Around Ashton
Parish Council keeps Precept
increase to around £3 per house

End of an era as Alan Reay
moves on from Scouts

In January each year, the Parish Council is asked by
Cheshire West and Chester Council what level of
funding they require to operate in the next financial
year, funding for Parish Councils comes from a
precept on the Council Tax bill.
For several years now Ashton Hayes and Horton
cum Peel Parish Council have not made any increases
to this precept charge despite increasing costs and
inflation and changes at national level, which have
reduced funding from other sources such as the New
Homes Bonus, which reduced our income by over
20%. This year at our January meeting the council
voted to increase the precept and the cost of the
increase for each household, Band D and above will be
around £3 for the whole year.
By increasing the precept in this way the Parish
Council will be able to continue to support village life
and community initiatives such as AHSRA, the
community shop, the play area and café, the local
churchyard and the Parish Room Trust as well as
acting for the community in respect of local
government matters such as planning and highways.
If you have any questions at any time about Parish
Council finances or accounts you are welcome to
contact our Clerk, Kirsty Lowe,
kirsty@ashtonhayespc.co.uk.
Our annual audit also takes place between 31st
March and September and notices relating to the audit
can be found on Parish Council noticeboards and the
website www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk

The Ashton and Manley Scouts were started in 1964.
Since 1989, Alan Reay has been a mainstay of the
group but he has decided that the time has come for
him to move on. And so, Chester Scouts are looking
for someone to help the group to continue to
develop. Or, indeed, several people! At the moment
the group has 28 members, aged between 10 and16.
They meet at their headquarters in Back Lane, off
Peel Hall Lane, Ashton Hayes, and provide an active
programme, which includes hiking, camping, paddle
sports and much more.
Joanne Turner, District Commissioner for Chester
and District, says “Alan has done a great job with the
Scout group in the village and we thank him for all
his efforts over a long period. But we need to move
on so I will be glad to hear from anyone in the local
community who can join us as we provide life
changing adventure for young people in Ashton and
Manley. Support, training and advice are all
available and we can promise an enjoyable and
rewarding experience as an adult volunteer in the
Scout Movement,”

The Golden Lion Pub – we are on
the case
Work is still going on behind the scenes by the
Parish Council and the Pub Action Group to explore
ways to make progress on The Golden Lion. Due to the
sensitivities of such activity it is not possible to share
too much news at this time but as soon as there is
progress to report this will happen and local people
will be further consulted.
The Pub Action Group have now received responses
to the survey that went out from over 100 people but
it is still not too late to add your views. A survey form
can be collected from and returned to the community
shop.
You can also follow us on Facebook on the Save the
Golden Lion Ashton Hayes or Ashton Hayes Village
pages.

Neighbourhood Plan News Update
Referendum Date 4 May 2017
For information please look at the village noticeboards or the Parish Council website
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Scrabbler Ann, from Ashton Hayes, reaches a score of 80

Ann Toft (left) has lived in the village for 56 years and plays scrabble each week. Here she is playing Jane Colville.
If you listen very carefully between 7 and 10 pm every Friday night, as you wander past the Parish Rooms
nestled in the heart of Ashton Hayes you might just hear the gentle clattering of tiles being drawn as the regulars
settle down to their weekly fix of Scrabble. The club has been going for over 20 years and is run by local, Ann Toft
(left above), and Kathy Richland. Ann has lived in the village for 56 years in the same house on Peel Hall Lane and
doesn’t miss much that is going on.
Last Friday was a slightly different night as the club members held a party for Ann who turned 80 that day. Ann
has been running the club since it started, and always makes sure that the rooms are nice and warm on the cold
winter nights for the regulars who turn up like clockwork from as far afield as Warrington, St. Helens, Liverpool,
the Wirral and Chester. Ann always makes sure that there are refreshments and biscuits waiting for the players
and is always ready to help newcomers learn the format of club Scrabble.
Numbers vary from week to week, but there are on average 8 to 10 most weeks. The level of skill goes from
absolute beginners to a National Champion, so the club has something to offer everyone. Recently four of the
villagers have started attending after seeing a previous article in our magazine advertising the club. They have all
been very impressed with how warm and friendly a welcome they received and the level of help and support with
learning the game. They aren’t expected to know everything overnight, and Kathy provides everyone with a “cheat
sheet” of 2s and 3s as well as a few useful words to make the most of the big tiles such as the J, Q, X and Z.
Kathy attends with her husband Robert, who she met over a dinner table at a Scrabble tournament in Chester 10
years ago. 6 years to the day later, he proposed at the same venue, and the rest is history! They bring a bunch of
regulars from Warrington each week, and enjoy meeting up with fellow enthusiasts, who are all good friends now.
Quite a few of the club attended their Scrabble themed wedding a few years ago including Ann.
If you want any information regarding the club, please contact Kathy on 01925 816208 or 07806 774550.
Please feel free to pop along and check the club out on a Friday, the first night is always free. Or just sit in and
watch a game being played.

