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MINUTES OF THE ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING 

 
The Parish Room, West End, Ashton Hayes.  Monday 14 October 2013 at 7.30pm. 

 
The Chairman welcomed members and 7 members of the public to the October Meeting, explaining 
that the meeting would commence with brief presentations make by village groups in respect of their 
activities, the issues they have and the way in which the Parish Council might support them. 
 
BABY & TODDLER GROUP and O`s to 4`s groups …Sally Whelan explained that whilst the 0`s to 
4`s group was thriving and was meeting within the school the Baby and Toddlers group was finding it 
less easy to maintain itself due to low numbers and accommodation issues .They currently meet in 
the WI Hall so will need to find an alternative soon .There are some real positives though about the 
group including the fact that it includes a few Fathers and Grandparents too and this is to the benefit 
of the group and the children . 
 
COMMUNITY CHOIR …Sally also briefed on the choir which meets in the Village Hall on a weekly 
basis and has over 30 core members and whilst having fewer men than women the choir is 
nevertheless viable and enjoyed by those involved. 
 
 
SCOUTS…Alan Reay talked about the Scouts and their activities through the year. The Scouts group 
has approximately 16 members but not all from the parish. They are always looking for additional 
volunteers to assist with the activity .Their main issue is with their Hut since it is very much in need of 
major repair, renovation or a complete rebuild. The need for this is close given that the existing hut is 
in a poor state despite best efforts on the part of Alan, volunteers and the Scouts. A piece of work is 
going on currently to repair the roof which is leaking. 
 
 
ASHTON HAYES SPORTS AND RECREATION  ASSOCIATION…Mike Powers spoke about the 
Playing Field and pavilion and the successful year they had had with it being much used by local 
people including a number of people from other villages .He referred to the success of the Picnic in 
the Park event which looks likely to become a regular feature . Financially AHSRA are managing 
fairly well though this relies on the fundraising that goes on through the Friends of the Field initiative , 
the Christmas Party fundraiser and the hire of the facility for parties , receptions etc . There are 
always ongoing maintenance costs to be met and AHSRA cannot be complacent in this regard. 
 
 
VILLAGE HALL….Peter Johnson talked about the Hall and the work which had been done a couple 
of years ago to increase its usefulness as a facility. It is well used with one main user but several 
others who are now booked in on a regular basis. Financially it is close to being self supporting 
though they are still looking for more bookings and users. He explained that until the WI had 
determined what they were going to do vis-a-vis their Hall they had not been too active in their 
advertising of the available space and time but that they would now be doing so .Peter confirmed that 
the small field above the Hall was being maintained and used for informal football games etc  
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ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH CHURCH….Reverend David Lamb spoke about the past year 
as being  a good one for St John’s., welcoming  new people and  having been working towards 
fulfilling three specific goals: 
 
1. To build on our work with children. 
2. To extend our mission to the elderly. 
3. To embark on a period of consultation with regard to the possibility of reordering the interior of the 

church building to make it a useful space for our community alongside its function as a place of 
worship. 

 
Regarding our work with children, they had been particularly been encouraged by the numbers 
attending the monthly informal all-age service, ‘First Sunday’. They had continued the weekly 
Midweek Club and monthly Sunday Club for children and had kept good links with Ashton Hayes 
Primary School, hosting a number of school celebrations in church and taking assemblies in the 
school. 
 
The mission to the elderly has led to our setting up a monthly ‘Village Praise’ on Sunday afternoons, 
which combines hospitality with refreshments or a full meal and a short time of informal worship, and 
has met in the WI Hall. We have been especially pleased to include the members of Ashton 
Methodist Church in view of the closure of their own building. 
 
The third issue, the reordering of St John’s became even more urgent with the sale of the old 
vicarage (which used to provide a meeting room and toilet for church use) and now the decision to 
close the WI Hall, where the children’s activities and events for the elderly had been held. There is an 
urgent  need for  a toilet and a small kitchen area  in Church and it is hoped that after that the  
reordering of the rest of the building will happen  in a way that will make it more user-friendly for both 
church and community activities, such as the popular Summer Concert. An architect who will draw up 
some initial plans and costings has been appointed and these will then need to be approved by the  
Church Council and the relevant Diocesan authorities. It is hoped that  the wider community will help 
with this project.  
 
In the last report to the Parish Council about 15 months ago the possibility of having a new sign was 
referred to. It has taken a while to get the necessary permission, but thanks to Pam Holland it is in 
place and is a great improvement. It provides a sign of our wanting to be a welcoming presence in 
Ashton Hayes. 
 
 
COMMUNITY SHOP….Lisa Allman talked about the successful year the shop had had and the 
planned improvements to the shop which are being put in place now. She referred to the shortlisting 
for awards that had taken place. Generally the shop is in good shape and is very much valued by the 
community. 
 
 
GARDENING CLUB….Trevor Scadeng spoke of the high number of members and the activities the 
club arranged . The club continues to be quite well supported by local people and the discount that 
membership brings with it at two of the local garden centre does help this. 
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FOOTBALL AND CRICKET CLUB…..Robert Lewis had sent apologies for not being at the meeting 
and had supplied information about both clubs  
The cricket club - not much activity this year although the ground is being maintained and kept for 
now. 
The football club - The 1st team and VETS teams both playing regularly with 55 players signed on. 
The 1st team were 6th in the league last season and won the Annual 5 aside competition in June. 
 
