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Around Ashton
The Golden Lion….what next ?

	
  

Everyone reading this newsletter will be aware that for a few
weeks now the Golden Lion has been closed and there is no news
from the owner as to when it will reopen. We understand that the
closure happened as a result of a licensing issue although it also
coincided with planning permission for the housing application
being refused.
We know that many people in the village share concerns about
the future of the pub and members of the public who attended the
February Parish Council meeting expressed this. The Parish
Council had a full discussion and agreed to await the outcome of
the application already made to register the Pub as a community
asset under the ‘right to bid’ provision of the new Localism Bill. If
this application is agreed then it would enable the community a
period of time to prepare a plan and submit a bid to purchase the
property in order to develop a community pub, social and meeting
facility should the property ever be placed on the market for sale.
We should know the outcome of this ‘right to bid’ application by
the end of March from CWAC.
In the meantime the Parish Council have agreed that it makes
sense for a working group to be formed in order to ensure that
necessary preparatory research and planning is done, building on
that done two years ago when the brewery first put the pub up for
sale. Kate Harrison has volunteered draw such a group together and
will be approaching all households via a letter and simple set of
survey questions. This is in order to gauge the level of support for,
and interest in, such a development and to discover what the likely
financial contribution might be from local people who would be
invited to invest in the development on a shareholding basis. This
has been done successfully elsewhere where such community
enterprises run.
In the spirit of being prepared and ready to act should the
Golden Lion be put up for sale, the Parish Council have agreed to
obtain valuations in respect of the Parish Rooms. If this were this
able to be sold on the open market it would put the PC in a position
to contribute to the costs of the purchase and development of a
replacement social and meeting facility on the pub site. As many
will be aware the Parish Rooms, though valued by many and
holding memories for generations of local families, has been
running at a substantial financial loss for several years and also is a
building that over time is going to require significant maintenance
for it to be acceptable as a meeting area. It also lacks parking
facilities, which limits its use. For these reasons the Parish Council
have for some months been considering the advantages of selling it

and realising the asset in order to replace its function but in
a more sustainable way and one which meets additional
needs of the village.
This provides a summary of where we are at the
present time as developments occur we will try to ensure
local people are kept informed via this newsletter and for
those of you who are on line through the village website.

Confused over Governance
questionnaire? The PC view
The Parish Council is concerned about the confusion
being expressed over the recent communication sent out
to households seeking views on Community Governance.
We feel that the questionnaire is confusing and badly
worded and have complained to CWAC about their
approach.
The Parish Council are in unanimous agreement that
we wish to see ‘No Change’ to the current governance
arrangement.
We feel that the PC is carrying out its community
responsibilities effectively and efficiently with maximum
transparency.
We have asked CWAC if they can delay the decision
process in order to enable a better understanding of the
issues, intentions and the options available.
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR COMPLETED
QUESTIONNAIRE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE OR
TELL CWAC IF YOU ARE CONFUSED TOO.

Arabian Nights: Ashton Hayes Theatre Club next Production
A great show for adults and children
	
  
Long, long ago in a faraway land there lived a clever young woman called
Shahrazad. It is her wedding night in the palace of King Shahrayar and by
morning she will be put to death like a thousand young brides before her. But she
has the one gift that might save her life, the gift of storytelling.
Shahrazad brings to life the magical stories of the Arabian Nights. She paints a
dazzling spectacle with her strange and wonderful tales that take us to enchanted
caves to meet crafty thieves, singing trees, flying men, wise talking birds and
magical lands. But can the power of the stories break the terrible curse and come
sunrise will the King spare her life?
Tickets on Sale Now at Ashton Community Shop or call 07707 830286
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Put a spring in your step in the field

