
the recent area spring clean up exercise) who are
interested in being directly involved since the CAP
should work to the benefit of the community. Such
help will enable us to meet the range of tasks and
priorities in an effective way.

Equity housing update

Work on the housing development by the old Chapel
on Ashton Lane will begin during the week beginning
12 June 2017, we believe.
Recently there was a visit made to the local school
by representatives from Equity and Seddons to talk to
the children about safety matters concerning building
sites and about careers in construction. The children
at the school have been invited to participate in the
street naming exercise and the names suggested will
be added to the list which the Parish Council will
consider before the preferred name is sent on to the
Council [CWAC] for approval. In addition the children
are being encouraged to get involved in a poster
competition with a focus on safety on building sites.
10 posters will be selected, laminated and hung
around the site and those who created them will be
invited in for some refreshment and to be shown
around the site and have a photo opportunity with a
JCB!
The Parish Council and Equity are agreed on
holding regular liaison meetings once work
commences. These will involve Seddons the builders
too. In this was any issues could be raised before they
become crises and there can be a good flow of
information. The Parish Council will continue to have
as a standing item on its monthly agenda the Equity
development and when possible Angela Garrard who
is our liaison officer from Equity will be present to
report on progress.
Angela and colleagues from Equity will be present at
Picnic in the Park and offering information about the
development, the timescales, the process for obtaining
one of the 15 housing units and more besides.
We were delighted when Angela on behalf of Equity
offered to donate £200 towards the cost of our Big
Tea Party which is happening on 18 June on the
Recreation Field and is part of the nationwide Great
Get Together initiative to remember Jo Cox MP and to
reinforce all she stood for in terms of a united
community.

Golden Lion update

The Pub Working Group continue to meet and have
resolved to spend time completing the Business Plan,
building on the achievements of the mind mapping
activity they recently undertook and also using the
knowledge and experience of those who are skilled in
this area of business. There is a commitment also to
learn from those in other parts of the country who
have experienced a situation similar to ours where the
owner of a property seems not to be prepared to sell.
The Working Group have recently been made aware
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of a few communities such as ours who are indeed in a
similar position and are in contact with them so as to
identify any action which might be taken to encourage
the current owner to put the property and site on the
market.
The Parish Council fully support the work being
undertaken by the Pub Working Group and are
committed to making a formal approach to the current
owner about selling the Golden Lion once the Business
Plan is completed. It has also, through the Parish Rooms
Trustees agreed to take necessary steps in order to
obtain planning permission for a change of use of the
building from being a community facility to being
available for conversion to residential use. This
provision would only be utilised however when and if
the Pub was sold and the property acquired by the
community.
The Parish Council fully support the work being
undertaken by the Pub Working Group and are
committed to making a formal approach to the current
owner about selling the Golden Lion once the Business
Plan is completed. It has also, through the Parish Rooms
Trustees agreed to take necessary steps in order to
obtain planning permission for a change of use of the
building from being a community facility to being
available for conversion to residential use. This
provision would only be utilised however when and if
the Pub was sold and the property acquired by the
community.

Community Clean Up report

On Saturday May 20 and Sunday may 21 a total of 31
volunteers over the two days took part in a Community
Clean Up exercise across the Parish. Despite very poor
weather on the Saturday spirits were high and we were
all encouraged by the promise of some lovely
homemade caked and hot drinks in the Pavilion
afterwards. It was amazing what was found and where it
was located and over the two short sessions we
collected over thirty bin bags of litter [see photos].
The Parish Council are very grateful to those who gave
their time and worked so hard on this. I think most
found it a good experience as the company was good
and the impact at the end of all that had been done was
obvious. If we repeat the exercise which I think we
probably will it would be great to see still more
volunteers.
Through the pick up exercise we kept a note of issues
we were unable to tackle but intended finding out who
could. Some of these matters have already been referred
through to the Council for action and others are listed
below for your interest and action as appropriate: ·
Blocked drains
·
Overhanging hedges
·
Grass encroaching on the pavements
·
Dirty gutters
·
Moss and weeds on pavements
Apart from the overhanging hedges obstructing
pavements and footpaths one other thing we could all
help with is the removal of out of date posters and flyers
from noticeboards and telegraph poles since it makes
the village look so untidy and uncared for.

Community Speedwatch
This seems to be the focus of Police and Council
attention again and the Parish Council have been
involved in a recent meeting concerning the training
of local volunteers who would be able to contribute
to a local approach to this serious problem.
Equipment, training and support would be made
available to those wishing to assist. At the moment
we have the names of three or four local volunteers
but could do with a few more who would then join
with those from other local rural communities to
advance this initiative. If you are interested please
let the Parish Council know by emailing either Kirsty
Lowe as Clerk (kirsty@ashtonhayespc.co.uk) or
David Rounthwaite as Parish Councillor
(davidr@ashtonhayespc.co.uk)

Defibrillator
The equipment is now with the Parish Council and
we await the removal of the telephone from the
public telephone box outside the Golden Lion .The
defibrillator will then be installed there. We still
need more names of local people willing to
undertake the necessary but simple instruction in
the use of this important and potentially lie saving
equipment. We are also keen to identify someone or
more than one person willing to check on a regular
basis on the equipment to ensure the battery is
working as it should and the defibrillator remains
safe and secure. Please pass on the names of anyone
with an interest in being involved in this so that
once the defibrillator is in place we can ensure we
have people in a position to use it should the need
ever arise. Names and contact detail please to the
Parish Council Clerk, Kristy Lowe
(kirsty@ashtonhayespc.co.uk or the Chairman of the
Parish Council, Jane Colville
(janecolville1@gmail.com)

Parish Council membership
set to increase but more
welcome
The Parish Council are delighted to report
that two potential new members have indicated
an interest in joining and we look forward to
them being part of us shortly. They are being
co-opted into the Parish Council. There are still
more opportunities for this so if you are
interested in making a difference to your local
community then please ask for information
about it. This can be obtained from Kirsty Lowe
who is the clerk.
She can be contacted by email at the following
email address, kirsty@ashtonhayes.co.uk
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Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth Village Hall Association.
Villagers will have seen the Urgent Notices that have been put up around the
Village seeking someone to work with the Committee in developing a cleaning
programme for the Village Hall.
At this moment we have been unable to recruit anyone for this important task.
We need someone prepared to look after the hall so that users will know that the
Hall is ready for use when they enter.
If someone is interested but has been put off by the way the advert has been
structured please contact either Alison Ambrose 01829 752026 or Martin
Colville 01829 752607 and we will be delighted to talk through what we think is
needed and see whether we can work together.
This is a paid post with terms to be agreed.
The Association held its AGM on Tuesday 23rd May in the new Upper Room at
the Hall. It was well attended with everyone impressed with the new facility,
which is now available at £7.50 per hour. It also has tea-making facilities. As with
other bookings for the 3 rooms in the Hall, interested groups/individuals should
book the Upper Room
through Helen Rimmer at
the Post Office.
The Association are also
creating new Terms of
Booking, which will
clarify the responsibilities
of the User prior to and
r
after use of the Hall. The
ea
y
Terms will especially
he
t
n
focus on the
ri
e
t
a
responsibility of the User
il l
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n
to ensure that the Hall is
du
e
left in the condition they
on
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s
find the Hall in.
po
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The Association is in the
ve
E
:
process of looking at
SS
E
further developments
PR
P
O
both inside and outside of
ST
the Hall and we will
endeavour to keep you all
up to date with them as
they happen.
Sincere thanks from the
Trustees to all Users of
the Hall for enabling us to
continue to develop this
valuable village resource.
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