
	  

Around Ashton 
	  

This Autumn 2013 newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story please contact 
Jane Colville on janecolville@btinternet.com (752607) or drop your story off at the community shop. See www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories. 

The Golden Lion as a community 
pub & hub? 

You are invited to come to an open meeting at 7:30pm on 
19 September in the School Hall to discuss the future of the 
Golden Lion and to examine the possibility of it becoming a 
community owned pub. As you all know, the Golden Lion 
has been shut for several months. The pub is now registered 
with CWaC as an asset of community value (ACV). If the 
property were put up for sale, the community would have 6 
months to raise funds to bid for the pub. During that time the 
pub cannot legally be sold to another purchaser.   

There are currently 31 community owned pubs and over 
100 others that have been registered as ACVs.  Examples are 
The Butchers Arms in Crosby Ravensworth, the George & 
Dragon in Hudswell, Yorkshire, The Bevendean in Brighton 
and the latest – The Ivy House in London.  The longest 
established, the Red Lion in Hertfordshire, has been going for 
30 years. Many of these pubs have been supported by The 
Plunkett Foundation (who also helped us with the 
Community Shop), Locality and the Co-op Enterprise 
Hub.  They can give help and advice on community share 
issues, legal matters, grants and loans available, plus help to 
draw up the necessary preliminary documents, such as a 
business plan, share offer and constitution. 
At the public meeting we shall discuss the proposal and give 
more information about the process.  There are many ways 
for the community to get involved – not only by buying 
shares!  If the plan goes ahead we will need a steering 
committee to manage the process.  If we are successful there 
will be work to be done on the premises.  Eventually we will 
have to decide how to run the business – whether with tenants 
or a manager plus staff and/or volunteers, as we do in the 
shop. Shares would be one person, one vote.  By owning the 
pub, we could offer a wider range of services to the 
community and would be able to choose our own suppliers 
and so be more competitive and cost-effective. However, all 
that is for future consideration so please come to the meeting 
and express your views – for or against the project – and ask 
questions. 
 
If you are interested in finding more information before the 
meeting, go to: 
http://www.pubs.coop/our-support/why-co-operative 
http://www.richmond.org/community/hudswellpub/ 

Theatre Club remembers WWI	  	  
With the centenary of World War I just around the corner Ashton Hayes Theatre Club is 
marking the occasion with their next production, The Accrington Pals. 
 
“A POWERFUL AND POIGNANT DRAMA ���BASED ON A REAL-LIFE STORY. ���On the eve 
of World War I young men of ���Accrington hear Lord Kitchener’s call for a New Army and ��� 
become the smallest town in England to raise a Pals ��� Volunteer Brigade. But the brutal 
reality of the French ���trenches is far beyond anything they were prepared for. ���Back home 
amongst the women they leave behind, mothers ���wives, daughters, lovers nothing can ever 
be the same again. This epic and deeply humane play, dramatises the lives ���of ordinary 
people caught up in historical events. Funny, intimate and moving, The Accrington 
Pals ��� charts the fortunes of a close-knit community ��� on the brink of change. 
 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
Call our Ticket Line on ��� 01829 752394 or 07707 830286  
OR BUY FROM THE SHOP 
AHTC is expecting this play to be a sell out so get your tickets early! 

SPEN film about Ashton Hayes 
energy now on YouTube 

SP Energy Networks, the Network 
Operator that owns the electricity 
distribution system in the village, has 
made a short film that highlights two 
years of research in understanding our 
energy use as a community. Supported 
by Ofgem, SPEN has installed power-
monitoring systems in four quadrants of 
the village and now understands how 
the community electricity use changes 
every few minutes. This data has been 

invaluable in helping SPEN understand the implications and 
demands that devices such as PV Panels and Electric Cars 
place on networks. It also helped the Carbon Neutral Project 
see the dramatic drop in power use during Earth Hour earlier 
this year. The research is being shared as Open Source with 
other Network Operators. SPEN has made a donation to 
AHCE Company for its help in making the movie, which was 
produced by Monty Wates. If you would like to view the film 
please visit this YouTube link 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTG9M5_tnDU 
or visit the SPE or Going Carbon Neutral websites 
www.spenergynetworks.co.uk 
http://www.goingcarbonneutral.co.uk/ 
The Going Carbon Neutral Project, through the Ashton 

Hayes Community Energy Company (AHCE – a social 
enterprise), is now looking at further opportunities to install 
PV panels and earn revenue for the village. We shall be 
discussing ideas at our AGM later this year.  

