
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL held on 
Monday 11 March 2013 at 8.00pm. 
 
PRESENT:   Mrs Jane Colville (Chairman), Mrs Pauline Tilley, Mr Garry Charnock, 
Mrs Naomi Deynem, Mr Dave Lee, Mr Trevor Scadeng and Mr David Wilson. 
 
ALL PRESENT:  Councillor Eleanor Johnson, PC Trow and 4 members of the public. 
 
 
153 APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies were received from Mrs Lisa Allman and Andrea Thwaite – Clerk 
who was currently off sick 

 
154 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 

The following interests were declared: 
 
Personal – Mr Dave Lee declared a personal interest in item No:  planning 
application at Booth Avenue as he is a neighbour of the applicant. Mr Lee 
remained in the room. 
 

155 MINUTES 
 
 AGREED: that 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 February 2013 be approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record with the following amendment: 
 
item 137 - Dave Lee had reported a declaration of interest in relation a 
Planning application at 8 Brookside. 

 
156 PUBLIC SPEAKING 
 
 The following comments were raised from the public: 
 

Instances of mud on roads following farm vehicles movement were reported. 
It was confirmed that farmers were required to both clean up and give warning 
of mud on the road and that in most cases this happened in the village.  If this 
did not occur then any incidents should be reported to the Council or to the 
Police. 
 
Woodside’s Footpath was reported as being impassable due to wire across it.  
Mrs Deynem offered to investigate this matter. 

 
A pot hole by the Cricket Club entrance and exit was reported. A report of a 
cyclist coming off his bike due to the pot hole was noted.  Mrs Colville agreed 
to report that as a matter of urgency to the Council. 

 



There was photographic evidence of more horse traffic on the stretch of 
pavement from the village to Mouldsworth station and the same concerns 
exist as referred to before about it presenting problems to people walking 
especially with buggies, prams, wheelchair users or mobility scooter users .  
This issue was being include in an article within the latest edition of Around 
Ashton 

 
157 EXPENDITURE 
 
 The following expenditure was approved: 
  

100419 British Gas Gas charges for Parish Rooms - 
Aug, Nov and February 

£315.39 £14,792.21 

100420 A Thwaite united utilities - reimbursement £36.99 £14,829.20 
100421 Gillian Forgrave Caretaker Parish Rooms - 13 hrs 

February 
£82.03 £14,911.23 

100422 Mr Charnock Reimbursement of expenses for 
website 

£143.89 £15,055.12 

100423 Mrs Thwaite Clerk - March salary (including 
sick) 

£224.35 £15,279.47 

100424 HMRC Jan, Feb, March £160.00 £15,439.47 

 
158 INCOME 
 
 The following income was received during February 2013: 
 

100108 Ashton hayes Theatre 
club 

Hire of Parish Rooms £106.50 £24,260.00 

100109 Cheshire West and 
Chester Council 

Speed Indicator device £2,500.00 £26,760.00 

100110 Scrabble club Hire of Hall on 4 Jan, 11 Jan £24.00 £26,784.00 
100111 Chester society for 

landscape 
Hire of parish rooms on 14 
Feb 

£12.00 £26,796.00 

100112 Ashton hayes Theatre 
club 

Hire of hall 16 Jan, 23 
Jan,20 jan and 6 Feb 

£48.00 £26,844.00 

 
 
159 PLANNING 
  

RECEIVED: 
 
8 BROOKSIDE ASHTON HAYES  CHESTER CHESHIRE.  FIRST FLOOR 
EXTENSION.  
 
The Chairman advised that David Wilson and herself had visited this 
application. Whilst it was clear why the applicant wished to extend the 
property in a manner that would not be intrusive, they had concerns with the 
application.  The bungalow had already been extended in such a way as to be 
very close to the one set of neighbours and this further extension would 
impose on the light they are able to access still further.  In addition this would 
be the first conversion of a bungalow to a house on that stretch of the road 
and as such would be out of keeping with the rest.  A report had been sent to 



Planning Office making these points and it was understood from one of the 
neighbours that the Planning Officer intended visiting  
 
PEEL HALL – INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PANELS 
 
The Chairman advised that a planning application had been received by the 
borough Council for the installation of solar panels at ground level to assist in 
powering the sewerage plant.  As Peel Hall was not in Ashton Hayes Parish 
Council’s boundary it had not been asked to comment formally on it.  
Following discussions the Parish Council felt that they should comment in 
support of the application given its nature and the fact that it has come from 
the residents there as opposed to an individual application. 
 
