Around Ashton
The Neighbourhood Plan embarks
on its final journey
During September the plan, with all its associated
papers, will be formally passed on to the Council
[CWaC]. They will consider it in full and will
undertake some further consultation prior to
appointing an independent examiner. That individual
will probably request that some changes or additions
are made. Following this, the plan will be the subject
of a local referendum in this parish. If 51% of all those
who exercise their right to vote come out as being in
favour of the plan, it will be accepted or ‘made’ by the
CwaC and will then have an influence on local
planning decisions. (In fact from the moment we send
in the current plan, CWaC planners should take our
views into their considerations).
The preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan by the
Neighbourhood Planning Team (on behalf of the
Parish Council) has taken a long time and required
hard work and patience on the part of all involved.
Those involved in this work are to be congratulated
and thanked for all the contributions they have made
to this complex exercise. The financial cost to the
Parish Council has been slight due to our ability to
secure grant funding from a national organisation that
allocated of grant funding provided by the
Government. In addition our Ward Councillor, Eleanor
Johnson has been very supportive of us and provided
additional local funding during the final stages of the
plan preparation. We don’t know how long it will take
to see the plan through to the referendum stage, as
this stage is out of our control but we shall inform
everyone of the likely timescales as soon as possible.

Five Stars for community shop
We hope all our customers have enjoyed the
summer break, - now is the time to return to
work/school and for us to put out a plea for more
volunteers to help in any way you can to enable the
smooth running of our village shop. There are many
ways in which you can help and we always need more
volunteers. Please contact Deb on 01829 759023 if
you feel you can assist.
Following an inspection on 12 th August we are
delighted to say that the shop has retained its five star
Food and Hygiene rating! An excellent achievement
and all credit to our staff and volunteers.
A date for your diaries – on Friday 14th October the
shop will be holding a wine and cheese tasting
evening in the Village Hall, sampling Tanners wines
with a member of their company present who will
introduce the range of wines being tasted. Cheese will
be from the Good Cheese Company as sold in the shop.
The evening will start at 7.30 with tickets at £10 per
person. Details will be advertised in the shop in the
near future and as numbers are limited do hurry to
get your tickets as soon as you can!

Ashton Hayes Theatre Club’s next
production will be Daisy Pulls it
Off November 17th - 19th
Daisy Meredith, the new girl, is the first scholarship
student to attend the Grangewood School for Girls.
The privileged students are determined to make
Daisy look bad using underhand tactics. Daisy goes on
an adventure with her new chum Trixie Martin to try
and save the school by cracking a secret code and
finding the treasure, however she might find more
than she bargained for.
"It's a perfectly ripping yarn." - Daily Telegraph
Tickets are ON SALE NOW at
www.ashtonhayestheatreclub.co.uk

Housing needs survey
Ashton Hayes Community Land Trust and Cheshire
Community Action are currently processing responses
to the Housing Need Survey. We have received 7
forms (plus online responses). It’s not too late to
respond. You can fill in the paper survey and return
to the Community Shop. You can also respond online
at
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ashtonhayeshousingnee
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Ash-worth Time Bank in search for cassette or CD player
Do you have a cassette or CD player you no longer need? We have a collection of audio books
and would like to be able to loan them out, together with an appropriate device to play them
on.
Our library is now open from 10.00-12.00pm every Wednesday morning at Ashton Hayes
Parish rooms. We’ve received funding from the Westminster Foundation to cover the rent of
the room over the coming year and are now looking at ways of making sure this project will be
sustainable so that the library can continue when this funding runs out. On our first morning,
we were able to enjoy the delightful cakes baked by Lily Piddington, who is volunteering her
time with the Time Bank as part of her Duke of Edinburgh award. Last week, Liz Weston very
kindly treated us to a variety of her delicious home-baked cakes. In addition to our sales of
cakes, we also have a variety of hand-made cards for sale. Over the coming months, there will
also be opportunities to learn new crafts and skills. Please check our noticeboard outside the
shop for further details. If you don’t have transport and would like a lift to the library, please
telephone our office on (01829) 751398. If you can help by baking cakes or sharing a
craft/skill, please let us know. You can call our office or email us at ashworthtime@hotmail.co.uk
Sharing Recipes and Memories
Our sense of smell is closely linked with memory. Whether it is the food we eat every day, the
food we eat on holiday, or food eaten on special family occasions or at community events, the
smell and taste of food can trigger some wonderful memories.
We would like to put together a recipe booklet of memorable foods. If you like, you can also
include a sentence or two about the memory the food evokes, or tell us who makes or used to
make the recipe you’ve chosen. Please talk to friends and family and write down your
favourite childhood and family recipes, favourite holiday foods that you’ve recreated once back
at home or any other recipes that are particularly memorable. You can either email the recipes
to us at ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk or phone us on (01829) 751398. You can call into our
office any weekday morning, apart from Wednesday, or pop along to the library at the Parish
rooms on a Wednesday morning. You don’t have to be a member in order to have your recipe
included.

