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MINUTES OF THE ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING 

The Parish Room, West End, Ashton Hayes.  Monday 11 November 2013 at 8.00pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Cllr. Jane Colville - Chairman Cllr Garry Charnock Cllr Lisa Allman Cllr Dave Lee 
Cllr David Wilson    
Members of the public  -     
Elizabeth Heidenregh Margaret Sheppard David Clamp Peter Wolveridge 
Acting Clerk Richard Salmon. 
 
76.  APOLOGIES.  
Cllr Pauline Tilley – Family illness 
Cllr Georgina Lloyds -Watts  
Cllr Trevor Scadeng 
 
77.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.   
None 
 
78.  MINUTES 
Resolved unanimously that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, as circulated, held on 14 
September 2013 be signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record. 
 
79. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Gutters.  These have now been cleaned, but the question asked was will they be cleaned again 
following the fall of leaves which blocked them last year? 
Outside Golden Lion.   The dip in the road outside the pub has been pointed out before but no 
action appears to have been taken  
Street Light.  The light down Church Road beyond the pub seems to be partly obscured by the 
overhanging hedge although it was noted that the hedge had been cut very recently so that this 
should not be an issue. 
The Chairman informed members of the public that as from the next meeting (9 December) an 
informal surgery would be held prior to the Parish Council meeting, starting at 7.30pm and up to until 
the start of the  meeting at 8.00pm. This will involve the Chairman, Clerk and any Parish Councillors 
who can be there to note residents concerns and comments prior to the meeting itself . Such matters 
can then be summarised at the meeting which should allow for a more efficient and effective meeting. 
 
80. ACCOUNTS 
Resolved unanimously that the Chairman be a signatory on the Parish Council Bank Account with 
Barclays Bank.  This will make the four signees, Cllr. Jane Colville, Cllr Pauline Tilley, Cllr Garry 
Charnock, and Cllr Trevor Scadeng 
Noted by Council. Separate accounts were circulated for both the Parish Council and Parish Rooms 
as recorded in the Cash Book pages 27 & 28 and as they did not balance by 33p, they were only 
noted. 
Noted by Council. Council noted that there were only limited records available for the previous years 
accounts. 
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Resolved unanimously that Council accept that the following ring fenced funds be minuted. 
Going Carbon Neutral £2419 Surplus  2005/2013 
Neighbourhood Plan £6300 Grant received 18/07/13 [ further payment of £700 to 

follow as final payment] 
Speed Indicator £2500 Cllr Johnson members fund grant received 11/03/13 
Electric Car £15000 Received from the sale of the Electric Car  

 
Council noted that the sale of the Electric Car had been recorded in error as £17,000 in the council 
minutes dated 10/09/12 instead of the correct figure of £15,000 and subsequently the error had not 
been noticed when the Minutes had been signed on 08/10/12 
 
81. PARISH ROOMS 
The acting clerk reported that he was in the process of opening a separate bank account for the 
Parish Rooms with Barclays, investigating VAT issues, and the employment of both the caretaker and 
clerk. 
These matters to be considered fully by council at the December meeting. 
 
82. PLANNING 
Resolved unanimously that the circulated Planning Register be accepted and was signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
PROJECTS UPDATE 
Snow Angels   
 Cllr Colville reported on the fact that the service was up and running again this year but as a more 
independent venture with a local coordinating team of local volunteers who will be directing the 
operation .More customers are on the books than last year and most volunteers are volunteering 
again this year. An office is being rented from Timebank and in terms of funding for the initiative we 
have been promised £750 from the Snow Angels Company who are working on behalf of the Council 
on Winter Warmth initiatives and £750 from Cllr Johnson`s budget .The Parish Council will consider 
at the December meeting the underwriting of up to £1,000 if the weather conditions became poor 
through the Winter. The Chairman undertook to advise the Parish Council on a regular basis of the 
expenditure on this scheme. 
 
Cheshire Railings 
Cllr Colville reported that finally this matter had been resolved in the CWaC had agreed to pass 
through  to the Parish Council a sum of money which equated to the costs of the paint and materials 
necessary to restore the stretch of railings opposite the Golden Lion. The residents of the property will 
undertake the work necessary and will be reimbursed for the costs of the materials.  
 