Our local Resilience Plan is all but complete and ready to 
be used should there be a major incident affecting this 
community. We have an offer from the Council to test it out 
through a table-top exercise that is to run around Novemeber 
and to which local organisations will be invited to send 
representatives. We will have the Police, Fire and other 
emergency services playing into this to help us model a 
situation that a community could face in real life. If anyone 
else living in the parish is interested in being involved in such 
an exercise please do let us know (contact Jane Colville on 
01829 752607 or email janecolville@btinternet.com.  

Table-top emergency planning exercise	  



Pub quiz donation to Lendwithcare 
helps Togo entrepreneur 
 
Last Christmas the pub quiz teams helped to fund an 
entrepreneur in Togo, Mrs Akoko yawa Apetor, a general store 
owner, with a £15 loan. So far, the repayments are ahead of 
schedule and over 80% has been repaid. You can find out more 
about this microfinance scheme at lendwithcare.org 

 

This Autumn 2013 newsletter is produced quarterly by Ashton Hayes Parish Council on behalf of residents. If you have a news story please contact 
Jane Colville on janecolville@btinternet.com (752607) or drop your story off at the community shop. See www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk for stories. 

Many thanks to 
everyone who 
responded so 
positively to our pleas 
for new faces in the 
last edition of Around 
Ashton.  We are 
happy to report that 
we have a lovely 

group of new babies & carers coming along to our Tuesday 
morning sessions – but still plenty of room for even more! Now 
that the ‘Rising 5s’ have left to go to Big School, everything is 
noticeably calmer and quieter at Babygroup!  We’d love to see 
some more new faces to help us fill the gap that the pre-
schoolers have left – as noisily or as peacefully as you like! 

If you know anyone who looks after a pre-school baby or 
child on Tuesday morning, please point them in the direction of 
the WI Hall between 10:30am and midday where there will be a 
friendly face and a hot cup of tea waiting for them!  

For more information, please call Sally Whelan on 01829 
752374 or visit our Facebook page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ashton-Hayes-Baby-and-
Toddler-Group 

 

Baby and toddler group has 
places for carers and babies  
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The Neighbourhood Planning Team is now back in 
action after a short August break and all are working hard to 
keep close to the time schedule we have already set down. 
This is to finish the plan by the end of March 2014. Over the 
summer we were able to share some of what has been done 
so far with local people at the Picnic in the Park event and 
also at the public meeting concerning the planning 
application for housing opposite the Methodist Chapel. This 
was good and allowed us also to obtain some responses from 
people living locally to our findings and ideas to date. 

In the meantime nearby Tattenhall have reached a very 
important stage in their Plan production in that they have 
completed it in written form and had it approved by an 
Independent Examiner and by the Council. The final stage is 
for it to be the subject of a local referendum and if successful 
it will then be formally incorporated by the Council into 
their Local Plan.  Then very strong consideration will be 
given to the Plan when planning applications and building 
development are being proposed. 

Our own Neighbourhood Planning Team want to reach 
this point as quickly as we can whilst still undertaking the 
task in a thorough and appropriate way. The most critical 
thing is to obtain and reflect local people’s views and issues 
whilst at the same time thinking ahead as far as 2030 and 
what will be need to be in place in order that the community 
can continue to thrive and enjoy the advantages that living in 
this setting brings.  

In order to move things further forward we have 
committed to organising a village event on Saturday 23rd 
November between 1000 and 1400 at the school. All are 
most welcome and we hope that people will find it enjoyable 
and interesting and that there will be something for all who 
come. We will be providing free refreshment of a seasonal 
and warming nature using community shop produce and our 
aim will be to share with all who drop in to the event 
information about the vision, principles and policies that are 
now emerging Everyone`s views are important to us and we 
will be looking to canvas and explore these at this session. 
The event will also involve the Community Shop who will 
display some of the seasonal products that will be available 
to sample at the following weeks Tasting Event at the shop. 
There will also be information on hand from the Carbon 
Energy Company, Snow Angels and other community 
initiatives. 