AGREED:  that 
 
Mrs Colville to contact Planning Department with informal comment in support 

  
15 AFFORDABLE HOUSING – CHURCH ROAD. 
 
The Chairman advised that the appeal submitted by Equality Housing to 
determine the whether the decision made by Cheshire West and Cheshire 
Council to refuse the planning application for 15 houses off Ashton Lane 
should remain, was refused.   The Appeal report was available on the Parish 
Council’s website, including the reasons for refusal, most of which were raised 
through the public meetings and early representation to the Council.  The 
Chairman confirmed that the decision was welcomed and thanked everyone 
for their contributions, observations and hard work. 
 

160 HIGHWAYS  
 

Incidents of flooding on Ashton Lane were reported.  However it was noted 
that the Borough Council had undertaken some remedial work in the form of 
ditch digging had been done and what with that and the drying of the ground 
the situation was no longer there. Mrs Colville advised that to date the 
Borough’s Highway Officers had not responded to the Clerk’s emails 
regarding this matter. 
 
Mrs Colville updated the Parish Council on the Parish’s street cleaning issues.  
She advised that Councillor Eleanor Johnson had requested a full village 
sweep following an elderly resident slipping and falling on leaves. The Parish 
Council now felt that the village was considerably tidier than as reported at the 
last meeting. 
 
Mrs Colville advised the Parish Council on the issues that were discussed 
during the recent Gowy Community Forum. The implementation of the new 
borough’s Waste Collection was discussed.  Council Officers had advised that 
the harmonisation of 3 contracts had been an enormous task and there had 
been some initial difficulties with the implementation of the new one. Council 
Officers requested that any issues of dissatisfaction with the waste collection 
should be reported. Mrs Colville confirmed that refuse vehicles should have 



their sides shut down when moving between locations to avoid waste falling 
out onto verges and roadsides. Also any non collections were being dealt with 
quickly if reported and of particular concern were the non collection of the bins 
of those on the assisted bin list. 

 
Pot Holes were reports of pot holes in Duck Lane and Church Road and Mrs 
Colville agreed that she would report that to the Council. 
 

161 DOG FOULING 
 

Mrs Colville advised that there had been an article about dog fouling in the 
latest additional of Around Ashton Hayes.  The Council’s Dog Warden had 
confirmed that he would review the request for additional new dog bins in the 
parish and that a site visit would be arranged to discuss their location.   
 
AGREED:  that 
 
Mrs Deynem and Jane Colville to be present for this site meeting. 

 
162  GOLDEN LION PUB 
 

Mrs Colville advised that since the last Parish Council meeting some planning 
has been undertaken which was about the community being prepared should 
the Golden Lion pub come up for sale.  The Parish Council’s Right to Bid 
application to the Council was still being processed.  Mrs Colville confirmed 
that work had been undertake to identify those interested in being involved in 
such a community initiative should the opportunity arise, the preparation of a 
Business Plan and the clarification of the sources of income which could 
support such a plan.  She advised that no further update from the current 
owner on his intention for the pub had been received. This has caused 
concern and dismay amongst local people. 

 
163 POTENTIAL FUTURE SALE OF PARISH ROOMS  
 

Mrs Colville advised that the Clerk had requested an estimate from the 
Council’s Legal Department regarding their costs for acting on behalf of the 
Parish Council to determine whether it was possible to sell the Parish Rooms. 

 
164 REPAINTING OF THE RUN OF CHESHIRE RAILINGS ON CHURCH ROAD 
 

Mrs Colville confirmed that the Parish Council in principal had previously 
agreed to support the repainting scheme of the Cheshire Railing in Church 
Road, opposite the Golden Lion pub.  The Borough Council had also agreed 
to consider how it could also support the initiative once the costs of repainting 
were known. Mrs Deynem advised of the cost of paint and that a local 
workman may be willing to undertake the work. 
 
AGREED:  that 
 



Mrs Deymen to determine whether the occupants of the house where the 
Cheshire Railings were installed would be either willing to commission the 
work or undertake it themselves and how many litres of paint would be 
required.  Once all the facts were know an approach to the Council regarding 
their funding contribution could be made again. 

 
165 CONSULTATION PAPER ON REVIEW OF SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL 

NEEDS PROVISION FOR CHILDREN. 
  