Ward Walk 
This was briefly reported on and generally felt to have been successful in that a number of issues 
were raised and have subsequently been dealt with or are being pursued. 
 
Community Resilience 
Cllr Colville reminded the Parish Council and members of the public of the forthcoming table top 
exercise to test out the plan which has been worked on .This event is on 21/11/13 from 6.30 at the 
School .It is hoped that there will be a good turnout for something that the Council Emergency 
Planning Service is coordinating on our behalf  
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Public Notice Boards 
Cllr Scadeng was not present so was unable to report on progress .The Parish Council noticeboard is 
becoming unsafe in that the door is very poorly secured now. Cllr Colville agreed to raise the matter 
with Cllr Scadeng and ask whether a temporary solution can be found pending the new noticeboard 
being fitted. 
Cllr Charnock reported that he intended removing the CEC Board opposite the nursery on Church 
Road as soon as he could obtain help to do so. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Colville reminded the Parish Council and the public of the consultation event being held on 
23/11/13 from 11.00 to 1.00 in the School. It is hoped many will come to this important event so 
people can express their views about the various issues that are being focussed on. 
 
Golden Lion Pub 
Cllr. Charnock reported that discussions about the pub are ongoing and the owner is aware of the 
tagging restrictions. It had been noticed that the owner had through the land registry separated off the 
pub building from the area of the car park that he had previously sought planning permission for to 
build two residential properties. The Council have confirmed though that the whole of the area is 
included in what has been registered /tagged earlier in the year. 
 
Speed Indicator Signs 
Cllr Johnson reported on the fact that progress seemed to be being made and it looked as if two 
speed indicators would be being purchased and it seemed likely that one would be paid for by the 
Council with the other being paid by the Parish Council, using as a contribution the donation made 
last year by Cllr Johnson. We have yet to find out what the remainder to find is though and exactly 
when the indicators will be installed.   
 
GCN/Community Energy Company  
Cllr. Charnock reported:- 
1: They had a very interesting visit from Kudo Shogo of Tokyo University who is studying community 
engagement and motivation in Japan. 
2: They had given a talk on the village at the recent University of Newcastle workshop on 
sustainability. 
3: The Ashton Hayes energy efficiency work is to be featured in the forthcoming DECC Community 
Energy Strategy 
4: An energy saving LED street light fitting is to be placed for trial in the street lamp opposite the pub. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council and the CEC would note any comments made by the public but 
would not be not `advertising ' the change widely. 
5. Cllr Charnock requested that consideration be given by the Parish Council to the movement of the  
funding held on behalf of CEC in the Parish Council accounts into the CEC accounts. It was agreed 
that this would be brought forward as an item to the next meeting and that the Clerk and Cllr 
Charnock would prepare for this with a short report to the Parish Council which confirms what is being 
requested , the background to the current arrangements , any implications and precisely what is 
proposed . 
 
DEMENTIA FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES 
Cllr Colville introduced this and asked the Parish Council if they were happy to pursue registration as 
a dementia friendly community. Registration requires a commitment and some action planning and 
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there will be training involved to ensure that those with dementia and their carers living in our 
community are responded to in an appropriate way, with understanding and respect. She reported 
that the Vicar was interested in this as were the Community Shop and Timebank. 
The Parish Council confirmed that it wishes to see this pursued. 
 
W.I. HALL & SITE 
An update was provided by the Chairman of the WI Committee who had attended the meeting to 
assist the Parish Council in their understanding of the current position. The WI have through their 
solicitor approached the Johnson family and their solicitor to indicate that they were no longer able to 
maintain and manage the Hall. Until a response is obtained it is not known when the WI will be 
moving out of the Hall. 
The Parish Council considered the question of registration of the site as a community asset and 
concluded that it was worth pursuing this as long as there was no liability were the community in the 
end to decide not to bid for it as and when it went up for sale . The Chairman undertook to explore 
this matter and report back to the Parish Council. 
 
 
 

The date of the next meeting 09 December 2013. 
 
 
 

 The meeting closed at 9.15 pm   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed…………………… ……..........                       Date.................................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jane Colville 
Richard Salmon 
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