Prior to this event you should all receive a hand 
delivered survey from the Neighbourhood Planning Team 
that we would ask you to complete [one return per 
household]. There will be copies of these surveys also 
available at the event for anyone who hasn`t been able to 
complete one and for every completed survey an entry will 
be made into a free prize draw which will be drawn at the 
event itself. 

Posters reminding you about all of this will be around 
the area closer to the time but please do put this date in your 
diary as its really important for you all to be involved in the 
plan and we hope you`ll find the session informative, 
entertaining and appetising at the same time! 

Neighbourhood planning team on 
target to finish by March 2014 
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Ash-worth Time Bank diary 
Rural Wellbeing Update: Tarvin Wednesday Club, 

Wednesday 11th September, Tarvin Community Centre, from 
2pm- new members always welcome:  
Guest speaker:  Val Lithgow, Forever Angels Charity. 

Ashton Hayes Tai Chi resumes 19th September -every 
Thursday form 1.30pm 

Ashton Hayes Coffee Morning, Saturday 5th October - 
10.30am - plus raffle and sale of cards 

Ash-worth Time Bank Table Top Sale, Delamere 
Community Centre, Saturday 19th October from 10am-tables 
£6 each, hot refreshments served. 

Craft Fair November 2 
Quiz Night November 15 
Ash-Worth Time Bank Lending Library:  Do you know 

there is a substantial lending library in the Time Bank 
office?  Extensive reading lists available on request and can be 
emailed to you. Books can also be delivered to housebound 
residents and collected. Come along and choose from a 
selection of new titles, and old favourites, as well as talking 
books and cds. Library open from 9.30am-1pm, Monday to 
Friday. 

Volunteers required to help out at our holistic therapy 
sessions.  Facial Acupuncture volunteers required for case 
studies - phone Susan on 01829 751398 or pop in to the Ash-
worth Time Bank office above the Community Shop. 

AHSRA 
Pavilion and Recreation Field 

Available for hire - Parties, Meetings, Events 
For bookings contact Mike Powers 01829 752620, Donald 
Rowntree 01829 759173 or Helen Rimmer at the Post Office	  
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We are a friendly and welcoming group of mums, dads, 
grandparents and carers who meet from 1:30pm to 3pm each 
Thursday during term time, in the Ashton Hayes Primary 
School hall. 

There are toys for babies 
and toddlers and a craft 
activity for the older 
children, refreshments are 
provided for adults and 
children, and we ask for a 
donation of £1.50 towards 
our overheads. 

Last term, one of our 
mums was tempting us with 
some irresistible homemade 
cakes… see our Facebook 

page for some more photos!  Come along this term and 
petition her to make some more! For more information about 
the group, please contact Nicole Wright on 01928 740257 or 
visit our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ashton-Hayes-0-4s-
Playgroup/ 

Ashton Hayes 0-4s 
Playgroup welcomes 
everyone 

Church plans ‘Village Praise’  
From time to time over the past couple of years, we have 

held informal times of fellowship and worship at the WI Hall 
on Sunday afternoons. Sometimes these have been organized 
by Koinonia, a local ecumenical group, and have included a 
cooked meal. We have been encouraged by the response to 
these and the involvement of the local community. 

In response to the closure of Ashton Methodist Church and 
in our desire to reach out to the wider community, we have 
decided to hold a monthly VILLAGE PRAISE on Sunday 
afternoons. These will be in the WI Hall and will usually be on 
the 3rd Sunday of each month. They will be open to members 
of all churches - and none. We particularly have in mind older 
members of our community, but it would be good to get 
younger people involved too. We will meet together for 
refreshments (sometimes a full meal), have an opportunity to 
chat and make new friends, and join in a simple time of 
worship with prayers and favourite hymns and songs. If 
transport is needed, we can help organize that.  

Is this something you would like to help with? If so, please 
let me know. 

We have fixed the following dates for this autumn. All start 
at 4.00 p.m. 

September 29th (5th Sunday - Harvest Praise) 
October 20th 
November 17th (Koinonia meal - please book in advance 

so we know the numbers). We would be very pleased to see 
you! 

 
New Church Sign 
We hope you have seen our lovely new church sign, which 

was painted for us by Pam Holland and placed in a frame and 
put up by John and Diane Eldridge. Many thanks to them for 
their hard work. 