Why not try out our latest additions…
Walk around the ¼ mile footpath; Picnic at one of the benches;
Football; Use the heated Pavilion and kitchen for children’s parties
or as a meeting room; Exercise on the outdoor gym; Fly a model
plane (insurance required), Zoom down the zip wire; play
equipment for children; Nordic Walking; Bird watching; balancing
course; hold a wedding (yes there was one last year!) - or just enjoy
the fresh air and views of Beeston Castle round to the Welsh hills.
If you or your organisation wish to use the facilities or have
suggestions on further improvements then please contact a
committee member via Helen Rimmer at the Post Office.
We have three further benches ready to put into position, one
being part of the award for “England’s Most Improved Playing
Field 2012”.
A new gate has been fitted next to the Pavilion to provide
authorised vehicle access onto the field and as an overflow car park,
and further planting has been carried out to provide a habitat for the
local wild life.
Become a “Friend of the Field” – your voluntary donations
are invaluable. Details from Donald Rowntree (759173) and Mike
Powers (752620)

Ash-Worth Timebank is 10 years old
Ash-Worth Timebank has its home in the village of Ashton Hayes
and its office base is above the Community Shop and Post Office.
Formed in 2003 with a small Countryside Agency Grant followed
by a 3-year Big Lottery Grant to expand the services, and became a
limited company in 2005 and registered charity in 2007. Ash-worth
Time Bank has been running for nearly 10 years now and has
expanded to include 14 Cheshire villages, encouraging rural people
to share their skills and time with other members of the community.
Ash-worth Timebank works in partnership with other organisations
including Turning Point, Vale Royal Womens Aid, the Stroke
Association, the Stoneham Project, Age UK, Dementia UK, Carers
Centre as well as regional drug rehab units.
Ash-worth Timebank/Rural Wellbeing is currently funded by
the Big Lottery and whilst still providing an opportunity for local
volunteers to share their skills and time supporting others in a
whole host of different ways, also offers a series of programmes
which are focused on promoting a person`s health and wellbeing.
These include a range of regular holistic therapy sessions,
relaxation and exercise classes, art and language classes and social
clubs and events. By becoming a member of Ash-worth Timebank
you can not only benefit from the experience of volunteering but
you can also access the wide range of activities they promote and
receive training if required.
The latest service being offered through Timebank (PACS –

Patient & Carers Service) is specifically aimed at carers of
people living at home with a life limiting illness. Support
to such carers are available from Timebank volunteers and
qualified holistic therapists and include practical and
emotional support in addition to the offer to both the carer
and the cared for of accessing the range of holistic
therapies which are available through the organisation.
In addition, Timebank is commencing a project that is
working closely with three to six GP Practices located in
rural areas. It aims to connect older people more effectively
with their own local communities and strengthen their
social and support networks .It also aims to support GPs
and related health staff in developing their own local
Timebanks.
Currently our Timebank has over 400 members and
many supporters – with a large membership in Ashton
Hayes. The organisation is always very pleased to welcome
new members. Being a member of the TimeBank is like
having an insurance policy – you never know when you
may need help! Some people who are new to the area
have found it invaluable to be able to volunteer for
Timebank since it enables them to get to know people in
the area more quickly than they would otherwise. Please
remember, joining Timebank is free as are all of the
services provided.

Please remember,
joining Timebank is
free as are all of the
services provided	
  
In the last twelve months Timebank has co-ordinated
over 2,000 ‘jobs/ tasks’ (many hours of work) through its
volunteers, some being one-off tasks, others of a more
regular nature. The tasks range greatly in nature from
providing lifts, offering companionship, gardening, as well
as supporting the social and activity groups or getting
involved in raising money for Timebank and other
charitable organisations.
During this winter we are fortunate enough in the
village to have Timebank as the coordinating organisation
for the operation of our new Snow Angels scheme that you
can read more about in this newsletter. This is making for a
much speedier and more effective introduction of the
scheme to the village given that there is a structure already
in place to support this important activity.
If you would like to find out more about Timebank and
its services please do contact either Susan Ross Turner who
is the Projects and Grants Manager of the organisation or
Caroline Massos who is the Project and Volunteer
Coordinator. On 01829 751398
Email ash-worthtime@hotmail.co.uk
Or visit the website: ash-worthtimebank.org.uk

