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AHSRA’s field wins first prize out 
of 200 entrants for top UK award 
 
AHSRA supporters show off the trophy and 
the new plaque awarded for winning first prize 
in the 2012 ‘Most Improved QEII Site, 
Supported by SITA Trust”, presented at Lord’s 
Cricket Ground on 29th November. 
The prize also includes a new wooden bench 
for the field. This is the inaugural award of the 
QEII Playing Fields Awards that started earlier 
this year. AHSRA would like to thank the 
entire community for the support it has given 
to this amazing project. The trophies will be 
on public display at the shop. 

In entering the award AHSRA said “Until 
the summer of 2011, our village had no 
recreation ground or play area worthy of the 
name. The village football team played their 
“home” matches 5 miles away. Kids were 
bored and some were being a nuisance. Our 
association was founded in 2007 (becoming a 
charity in 2010) to put in place a first-class 
recreation ground facility, with land purchase 
being its first goal. In 2009/10 we raised 
enough money (£67,5000) to buy a 4.7 acre 

field near the village 
centre. Our 
involvement with the 
QEII scheme started 
in early 2010 and the 
signing of the Trust 
Deed with the Parish 
Council was a key 
step forwards, giving 
confidence to partners 
and funders. When we 
purchased the field in 
2010, it was just a 
fallow farmer’s field 
last used for growing 
potatoes. Its only 
community value was 
for dog walkers. Now 
it is a first-class 
recreation ground 
with a play area, 

football pitch, outdoor gym, carbon-neutral 
pavilion with car park, a perimeter path, nature 
area and picnic areas. Three teams on a regular 
basis use the football pitch. The fully 
accessible pavilion provides excellent facilities 
for changing, with showers, toilets and a 
spectator room with kitchen facilities. The 
building was built to a high environmental 
standard and features a 10kW bank of solar 
panels and heating via an air-source heat 
pump. Income from the solar panels (managed 
by the Ashton Hayes Community Energy 
Company) makes a big contribution towards 
the running costs of the field...(see PC website 
for all text)” 

Village Hall is now transformed 
The committee are very proud of the work 
undertaken by Tommy Donnachie and his 
helpers that has seen a transformation at the 
Village Hall. The committee had reached an 
arrangement with the Janis Anderson School 
of Dance whereby conversion work was to be 
undertaken at the hall to create an extra dance 
studio.  

Tommy agreed to carry out the work and this 
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has now largely been completed with just the 
first floor office and store to be finished. As a 
result the committee are now able to offer two 
rooms for hire the main hall and the new dance 
studio. A new kitchen and cloakrooms 
compliment the extra facilities. 

The work has enabled us to let the hall for 
extra hours to Janis as well as new users. In 
addition the existing users have all 
complimented Tommy on his hard work. 
There are plenty of opportunities for additional 
users to hire either the main hall or the new 
dance studio. Future hirers should contact 
Helen at the post office for availability. 

Shop gears up for Christmas  
  

 
Thank you to all customers who were able to 
come along to our Christmas fayre, on 
Saturday 24th November. Customers were able 
to see our range of Christmas products 
including Christmas Hampers containing local 
produce which can be custom made to suit 

your needs. 
Visitors also 
met Father 
Christmas and 
were treated to 
mulled wine 
and a mince 
pie while 
enjoying music 
from Ashton 
Community 
Choir. We are 
currently 

taking orders for your Christmas joints and 
turkeys from Wallys and Fruit & Veg from 
Hales of Frodsham which will be available for 
collection Christmas week. Please ask Deb for 
on order form in store. 

In November the shop launched our Monthly 
prize draw. Customers spending £10* are 
entered into a draw to have a chance of 
winning a £25 voucher to spend in the shop. 
The prize ticket is to be drawn on the last 
Friday of each month. It's an ideal chance to 
support your local shop. Many thanks to all the 
local businesses that have donated the  
vouchers for the draw. November’s draw was 
sponsored by The Golden Lion Pub 
(*£10 spend does not include paper bills) 

Volunteers are crucial to the running of our 
community shop. Without the support of 
helpers our shop would not be viable and we 
are very grateful to all our volunteers who help 
in many different ways in the shop. We are 
always looking for the support of more 
support, and if you could spare even one hour 
to help we would be very grateful. Training 
will be given and there are many different 
tasks in the shop that volunteers can help with. 
Volunteering can be a good way of meeting 
new people. Many of our younger volunteers 
are able to record their volunteering 
experience on their CV. At the moment we are 
specifically seeking some more volunteer 
support early in the morning before the shop 
opens to sort out the daily papers and get them 
ready to go out on the paper rounds and on the 
shelves. If you are an `early bird` and can 
spare an hour first thing one or two mornings  
a week doing this essential task we would be 
delighted to hear from you .  If you are 
interested or need more information about 
volunteering  please call in at the shop to 
speak to our manager Deb Deynem or call 
01829 759023 and on our Facebook site. 

