Around Ashton
WI Hall site to go for auction?
As you know the Parish Council together with the
embryo local Community Land Trust has been in
discussions over the months with the WI to purchase
the site and thus keep it within the community for
community use.
The WI discovered in 2014/2015 that they own the
site and negotiations with them in respect of this
have since taken place, which have explored a range
of options. Our Ward Councillor, Eleanor Johnson, has
been very supportive in trying to ensure that council
[CWaC] funding be made available for the purchase of
the site and this would be with a planned intention of
developing it to provide a small number of affordable
homes for young people and their families. This
necessary funding has taken a time to secure as
approvals have to be given for its release and the case
has to be well made if it is to become available to us
as a community.
The WI has decided they cannot wait for CWaC to
complete the necessary procedures to gain the
permission to spend the money on the site. As a
result the WI has now decided to sell the site at a
public auction in July. If a private developer
purchases the site it will be lost to the community
forever. The Parish Council and Community Land
Trust remain keen to retain the site for the
community. Discussions with CWaC are ongoing but
may not be complete before the auction takes place.
We are therefore appealing for any individuals
within the community who would wish to assist the
Parish Council and Community Land Trust with the
necessary short-term finance in order to allow the
purchase of the site by the community. If you feel you
can help can you please contact Jane Colville (Parish
Council Chair) 01829 752607
jane@ashtonhayespc.co.uk or Kate Harrison
[Chairman of Community Land Trust Steering Group]
Tel 01829 751696 kate.harrison2@btopenworld.com
as a matter of urgency.

Would you like to be a Trustee
of AHSRA?
The trustees of Ashton Hayes Sports and
Recreation Association would like to recruit one
or two new trustees to have oversight of the
running and strategic development of the
Association (which owns and runs the recreation
field). People with some legal or para-legal
background would be particularly welcome. The
role is not very time-consuming - the trustees
normally meet just once a year.
If you are interested please contact Andrew
Garman on andrewgarman2@gmail.com.

Pop Inn Pub pulls in 75 members
in its first month of opening
We are delighted
with the support
the Pop Inn Pub has
generated in the
past month. The
initiative was set up
by the Pub Action
Group and has the
support of Ashton
Hayes Sports &
Recreation
Association and the
Parish Council. The
idea is simple – to
provide a meeting
place where adults and children can socialise every
other Friday in summer.
Lifetime membership is £2 for adults and kids are
free - and we also ask for a donation each time to
cover the costs of electricity and cleaning at the
pavilion venue.
We can’t sell alcohol and so we ask folk to bring
their own (which makes it cheaper for everyone!).
Families can also dispense with childminding costs as
the kids can run around on the field and in the
playground.
Thanks to everyone for their support. Next event is
7pm on Friday 17 June.
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Neighbourhood plan update
Thank you to all of you for your comments and
contributions to the final local consultation that we
undertook locally through our Neighbourhood
Planning Team. We have read all responses and
assisted by our independent consultants [Cheshire
Community Action] have made adjustments to the
plan policies and other sections of the papers where
this was necessary. We have also prepared a paper
which reports on the comments made and where
appropriate provides a response. This paper, which is
being finalised, will be ready for publication very
soon. A paper copy will be delivered to all who sent
comments manually and an electronic version will be
sent to all who forwarded their comments to us on
line. The paper will be placed on the Parish Council
website [Neighbourhood Planning section] and
paper copies made available in the shop, café and
parish rooms.
We are finalising sections of the plan and once this
is concluded it will be sent to the Cheshire West and
Chester Council, which will consider it in greater
detail. There will be a six-week period during which
CWaC will publicise our submission and accept
further representations. The outcomes will then be
passed to an independent examiner.
He or she will consider the plan and the outcomes
of all the consultations and will make changes
/request changes to the plan. He/ she will be
considering the plan in the context of national
planning policy and regulations and also the policies
by which CWaC are underpinned locally.
The final stage will be a referendum of residents,
arranged by CWaC. If 50% of those voting vote in
support of the plan then it will be approved or what
is termed “made”. It then should be taken full account
of by the Council when planning applications are
being considered or policies created at Council level.
It will become a “ material consideration” to any
decision making in the future.