Dog fouling problems once again – please help to identify the culprits
Once again we seem to have a problem with dog fouling on the footpaths. Church road, Whitegate Lane and the
Playing Field too seem to be prime sites currently. It is totally unacceptable and inconsiderate and as a Parish
Council we would be keen to see action being taken via the Council [CWaC]. Photos of the offending dogs and their
owners help greatly at the point where people are being taken to task about this by the authorities so if you
witness such an offence and are in a position to get an image that will be very useful.
Just a reminder to all dog owners that free dog poo bags are in the shop for dog owners to take and that these
days all bins can be used and not just the dog bins of which we have several around the village.
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New Upper Room at Village Hall
available to hire from April

Spring arrives in the Community Shop
The dreary days of January and February are
behind us, the evenings are getting lighter and
Mothers’ Day and Easter are just around the
corner! Daffodils are beginning to bloom in
gardens around the village, blossom is appearing
on the trees and gifts for Mothers’ Day on 26th
March are waiting in the shop for you to treat your
hardworking Mum! Easter Eggs, Easter Bunnies
and Easter chocolates are also now in our shop
ready for you to purchase for your Easter weekend
celebrations. Try our new pies made using Wally's
meat and our new range of fish products from
Bebbington & Williams in Westminster Park. The shop

is as busy as ever and, as always, we are seeking
additional volunteers, whether it is serving in the
shop, stacking shelves when needed or working
behind the scenes. If you have an hour or two a
week, either on a regular basis or ‘on call’ when
required, do please contact Deb on 01829 759023
to discuss this.

Pop Inn Pub to host live music
The Pub Action group thanks everyone who has
joined us at the Parish Rooms ‘Pop Inn Pub’ over the
winter months. We have had a great turn out on the
dark evenings and the PIP was full to capacity for the
quiz nights, run by Kate Harrison. Over the coming
weeks we shall announce further PIP events, the first
one being a performance led by Sarah Powell-Barker
and a small singing group
who will perform a small set
during one of the future pop
up pub sessions.
We now have an email list
of ‘members’ and use this to
inform everyone about the
next event. If you would like
to be kept in the loop, please
email us at
garry@ashtonhayespc.co.uk

A lot has been happening at the Village Hall; with
the completion of the Upper Room the room should
be available for use/hire by the beginning of April. It
is proposed that the hourly fee will be £7.50 and
bookings for all the rooms will be made through
Helen Rimmer at the Post Office.
Anyone wanting to view the room prior to booking
should contact Alison Ambrose 01829 752026 or
Martin Colville 01829 752607.
We believe that the room will enhance the range of
facilities available within the village and further
changes are envisaged that will improve the way that
the Village Hall serves the local community.
The Committee are very aware that we have not
been able to ensure that the building is as clean as we
and the users would wish. For this reason we have
taken the opportunity to use this edition of Around
Ashton to see whether there is an individual who
would be interested in taking on this task on a paid
basis. We know that we do not have a cleaning
timescale and a specific weekly task list and any
individual coming forward would be an essential part
in developing an effective cleaning programme.
Please contact Alison or Martin initially so that we
can explain the Committee’s thinking on this
important part of the Village Hall development.
Along with the Cleaning Programme we are also
wondering if there is anyone in the Village who would
be willing to develop an on line booking system that
can ease the process of booking any of the rooms or
the Village Hall in its entirety.
Finally we were also wondering whether
walkers/dog walkers who passed the Village Hall
after the bins have been emptied would be kind
enough to put the bins back at the side of the
building. People will note that the bins are put out
and are often put away quickly but it would help the
Committee if anyone could help us in this small way.
We will try to keep everyone informed of the
ongoing developments by using Around Ashton, the
Parish Council Web Site, and notices within the
Village Hall.

