Around Ashton
Neighbourhood Plan now enters
final stage

Grants for local students available – but
apply by 8th April!

The Neighbourhood Plan Group has now concluded
the final draft consultation period with the public. We
had a fairly low response rate this time despite us
trying in several different ways to encourage people
to complete the feedback forms and return them to us.
The next step is for Cheshire Community Action
(CCA), an independent organisation that is skilled in
this area of activity, to consider comments made
during the recent consultation. CCA will then advise
the Neighbourhood Planning Team who will inform
the Parish Council of the changes and additions
required in the final plan.
Once this is all completed, the final NP plan will be
passed to the Borough Council who will judge
whether it is in a fit state to be assessed by an
independent examiner.
Part of this process will include further consultation
that the Council itself will undertake.
The independent examiner will look carefully at the
full process undertaken and check it has been carried
out correctly. He or she may well make suggestions
regarding the plan and then will recommend to the
Council that the plan goes out to a local referendum in
which local residents will be invited to participate in.
In order for the plan to be finally accepted or ‘made’,
as it is termed, we will need more than 50% of those
voting in the referendum to vote in favour of the plan.
Once the plan is accepted and ‘made’, the Council
[CWAC] will have to consider our NP when making
future policy decisions and any when making
decisions that affect this area and community. This is
why the plan is such an important document. Our
community’s views will be heard.

The Tarvin Educational Trust is keen to provide
grant support for students needing financial
assistance for tuition fees, books, musical
instruments and travel on approved courses.
The Tarvin Educational Trust is a charity that was
established in 1955 to manage the endowment of the
old Tarvin Grammar School. Its purpose is to assist
the educational needs of children of secondary age or
older who live in the Ancient Parish of Tarvin. This is
an area that covers Tarvin, Kelsall, Ashton Hayes and
Clotton Hoofield, and the trust is managed by
representatives from those parishes and a member of
Cheshire West and Chester Council as the local
education Authority.
This assistance may take the form of financial
assistance for tuition fees, books, musical
instruments and travel on approved courses.
The next round of applications should be made
no later than April 8th 2016 to the Clerk of the
Governors, Mr David Cotgreave, Brown Heath
Farm, Tarvin, Chester CH3 8NE, Tel 01829
740231
Not many people may be aware of the Trust, or the
fact that in 1666 a local man, Mr. Pickering, founded a
Grammar School for the free education of 20 poor
local children. He built the School Room and a house
for the teacher next to the church in Tarvin, and these
buildings exist today as the Parish Rooms and an
adjoining cottage.
It is the rents from these and from some
agricultural land in Tattenhall that provide the Trust
with its modest income (£8,000 to £10,000 per
annum) and allow it to continue to support the
educational needs of local young people.

Well done to Natalie Meara, Lesley Groves and Lauren Colville who held a craft morning at the pavilion recently.
The cafe was running at the same time so while the children were busy making origami flowers, decoupage eggs
and solid oak bird boxes the parents could relax with a tea or coffee and a piece of cake. As it turned out most of the
parents wanted to join in too! It was a real success. The main reason behind it was purely for enjoyment but some
of the money raised will be going towards the church fundraising.
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Fancy being on the Parish Council?
There are two vacancies now on the Parish Council
due to Garry Charnock and Trevor Scadeng leaving
after many years of service. In both cases we would
like to express our sincere thanks for their service to
the Parish. We also wish them well for the future.
Garry has agreed to continue to do the layout for
Around Ashton and will now focus on supporting the
Ashton Hayes Community Energy Company.
We will be advertising shortly for their
replacements so please look out for this on the
village website and the notice boards. In the
meantime if you have any interest at all in putting
yourself forward please let one of the existing Parish
Councillors know or email
kirstylowe@ashtonhayespc.co.uk or mobile 07947
295395.
Being on the Parish Council allows you to deal with
local issues and be involved in shaping and
supporting local initiatives and developments. We
need people prepared to put some time in and with a
commitment to the Parish and the local people.
Training and support is available and you will be one
of a group of eleven members plus our Clerk, Kirsty
Lowe.