Picnic in the Park on 9 July 2016
Plans are in place for another fun packed day on July
9th when Gemma Connery will be crowned Rose Queen
2016 and will then open the Picnic in the Park
Celebrations. Watch out for the publicity posters in the
village and most importantly for the Rose Queen
Procession as they pass through the village from 12:15
p.m.
The children would love to see your waves and smiles
as they travel in the splendid vintage vehicles and
decorated trailer. Do come out to see them and follow
the procession to the Recreation Field.
The St John’s Grand Draw has many good prizes to
win so please take a look at the list on the raffle tickets
and support our fund raising - remember you need to be
in it to win it.We will also have a special Rose Queen
Service in Church onSunday, 10th July at 10.30am.

Ashton Hayes and Horton-cumPeel Community Land Trust.
The Trust currently has about 60 members.
Application forms can be collected and returned in
the Community Shop. The cost is £1 for lifetime
membership.
The steering committee recently had our second
consultancy day, funded by the National CLT
Network, to discuss the best form of legal
constitution. Our adviser also joined us for a meeting
with officers from CWaC, to discuss how they could
work with the Parish Council and CLT to jointly
deliver projects to benefit our community and
support the Council's local plan. One project could be
an affordable housing scheme, which would enable
young families to stay in the village, for people who
need to downsize or who may need specialised
accommodation. Such a scheme could offer homes to
rent or part purchase (shared equity) or discounted
purchase where the discount is also applied to future
sales. Self-build is also an option. Allocations through
the CLT can give priority to local connections. CWaC
Planners have indicated that they are happy to work
with the CLT. Profits from any CLT scheme are
retained in the community to support future
projects and to help in maintaining or developing
other community aims. Investing in such projects
now can have long-term benefits for our village and
residents.

HomeSpun Open Mic Nights
Last month saw the first of a series of Open Mic
Nights in the village hall. This was a wonderful night
of local singers and musicians and a few even
travelled from further afield to play in the lovely
intimate atmosphere of our village hall.
The space was transformed into a night venue with
curtains and low lighting and bar style seating. There
was a wide range of music from traditional folk to
contemporary pop. Ed Feely brought his vintage chip
van and served delicious hot chips and there was a
well-stocked bar at very reasonable prices.
The new venture is called ‘HomeSpun’ to attract
local homegrown talent, with an emphasis on
informality and a nice relaxed atmosphere in which to
share music. This is not to be confused with karaoke,
where people perform to a soundtrack; all
performances are live, and performed either
accompaniment or a cappella. Songs can be your own
material or cover versions and all ages are welcome.
The next Open Mic night will be announced soon
and everyone is welcome to come to enjoy the
evening. If you are a musician or singer and want to
perform you can just turn up on the night and put
your name on the list.
The hall was literally bursting at the seams at the
last time, so I would suggest you come early to get
good seats. Admission is £2 on the door. For more
information, tel Sarah 078909 20531 or
email gospart@hotmail.com “
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Ashton Hayes War Memorial
At our annual Service of
Remembrance, we solemnly read
out all of the names recorded on the
village’s War Memorial: Frank Astle,
Ernest Bailey, Thomas Brown ... and
so on. It is a practice that has gone
on for as long as I can remember
(and probably much longer than
that) and yet, very little has ever
been known about the men whose
names have become so familiar to
all of us over the years.
In November 2015, a teacher at one of our local
schools asked the members of his class to see what
they could find out more about the names listed on
their village war memorials but here, in Ashton
Hayes, this was a daunting task because, apart from
the names, nothing was known about the men listed.
However, David Case, the grandfather of one of the
boys and a man with approximately 60 years of
experience of genealogical research under his belt,
grasped the project with both hands. Initially David,
who does not live in the area, made rapid progress
but he soon reached the point where local knowledge
and feet on the ground were required – which is
when I became involved.
At first sight, David’s initial questions seemed a
little odd – “Who selected the names to be included
on the memorial?” and “Why were those names
selected?”
Like many others no doubt, I had assumed that
there were two main criteria for names to be included
on the memorial: that the men were born or lived in
the village and that they had been lost in battle or
died as a result of wounds sustained – the results of
David’s early investigations had already
indicated that this was certainly not the case.
The memorial, which originally stood in the middle
of the village diagonally opposite the Golden Lion,
was unveiled and dedicated on 7th August 1920. The
ceremony was conducted by Revd A J Crawford, who
was the vicar of Ashton Hayes at that time, but it is
noted that the vicar of Kelsall, Revd J Gardner, and
Major Ernest Johnson were also in attendance. The
memorial itself cost £200 and was surrounded by
metal railings: we don’t know where the money came
from but it is likely that the majority, if not all, was
donated by the Johnson family. It was moved to its
current site adjacent to the church on 1st June 1964.
We have now, more or less, concluded our
investigations and the information that we have
discovered is gradually being added to the church
website but there are still gaps in our knowledge.
Please do visit the website
(http://ashtonhayes.church/parish-history/warmemorial/) and take a look and if you have any other
information about any of the men listed or if you have
any photographs please do let us know. You can
contact David and myself via
memorial@ashtonhayes.church or you will see me
around in the village. - Alan Dowen