Lend With Care loan update
In December, pub quiz regulars made a loan of £15 to
Mrs Akoko yawa Apetor, who runs a general store in
Togo, through the microfinance organisation Lend
With Care. We also made a donation of £15 to the
organisation. There has been a recent update that
Akoko has already made two repayments. When the
loan is repaid, the money will be used to help fund
another entrepreneur.
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Horse and hound owners beware
The Parish Council is receiving complaints about dog mess
on pavements and footpaths around the village. We are
determined to get tough with members of the public who allow
their dogs to foul our streets and paths. It should be recognised
that not only is it a significant health hazard but is also socially
unacceptable.
The council has already installed a number of ‘dog bins’
and is at present looking to increase the number. Requests for
new bins will be welcomed and actioned where possible.
Do’s and don’ts for dog walkers
•
•
•
•

Don’t let your dog roam the street
Always carry a poop-scoop and / or plastic bag
Scoop the poop and bag it every time the dog fouls
Dispose of the poop either in a dog bin or take it home

How you can help
We are asking the people of Ashton Hayes to help us by reporting
any fouling via the Parish Clerk or a Parish Councillor (contact
information available from village website or shop/ post office).
This will operate on a strictly confidential basis.
The type of information that would help us includes…
•
•
•
•
•

Where the dog lives
Description of the dog
Description of the person walking the dog
The time when the dog is in the area (dogs and their
owners often follow similar exercise routes and times)
Associated vehicle registration numbers.

WARNING Do not try to take photographs for obvious reasons
The Law
Legal measures to prevent dog mess are contained in the Clean
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act. This Act allows local
councils and communities to create byelaws relating to dog mess.
Councils can also issue dog control orders against individual dog
owners. Councils can issue fixed penalty orders in relation to dog
control orders. Where there is no local rate the fixed penalty is £75
In very serious cases, magistrates can issue a maximum penalty
of £1000.
Our Community Shop is there to help
Special plastic bags are available free from the shop (subject to
availability) or you can purchase doggy waste bag dispenser with
30 bags @ 99p. Poop scoops are on sale at very competitive prices.
Those people unable to bend down can order a long-handle poop
scoop from the shop.
Horse Droppings

Rural Community Services
wins accolade for care work
The RCS organisation were delighted to learn that they
had reached the finals of this year’s Social Enterprise
North West Award Scheme. The competition was strong
and it was good to have such a small organisation`s efforts
recognised.
Apart from running the several Opal Clubs in the local
area RCS has branched out to provide support to informal
carers of older people living at home. We are offering such
carers what is often a vital couple of hours a week break
from their caring responsibilities. This service is up and
running but we do need more volunteers to make it a
success. The volunteer’s role is a flexible one and the
experience can be hugely rewarding and fun too! If you or
members of your family or friends are interested in finding
out more about this please do make contact with Jean Toyn
who is our Breaktime Organiser (07563 156220) or email
jean.toyn@rcswc.org.uk
Jean is also keen to hear from you or someone you
know who would be interested in assisting an older person
become more confidant and competent in using a computer
as this is another service we are currently promoting.
Finally we are offering some short programmes of
learning over the next few months…one is a further
Singing Together programme which will start on 16 April
in Kelsall and another is a Computers for Beginners which
will run in Tattenhall and starts on 17the April. If anyone
is interested in these please let Jean know.

Space to grow your own veg
If you would like more space to grow vegetables, fruit
or flowers, why not try an allotment? Ashton Hayes
allotments are at the end of Willow Hayes and there
are plots available. For more information contact
Nigel Richards (751059) or Rnigel984@aol.com

Pilates arrives in Ashton Hayes
Sarah Wallace, Pilates instructor, personal trainer
and sports therapist also running classes in Mickle
Trafford and Kelsall is now holding a regular class in
Ashton Hayes. This is in addition to the class running
in the WI Hall organised via Timebank.
Ashton and Mouldsworth Village Hall Wednesdays
9.30 - 10.30 intermediate
10.30 - 11.30 beginners
£6 per session, bring own mat if possible
Sarah 01244 301261
akitty@supanet.com

Whilst on the subject of nuisance and a lack of consideration

	
   for others by a few we would like once more to ask that those who

exercise their horses in and around the village do so with some
thought for pedestrians, wheelchair and motorized scooter users
and those pushing buggies. The main problem area seems to be the
stretch of pavement between Grange Road and Mouldsworth
station and it is a particular issue when dark and for those who
have no choice but to keep on the pavement. Whilst riding horses
on pavements is of course illegal we would sincerely hope that all
who enjoy this sporting activity would show others the courtesy of
keeping the pavements and paths free from such waste.

