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Air your views on our 
Neighbourhood Plan 

Work continues on the Neighbourhood Plan 
and there will be a chance to see and hear what 
is going on within the Task Groups at the 
Picnic in the Park event where we will have a 
stall (see right). We are always pleased to hear 
about what you feel is important to others 
living in the area and we want to be able to 
share our early thinking and ideas. We are now 
a designated ‘Neighbourhood Planning Area’ 
and this covers both Ashton Hayes Parish and 
Horton Cum Peel. 

We have applied for a Government grant to 
enable us to do the work necessary to develop 
the plan and we should hear very soon whether 
we have been successful. If we receive funding 
we will be able to undertake the surveys and 
obtain advice and information to help us 
produce the necessary plans and policies. 

As always we need additional volunteers to 
assist in this planning task. Please let us know 
if you are interested by contacting Jane 
Colville on 01829 752607 or email 
janecolville@btinternet.com  

PICNIC IN THE PARK ON 6 JULY: After the washout Jubilee event we held last year on the new playing field we though we`d risk 
the weather again and go for a similar event inviting the whole village to come out and enjoy an afternoon together with all sorts 
of things to do and to look at. As you will see from the poster it runs from 12.00 to 4.00 on Saturday 6th July and there should be 
something for everyone. Bring your own picnic. Admission for adults is only £2 and children can come in free. We’d like to thank 
the Parish Council for agreeing to underwrite the costs of the children’s entertainment should we get a deluge and need to cancel 
the event. Fingers crossed. 

We have four new suppliers since our last entry in Around Ashton 
– Scrumptious Cakes for home-baked tray bakes and cakes (based 
here in Ashton),  mixed salad leaves from the Veg Men (also based in 
Ashton) wine from Enotria and vegetables and fruit fresh from the 
market every day via Barton and Redman. We also have locally 
grown asparagus as this is now in season. 

A successful ‘food tasting’ was held outside the shop on Saturday 
18th May, despite the rain!  Amongst the goodies to taste were cakes 
from Scrumptious Cakes, salad leaves from the Veg Men, tuna from 
the Reel Fish Co., Sorbet from Cheshire Farm Ice-cream, pastries and 
flavoured bread from Bake n Bite, marmalade from Family Jam and 
Wally Dutton’s sausages and bacon cooked to order on the barbecue. 
Again our thanks to all our volunteers and don’t forget that we are 
always looking for more – we could not survive without you! 

Auditions start 
Ashton Hayes 

Theatre Club's next 
production will be 

The Accrington Pals 
by Peter Whelan 

Auditions 
WI Hall in Ashton on 
Sunday 23rd June at 

7.30pm 
There are parts for 
men and women 
aged 20-50 and a 

teenage boy. 
Production dates 

Tues 8th - Thur 10th - 
Fri 11th - Sat 12th 

October 
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Preparing for emergencies 
Over the past year a small group of volunteers 

from Ashton Hayes has been working with 
representatives from our Parish Council and 
Cheshire West and Chester Council on a 
Community Resilience Plan. This is about 
identifying ways in which our community can help 
itself in the short term in the event of a major 
emergency such as severe flooding, a heat wave, 
extremely cold weather or non-weather related 
incidents such as power cuts, explosions large fires 
etc. 

Our village is one of a number of small 
communities throughout the country to develop 
such a plan, which recognises that at times of 
greatest need and particularly when lives are in 
danger, emergency services have to set priorities. 
Communities that are able to help themselves 
immediately rather than simply waiting for hard 
pressed emergency services to respond will not 
only benefit themselves but also make it possible 
for vital resources to be targeted on those in most 
urgent need. This does not mean that the 
emergency services will no longer respond to our 
community, it simply means we will supplement 
what they do in the event of a crisis. 

Our plan will also ensure that we can help 
ourselves in the event of a major disaster that, for 
example, temporarily cuts our village off from the 
outside world and/or affects vital services such as 
electricity, gas or telecommunications. 

What's in our resilience plan?  
Our plan includes: 
• check list of actions to be taken if and 

when a major emergency or disaster is notified by 
the appropriate authorities 

• contact list for emergency and other vital 
services 

• 'telephone tree' of key individuals within 
the Parish Council and the local community who 
will contact the right people at the right time to 
ensure that all necessary action is taken to protect 
individuals and our community 

• contact details of individuals who identify 
themselves as vulnerable and may require 
assistance in an emergency  

• comprehensive list of voluntary groups and 
individuals whose resources could be mobilised if 
and when needed 

• identification of owners of useful items 
such as electricity generators, chain saws, 4x4 
vehicles and back up fuel supplies 

• location of venues that could be used as 
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central meeting points and/or community 
shelters such as the Parish Rooms, the school 
and the WI and Village Halls. 

 
The Parish Council will review the plan each 

year at its Annual General Meeting or when 
significant changes take place that require it to 
be updated. 