Village Hall improvements and
repairs in the pipeline
At the Open Meeting held in January 2016 the
representatives of the Village Hall Committee agreed
that they would try to keep the Village and Users of
the Hall up to date with the developments that were
being proposed and would eventually be completed
on your behalf.
At that meeting Peter Johnston Chairman reported
that he held real hopes that the next phase of work in
the hall would be carried out in the summer of 2016.
While this would seem optimistic it is still hoped that
an application to a local trust fund will give us the
resources to complete the upstairs meeting room,
upgrade the heating and install sound proofing in the
roof to enable the 3 rooms to be used independently
at the same time by different organisations, in the
later part of this year.
We also recognised that the main hall has issues
with damp especially on one of the walls, which
affects its attractiveness to potential users, and this
also is to be addressed in the work to be carried out.
We have been pleased however in the growth of use
by a variety of users, which is helping, to balance the
books after a long period when the hall had been
losing money.
Our thanks must also go to the Janis Anderson
School of Dancing for their continued support,
without them the hall would not have been able to
continue in a financially viable manner.
We will continue to inform villagers via Around
Ashton and the Parish Council website about the
ongoing changes to the hall and any work timetables
that may affect the way users are able to access the
hall. Village Hall Committee June 2016.

Ashton football club season ends
The season finished last Saturday, 4th June, with
the Annual 5 aside competition in which ten teams
took part at the Recreation Field in superb weather
conditions.
Proceeds of the day, of about £450, will contribute
to next season’s expenses for the Ashton Vets team.
The winners were Queens Park Raisons who defeated
Ashton School Old Boys in the final. Scores were level
after extra time so a penalty shoot-out was required.
The winners are players from Ashton FC 1st team
during the league season.
In the final run-in to the season both Ashton teams
faded a little, it has to be said. The 1st team had
hoped to get to a final but were beaten by Elton
Athletic in the semi-final of the Cayzer Shield and
finished 7th in their league. The Vets found their 1st
year in the Vets league very enjoyable and had a
number of wins however eventually finished in the
lower reaches of the division and are determined to
do better next season.
Contacts for football matters are Bill Cuthbert tel:
07813302949 and Robert Lewis tel: 07900957117
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Please help us with our new
Housing Needs Survey