Pavement parking problems
The issue has been raised at a recent Parish Council
meeting of parking on pavements in such a way as to
obstruct and impede pedestrians especially those with
buggies, wheelchairs and walking frames. This seems
to have become a feature on certain roads of late and it
is something the Parish Council would urge people to
stop doing out of consideration for others.
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From our Scout correspondent, Alan Rae

I am writing this note for Around Ashton, sat in a hostel in Wales. Together with a number of young people, I have had a great day
walking in the Dee Valley around the Corwen area. I am watching one group preparing our evening meal while a second group
are pouring over maps, plotting the tomorrow’s route.
I am left thinking of what we have done, or are about to do at Scouts. For the second year in a row, we have a Scout who has
achieved his Chief Scout Gold, the highest award at Scout level. This achievement will be recognised at a presentation in front of
the wider Chester Scout district. It is hoped this young person will shortly join our growing Young Leader Team. We started the
year with a snowboarding session at Trafford Park. Over the last few weekly Scout meetings, we have made a number of bird
boxes that are now positioned round the area. As with general housing in the village, I am told there has been a lot of interest in
the accommodation.
As I said in starting this note, we are this weekend in the Dee valley, working together on various badges related to hiking,
navigation and map reading.
What activities are we planning with our Scouts in the near future?
•
Our weekly paddle sport sessions will be starting in April with youngsters able to work towards the British Canoe
Union paddle sports awards.
•
Members will be taking part in a three-day canoe expedition on the river Wye in May. There will be an opportunity
to see the Chief Scout Bear Grylls later in the month when he visits Cheshire.
•
We are preparing our own expedition on the River Dee in July.
•
Our weekly meetings are planned to include a chance for our members to experience Improvised Rafting,

Waste collection service rubbished

Following a number of complaints and comments made to
her by local people in Ashton Hayes and surrounding villages
a meeting of the Gowy Community Forum was arranged and
chaired by Councillor Eleanor Johnson on Thursday 7 March.
This involved Officers from the Council and was also attended
by Councillor Lynn Riley who is the Executive Member for
Community & Environment within the Council.
Three local Ashton Hayes residents attended along with
local people from Dunham, Alvanley and Barrow.
The officers present were hopeful that the new waste
collection system was beginning to bed-in and that the
problems encountered at first were easing. However, the
meeting showed that this was an optimistic view given that
there are still many reports about waste items falling out of the
vehicles, of missed collections and of broken bins and lids
being returned to the householder.
All present were urged to encourage neighbours, family
and friends to bring to the Council’s attention any concerns
they have. This helps officers to understand where the issues
are and to ensure the contractor deals with them in an effective
way. The telephone number to ring with a complaint or
concern is 0300 123 7026
or email enquiries@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
and there are a number of comment/ complaint cards in the
shop which can be used to raise issues with the Council.

Police report gives details of
crimes in and around the village
At the March PC meeting, PC 3548 Steven Trow reported that
he used the services of ‘Street-clean’, provided via CWAC, to
remove the old graffiti from the rear of Ashton Hayes village
hall that has been in situ for a couple of years.
On 1st March unknown offenders smashed the windows of
an excavator on Church road Ashton Hayes. If you have any
information regarding this crime please call the Police.
On 24 February 2013 an Orange KTM motorcycle
registration SP03FWG was stolen from a lay-by on Delamere
Road, Ashton.
There have been lots of thefts recently of motorbikes and
caravans have been broken into. In particular, the Police would
like to reunite a lot of mountain bikes with their owners Visit
the PC website for all the Police newsletters.
The Police will be holding a drop in surgery at
the Village Hall car park on Tuesday 16 April at
2pm. There will also be a surgery at the
Mouldsworth train station car park the day
before this.
To call the Police for non-urgent matters dial 101.
More information is on the Cheshire Constabulary Website
www.cheshirepolice.co.uk