Parish Council membership set to
increase but more welcome
The Parish Council are delighted to report that two
potential new members have indicated an interest in
joining and we look forward to them being part of us
shortly. They are being co-opted into the Parish
Council. There are still more opportunities for this so
if you are interested in making a difference to your
local community then please ask for information
about it. This can be obtained from Kirsty Lowe who
is the clerk.
She can be contacted by email at the following
email address, kirsty@ashtonhayes.co.uk
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Delamere Forest Nature News
Did you know around 20,000 years ago Delamere
forest was covered in an ice sheet over 300m thick?
Skip forwards a few thousand years and, as the last
Ice Age came to an end, this ice sheet began to retreat,
leaving behind a landscape dotted with lumps of ice
and covered in glacial sands and gravels. As the
climate warmed the discarded ice blocks melted,
creating indentations in the ground known as ‘kettle
holes’. It’s these kettle holes that later filled with
water and became our meres, with many of these
meres then infilling with peat to form our mosses
(also known as bogs).
Step forward to the Norman era, when the
Norman’s first created areas known as ‘hunting
forests’ within the English countryside. At this time
Delamere became part of the forests of Mara and
Mondrem. However hunting forests weren’t
necessarily covered in trees, and Delamere would
have been a mixture of meres, mosses, grassland,
heathland and woodland. However in 1812 this
changed, as work began to drain the mosses and plant
trees for shipbuilding. At the time hundreds of mosses
existed across Delamere, providing homes for all
kinds of interesting wildlife. Slowly these began to
disappear.
By the 1950s most of the mosses had been lost or
severally degraded, with many of the species that
relied on them becoming locally extinct. Then in 1998
the Forestry Commission and Natural England
decided to restore the largest of these moss lands,
Great Blakemere. The restoration work proved
successful, with lost species returning to the area.
Since then many more mosses have been brought
back to life. In 2013 the Delamere’s Lost Mosses
project began, run by the Cheshire Wildlife Trust in
partnership with the Forestry Commission, and has
over the last three years been restoring 42 sites in
and around Delamere forest, totalling 120ha. This
work is benefiting all kinds of wildlife, from moss land
specialists like the carnivorous sundew, to pool loving
dragonflies and birds like hobby’s, teal and snipe.
If you’d like to find out more or are interested in
volunteering for the project please contact Katie
Piercy (Delamere’s Moss land Officer) at
kpiercy@cheshirewt.org.uk or on 07971052162.

Ashton FC Essar top Division 1
Ashton FC Essar have continued their good form
and are top of Division 1 of the Chester & Wirral
league. To date they have won 14, drawn 1 and lost
only 3 games and need 7 points from the remaining 4
games to win the league. In contrast cup form has
been poor although they were drawn against premier
league teams and were unable to progress far in the
cups entered.
As reported in the last edition, Ashton Vets XI have
won most of their friendlies but have found the
Chester & Wirral league too strong and are bottom of
division B. Most games have been close but have been
lost late in the game, except for two draws.

Some of the lovely species in Delamere Forest. Top is
the Round Leaved Sundew and beneath sits a White
Faced Darter (Photo David Morris)

Picnic in the Park 2017…Save the Date!
This year our big event is on Saturday 8 July in
the afternoon and there will be lots of
attractions with a mix of old and new. More
information to follow but please do put the
date in your diaries now. Volunteers are
always needed, as are any ideas about how
things might be improved on. Contact can be
made via email with Mike Powers
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23 US students come to talk about
our Going Carbon Neutral project
On 8 March, Sarah Winget, Associate Professor in
the Department of Chemistry at Agnes Scott College,
Decatur, Georgia, USA and her colleague Matt Ruby,
brought 23 students to Ashton Hayes today to learn
about our Going Carbon Neutral project. They had
heard of us from the New York Times article last
August and were keen for the students to learn more
about our project as part of their Global Challenges
course. The visit began with a tour of the sports
pavilion followed by a short slide show and a
discussion session, during which Kate and Maria
provided hot drinks and pastries. After a few minutes
in the play area the group visited the community
shop. We ended the tour at the village school, where
Matt Hover, the headmaster, told the group about our
solar panels.
The Ashton Hayes Community Energy Company held
its AGM at the parish rooms on Thursday 2 March and
the Chair, Professor Roy Alexander, gave a review of the
year and David Wilson ran through the finances. Plans
for the coming year were discussed with the Board and
members of the public.

Pavilion Cafe now open on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday
It may often be too wet, cold and windy to walk or
play on our beautiful recreation field but a warm,
weekend welcome still awaits you, your family and
friends in our small but perfectly formed Pavilion
Cafe.
Delicious home-made soups, cakes and traybakes,
sandwiches and toasties are served along with hot
and cold drinks by local volunteers so why not make
a date for:
Fridays between 12pm and 4pm
Saturdays between 2pm
Sundays between 2pm and 4pm.
These are our new winter opening times which
we'll be extending come the end of March when we’ll
have some special Spring promotions from tasty
cream teas to Easter themed goodies so why not
make a date to treat yourself.