The new shop website is launched! 
Have a look at our new updated website at 
www.ourvillageshop.org.uk. It is the best 
place to get all the up to date news from the 
store! 
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RCS/Opal offers breaks for carers 
Rural Community Services (RCS) has started 
up a brand new free service called Breaktime 
for carers of older people living at home. It 
offers the carer a few hours a week peace of 
mind and an opportunity to do something they 
want to do while a volunteer spends time with 
the older person. As a carer you don`t need to 
be living with the older person, simply 
supporting them in a significant way. Carers 
desperately need regular breaks and support 
and don`t always recognise that themselves. If 
you are a carer of an older person or know 
someone who is living locally please consider 
the Breaktime service. If you are someone 
who would be interested in relieving a carer 
please telephone Jean 07984 299140 or email 
jean.toyn@rcswc.org.uk  

The Kelsall Opal Club for older people 
(which also covers Ashton Hayes) is desperate 
for more driver volunteers to collect and return 
members to and from the club in Kelsall. 
Drivers will generally go on the rota once a 
Monday per month and it takes no more than 
an hour in the morning and afternoon. If you 
can spare a couple of hours a month please 
telephone Zoe on 07562 619275 or email her  
zoe.blocksidge@rcswc.org.uk. 

Are you interested in learning about how to 
improve your communication with people who 
are deaf or losing they’re hearing? If so, we 
are keen to offer a free course in the New Year 
that might be of interest to you as it provides 
information and insights into communication 
skills plus a basic introduction to signing. We 
know a few local people want to do this course 
but at the moment we need more people to 
justify RCS running it. If you are interested 
please telephone Jean on 07984 299140 or 
email her on jean.toyn@rcswc.org.uk 

Finally we are proud to say that RCS 
narrowly missed an award from the Morgan 
Foundation for its strong performance as a 
small charitable organisation making a social 
contribution. It got through to the finals and 
received a `Highly Commended ` and has been 
invited to reapply next time as the judges were 
very impressed by the organisation. 

Tarvin flower club is pots of fun 
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting 
people? Why not join us for an evening of 
entertainment as you watch a skilled flower 
arranger demonstrate their art. All 
arrangements are raffled so you may even take 
one home with you! We meet in Tarvin 
Community Centre, on the second Wednesday 
of every month at 7.30 p.m., (except August 
and December) and you would be assured of a 
friendly welcome (see schedule above). 

We had a very successful Pearl Anniversary 
Meeting on October 10th  with Bucks Fizz and 
nibbles, which happily many of the founder 
members of the Ashton Hayes and Tarvin 
Flower Club were able to attend as well. We 
were very fortunate to receive a grant from the 
Co-operative Community Fund for £500 that 
boosted our club funds and will enable us to 
continue for another twelve months and 
hopefully with the addition of new members to 
achieve another anniversary in 10 years.  

We very much look forward to the return of 
Diane Fair in January and Jackie Charnock for 
the first time in February and Kate Russell in 
March early next year.  

Demonstrations booked for 2013 
Wednesday January 9th       
Diane Fair –  “ Purely for Pleasure” 
Wednesday February 13th             
Jackie Charnock  -  
Wednesday March 13th         
Kate Russell – “Out of the Attic” 
Wednesday April 10th                    
To be advised 
Wednesday May 8th                       
Sue Munslow “Treasure of the Severn 
Gorge” 
Wednesday June 12th         
Visit to Stonyford Cottage Nursery 
Wednesday July 10th                     
AGM  
Further information from 01829 740855 or 
01829 740473  
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Ashton Snow Angels have arrived 

 
The Snow Angels scheme has started 
operating in the village. The idea behind it is 
simple…it is about getting support and 
assistance to people who when weather 
conditions are very difficult need support. The 
scheme relies totally on volunteers known as 
Snow Angels who will get involved in a whole 
range of activities from the obvious one of 
snow clearance and gritting through to 
ensuring that someone has sufficient basic 
food supplies and are keeping warm during the 
very cold weather. 