Community shop news and
services to make your life easier

To demonstrate the need and support for an
affordable housing scheme, the PC and CLT have also
been working with Cheshire Community Action to
design a housing needs questionnaire. Although
there was a similar survey for the Neighbourhood
Plan, CWaC are very keen to have the most recent
information. It is very important that we get a good
level of returns for this survey, as it will inform
future projects and also help the PC to respond to
any potential commercial developments. If your
household is likely to have a change of housing need
in the next 1 - 10 years, PLEASE complete the
survey. It could be for young people growing up who
would like to stay in the parish, family members who
have moved away due to lack of affordable
housing, those who work in the parish and anyone
who can foresee a need for smaller or specialised
housing in the future. CLT housing projects are
designed with the community and for the community
so this is a chance to influence the future in Ashton
Hayes and Horton-cum-Peel. The survey can also be
completed online.
Contact Kate Harrison (Chair of CLT Steering
Committee) for more information. 01829
751696 kate.harrison2@btopenworld.com
Follow us on FaceBook Ashton Hayes Community
Land Trust.

Prize Draw - if you spend over £10 in the shop at
any one time you will be entered into a prize draw for
the relevant month for vouchers to use in the shop!
A Reminder – we run an Assisted Shopping Scheme
for anyone who is housebound, whether permanently,
or temporarily due to an accident or illness. You will
be telephoned every Tuesday morning to see what
you require and this will then be delivered to you on
Wednesday afternoon. Alternatively, if you wish to
come into the shop to choose your own items but have
difficulty carrying things home, these will be added to
the delivery list for Wednesday afternoon. If you
would like to register your name, know of anyone who
would benefit from this or would like to find out more
about the scheme please contact either Caroline at
Timebank on 01829 751398 or Deb our shop
manageress on 01829 759023.
A Request – we are in need of a paper boy/girl to do
a round early in the morning. It is a paid position and
you must be over thirteen to do this. Please contact
Deb on 01829 759023 for further details.
Volunteers - As always we require volunteers to
carry out the many tasks that make up the successful
running of our Community Shop. This is a happy and
friendly band of people so do please consider if you
can help with any of these tasks, but one that is
particularly urgent is cover in the shop itself to help Deb
between 8.00 and 9.00 in the morning. Please contact
Deb for further information.

Dogs barking…noise nuisance
Normally any reference to dogs made in Around
Ashton have been requesting that due consideration
be given to other local residents have all been to do
with dog fouling. This time however we would like to
ask those dog owners whose dogs bark continually to
take positive action to remedy this so that it no
longer becomes something neighbours are disturbed
by and their lives affected in a negative way. The
Council and RSPCA will accept reports of instances of
this and will intervene in situations in which the
noise and nuisance factor is serious. We know we
have some situations currently in the village where
this has become a real issue and would ask that every
step that can be taken to minimise this problem be
done before more formal action is required.

Shuttle Bus time changes
The shuttle bus which is currently available on a
bookable basis 3 times a week and which transports
people from Ashton Hayes to Chester and back is
changing its days of operation from Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays to Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays as from 27 th June. The Council are
understood to be informing in writing all residents
who are regular users of this service and are putting
the information about the changes on noticeboards.
We will ensure they also go on the PC website and
wherever people congregate and seek information.

Scouting for leaders
If you ever wondered about becoming a leader in
Scouting and wondered what is involved. I am sat in a
Minibus in Derbyshire looking in the sunshine over
Derbyshire’s dark peak. No Scouts currently with me.
Where are the young people? They have just
descended Giants Hole, which will take them some
300 feet underground along a pothole system before
crawling back to the surface along a streambed. Well
someone has to do the difficult jobs!
The job gets harder as on the next day you have to
spend a sunny day in Anglesey sorting out a campsite
for a coasteering weekend planned for July.
Seriously all the hard work pays off when all of our
14 young people competing in Cheshire Scouting’s
recent ‘Cheshire Hike’ competition completed the twoday course and start talking about the next time.
Congratulations to them all. Or as today the young
people return to the surface from the pothole cold,
wet, muddy and laughing.
The enjoyment, excitement and sense of
achievement from supporting the young people as
they develop into some of the finest young people it is
a pleasure to know becomes addictive in the best way.
Vacancies are available for all to join this enjoyment at
all levels and to suit people’s life styles.
For further information contact Alan:chilealan@btinternet.com

