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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL held on 

Monday 22 July 2013 at 8.00pm. 

Present:  Mrs Jane Colville (Chairman), Mr Garry Charnock,  Mrs Lisa Allman , Mr 

David Wilson, Mr Trevor Scadeng  and Mr Dave Lee  

Also present:  Councillor Eleanor Johnson, 6 members of the public and Andrea 

Thwaite - Clerk 

53.   APOLOGIES    

Apologies were received from Mrs Pauline Tilley, Mrs Naomi  Deynem,  Ms 

Georgina Lloyd Watts 

54.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Lisa Allman declared an interest in the Planning application for DelamereForest  

and for the 24 house development as she is a member of the Community Shop 

Steering Group and there is a potential trade / business issue in respect of both  

55.  PUBLIC SPEAKING 

One member of the public expressed concern about the application for the 24 

houses  for reasons to do with increased traffic and the problems this creates for 

people crossing the road by the Pub especially if they are elderly . 

56. PLANNING APPLICATION – 24 housing – Ashton Lane 

The Chairman introduced this item and advised updated the Parish Council on 

the Public Open Meeting held on Saturday 20 July.  The purpose of the meeting 

had been to allow residents the opportunity to raise their comments or concerns 

relating to the planning application. 

The Chairman advised the Parish Council that it now had to determine  its 

observations on the application and whether it supported it or opposed it.and on 

what basis .  Following discussions the following  observations were made and 

accepted as reasonable by all the members : 

The plan does not conform to the existing Local Plan and specifically that which 

prohibits new development in  Green Belt apart from where there are exceptional 

circumstances . In this case it was felt those exceptions didn`t apply .It was also 

felt that the number and the density of the housing as proposed was too great for 

the site and that the safety aspects generated through additional traffic and the 

additional junction necessary was of great concern . There is no desire on the 

part of the Parish Council to deter any development in the future but it needs to 

be appropriate and the advent of the Neighbourhood Plan should guide it and the 

Council in a constructive and informed way as to what would seem to be 

appropriate and required for the future . 
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AGREED: that 

The Parish Council  agreed that it was opposed to the application and did not 
wish consent to be granted by Cheshire West & Chester Council.  

VOTE: The Parish Council voted on whether it supported or opposed the 
planning application and it was proposed that the application be opposed: 

Proposer:  Garry Charnock 

Seconder:  Trevor Scadeng 

Vote:  all in favour 

RESOLVED: 

     That Ashton Hayes Parish Council opposed the application for 24 housing on 
Ashton Lane and a  detailed response will be provided to the Council by the Parish 
Council identifying the specific concerns and issues which have emerged as a result 
of the local consultation and at the Parish Council meeting . 

57. PLANNING APPLICATION – DELAMERE FOREST- 13/02700/FUL. Re 

ORGANISATION OF EXISTING VISITOR HUB FACILITY TO PROVIDE 

REPLACEMENT VISITOR CENTRE, CHANGE OF USE OF EXISTING VISITOR 

CENTRE TO OFFICES, DEMOLITION OF EXISTING OFFICES, AND 78. NO NEW 

CABIN DEVELOPMENT WITH ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE 

Ashton Hayes Parish Council considered the application and the summary  view 

which the Chairman had already made available to the members highlighting matters 

of consideration . It concluded that these detailed concerns should be passed on to 

the Planning Officer via the response facility . 

.The  concernswere much to do withincreased traffic which would undoubtedly arise 

from vehicles travelling through the village from the A54 en route to and from the 

lodges/ holiday accommodation . Traffic using this existing road already creates 

major concerns for those living in and around the village as vehicles speed through 

the village despite there being speed limits and slow signs and the occasional use of 

speed cameras by the Police . 

The Parish Council  reinforced the fact that it  would expect that as part of the 

Section 106 negotiations and agreements a series of appropriate traffic calming 

measures would be put in place on the affected route which includes Ashton Hayes 

village .ie. the approach road to it from the A 54 Junction , the road through the 

village itself and the exit road heading out towards Delamere Forest . 

It was also concerned about the plan to build an entirely new road off Ashton Road 

and within the forest so that those arriving or leaving can access or exit the lodges 

taking a long scenic route in order to achieve what has been quoted as being 
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a`forest experience` .This seemedto be a good example of sacrificing nature and the 

environment for something cosmetic and superficial and it is alarming that this 

significant aspect of the proposal hasn`t been addressed and modified already 

through the process. 

The Parish Council had been able to see that the development proposal might have 

had some long term benefits for those living and working in the locality including 

additional employment for local people including the young , additional custom for 

local businesses and the protection of the remainder of the forest in the longer term 

by ensuring its economic survival . 

It felt such  positive views had been marred by a number of serious doubts and 

concerns  emerging thorough the plan detail around its robustness and value. The 

plans were judged as being seriously flawed in several key areas some of which 

have already been referenced above and certain of which we believe are material 

planning considerations which should be taken full account of and are set out in what 

follows ; 

The absence of an environmental survey, and the absence of any credible argument 

justifying why it would be necessary to develop a new stretch of road for traffic 

through the Forest in order for holiday makers to access and exit the lodges when 

there are existing roads and routes close to the lodge site which might be used . 

There is a failure of the proposals to demonstrate how as a result of the development 

the forest will become economically sustainable in the future which after all for most 

people would be the only reason for them to accept such a proposal . 

There was no clarity about how or when the replacement Visitors Centre will be 

developed and the absence of any such firm plans creates severe doubts as to 

whether this proposal is anything more than an empty promise  . 

The plans as seen in respect of the design and materials to be used for the lodges 

provide no indication that they will be built in such a way as to provide a high level of 

energy efficiency or rely on sources of renewable energy . 

The Parish Council were  concerned that the Cheshire West and Chester Planning 

Officers and elected Members consider carefully whether the plans as presented are 

consistent with the National Planning Policy Framework or with the existing Local 

Plan. 

 Members of Ashton Hayes Parish Council  determined that for these reasons  they 

wished to express their  opposition to  the application . As referenced earlier though 

they were recognising of the potential benefits such a scheme could  have for young 

unemployed people in the area were these significant concerns to be addressed and 

permission granted 

RESOLVED: 
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That the Parish Council did not oppose or support the application for the planning 

application at Delamere Forest as it could see the benefits and disadvantages to it 

but it agreed to submit the above as matters of consideration to the borough council. 

PROPOSER:  Trevor Scadeng 

SECONDER:  Dave Lee 

VOTE:  all in favour 

 

It was noted that the date of the next meeting was 9 September 2013 at 8pm. 