Snow Angels project 
As part of our planning for community 

resilience our village recently piloted an 
innovative ‘Snow Angels’ scheme to help older 
people and other vulnerable villagers to keep 
warm, healthy and safe during the cold winter 
months. Supported by some 40 volunteers the 
scheme provided a wide range of much needed 
services from gritting paths and delivering 
shopping to collecting prescriptions and 
befriending. We are indebted not only to our 
volunteers but also to Ashworth Timebank for 
making the project possible. We know from 
those who benefited from it that it was greatly 
appreciated. 

How are villagers being informed about the 
Resilience Plan? 

The Parish Council has discussed the 
development of the plan at its meetings in 
public. It has also invited representatives of local 
voluntary organisations to contribute suggestions 
for ways in which they may be able to assist in 
the event of emergencies or disasters. 
Information about the plan has been included in 
recent Parish Council newsletters. 

Where can I get a copy of the plan? 
The plan itself will have restricted access in 

order to protect the privacy of those whose 
details are available within it. However a copy of 
the draft plan with personal information removed 
from it can be viewed on the Parish Council 
website at: www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk or seen in 
hard copy form in the Community Shop. 

How can I make my views known on the 
plan? 

The plan is currently in draft form and village 
residents are invited to contribute to the final 
version by sharing their views about it with 
members of the working group or individual 
Parish Councillors and/or completing a response 
form that we will attach to it. We are also keen 
to hear from anyone who would like to volunteer 
his or her services if an emergency situation ever 
arose which required this sort of response. The 
Resilience Planning team will also be at the 
Picnic in the Park on 6 July (see front page). 

Community resilience plan nearing completion – just in case! 
	  



	   

Fancy	  trying	  an	  allotment?	  If	  you	  would	  
like	  more	  space	  to	  grow	  vegetables,	  fruit	  or	  
flowers,	  why	  not	  try	  an	  allotment.	  Ashton	  
allotments	  are	  at	  the	  end	  of	  Willow	  Hayes	  
and	  there	  is	  just	  one	  plot	  still	  available.	  For	  
more	  information	  contact	  Nigel	  Richards	  	  	  
01829	  751059,	  Rnigel984@aol.com	  	  	  
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Some of the more observant of you may have 
noticed that there are two additional bins that can 
be used for dog poo in the village. One is currently 
sited beyond the Scout Hut down by the brook off 
Peel Hall Lane and the other is at the bottom of 
Grange Lane where the ‘welcome to the village’ 
sign is located. The one off Peel Hall Lane has 
been poorly sited and discussions are taking place 
with CWaC to reposition this closer to local 
housing.  

Members of the Parish Council talked to 
officers from CWaC about increasing the number 
of bins and the point was made that any litter bin 
be used for dog poo as long as it is properly 
bagged. We would however want to make a plea 
on behalf of the community shop that people 
refrain from using the bin outside the shop as this 
could create health and safety issues. 

Strategic thinking on dog poo 

Can we do Scouting in an 
environmentally way? That is 
a question often asked? The 
answer is that we always aim 
to reduce our carbon 
footprint. This year so far we 
have been hiking in North 
Wales. To reduce carbon 
emissions we made use of the 
school mini bus, so ensuring 
only one vehicle was used. 

We used the same strategy when a group of our 
scouts recently took part in a three-day canoeing 
trip on the River Wye in Herefordshire. 

In May we took part in a Bear Hunt at Tatton 
Park, when along with Scouts from across Cheshire, 
members of the troop were camping at the county’s 
main camp site for a weekend of activities. These 
included Dragon Boating, High Ropes Climbing 
and zip wire flying. We were there to witness a visit 
from the Chief Scout Bear Grylls. All the group 
were able to get close to him and two of our scouts 
were lucky enough to get their neckers signed. To 
reduce the carbon impact of the weekend our young 
people went by train from Mouldsworth to 
Knutsford, then hiked into the campsite. Returning 
home the same way on the Sunday. 

Congratulations to the scouts from Ashton who 
recently completed the British Canoe Union Paddle 
Power training in Chester and achieved their Scout 
canoeist badge. 

For the remainder of the summer what is 
planned? We are going to take part in a canoe 
expedition on the River Dee later in June. This will 
be closely followed by a weekend with the 
opportunity for our young people to take part in a 
Paragliding flight. 

For further information on Scouting in the 
Ashton area contact Alan Reay email 
chilealan@btinternet.com  

Adventurous Scouts keep a 
close eye on their footprint 
	  

Pick up a prize at the Picnic in the Park 
Our flower show this year will again be held 

during the Picnic in the Park on Saturday 6 July. 
The show is open not only to Garden Club 
members but also to everyone in the village. 
Despite the rain last year we had a good display 
with many new people bringing entries and 
winning.This year we want it to be even bigger 
and better. To do this we need many more 
exhibits. 