Community Energy Company
installs second bank of PV on
school roof

Over the Spring Bank holiday, Ashton Hayes
Community Energy Company (AHCEC) successfully
arranged for the installation of a second bank of
solar photovoltaic panels on the primary school roof.
The new panels will generate over 14kw of green
energy for around 25 years. The school will benefit
from a long-term free electricity supply, saving on
running costs, while our not-for-profit AHCEC will
benefit from Feed-In-Tariff (FiT) income and reduce
our carbon emissions. The cash generated from FiTs
will be reinvested in future community energy
schemes.
The installation was not straightfoward, as it
required Scottish Power Energy Networks (SPEN) to
connect a new low-voltage line to the Church Road
electricity network. AHCEC kept the costs of this
work as low as possible by digging and backfilling a
new cable trench that runs along the grass verge to
the right hand side of the school driveway.
AHCEC would like to thank everyone for their help
and support with the installation. The school team Matt Hover, Diane Stubbs and Doreen Salt were
incredibly flexible, Dominic McDermott of
Nettleridge construction provided the digger and
support when needed and the SPEN team, led by
delivery engineer Carlos Javier Martinez de Ilarduya
Mugarza provided wonderful customer service.
Raine & Shine (Graeme Raine and Kate Monkman)
carried out the panel installation on budget and on
time and coordinated the scaffolding.
The AHCEC board members also deserve
recognition for the hours of volunteer effort that
went into the project.

Job vacancies Ashton Hayes
Primary School
We are looking for an admin assistant to work in
our friendly but busy school office every Friday
starting from the 1st July. Hours will be 8.15am to
4.15pm (although there is some flexibility with these
hours). Our Bursar works Monday to Thursday,
therefore the applicant needs to be able to work on
their own initiative. The role will including collating
our weekly newsletter, answering the telephone,
being the first point of contact for visitors to the
school, collating school meals for the day and admin
support for our Headteacher and staff. A knowledge of
SIMS and Tucasi Cash Office would be useful although
training can be provided. At busy times there may be
extra hours available.
Midday Assistants needed
We are looking for a midday assistant to join our
school team. A midday assistant is key to ensuring
that the pupils are fed in a friendly and safe
environment and get the best out of their lunch time
break. A midday assistant post is a fantastic
opportunity to gain experience of working with
primary school children. Midday assistants ensure
the friendly, effective and efficient service of lunch in
the dining area. They have responsibility to monitor
games areas, playgrounds and other activities. The
school can provide opportunities to undertake first
aid, safeguarding and other relevant training which
could open further employment opportunities to
progress with the school structure. It is a wonderful
opportunity to ensure that all the pupils in Ashton
Hayes Primary School experience an enjoyable and
structured lunchtime.
If you know anyone who may be interested please
ask them to contact school on 01244 981418 or
admin@ashtonhayes.cheshire.sch.uk.

Ashton Hayes and Tarvin Flower
Club welcomes everyone
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting people? Why
not join us for an evening of entertainment as you
watch a skilled flower arranger demonstrate their
art. All arrangements are raffled so you may even
take one home with you! We meet in Tarvin
Community Centre, on the second Wednesday of
every month at 7.30 p.m., (except August and
December) and you would be assured of a friendly
welcome. Further information from 01829 740832 or
01829 740473
PROGRAMME
13 th July 2016
AGM and demonstration
14 th September 2016
Cynthia Preston Jones It’s written in the stars
12 th October 2016
Lynn Picken Strictly Flowers
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