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MINUTES OF THE ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING 

The Parish Room, West End, Ashton Hayes.  Monday 09 September 2013 at 8.00pm. 
 

PRESENT 
Cllr. Jane Colville - Chairman   
Cllr Lisa Allman Cllr Naomi Deynem Cllr Georgina Lloyds –Watts 
Cllr Dave Lee Cllr Trevor Scadeng Cllr David Wilson 
Cheshire West & Chester Councillor Eleanor Johnson  
Member of the public David Clamp  
Acting Clerk Richard Salmon. 
 
The Chairman welcomed members and a member of the public to the September Meeting, 
introducing Richard Salmon as the Acting Clerk. 
Cllr. Johnson was invited to sit forward with councillors. 
   
PART 1. 
57.  APOLOGIES.  
Cllr Pauline Tilley – Family illness 
Cllr Garry Charnock - Away from home 
 
58.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.   
Cllr Lisa Allman / Matters which reference the Shop as she is Chairman .In addition regarding the 
planning application for the Orchard as she is a friend  
Cllr Georgina Lloyds –Watts / Planning application, 13/03378/FUL, The Orchard, as a friend. 
 
59.  MINUTES 
Resolved unanimously that the Minutes, as circulated, of the extraordinary meeting held on 24 June 
2013 be signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record, it was noted that the meeting had 
approved the Audit Accounting Statement and Governance Statement for the year 2012/3, and that 
the pages be numbered 7 to 9 and that the items be numbered 31 to 34. 
Resolved unanimously that the Minutes, as circulated, of the parish council meeting held on 8 July 
2013 be signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record and that the pages be numbered 10 to 
12 and that the items be numbered 35 to 52. 
Resolved unanimously that the Minutes, as circulated, of the extraordinary meeting held on 22 July 
2013 be signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record, and that the pages be numbered 13 to 
16 and that the items be numbered 53 to 57, and that future minutes the item numbers be proceeded 
by the year number. 
 
60. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No issues were raised. 
 
61. FINANCE 
Resolved Council accepted the circulated Income & Expenditure details for the financial year to 
September 2013 now recorded as pages 1 to 3 in the Cash Book. 
Resolved Council accepted the circulated Bank Reconciliation for the financial year to August 2013 
recorded as page 4 in the Cash Book. 
Resolved Council accepted the circulated Budget Report for the year to August 2013 recorded as 
page 5 & 6 in the Cash Book. 
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62. AUDIT 
No further information available. 
 
62. PLANNING 
Resolved that the following four planning responses be approved 
1) The Vicarage Church Road Ashton Hayes.. ref 13/03390/FUL [ fao David Cowell] 
Two storey side extension with single storey lean-to across front and sunroom to rear. Conversion of 
Guild room/Garage to bedroom and sitting room. Reinstate 2 no. chimney stacks to south elevation 
.Detached double garage with associated driveway alterations. Construct double detached garage 
with associated altered private drive and parking and turning area. 
Parish Councillors Jane Colville and David Wilson visited the site and met with the applicant Mrs 
Doran.  
Our initial view of the vicarage was that it was in a poor state of repair. There were large damp 
patches on the walls and alterations made over the decades were in a haphazard fashion and poorly 
finished. A live toad appeared to be living comfortably in the damp cellars! 
Mrs Doran stated that their sole intention was to make the house into their home and the plans 
illustrate this. The first priority is to make the house watertight and secure and extended structurally. 
To achieve this they have purchased 15 tons of reclaimed ‘Alvanley’ stone to rebuild the chimneys 
and construct the side extension, reusing where practical stone recovered from demolishing existing 
extension. 
Internal finishing may take some time as cashflow permits but intention is to retain the fine skirting 
boards, architrave, banister and stair rails and plaster ceiling mouldings as well as restoring window 
shutters if possible. 
All windows were to be replaced, retaining stone mullions but replacing glazing with suitable double 
or secondary glazing where appropriate to retain heat in the property. 
An additional piece of land has been acquired from the Diocese allowing the access gateway to be 
widened and moved whilst retaining the disabled access to the Church. 
A double garage is planned for the site, which is to include storage for garden equipment, this is to be 
screened by shrubs. 
All plans had been fully discussed with CWAC Planning Department [Conservation Officer] for 
comment and consideration before submission so that it was felt they were unlikely to be 
controversial. 
The applicants have made contact with the Vicar given the proximity of the Church and Jane and 
David made contact with the two closest neighbours. 
No neighbour has expressed objections to the plans. The proposal to construct a new septic tank had 
been welcomed by one neighbour as the existing facility was on his property and this had given 
problems of overflowing during the last occupancy of the vicarage. The Parish Council supports this 
application to restore and improve in a suitable manner the old vicarage. 
2) The Orchard, Pentre Lane….ref 13/03360/FUL [fao Niall Mellan] 
Parish Councillors David Wilson and Jane Colville went out to view and discuss the application with 
the applicants . This is for a ground and first floor extension to the rear of the property in order to 
allow the family to rearrange the internal layout of the ground floor space and to resite the kitchen and 
create a large open living area. The first floor extension is to provide an additional bathroom . 
The changes being proposed would seem to be very contained, mainly internal and those which are 
external look very unlikely to impact on neighbours .Contact has been made by the applicants with all 
immediate neighbours and no objections raised. Jane Colville received telephone communication 
from one neighbour who owns the property at the rear of the house was going on holiday and wished 
for it to be known that she was happy with the proposal as long as the window in the newly created 
bathroom which would overlook her property was of frosted glass as is proposed in the plans. 
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Another immediate neighbour was spoken to and there were no objections raised .It was not possible 
to make contact with the other neighbour despite a couple of attempts.  
On this basis the Parish Council would support this application and would express no concerns with 
any aspect of it. 
3) 25 , Peel Crescent…ref 13/03281/FUL [fao David Cowell] 
Parish Councillors Trevor Scadeng and Jane Colville went out to view the application, met the 
applicant and Jane subsequently met both sets of immediate neighbours. 
The application is for an extension, part of which mirrors what has been done now in respect to 
almost every one of the neighbouring houses in the immediate vicinity .ie. a first floor extension which 
provides an additional bedroom and provides an upstairs bathroom The other element of this 
application though is a ground floor single storey extension which involved a narrow build  at the back 
of the property and a partial side extension . 
The reason for the application is clear in that it is to enable there to be a third bedroom [at the present 
time one of the rooms being used as a bedroom is downstairs] and to rearrange and extend the 
facilities on the ground floor …providing a ground floor utility and wash room with toilet and shower 
plus a sun lounge. 
The applicants garden is large and will accommodate an extension .It was noted on the visit made 
that the main impact would be for the neighbours  at No 23  where both the first floor and the main 
part of the ground floor extension to the side of the house would be built . 
There were concerns expressed by both sets of neighbours .Both felt that the first floor extension was 
replicating  something that as most of the houses in that immediate area had had done then this was 
acceptable and understandable although the neighbours at No 23 were somewhat concerned about 
being overlooked by the first floor extension. Their main concern though was with the ground floor 
side extension which they believe would be sited very close to their boundary hedge and garden and 
might be intrusive. 
The neighbour at No 27 was also concerned that both her light and view downstairs would be 
restricted by the ground floor extension [ the narrow strip of build at the back of the house ] .She 
acknowledged that the depth of this extension was such that the impact was likely not to be great. 
The Parish Council is supportive of this application whilst acknowledging that the neighbours have 
expressed concerns to varying degrees and also not knowing in respect of the issue of proximity 
whether what is being proposed falls outside of building regulations and planning policy or not . 
4) Delamere Forest... 13/02008 Amended. 
The Parish Council still refers you to our original response which has not changed materially in the 
face of the additional and amended information provided. 
 