 
David Lamb 
Vicar, St John the Evangelist 
Tel: 01829 751440 

Community shop update & prices 
What a glorious summer we have enjoyed this year!  This 

has been reflected in the abundant and delicious fresh produce 
we have been able to sell in the shop that we hope has been 
enjoyed by everyone.  As always, our thanks go to our loyal 
volunteers – without you we could not run the shop.  If there is 
anyone out there who would also like to help, please contact 
Deb Deynam our Manager, as we can never have enough 
volunteers. 

We are also looking for people to submit their favourite 
recipes for our ‘Recipe of the Month’.  If you have one, then do 
please share it with us, either by email 
(amcshop@btconnect.com) or drop it into the shop. 

 
As you are all aware, we try to keep the goods in our shop 

competitively priced so we give below an example of this with a 
price comparison of some items we consider to be standard to a 
normal shopping basket.  On top of this of course there is no 
cost of using a car for our village shop: 
 

Ashton Shop  Kelsall Co-op 
Eggs (medium free range) £1.25   £1.49 
Heinz baked beans per tin £0.75   £0.85  
Butter (similar)  £1.69   £1.82 
Heinz Soups  £0.95   £ 0.95 
Kleenex Tissues Men £1.99   £2.47  
Tea Bags (Yorkshire 80) £2.49   £2.59 
Toilet Rolls Andrex (4) £1.99   £2.59 
Maris Piper Potatoes per kilo £1.00   £1.23 

 
If you wish to be kept up-to-date with shop news, then 

please supply us with your email address. 
Note for your diary:  On the morning of Saturday 30

 

November the shop will be holding a ‘tasting event’ when you 
can come and sample our Christmas food and place your orders. 

Ashton Hayes Cricket Club 
There has been less activity this season as only five games 

were played on the ground due to the lack of players and a 
regular team. The ground has been maintained to the usual 
standard although during the winter the committee will be 
deciding what the future holds and if the ground should be 
retained or not. Anyone interested in the future of the cricket 
club should contact the secretary, Robert Lewis (tel: 751541). 

 

Ashton Football Club 
The season has started somewhat earlier this year with both 

the 1st team and the VETS X1 having played a number of 
games already. The main purpose is to have a mid season break 
to avoid bad weather later on. The 1st team has seen a number 
of player transfers in and out and has struggled so far in what is 
a strong league that includes Birkenhead Town, Ellesmere Port 
Town and Helsby whilst the VETS team is largely unchanged 
in personnel from last season. Up-coming fixtures will be 
advertised near the Community Shop.  

Bin etiquette: One resident of the Parish who doesn`t wish to 
be identified has expressed concern about the way in which 
some people seem to be putting out their waste collection 
receptacles as early as Saturday for collection on Tuesday. The 
resident believes that this presents a hazard for pedestrians and 
it is unsightly. It would be helpful if everyone could note that 
the collection is not until Tuesday other than on Bank Holidays 
when other arrangements may be made and notified. Holidays 
do present issues for people we know but in most cases 
neighbours or friends will assist in taking out or returning bins 
to / from ones house. 
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Saturday 6th July was the date set for this years Picnic in the Park and we couldn’t have 
asked for better weather (a stark contrast to the terrible weather for last years Jubilee 
celebrations), which made for a really successful day. Visitors were entertained with music from 
The Red River Band. There was a Circus Skills workshop, a Vintage Fire Engine, Children’s 
Fun Races, Badge making and a model aircraft display as well as the annual gardening club 
show. 

The day was made possible by many village organisations working together to provide the 
event. Thank you to all members of these groups and the many volunteers that worked so hard 
both on the day and in the run up to the event. Groups involved included, Ashton House Nursery, 
Ashton Scouts, Ashton Football Club, The PTFA, The Gardening Club, The Community Shop, 
AHSRA, The Community Energy Company, The Parish plan Group, St Johns Church, 
Ashton WI, the Thursday Club, Ashworth Time Bank and the Parish Council. 

Some of the funds raised on the day were donated to AHSRA towards maintenance of the playground facilities. However a 
large portion of the funds raised have been reserved to fund a similar event next year.... planning will begin early next year and 
volunteers who would be willing to help organize such an event should contact Lisa Allman on 01829 751043 

Here’s hoping for similar weather next year! 