You will find a flyer inside Around Ashton 
listing the individual categories. We believe that 
we have something for everyone, so encourage all 
your family and friends, to participate. We are 
particularly hopeful that a lot of children will enter 
the categories R to U. 

You may enter as many different categories as 
you wish so get planning. Do read the instructions 
carefully. We look forward to seeing you from 
10.30 on the day with your exhibit. Good luck. 
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Ashton Hayes Cricket Club 
As reported in earlier editions, the club is now not 

playing regularly because of a lack of players and a 
captain. The ground is however being maintained and 
a few friendlies have been played. Also Mollington 
Cricket Club has hired the ground for a number 
of games during the season. If anyone would like 
to arrange a cricket match, please contact Robert 
Lewis 01829 751541. 

 
Ashton Football Club 

The 1st team who play in Division 1 of the 
Chester & District league, finished 6th out of 12 clubs 
in their league and reached the quarter-finals of the 
Chester Challenge Cup whilst the Vets team 
played 20 ‘friendlies’, won 11, lost 6 and drew 3. The 
annual 5-aside competition was held on the recreation 
field on 1st June to raise funds and twelve teams 
each entered a squad of 7 so there were 84 players and 
as many spectators. Ashton 1st team won their group 
(the group of death ) and went on to beat Upton in the 
semi-final and Whitegate 2-1 in an exiting final. Other 
local teams were Ashton Vets, Ashton Pub and Boxit 
and all performed with distinction. So, the season 
ended on a high for the football club after many 
problems with wet weather during the winter. 

We learnt a few days ago that the Golden 
Lion is now formally registered as a community 
asset by the Cheshire West and Chester Council. 
This means that we as a community will have a 
six month period in which to decide if we want to 
put an offer in to purchase it as a community pub, 
as and when it goes on the market.  

The six months will also allow us to draw the 
necessary funds together if this was to be our 
approach. Our rights only take effect though if 
the pub is put up for sale and that is clearly 
something the current owner will determine. At 
the moment there is no information forthcoming 
from him as to his future intentions regarding the 
building. This is extremely frustrating for 
everyone but while this situation persists there is 
background activity going on, spearheaded by 
Kate Harrison at the request of the Parish 
Council. Kate is exploring what we can do to 
prepare for the pub purchase, should we get the 
opportunity.  

This includes ensuring that funding is 
available through the possible sale of village 
assets and/or raising funds by grant funding and 
investments by local people or businesses and 
organisations. Kate is also consulting with 
organisations who are expert in such matters to 
see if there is more that we might do at this stage 
to bring us closer to a point where we can reopen 
the pub. 

Golden Lion Pub Update 
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According to village folklore 
(!), the Baby & Toddler 
group was first started back 
in the mists of time (or at 
least 35 years ago!), offering 

a friendly face and hot cuppa for many a frazzled new 
mum!  After a brief “rest”, the group was re-
established and has been running ever since, 
providing a focus for a second generation of Little 
Ones, but reflecting the nature of today’s childcare in 
welcoming all mums, dads, grandparents and carers, 
from Ashton and the surrounding villages. 

The group has met in the Parish Rooms, the Guild 
Room and now in the WI Hall on Tuesday mornings 
from 10:30am, throughout the year.  Looking back 
through the record book, we can see that numbers 
have always been relatively low with a maximum of 8 
regular attendees, but friendships made at Babygroup 
have been strong and long-lasting! 

In September, a sizable number of “rising 5” 
children will be leaving us to go to Big School, so we 
would love to welcome the next generation of Little 
Ones who would like to come along and experience 
this lovely group first hand. 

Please encourage anyone you know with a pre-
school baby or child to come along – or let us know if 
you might be interested in joining us in the future.  
We need to welcome at least 7 people each week to 
cover costs, so if there is insufficient demand, we will 
sadly close our doors in September. 

For more information, please call Sally Whelan on 
01829 752374 or visit our facebook page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ashton-Hayes-
Baby-and-Toddler-Group 
Ashton Hayes 0-4s Playgroup 

is a friendly and welcoming group of mums, dads, 
grandparents and carers who meet 
from 1:15pm to 3pm each Thursday 
during term time, in the Ashton Hayes 
Primary School hall. There are toys 
for babies and toddlers and a craft 
activity for the older children, 

refreshments are provided for adults and children, and 
we ask for a donation of £1.50 towards our 
overheads. It’s a great opportunity to introduce your 
Little One to Big School before September!  Please 
contact Nicole Wright on 01928 740257 or visit our 
facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ashton-Hayes-0-
4s-Playgroup/ 

Baby & Toddler – use us or lose us! 

AHSRA 
Pavilion and Recreation Field 

Available for hire - Parties, Meetings, Events 
For bookings contact Mike Powers 01829 752620, Donald 
Rowntree 01829 759173 or Helen Rimmer at the Post Office	  