We have been delighted by the response to 
our request for volunteers and we have a wide 
range of ages, including some younger people. 
We have men and women involved and the 
school, the shop, the Church, the local Police, 
the Fire Service, the Council and other 
organisations are supporting us in different 
ways. Timebank is our coordinating 
organisation and Caroline from Timebank is 
working extra hours to ensure that volunteers 
are registered and can be easily contacted. She 
is also welcoming those who wish to take 
advantage of this service. 
As a Parish Council-supported initiative we 
are seeing this as an opportunity for us to test 
out the value and the impact of such a service. 
We shall review the scheme after winter to see 
if we wish to run something of this kind in the 
future. If anyone in the village would like to be 
a customer or helper please contact Caroline at 
Timebank on 01829  751398  or email  
ashtonhayes@snowangels.org.uk                                                        

Babies and toddlers on 
the move! 

The Baby & Toddler Group now meets in the 
WI Hall on Tuesday mornings from 10:30am.  
We would love to see some new faces 

enjoying the indoor and outdoor space. Please 
drop in for a cup of tea and a play!  Mums, 
dads, grandparents, carers, bumps, babies, 
toddlers and pre-schoolers are all welcome! 
For more information, please call Sally 
Whelan on 01829 752374 or visit our 
Facebook page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ashton-
Hayes-Baby-and-Toddler-Group 
 
Neighbourhood Plan - The Latest 
We are about to submit the application to 
formally register the Neighbourhood Plan 
Forum for Ashton, following which Cheshire 
West and Chester Council will publish the 
application for consultation. It will set out the 
geographical boundaries within which the 
Neighbourhood Plan intends working and 
subject to the consultation it has been agreed 
that we can include the area known as Horton 
cum Peel. Since the last edition of Around 
Ashton the Task Groups have been progressing 
the key issues that affect our local area and 
should be considered in the Neighbourhood 
Plan. Some additional residents have 
volunteered to join the Task Groups and if you 
are interested in getting involved please let us 
know [contact Jane Colville 
janecolville@btinternet.com or via the shop]  

As there are several different topics 
(housing, environment, employment etc.) in 
the Neighbourhood Plan, you may well find 
that you are being asked in different ways 
[surveys, invitations to discussions etc.] to 
express your views on a whole range of 
matters. We will try to keep the number of 
surveys we send out to a minimum but hope 
you agree that it's better to ask you rather than 
make assumptions on your behalf! 

 
The Facilities, Amenities, Social and 
Welfare Task Group will be actively 
engaging with the various organisations, clubs 
and groups that operate in and on behalf of the 
village so we can be clear about what works 
well currently, where there are gaps and where 
improvements might be made. This group is 
already making progress in reviewing the 
meeting halls and spaces in the village and 
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seeking to develop a plan with all who manage 
or use such facilities so we can ensure that 
local people in the future have access to 
appropriate local facilities to run the range of 
events required. 
 
The Housing Task Group meets regularly 
and is hoping to collect a representative set of 
views to add to the responses received to the 
initial Neighbourhood Plan survey. The 
group's aim is to work up ideas and options 
about housing need in the future that can be 
shared with the whole village through the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The Business and Employment Group is in 
ongoing discussion with existing local 
businesses and employers, to understand the 
current businesses and employment situation 
in the village and wider parish, to consider 
initiatives that might strengthen business and 
the impact on the community. 
 
The Environment Group and the Transport 
and Infrastructure Group is still finalising 
its remit and brief and agreeing the process 
through which it will be working on these 
areas of interest and activity. 
All groups will set out to share information 
and ideas at every opportunity so that any 
crossover issues are recognised and discussed 
fully. 
 
Between now and Spring 2013, work within 
the Task Groups will continue, culminating in 
a publication which will go out to every 
household identifying key issues and a set of 
alternative options to consider and evaluate. 
This stage is very important, as it will be 
followed by the production of a draft plan. 
We will shortly be uploading information to 
part of the Village / Parish Council website 
(www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk) and we would 
urge anyone interested to read what is there 
and comment or make suggestions to assist our 
ongoing activity. 
 

 

Ashton Hayes 
0-4s Playgroup  
is a friendly and 
welcoming group of 
mums, dads, 
grandparents and 
carers who meet from 
1:15pm to 3pm each 
Thursday during term 

time, in the Ashton Hayes Primary School hall. 
There are toys for babies and toddlers and a 
craft activity for the older children, 
refreshments are provided for adults and 
children, and we ask for a donation of £1.50 
towards our overheads. Please contact Nicole 
Wright on 01928 740257 or visit our Facebook 
page:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ashton-
Hayes-0-4s-Playgroup/ 
 

DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL 
HOUSING NEED? 