Tarvin Flower Club meetings
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting
people? Why not join us for an evening of
entertainment as you watch a skilled flower arranger
demonstrate their art. All arrangements are raffled
so you may even take one home with you! You do not
have to be a member or join, just come.
We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p.m., (except
August and December) and you would be assured of
a friendly welcome. Further information from 01829
740832 or 01829 740473.
Next demonstrations:
Wednesday April 12th Louise Jones
“ Inspired by ……”
Wednesday May 10 th Anne Russell
“ From Dogs to Dogwood”
Wednesday June 14th Garden Visit
Long Acre Bunbury (transport details from
01829740473)
Wednesday July 12th AGM and short
demonstration of kimono dressing
Wednesday September 13th Hiroko
Waring Ikebana Flower demonstration
Wednesday October 11th Jacqueline Owen
“A river runs through it”
Wednesday 8th November Kathleen Williams
“I’m Dreaming of… “

This newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes & Horton-cum-Peel Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story please
contact Jane Colville on janecolville@btinternet.com (752607) or see www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories or to download.

Time Bank volunteers raise £2,300
in just 6 months. Can you help?

OFSTED impressed by Ashton
Hayes Primary School

Volunteering - was making time to volunteer one of
your New Year's Resolutions? Would you like to get
involved in something both interesting and rewarding
but see yourself as 'time poor'?
Well, becoming a Member of Ash-worth Time Bank
might just be the answer. You can give your time as
and when you can - and it really doesn't matter if this
is an hour a week, or once every few months.
How else could you help your local Time Bank?
We now have a new and enterprising Fundraising
Team of volunteers who have raised more than £2,200
in just six months. Raffle tickets will soon be on sale
for our Grand Spring Raffle that will be drawn on
Monday, 24th April 2017. If you could help to sell a
few tickets to family and friends, please get in touch.
Tickets are £1 each and will be available in books of 5.
If you’d like to join the team to help to raise muchneeded funds or have ideas you think could help with
fundraising, we’d be really happy to hear from you.

Ashton Hayes Primary School - Ofsted Inspection
On Tuesday 28th February, Ashton Hayes Primary
School had its Ofsted inspection. The inspector was
very impressed with all that she saw and in
particular the quality of the education, the
environment and the strong partnership across the
school. The inspector was pleased to receive a very
warm welcome from children, staff and governors.
The school is delighted with the outcome of the day
and the letter from the Lead Inspector highlights the
fantastic work that has gone on since the last
inspection. The letter states that, "The school’s
motto, ‘aspire to be amazing’, is central to the high
expectations the headteacher and his staff promote
for pupils” and that "one parent summed up the
views of many when they said: ‘Ashton Hayes
provides a safe, stimulating and nurturing
environment where my child makes excellent
progress.’ “ It also stated that, “Governance is much
stronger. Governors are highly skilled and provide a
good level of challenge.” Please take the time to read
the letter, which is on the school website and the
Ofsted website.

Social Event - Indoor Games
We aim to provide opportunities for residents in our
community to get together at social events and
already have a variety of activity and social groups
that run on a regular basis. You are invited to come
along to
Ashton & Mouldsworth Village Hall on
Monday, 24th April 2.00-4.00pm
Where we will have a variety of indoor games to
play and tea, coffee and home-made cakes to enjoy.
Please let us know if you would like to come along.
There is no charge for this event. Donations for
refreshments welcome. If you have any games from
your own childhood that you could lend us for this
event, either games that can still be played or items to
put on display, please contact us.
Ash-worth Time Bank Tel.: (01829) 751398Email:
ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk

Ashton Allotment Association
welcomes new members
Thanks are due to the Secretary and Treasurer who
hosted a very social AGM in late January.
We have welcomed one new member but can still
squeeze another in – any interested diggers please call
David on: 01829 752070 or email:
davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com
As I write storm Doris is rapidly undoing the good of
the previous mild weather when, with little rain, the
plots were beginning to dry and there was more than
a hint of spring in the air!
Parsnips and artichokes are by and large harvested
but some growers have respectable shows of leeks
and broad beans.
With Easter approaching and longer days, Doris’
rain should soon dry up and plantings begin!