Songs of praise for choirmaster
Only ever sung in the shower? Were told you couldn't
sing in primary school? Ashton's community choir has
started its second year with a new leader Martin Jones.
Martin's leadership style is fun and encouraging; he is
already proving very popular. All welcome - no
experience necessary!
First session free. No commitment. Give it a try!
Ashton and Mouldsworth Village Hall, Mondays, 7.30 9.30. £3 including tea and biscuits!
Alison Ambrose 752026 or Sarah Barker 751979
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Join our children in Earth Hour switch off
A team of four final year Geography students at the University of Chester are
currently conducting a pioneering project in the village and they need your help!
On Saturday the 23rd of March at 8.30 pm till 9.30 pm communities,
councils and businesses all over the world will be switching off their lights for
Earth Hour. Earth Hour is a global initiative run by the World Wildlife Fund to
raise awareness of sustainable issues and so help save carbon emissions.
Thanks to SP Engineering Networks the students have unique access to energy
detailed hourly consumption rates in the village and will be studying the amount of
carbon actual saved during Earth Hour by the community. They however want you
to turn off more than just your lights if you can.
The students have been working with year 5 and year 6 pupils at Ashton
Primary to raise awareness of Earth Hour and help them create posters that can be
seen around the village, with the winners of the poster creation can be found in the
village shop. The students have also been working with the children of the school to
give them ideas on what to do during the hour away from TV’s and computers!
Such as:

Telling Stories

Card games

Board Games

Parlour Games

Star Gazing

Poster	
  by	
  University	
  of	
  Chester	
  Students	
  

The children will experience all this by candlelight just like Victorian children would have done over a hundred years ago.
Although the project has many energy and policy benefits, thanks to the support of SP Energy Networks that is supplying the
measured drop in energy data. It is also another step on the way for Ashton Hayes to achieve its aim of becoming England’s first
carbon neutral community. There are many social aspects of the project to, such as quality family time away from computers and
technology. So join in, get together, and switch the electricity off for one hour and save some money! A follow up of how much
has been saved will be made available in a future issue. From all of the Team we hope you will take part. We appreciate it!

End of teens for Thursday Club
	
  

We are a group of local women who enjoy a varied, informal programme of activities, which include speakers and
demonstrations, walks, visits to places of interest, theatre/cinema visits and meals out. We also enjoy two parties each year, one in
the summer and one in December when friends and partners are invited. We usually meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month and
we have 37 active members. We would love to have new members and the subscription is only £5 per year.
Thursday Club will be 20 years old next year and we are already trying to think of ways to celebrate this special anniversary If
you would like to know more or would like to come to one of our meetings please contact Onnie Powers 752620, Carol Rowntree
759173 or Gillian Forgrave 751943.

Ashton Hayes Cricket Club

An Easter welcome from St John’s

The cricket club struggled last season to find enough
players for Sunday and Mid-week fixtures and this season is
limiting its games to about six Sunday games. The club has
resigned from the Chester & North Wales mid-week league
after over 40 years and having been Division 1 league
champions in 2010 and 2011. Anyone wishing to play some
friendly matches on Sundays this Summer should contact
either Ian Dawson (07956332353 ). Mollington Cricket Club
will hire the ground for a number of games this year.