 
• affordable houses 
• accommodation for the elderly  
• other special needs 

The Neighbourhood Plan team would like to 
speak in confidence to residents, or their 
relatives, who have a special local housing need, 
or who anticipate such a need in the next 15 
years.   

Our aim is to understand these needs in greater 
depth.  At this stage we would like to put 
together a list of interested residents.  We would 
then contact each resident to arrange a short 
private discussion. 
It is important for us know about everyone with 
a potential need otherwise we will underestimate 
the need.  If you have a need, please contact 
Mike Powers on 01829 752620 or email him on 
mikepowers23@hotmail.com.  
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WI reaches 90 but faces trouble 
The Ashton Hayes WI Hall is celebrating its 
90 years in 2013 - please don’t let it be the 
year we have to close our doors. Our hall is 
run by the WI Members and unfortunately the 
hall is going to be run at a potential heavy loss 
for the first time in its history. This is mainly 
due to the moving of the loss of income due to 
the dancing classes moving to the village hall. 
We need the hall to be used on a more regular 
basis by new groups so if you are thinking of 
forming a new club, dancing class, activity 
please consider using our hall.  The cost to hire 
our hall is £10 per hour. The Church is using 
our hall more due to the closure of the Guild 
room, which is a great help, but we do need 
more regular bookings from others. The WI 
Membership consists of approx. 22 ladies, and 
we would like to increase our membership so, 
if anyone is thinking of joining please do, as 
you will be made most welcome.  You do not 
need to become a member straight away, come 
along as a visitor at a cost of just £2.00. If you 
see a meeting advertised on our notice board 
that you like the sound of, why not just pop 
along? For further information about our hall 
and WI membership please give our president 
a call – Liz Heidenreich on 01829 752233, or 
email liz.heidenreich@btinternet.com " 
 
Football and cricket updates 
Ashton Hayes Football Club now have two 
teams and 50 players. The 1st team play in 
Division 1 of the Chester & District league and 
at the end of November were in 6th place out 
of 12 teams and are through to the third round 
of the Chester Challenge Cup. The Vets team, 
who play friendlies, have won 4, lost 2 and 
drawn 2 matches. All home matches, which 
kick-off at 2 pm on Saturdays, are advertised 
on a notice board outside the Community 
Shop. Ashton Hayes Cricket Club own their 
own ground in the village but are struggling to 
find enough players to play their Sunday 
fixtures. It has been decided next year to play 
only a limited number of matches. If anyone is 
interested in playing, please contact Andy 
Nicholls on 01244 350685 or Ian Dawson on 
07767 817445. 

Ash-Worth Timebank nine years old 
Ash-Worth Timebank has its home in the 
village of Ashton Hayes and its office base is 
above the Community Shop and Post Office. It 
has been running successfully for over 9 years 
and in that time has transformed and expanded 
to cover a wider geographical area of rural 
West Cheshire and offer an extended range of 
services. The Timebank was set up formally in 
2003 as a time-limited project funded by the 
Lottery and with some Cheshire County 
Council funding following this.  After 
becoming a registered charity in 2007 it 
secured further Big Lottery funding which 
unusually has been sustained. Next issue we 
shall focus on the range of services Timebank 
now offers.  
 

Endnote: Horse Droppings Alert! 
The last Around Ashton highlighted the problem of 
horse droppings. This issue seems to still exist and 
we really would like to ask horse and pony owners 
and riders to be considerate of pedestrians and not 
foul paths and pavements that are there for their use 
and enjoyment. 

A Christmas welcome from St Johns 
church, Ashton Hayes 
	  
Our	  new	  vicar,	  David	  Lamb,	  invites	  everyone	  to	  
the	  Christmas	  celebrations	  at	  St	  John	  the	  
Evangelist	  Church.	  The	  special	  services	  are:	  
	  
Sunday,	  23rd	  December	  
6.30	  p.m.	   Nine	  Lessons	  and	  Carols	  	  
	  
Christmas	  Eve	  
3.00	  p.m.	   Crib	  Service	  -‐	  especially	  for	  young	  
children	  and	  their	  families	  
11.30	  p.m.	  	   Holy	  Communion	  
	  
Christmas	  Day	  
9.00	  a.m.	   Holy	  Communion	  (Book	  of	  
Common	  Prayer)	  
10.30	  a.m.	   Informal	  All-‐Age	  Service	  with	  

Communion	  -‐	  children	  (and	  grown-‐
ups!)	  are	  welcome	  to	  bring	  their	  
presents	  along	  

	  
 