St John the Evangelist – special services over the
coming weeks
Sunday, 2nd October
10.30 a.m.
HARVEST THANKSGIVING
A service for all ages. Please bring tins and packets of food as a Harvest gift for Save
The Family, a local charity that supports homeless families.
Sunday, 16th October
10.30 a.m.
MORNING WORSHIP/READERS SERVICE
A celebration and thanksgiving of Alan Dowen and Philip Goodall’s 20 years of service as Readers (lay
ministers) in this parish. Please show your support for their great work.
Sunday, 13th November
10.45 a.m.
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
We remember those who have died in war and pray for peace. The service will include the placing of wreaths at
the War Memorial and a rededication of our recently restored flag post and flag.
I do hope that you will be able to join us on these dates. You are, of course, welcome at all our other services and
events.
David Lamb (Vicar)
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Nursery … reducing the dangers
Most people will be aware of the significant traffic
problems which have built up on Church Road around
the site of the Nursery at peak times of the day when
parents are dropping off or collecting children. The
situation can become dangerous for pedestrians and
drivers too and this has been the subject of much
concern and consideration on the part of both the
Nursery and the Parish Council. The Nursery has
submitted plans to the Council [CWAC] which would
involve use of part of their field off Pentre Lane by
nursery staff for parking, freeing up the existing car
park for parents and deliveries. There have been real
anxieties expressed by local people and the Parish
Council that such a solution would not only be
encroaching on land in the green belt but that it could
be simply moving one hazardous situation from one
place to another, in this case to Pentre Lane, Duck
Lane and Kelsall Road which would likely be subject
to more traffic than it is now.
In order to obtain more information about this a
week-long trial period was agreed when the nursery
staff used the field instead of the car park .The
outcomes of this are being drawn together and will
contribute to the discussion which the Parish Council
have about this latest planning application in late
September.

Dog dirt…be more socially aware!
We have recently seen an increase in the amount of
dog dirt on pavements and bizarrely being put in bags
that are left hanging in bushes and trees - or just left
around for others to pick up! Please use the waste
bins available to you…we have several around the
village and we have free waste bags available in the
shop too. So there is no excuse for what is very antisocial behaviour on the part of a few.
As you know anyone allowing their dog to foul the
pavement or other public area could be reported to
the Council and subject to a hefty fine. The Parish
Council is very keen to see this problem resolved in
the interests of the public and is constantly looking at
different measures that might be used to improve
matters.

Litter picking….the ‘hidden army’
Thanks should certainly go to the several people
living locally who we know take the opportunity to
litter pick when walking around the village and
surrounding countryside.
It makes a big difference and is greatly appreciated
by us all. Obviously it would be best if the need for
this wasn’t there in the first place and this is surely
what we should all be aiming at for our community.
But in the meantime what they are doing is fantastic
and they deserve to be congratulated and thanked by
us all.

Eight-year-old Ashton Hayes from Brighton visited our
village in August after he discovered our names were
the same! Ashton, along with his twin brother and
family, enjoyed treats at the community café and had
fun on the play area.

Tarvin Flower Club Autumn/Winter
calendar
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people? Why
not join us for an evening of entertainment as you
watch a skilled flower arranger demonstrate their
art. All arrangements are raffled so you may even
take one home with you!
We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the
second Wednesday of every month at 7.30 p.m.,
(except August and December) and you would be
assured of a friendly welcome. Further information
from 01829 740832 or 01829 740473
PROGRAMME
Cynthia Preston Jones
It’s written in the stars
12 October2016
LynnPicken
Strictly Flowers
9 November 2016
Mark Entwistle
The colours of Christmas
11 January 2017 Sharon Nolan
Paint it Black
8 February 2017
Kate Russell
Floral Scrap Book
14tSeptember 2016
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Outcry over plans to convert the Golden Lion to 5 houses

Pub protest draws a great crowd: Ashton Hayes residents gathered on Friday 2 September to protest about the planning proposal
to convert the Golden Lion pub site to 5 houses.