Volunteers needed for a Community
Speedwatch programme
Cheshire
Constabulary is
looking into the
possibility of setting
up a Community
Speedwatch program
for all of the parishes
within the Gowy
Ward.
If you feel that your
area would benefit
from such a program
and would like to get
involved as a
volunteer please email Steve Edmonds with the
following information:
•
•
•

Your name.
Telephone number.
And the Parish you are wishing to
volunteer for

to
steve.edmonds@cheshire.pnn.police.uk

£1000 fine will be imposed if you allow
your dog foul the village pavements,
footpaths and streets

Action on speeding through the Parish

There has been yet
another spate of a few
inconsiderate dog
owners allowing there
dogs to foul the
pavements, footpaths
and streets and not pick
up and dispose of the
mess afterwards. Surely
everyone now knows
that fouling presents a
serious health issue
associated with dog
faeces, apart from the
sheer unpleasantness of it all.
The Parish Council receives many complaints
about this and would ask everyone to show some
respect for others and follow the example of the
majority who pick up the poo. There is no excuse as
there are now free poo bags in the shop and plenty of
disposal bins around the village.
There is a fine of up to £1,000 for someone
allowing their dog to regularly foul public places and
the Parish Council will have no hesitation in alerting
the Chester West and Chester Council to anyone it is
aware behaves in this way.
If you see pink chalk spray surrounding a deposit
you will know its been spotted and marked and that
there will be people watching to see who the culprit
is. We are in contact with CWAC and they have asked
that we report to them anyone seen allowing this
inconsiderate behaviour.

Seven years ago the Parish Plan consultation
exercise identified road safety and excessive vehicle
speeds through our village as key concerns for a
majority of residents. Those concerns very much
remain with us.
In response, initiatives by both the Parish Council
and local authority have resulted in the flashing speed
warning indicators and other safety improvements.
However, despite these measures, the majority of
vehicles passing through the village are still breaking
the 30mph speed limit – and by a significant margin.
A recent week-long traffic survey, carried out on
Church Road adjacent to the Village Hall and on
Gongar Lane, recorded an aggregated average vehicle
speed of 38mph on
Church Road and,
more worryingly, that
only some 10% of
vehicles are obeying
the legal limit. There
were significant
problems on Gongar
Lane too.
This matter presents a real danger for us all.
As you will see from the poster we have included in
this newsletter (and above) the Police are seeking
volunteers from different villages and parishes to be
involved in speed checking using equipment designed
for this purpose.
If you are interested in being involved please let PC
Steve Edmonds know using the contact detail on the
notice included here. This would be part of a staged
approach to this issue.
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Café open over Easter Weekend

Ashton Football Club doing well in 2016

Now the days are longer and the weather warmer
we have decided to move to extended opening of the
café. This will happen as from Thursday 31 March
when the café will open from 12.00 to 5.00. Fridays
will be the same and on Sundays we will open from
2.00 to 5.00.
For the Easter weekend we will aim to be open on
the Good Friday, Easter Sunday, and Easter Monday
from 2.00 to 5.00. We hope you will drop in and
make good use of your café both over Easter but
generally too.
We really do need some additional volunteers as
it is very hard to ensure that there are two
volunteers on duty all the hours we are open
especially during the spring and summer period
with the extended hours.
There are all sorts of roles for volunteers and you
can do as much or as little as you like. Our
volunteers include men and volunteers range range
in age from 18 years onwards. If you are at all
interested please let us know…drop into the café
and leave your contact detail with the volunteers on
duty.

Ashton FC first team are having a very good season.
With five league matches still to be played, they lie
6th, out of 12 teams, in the 1st division of the Chester
& Wirral League.
The last two weeks of March will see cup matches
being played with the quarter finals of the Cayzer
Shield and the round of the last 16 in the TG trophy, so
there are high hopes of silverware after several good
cup victories so far.
Ashton Veterans are getting used to life in the new
veterans league in which they are also mid-table.
Apart from league and cup games, they still play
friendlies against teams who haven't joined the league
so there is good variety of games played and strength
of opponents.
The annual five-aside competition will take place at
the end of May or early June...date yet to be fixed.
Anyone wishing to play in the 1st team (open age)
please contact Robert Lewis -tel: 07900957117 or the
VETS (over 30) contact Bill Cuthbert - tel:
07813302949 or Chris Moore tel: 0791266397

Cricket call: If you
look on our PC website
or noticeboards you
will see some
information about a fun
cricket match being
held on 12th June in the
afternoon in Manley.
We need someone prepared to pull a team of 6
together [it has to include at least one under 12
years and at least one female too]. Please look at the
detail on the PC website and noticeboards and let
either Kirsty Lowe, Clerk, or Jane Colville know of
your interest as soon as you can
kirstylowe@ashtonhayespc.co.uk or
www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk.