Parish to have access to a
defibrillator
The Parish Council have been successful in
obtaining funding to meet the costs of a defibrillator,
its protective case and some training materials. The
equipment is to be housed in its case that will be
installed in the telephone box outside the Pub. In the
event of someone suffering from a possible heart
attack it can be accessed by anyone who has had
necessary instruction in using it and it can in some
circumstances make the difference between life and
death. You cannot harm anyone with the equipment
if they are not indeed having a heart attack but you
do ideally need to have undertaken the training
/instruction in how to use it beforehand. If the
person with the equipment hasn`t had such training
then they will have access to the instructions
available with it .
We will be arranging for training to be made
available to anyone who wants to do it…please put
your names on a list which will be in the community
shop during the rest of March .We also need one or
two volunteers to check on a daily basis that the
equipment is still on [we think it’s a simple as
making sure that a green light remains on]. If
interested in taking responsibility for this can you
send your contact detail to Jane Colville [01829
752607 or email janecolville1@gmail.com
We are pleased that we have been able to obtain
this equipment .We hope we will never have to use
it but if we do then we will be prepared! There is a
similar arrangement in operation in nearby
Willington and they also are making use of the
disused telephone box.
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The Development of Affordable Homes on Ashton Lane, Ashton Hayes
[some information from Equity]
Equity Housing Group has recently purchased the site on Ashton Lane to develop 15 affordable homes. Work is
due to start on site in late March 2017 and will take approximately 12 months to complete.
The contractor chosen by Equity to build these homes is Seddon Construction Ltd. The contractor is registered
on the Considerate Constructor scheme.
The scheme comprises:
Rented:
3 x 2 bedroom 4 person houses
4 x 3 bedroom 5 person houses
Shared Ownership:
3 x 2 bedroom 4 person houses
5 x 3 bedroom 5 person houses
Lettings - Equity Housing will be working in partnership with West Cheshire Homes to allocate the new
affordable rented homes on the forthcoming development. In order to be considered for one of the homes any
interested parties will need to be registered with the local authority that can be done via
www.westcheshirehomes.co.uk. Priority in the first instance will be given to local residents who can evidence one
of the following links to the parish;
Having been a resident for 12 months immediately preceding their application.
Having been a resident previously for at least continuous 5 years.
Is in permanent employment within the parish.
Has a close family member, mother/father/sister/brother/daughter/son who have resided in the parish for at
least 5 continuous years.
Other parties not meeting the above criteria will be considered for the development should there still be
unallocated homes within 10 weeks of advertisement.
Sales - Customers would need to phone our sales line on 0161 486 7700 or email sales@equityliving.co.uk in
order to register their interest in one of the Shared Ownership properties. At the early stages, Equity would
register them on a database and then get back in touch with them when they can apply. Once prices are
confirmed, Equity will send them out an application form along with a sales brochure about the development.
Equity would also welcome input from the Parish Council, the local school and residents of Ashton Hayes to put
forward suitable names for the development for consideration by Cheshire West & Chester Council. Names will
need to be submitted to Equity [email to 'Angela Garrard' AngelaG@equityhousing.co.uk ] by Monday 1st May
2017 in order that they can be reported to the Parish Council on 8th May before being presented to Cheshire West
& Cheshire Council for a final decision.

The Parish Council position on the development on Ashton Lane
The Parish Council have taken steps to ensure that there will be opportunities at regular intervals to
talk to both Equity and the Contractor at monthly liaison meetings. This is in addition to a welcome having
been extended to Equity to our monthly Parish Council meetings. If local residents have concerns and
issues to raise then an approach can be made to one of the Parish Council members to ensure this matter
gets taken up .It is worth being aware that there are several planning conditions that have been agreed
between Equity and the Council [CWaC] which for information we have posted on the parish council
website. It is worth looking at these before lodging a complaint with the Council as such complaints will
always involve one of the Council`s planning enforcement officers and if the issue is already one that has
been agreed between Equity and the Council it might be wasteful of their limited resources.

An Easter Welcome at St John’s
Ashton Hayes
You are very welcome to join us for our Easter
services at St John the Evangelist Church in Ashton
Hayes. We are also joining with our friends from St
Cuthbert’s Church in Mouldsworth for a Walk of
Witness on Good Friday.
Our special services are:
Palm Sunday (9th April)
9.00 a.m. Holy Communion (Book of Common
Prayer) Palm Crosses given out
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion and Sunday Club
Palm Crosses given out

Maundy Thursday (13th April)
7.30 p.m. Holy Communion
Good Friday (14th April)
10.30 a.m. Walk of Witness from St Cuthbert’s to St
John’s An ecumenical event of prayer and walking.
Bring your Palm Cross!
2.00 p.m. Hour at the Cross
A time for prayer and reflection
Easter Day (16th April)
9.00 a.m. Holy Communion (Book of Common
Prayer)
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion (for all ages)
Easter eggs for children!
We look forward to seeing you.
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