 
THEATRE CLUB….Steph Lemmy had apologised for not being at the meeting and had provided 
some information for the meeting. With regards to the Theatre Club this year has been a really good 
year, with The Arabian Nights and The Accrington Pals being well supported. With regards to the 
future we are concerned that the closure of the W I Hall will leave us with significant problems I 
finding rehearsal space within the village. Currently we rehearse between the W I Hall and the Parish 
Rooms depending on availability but for a large production the Parish Rooms can prove a bit small. 
 
 
 
SNOW ANGELS….Jane  Colville reported on the fact that Ashton Snow Angels would be running 
again this year and it looks as if there will be more people coming forward as customers and  that 
almost all last year’s volunteers are volunteering this year . We hope for a few more though and there 
will be posters going up shortly asking for people to volunteer and to register as customers. We this 
year are to be more self supporting though still looking to receive some funding for materials and 
running costs  
 
 
 
RURAL COMMUNITY SERVICES …Jane Colville reported on the fact that this local rural based 
organisation now runs a range of services for older people and their carers in this and four other local 
rural communities  .The Kelsall Opal Club runs every Monday and currently three people from this 
parish attend .We are always looking for additional volunteers for the Club and they get involved in  a 
whole range of activities .We are also seeking volunteers who will offer the opportunity for carers to 
get some time to themselves and we are seeking volunteers to act as mentors /coaches to older 
people wanting to increase their confidence in using computers , I Pads etc . 
 
The presentations ended at 8.30pm. and the Parish Council Meeting proper commenced. 
  
PRESENT 
Cllr. Jane Colville - Chairman   
Cllr Lisa Allman Cllr Naomi Deynem Cllr Dave Lee 
Cllr Trevor Scadeng Cllr David Wilson  
Members of the public  - 3 
Acting Clerk Richard Salmon. 
 
   
68.  APOLOGIES.  
Cllr Pauline Tilley – Family illness 
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Cllr Georgina Lloyds –Watts – Delayed in traffic. 
Cllr Garry Charnock - Away from home 
 
69.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.   
None 
 
70.  MINUTES 
Resolved unanimously that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, as circulated, held on 9 
September 2013 be signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record. 
 
71. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
When asked what  progress had been made in respect of the speed indicators  the Chairman replied 
that there had been an onsite meeting to determine the location of the two speed warning signs, one 
at each end of the village. It now looks as if funding has been obtained from the Council for one of the 
indicators with the other to be funded by the Parish Council ,drawing on the contribution already 
made by Councillor Johnson . 
A section of the hedge along Ashton Lane was reported as overgrowing the footway and causing 
problems for pushchairs , wheelchairs etc . 
It was reported that one of the trees at the junction of Ashton Lane and Peel Hall Lane was looking 
unkempt and had not been crown lifted as the others had . 
 
72. ACCOUNTS 
Resolved unanimously that pages 1 – 6 of the Cash Book as recorded at the Parish Council Meeting 
on 9 September be disregarded due to the recommendations made in the Internal and External 
Auditor’s Reports which have only been available since that meeting. 
Resolved unanimously that the Internal and External Auditor’s Reports as circulated prior to the 
meeting to Councillors, be noted, these reports to be recorded as pages 1 to 26 in the Cash Book. 
Resolved unanimously that the Acting Clerk takes action to separate the Meetings, Minutes, and 
Accounts, relating to the Parish Rooms from the Parish Council.  This to be retrospective from 
01/04/13.  
Resolved unanimously that the returned cheque for £154.50 on 30/09/13 (payments) and the 
adjustment on 30/09/13 for £16.55 (receipts) be accepted. 
Resolved unanimously that Council purchase a Poppy Wreath for £30 and Cllr Tilley be invited to lay 
it at the annual remembrance service. 
 
73. PLANNING 
Resolved unanimously that Council supports application 13/04035/Ful. for a single storey extension 
at Lane End Farm, Ashton Hayes 
Resolved unanimously that the circulated Planning Register be accepted and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
74. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE 
The Chairman updated council and referred to the work being undertaken to ensure the plan had up 
to date contact details of those entered into it and that those entered into it were happy to be 
referenced in it and to be contacted in emergencies .She asked if all the Parish Councillors were 
prepared to have their names on the Telephone Tree in order to speed up communication in the 
event of an emergency .All members present agreed that this was appropriate .She alerted the parish 
Council to the fact that there was to be a Table Top exercise which was the simulation of an 
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emergency and the response to it on 21/11/13 in the evening  at the school .The Council and 
emergency services should be present and the Council are coordinating it .It is hoped that  members 
of the Parish Council wl be there in addition to representatives of the various groups and 
organisations in the village  and the public are welcome to attend too if they are interested .Posters 
will be going up around the village in respect of this . 
 
 
75. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
The Chairman updated council concerning the plan and suggested that the Parish Council meet with 
the Neighbourhood Planning team before the next Parish Council meeting so that the Parish Council 
can be updated and receive information about the work of the plan , the issues arising and  to receive 
those items that seem more the business of the Parish Council . 
 
Council agreed that the NDP group be invited to the November Council meeting at an earlier time 
than usual [ 7.00 p.m] so they could share work undertaken and early outcomes. 
 

 
 

The date of the next meeting 11 November 2013. 
 
 
 

 The meeting closed at 9.05 pm   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed…………………… ……..........                       Date.................................... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Colville 
Richard Salmon 

15/10/13 