‘Picnic in the Park’ success paves the way for next year’s event 

JAD Success! 
What a year 2013 has 

been for Janis Anderson 
School of Dancing with 
moving to the Village Hall 
and its new wonderful 
facilities, then in February 
all students performed in 
‘Keep Calm and Dance On’ 
show, raising £3700 which 
we donated to the NSPCC 

and Baby Grow Appeal Countess of Chester.  
To finish our school year off 100 students took and 

passed their Ballet and Modern exams with outstanding 
marks, 20 Distinctions, 79 Merits and 1 Pass and then 
Matilda the Musical Summer School was the cherry on the 
cake! 

Now we start our new year with some brand new classes 
and spaces available, do come and join us We have ‘Dance 
for all’ classes in Ballet, Modern, Tap, Ballroom, Street 
Dance, fitness and we also offer dance parties. Our classes 
start from 3yrs to the over 60’s, so something for everyone. 

Some of the new classes this term are ‘Boogie Babies’, 
‘Street dance Boys only’ and ‘Girls crews too’, Ballroom 
Classes and new fitness classes are also available.  

For more information please contact Jennie on 
07734853336. 

MEN WANTED ! 
…and women are very welcome too of course! Our men 

are wonderful but outnumbered by the ladies! 
Early in 2012, a group of us got together and formed a 

village choir. If you sing in the shower or to the radio, why 
not join Ashton Sings. You don't need to be a good singer, 
sing solo, or read music - and there are no auditions! Our 
aim is to have fun with a friendly bunch. Why not come and 
join us for an evening and see if you enjoy it as much as we 
do! We meet each Monday evening, 7.30 - 9.30pm, during 
term time in Ashton and Mouldsworth Village Hall. 

If you'd like to know more please phone David 01829 
752458, Ali 01829 752026 or Sarah 01829 751979  

http://www.ashtonsings.org.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/ashtonhayesvillagechoir 
Ding Dong! Christmas Concert -  December 16th 

Kelsall OPAL Club 
Our local Opal Club for older people is holding an Open 
Afternoon with tea and cakes on 23rd September from 1.30 to 
3.00 at the Kelsall Methodist Church Hall. Anyone interested 
in joining the club or in offering to assist as a volunteer is most 
welcome to come along and see what happens and meet our 
members and volunteers. Tea, coffee and cakes are being 
provided. 

This club provides a vital and much valued service to a 
group of elderly people living locally who otherwise might not 
get out to spend time in the company of others from one week 
to the next. The club provides a social opportunity for them, 
which is clearly enjoyed by all including our volunteers who are 
involved in a range of tasks depending on their 
preferences…some cook the lunches, some drive the members 
to and from the club and some are there to support and be 
involved with members in all sorts of activities and 
entertainment We are open every Monday at the Methodist 
Church on Chapel Bank. We provide lunch and company for 
elderly people living in Kelsall and the surrounding villages.  

Come and meet us if you are interested in what we do or 
would like to become a member or volunteer with us. 

Ashton Snow Angels return? 
Following the beautiful Summer we have had it seems 

unbelievable that we need to be talking about preparing for the 
Winter weather but sadly in a couple of months time we could 
find ourselves beset by the sorts of snow storms and ice we 
encountered last Winter. In response to this and building on the 
success of last years Snow Angels scheme we are planning how 
we will operate it this year. We have offers to help with the 
organisation from a number of volunteers so whilst Time Bank 
will have a role in this we will also have a few volunteers 
ensuring those having a service are covered and we are able to 
deploy volunteers to where they are most needed at a particular 
time. 

We will soon be contacting all last years’ customers and 
volunteers to check that they still want to be involved. If anyone 
is interested who wasn`t involved last year please let us know 
by contacting Time Bank [Caroline] on 01829 751398. This 
applies to potential volunteers and customers...we need both and 
would like to extend the service if we can. If anyone is 
interested in taking on an organisational role please let Caroline 
know too. 

We see this initiative as part of an approach we are pursuing 
in and around the village that we know as Community 
Resilience whereby we are able to respond in a positive way to 
major emergency or crisis situations in and around the village 
…for more information about what we are doing in respect of 
Community Resilience please see the piece in this newsletter. 