Everyone is very welcome to join us for our Easter services at
St John the Evangelist Church in Ashton Hayes. Our special
services are:

Ashton Football Club
Despite the very bad winter weather, the football club 1st
X1 is almost on schedule with regard to games played and
they remain in mid-table of the Chester & District LeagueDivision 1. Their promising cup run in the Chester
Challenge Cup came to an end at the quarterfinal stage when
they lost 2-1. The Vets X1 have some catching up to do and
will have a number of home games to play before the end of
the season.
The club will hold its annual five-a-side tournament on
June 1st on the Recreation Field to raise funds for next
season. "	
  

Palm Sunday - 24th March
10.30 a.m. Confirmation Service with Holy Communion
with Bishop Colin Bazley
Receiving of Easter Eggs for Save The Family
Maundy Thursday - 28th
March
7.30 p.m. Holy Communion
Good Friday - 29th March
2.00 p.m. Hour at the Cross
Time for quiet reflection
Easter Sunday - 31st
March
9.00 a.m. Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 a.m. Holy
Communion (for all ages)
Easter eggs for children!
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Parish Council Contact information
We welcome feedback and suggestions on our activities.
Please feel free to contact our Clerk, Andrea Thwaite, or any of
the Parish Councillors listed below:
Clerk:
Andrea Thwaite
clerk@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
Home: 01829 781398
Mobile: 07920 103597
Postal Address:
Andrea Thwaite
Clerk to Parish Council,
Barn 3
Golden Nook Farm
Long Lane
Hargrave
Cheshire
CH3 7RB

If	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  a	
  
large	
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  version	
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version.	
  	
  

Chair:
Jane Colville
jane@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
Deputy:
Pauline Tilley
pauline@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
(Contact Pauline for hire of the Parish Rooms)
Councillors:
Dave Lee
dave@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
Trevor Scadeng
trevor@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
Lisa Allman
lisa@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
Naomi Deynem
Please contact via Parish Clerk
Georgina Lloyds-Watts
georgina@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
David Wlison
david@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
Garry Charnock
garry@ashtonhayespc.co.uk

Planning applications refused
We are delighted to report that the planning appeal by
Equity Housing for 15 houses next to the Methodist
Chapel has been dismissed by the Planning Inspector
(APP/A0665/A/12/2179308). The Parish Council would
like to thank everyone for their support in joining in the
public debate on this important issue and for their help in
drafting our response to the planning department.
The full decision can be found in these three documents on
our website (planning section).
Cover Letter
Decision
Costs decision
The application for two houses at the rear of the Golden
Lion pub has been refused by the CWAC Planning
Department (12/04887/FUL | 2 detached dwellings
(resubmission 12/03154/FUL). Details on the CWAC
planning portal.

Ashton Snow Angels Big Thaw!
Now that spring is close our Ashton Snow Angels scheme
draws to a close and we put away our thermals and snow
grips not to mention our shovels!
We think the scheme has been a great success but will
know more of this once it has been evaluated and that
evaluation will be reported on to the Parish Council and to
local people via this newsletter. In the meantime we`d like
to thanks all our wonderful volunteers who gave of their
time and effort, to The Community Shop and Post Office
for support given and to Timebank and particularly
Caroline who administered the scheme locally for us.
We are going to be talking to our volunteers and customers
about whether we would want to have Snow Angels in
place next	
  Winter and beyond. We are also going to talk
about how we might develop in the parish an ongoing
approach to crises and disasters be they natural or man
made, a response which would kick in when necessary,
when people in the area are at their most vulnerable Such
an approach is known as Community Resilience and would
be there to complement and supplement the work of the
emergency services. In the next edition of Around Ashton
we will feature this concept and give more detail and
information.

	
   	
  Do
	
   you like flowers and enjoy meeting people?

Why not join us for an evening of entertainment as you watch a skilled flower arranger
demonstrate their art. All arrangements are raffled so you may even take one home with you! 	
  We meet in Tarvin Community Centre, on the
second Wednesday of every month	
  at 7.30 p.m., (except August and December) and you would be assured of a very friendly welcome.	
  
•
Wednesday March 13th Kate Russell - " Out of the Attic"	
  
•
Wednesday April 10th - Members Evening - all welcome 	
  
•
Wednesday May 8th Sue Munslow - "Treasures of the Severn Gorge"	
  
•
Wednesday June 12th - Garden visit 	
  
•
Wednesday July 10th - AGM and demonstration "Craft Ideas"	
  
•
Wednesday 11th September - David Mason - Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow
Further information from 01829 740855 or 01829 740473	
  June Pughe, Programme Secretary	
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