Spare plots available in Willow
Hayes allotment area
Now approaching our 7th year of operation and
enthusiasm still remains strong. We are located at the
end of Willow Hayes and currently have 16 members.
The plots are modest in size, 7m x 5m, so not too
overbearing, although there are opportunities to
expand by sharing a plot or taking a 2nd plot.
The attraction of picking your own vegetable and
soft fruit plus the fellowship with other 'diggers' has
created an excellent camaraderie. Costs are modest
and an annual BBQ features strongly on the calendar.
We now have a supply of farmyard manure;
available on request. There are still a couple of spare
plots...come along, have a look and chat.
Contact the chairman: David Rounthwaite
(davidrounthwaite@hotmail.com or 01829 752070)

Scouts go Scuba diving, create ‘Ashton Sparrow Street’ and take
the train to Cosford Air Museum
The winter has been a busy time at Scouts. We started 2016 with a number of our
Scouts having a go at Scuba diving at the Northgate Arena. They all took to the
opportunity like, if I dare say, “ Ducks to Water”. From under water to into the air with
Scouts visiting Cosford Air Museum to complete the Air Activities badge. We used this
trip to follow the Carbon Neutral ideals of the village by travelling by train.
At the scout hut we were looking at a community based programme. Reading
the District Plan a number of areas were noted. These included the
requirement for affordable housing for first time occupiers. It was also seen
that a number of bird species were at threat. Further research showed the
need for accommodation for sparrows. According to the RSPB sparrows are a
community bird that likes to nest in groups. With these in mind we have
created Ashton Sparrow Street with time spent making a number of bird boxes
and placing them on the hut in a row together. This will fit in with the Scout
Naturalist badge and work towards the John Muir Award. Our Young leader
group have recently spent an exciting weekend of training to help them
develop within the group. This year we have 14 members taking part in the Annual Hiking competition
somewhere in Cheshire. Good luck to them.
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Shop starts ‘Wine of the Month’ offer

Our wines in the shop are proving popular so we
shall now be having a different ‘Wine of the Month’
each month at a discounted price. The March wine is
Spanish and is being sold at £7.95 per bottle rather
than £8.95
We are also delighted to introduce our new Ashton
Hayes Wine Club that will feature six wines or twelve
bottles every other month from different parts of the
world at an excellent discount. Each pack will include
tasting notes and information on all wines. This
month is a South American selection – six bottles for
£45 (saving £10) or twelve bottles for £85 (saving
£25). Do come into the shop and see for yourselves!
The shop relies on our loyal band of volunteers and
more are always needed so, if you feel you can give
some time to help out in any way, please contact our
Manager Deb Deynem on 01829 759023.

Second set of PV panels for
school roof

An Easter welcome for everyone at
St. John’s Church Ashton Hayes

You are very welcome to join us for our Easter
services at St John the Evangelist Church in Ashton
Hayes. This year we are also joining with our friends
from St Cuthbert’s Church for a Walk of Witness on
Good Friday.
Our special services are:
Palm Sunday (20th March)
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Palm Crosses given out
Maundy Thursday (24th March)
7.30 p.m.
Holy Communion
Good Friday (25th March)
10.30 a.m.
Walk of Witness from St Cuthbert’s,
Mouldsworth to St John’s
An ecumenical event of prayer and
walking.
Bring your Palm Cross!

Ashton Hayes Community Energy Company will soon
be installing a second bank of solar PV panels on the
school roof. The installation will not only provide the
school with more free green energy but also generate
income from Feed in Tariffs (FiTs) that will provide
around £4000 a year for the community company for
over 20 years. This money will be invested in future
community schemes that promote sustainability. We
are grateful for the ongoing support of Scottish Power
Energy Networks, the school, CWAC and our
volunteers.

2.00 p.m.

Hour at the Cross
A time for prayer and reflection

Easter Day (27th March)
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion (for all ages)
Easter eggs for children!

David Lamb (Vicar)
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