63. HIGHWAYS 
This agenda item left over to a future meeting. 
 
64. AMENITIES 

 It was reported that the Ashton Hayes Sports & Recreation Association hoped that with grant 
money received, the Play Area surface could be improved and the Adventure Trail extended.   

 It had been suggested that a meditation area would be a welcome addition to the field. 

 The provision of Public Conveniences was also discussed and AHSRA will consider this 
matter. 

 The hire/loan of Parish Rooms’ furniture/equipment to be considered at a later meeting. 
 

65. PROJECTS 

 Repainting of Cheshire Railings – A financial contribution to the residents repainting costs has 
been promised from Cheshire West and Chester Council. It looks likely to be paid to the Parish 
Council who can then reimburse the residents for the sum in question. 
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 Resurfacing of a short stretch of path between Whitegate lane and the Green Lane leading 
onto the Baker Way. After considerable debate it was resolved that Council was not supportive 
of the resurfacing of this stretch given that ownership is being established and the case for 
taking such measures has not been established. 

 Ashton Hayes to Tarvin Cycleway- The clerk to follow up progress of this proposal. 

 New Parish Notice Boards – It was agree that Cllr Scadeng will obtain a price from a local 
tradesman for one big notice board, to be placed outside the shop. Cllr Scadeng will also 
approach the WI to ensure that such plans do not cause them issues. Cllr Johnson to enquire 
if planning permission is required.  

 Speed Indicator Device – The Chairman to pursue this matter. 
 

66. GENERAL ISSUES 

 Council agreed to invite local groups to the next Parish Council meeting to make brief 
presentations.  

 It was noted that the next local Community Forum will be held in Dunham Hill on the evening of 
10/10/13.  Presentations will include the General Power of Competence and Cheshire West’s 
Greenspace team will be present to answer questions .All Parish Councillors are welcome to 
this event  

 It was agreed to make people aware of the Rural Services Network Petition.  

 It was also agreed to arrange a Ward Walk in the near future when matters and concerns 
relating to the village and community might be highlighted and discussed by those present. 

 
PART 2.   In the absence of members of the public. 
 
67.  STAFFING  
Resolved by 6 votes for, with 1 abstention, that Mrs Andrea Thwaite’s resignation, as clerk to this 
council, be accepted. 
Resolved unanimously that Richard Salmon be acting clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, as per 
the terms agreed 13/05/13, minute page 3, item 14.  
 

 
The date of the next meeting to be 14 October 2013. 

 
 

 The meeting closed at 9.50 pm   
 
 

 
 
 

Signed…………………… ……..........                       Date.................................... 

Richard Salmon 
13/09/13 