The outcry from local people and those with connections to the Golden Lion at the news that a planning
application to convert it to housing has been submitted has been loud and full of passion. There was a
demonstration outside the Pub and a photo of those protesting featured on the front page of the Chester Chronicle
that week. Over 150 people have registered their concerns and the reasons why the planners should refuse this
application. Around 115 people turned out to a public meeting arranged by the Parish Council at the school on 9
September and listened to the current owner of the site and his agent and architect talk about the proposal.
Questions were asked from the floor and comments made during the meeting that allowed people to have a better
understanding of what the owner was attempting. At the end of that meeting it was suggested by his agent that
should the planning application be refused the owner might be interested in selling the pub and part of the site to
the community. This it was agreed was a conversation for another day and that we all now need to wait to hear
the outcome of the planning application.

Vets kick off in mid September
Ashton Vets season is not fully under-way as the
first league match is in mid-September. Practice
nights are on Thursday evenings at the new training
venue which is Manley Village Hall, with refreshments
in the Manley Club afterwards!
Ashton Essar, which is the open age team who now
play in Upton, have played two league games already
with one win and one defeat.
There is now a third team in the Chester & Wirral
League bearing the Ashton name and this is Ashton
Phoenix. A group of former Ashton 1st team players,
who have not signed for Ashton Essar this season,
have formed a team who will play in the Friday night
league. So plenty of football being played!
Contacts on football matters are Bill Cuthbert tel:
07813302949 and Robert Lewis tel: 07900957117.

Information displays in the
village?
The Parish Council and representatives from
community groups around the village met on 19
September to investigate the setting up of electronic
‘notice’ boards in the village. These are simple TV
screens that can run a series of village notices on a
‘looped’ display. All village organisations would have
free access to the system via a special website that
enables them to make custom display notices that are
automatically added and removed from the displays at
the appropriate times.
There are no firmed up plans as yet, but we are
considering a ‘pilot’ screen in the community shop
where people will be able to see information about
village events.
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The Ashton Allotments Association has spaces for new members
It has been another social summer on the allotments, with good yields of soft fruit, potatoes, legumes
and particularly courgettes – some slipping into ‘courmarrows’! The alottmenteers and their
produce thrive on mutual encouragement and a good dose of manure – many thanks to Stuart. The
early August BBQ, held on a wonderfully sunny day, was a great success with allotment grown salads
and deserts complementing the menu. We do have some available space so if anyone is interested in
joining please contact: davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com or phone 752070.

Grants for local students

Village Hall secures new funding

The Tarvin Educational Trust is a charity that was
established in 1955 to manage the endowment of the
old Tarvin Grammar School. Its purpose is to assist
the educational needs of children of secondary age
or older who live in the Ancient Parish of Tarvin.
This is an area that covers Tarvin, Kelsall, Ashton
Hayes and Clotton Hoofield, and the trust is managed
by representatives from those parishes and a
member of Cheshire West and Chester Council as the
local education Authority.
This assistance may take the form of financial
assistance for tuition fees, books, musical
instruments and travel on approved courses.
The next round of applications should be made no
later than September 21st 2016 to the Clerk of the
Governors, Mr David Cotgreave, Brown Heath Farm,
Tarvin, Chester CH3 8NE, Tel 01829 740231.
Not many people may be aware of the Trust, or the
fact that in 1666 a local man, Mr. Pickering, founded
a Grammar School for the free education of 20 poor
local children. He built the School Room and a house
for the teacher next to the church in Tarvin, and
these buildings exist today as the Parish Rooms and
an adjoining cottage.
It is the rents from these and from some
agricultural land in Tattenhall that provide the Trust
with its modest income (£8,000 to £10,000 per
annum) and allow it to continue to support the
educational needs of local young people.

The Village Hall Committee are delighted to inform the
residents of Ashton Hayes and Mouldsworth that they
have been successful in obtaining a grant from the
Williams Family Foundation in the region of £31,000 to
enable the fitting out of the upstairs room, the upgrading
of the heating system and the commencement of work on
the wall in the main hall that is subject to dampness.
Discussions with users and the PCC has meant that we
will be investigating the installation of a Fire Door and
Entrance to the new upper room via the playing field. At
the same time we are trying to ensure that there is
sufficient daily storage in the building for all the user
groups.
Further developments to continue the improvement of
the building for the long-term benefit of the Ashton and
Mouldsworth communities are also in the early stages of
planning.
It is hoped that the proposed work will commence
shortly and further information regarding the projected
work timetable and how it affects all the present users
will be provided to all interested parties via the Parish
Council website and direct contact.

The Pub Action group thanks
everyone who has joined us
at the Pavilion ‘Pop Inn Pub’
over the summer months. We
have had a great turn out on
the sunny evenings. We now
have an email list of
‘members’ and use this to
inform everyone about the next event. If you
would like to be kept in the loop, please email us
at garry@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
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Presents a

Wine Tasting Evening
Hosted by

Friday October 14th at 7.30pm
Ashton Hayes Village Hall
Tickets £10
Including light refreshments
Available at the shop
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