Mr Wilson advised that on behalf of the Parish Council he would review the 
formal consultation paper on the Council’s review of special educational 
needs and consider what future comments would be made.  

 
166 UPDATE ON COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW EXERCISE  
 

Mrs Colville updated the Parish Council on the Council’s review of Community 
Governance for Ashton Hayes Parish Council.  She advised that local 
residents were concerned and confused about the process and the 
consultation paper.   Residents were puzzled and disquieted about the 
reasons behind the Community Governance Review and the implications of 
the options that had been presented to them. 

 
Mrs Collvile advised that Councillor Johnson would raise the parish’s 
concerns with the Council’s Lead Officer responsible for the Community 
Governance Review and if necessary delay the process until the confusion 
was minimised.   

 
Following discussed the Parish Council agreed to include in latest Around 
Ashton newsletter an article that highlighted the lack of clarity and resulting 
confusion arising from the communication sent out to households and that it 
seeked to ensure that there be opportunity for clearer information and 
explanations to be made available.  The Parish Council had agreed to that it 
wanted to seek to increase its number of Parish Councillors to 11 from 9 and 
the potential inclusion of Horton Cum Peel within the parish boundaries.   
 
AGREED:  that 
 
The Parish Council’s intentions to be highlighted in the next Around Ashton 

 Hayes newsletter. 
 
 Councillor Johnson request that the Council delays the process until further 
information was received. 
 

 
167 UPDATE ON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
 

Mrs Colville advised that the Neighbourhood Plan Task Groups were doing 
their work and there will be a summary of their progress in the Around Ashton 
Newsletter. The teams are starting to run into issues regarding the cost of 
exercises such as surveys and materials to undertake the plan effectively.  All 



attempts were being made to locate alternative sources of funding and 
different means of providing the material but were proving difficult.  Although 
the Parish Council had raised its precept for 2013/14 in part to meet some of 
the costs of the Plan it would not be enough to cover all the potential costs.  
Mrs Colville advised of some potential Government grants due to be released 
in April but this cannot be guaranteed and would not amount to more than 
£7,000 maximum. 

 
168 UPDATE ON SNOW ANGELS PROJECT  
 

Mrs Colville advised that the snow angels project for this year was drawing to 
a close.  She reported that generally the initiative had been very successful.  
A celebratory event was scheduled to take place at the end of March and at 
that event there will be discussion both about the scheme being run again 
next winter but also some thoughts about the potential for a community 
response to crises whatever the time of year or reason for it. 

 
169 ANY OTHER MATTERS  
 

Mrs Deynem raised the matter of a potential kissing gate for the footpath 
alongside the Chapel and at the Ashton Lane end.   Councillor Johnson had 
previously offered to pay for this from her budget but it wasn`t clear whether 
the owner of the field next to the Chapel would agree to this change from stile 
to kissing gate.  Mr Scadeng advised that decision had been to install two 
kissing gates, one there and one at the other end of that footpath had been 
subject to the owner of the field’s permission. 
 
AGREED:  that 
  
Mrs Colville would liaison with Councillor Johnson to determine whether the 
for one or two kissing gates was still available. The Clerk to speak with 
Cheshire Footpaths Society concerning the access again. Once this had 
taken place, Mrs Colville would contact the land owners regarding the 
possibility of installing kissing gates. 

 
Mrs Deynem reported some of pot holes in the village, which would be 
reported to highways department. 

 
Mr Charnock advised that a combined bid was being planned for Big Lottery 
funding.  The funding application would focus on the shop, Pavilion and the 
Community Energy Company. The initiative would link all the initiatives 
together and potentially generate up to £30,000 additional funding per year.  
This ambitious application very in the planning stages but earlier indications 
from the Big Lottery were positive. 

 
170 CHAIRMANS URGENT BUSINESS  
 

Mrs Colville advised that the next Around Ashton Newsletter would be 
published shorty and discussions centred on the potential for the Parish 
Council to offset some of the costs of associated with newsletter. Due to the 



length of the last two newsletters printing costs had increased significantly.  
Mr Charnock stated that at present the Parish Council and volunteers were 
already stretched with the various initiatives that were ongoing so the potential 
of selling and maintaining advertising space was not deemed as a priority at 
this stage. 

 
171 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
 The date of the next meeting was noted for 8 April 2013 at 8pm. 
 
 


