Around Ashton

Community News from Ashton Hayes Parish Council
Parish Council response to revised
planning application (11/05914/FUL)
Many thanks to the 50 people or so who came
out on 16 June to hear details of Equity
Housing’s revised planning application for 15
homes alongside the Methodist Chapel in
Ashton Lane. Equity Housing and
representatives from CWAC’s Housing
Strategy Department turned up to talk about
the proposals.
We had a full and lively 2-hour discussion
and a meeting report can be found on the
Parish Council’s website
www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk. The PC has also
submitted an additional response to the one
already provided for the first planning
application, which is also on our website. The
PC takes its lead from the community and has
objected to Equity’s proposal on many
grounds, with the lack of proper public
consultation topping the list.
Many people may be aware that CWAC now
receives financial benefits from the
Government to encourage the development of
affordable homes and this could be in the order
of £100,000 for this proposed development
that goes to the Planning Committee on 3rd
July. CWAC is now saying that it will give
20% of this revenue to the village, via the PC.
Flower demonstration in Tarvin
Do you like flowers and enjoy meeting
people? Why not join the Gardening Club for
an evening of entertainment as you watch a
skilled flower arranger demonstrate their art.
All arrangements are raffled so you may even
take one home with you! We meet in Tarvin
Community Centre, on the second Wednesday
of every month at 7.30 p.m., (except August
and December) and you would be assured of a
friendly welcome.
Visitors pay £2.50 on production of this
newsletter. Further information from 01829
740855 or 01829 740473

Equity sent us this photo of one of their typical affordable
houses but say the final brick and external specifications
have yet to be decided. They pledge to build Code 4
homes.

Jubilee Celebrations
The village celebrations to mark the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee took place on the recreation
field on Sunday 3rd June. The day started with
the official opening of the new footpath,
orchard and woodland area on the field. The
celebrations then continued, despite the
terrible weather conditions, with entertainment
including Punch and Judy, circus skills, and a
performance by Ashton Community Choir.
Tea and cakes were very popular (it was warm
and dry in the pavilion!) but many hardy souls
ventured forth to support the flower show, the
bookstall, the village shop and many more.
Thank you to all those who braved the
elements to support the event and to all the
village organisations (at least 14 were
involved) who worked closely to bring the
event together.
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Neighbourhood plan update
by Richard May

The Parish Council has decided to produce a
Neighbourhood Plan, in line with the
Decentralisation and Localism Bill. This is a
document that will reflect the opinions of local
residents, businesses and organisations on the way
in which the Parish develops in the coming years.
Neighbourhood Plans enable communities to guide
and promote development in line with the wishes
of those in the community.
Neighbourhood Plans are expected to cover
issues such as where new houses should be built
and what types of housing we feel are needed, but
should also cover other aspects of village life
including what open space should be protected,
other environmental issues and any views on
business and employment. However, no-one has
previous experience of producing a
Neighbourhood Plan - the legislation was only
passed at the end of 2011 and a handful of towns
and villages have so far started the process.
Locally, Tattenhall started their planning last year
and expect to publish in 2013. Tarporley's first
public meeting to launch their process was held on
March 19.
Our Neighbourhood Plan will be different from
the Parish Plan that was published in 2009 - it has
a wider scope and has to comply with EU
Directives and national and local planning policy.
It has to be accepted by more than 50% of local
residents who vote on this in the referendum which
will be held, but it would then be adopted by
Cheshire West and Chester Council and would be a
primary consideration in planning decisions, so it
is really important that everyone gets involved to
ensure it reflects the views of residents, businesses
and organisations.
Everyone in Ashton Hayes will be consulted
during the development of the Plan and a detailed
questionnaire will be circulated later in the year.
An initial survey was conducted among 100
households chosen at random and selected
organisations to establish what are the big issues
on which we need to consult and include in the
Neighbourhood Plan. We did include some groups
of children at this stage, with the help of the school
and the Scouts group.
Questions were grouped into six headings:
environment, business and employment; housing;
facilities and amenities; infrastructure and
transport; social and welfare.

The next step is to hold two drop-in sessions,
where the Neighbourhood Plan Co-ordinating
Group will share the findings of the survey with
you and you can ask questions and let them know
your thoughts. The dates are given at the end of
this article. These will be informal sessions - you
can call in at any time on either day and chat to the
Neighbourhood Plan Co-ordinating Group. Your
contribution can be as detailed or as wide ranging
as you wish - the idea is to gather as much
information as possible.
One of the big issues raised by people has been
the open space, green areas and wildlife that we
enjoy. We will make sure the Plan shows the value
people place on them and identify any threats that
might be on the horizon. Your thoughts on that at
the drop in sessions will be welcomed.
Understandably, housing was also a major theme
to emerge from the initial survey. It is likely that
the questionnaire that will go to all residents later
in the year will ask about the need for affordable
housing and other housing types. More
specifically, questions will cover the possible
locations, numbers and the merits of integration, so
please drop in to one of the sessions to offer your
own views and help shape the questions.
This is a highly sensitive area and it is worth
noting that the Neighbourhood Plan for Dawlish
was recently rejected by the independent examiner
in part because they had assessed the level of
housing which would be acceptable to the local
community rather than the level that the
community needed.
If you represent an organisation in the Parish and
would like someone from the Neighbourhood Plan
Co-ordinating Group to come and talk to you as a
group, please contact Jane Colville to arrange it.
Jane, a Parish Councillor, is leading the
development of the Plan and can be contacted on
01829 752607 or jane@ashtonhayespc.co.uk
Drop-in sessions for your diary
Saturday July 7

10am - 1pm

Monday July 9

6pm - 8pm

Both sessions are in the Parish Room, West
End, Ashton Hayes
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Activities in and around Ashton Hayes
Here is a roundup of the reports given by local
organisations and groups that attended the PC’s June
Annual General Meeting – by Jane Colville.

The PC heard fascinating reports from 15
group representatives including those from St
John’s Church, the Primary School, Village
Hall Committee, Cricket and Football Clubs,
Scouts, Community Shop, Gardening Club, the
Womens’ Institute, the Allotments and the
Opal Club.
Each representative was asked what, if
anything, the Parish Council might be able to
do to support that local group. All were also
asked to consider what they might be able to
contribute to a DEFRA-sponsored village
initiative that is attempting to plan ahead the
response to any natural or manmade disaster so that local people can be supported in an
effective way.
Here are the highlights:The Cricket Club is searching for someone
prepared to recruit, establish and coach a
junior cricket team [if anyone is interested or
knows someone who might be, please contact
Robert Lewis on 01829 751541].
The Football Club talked about the
increasing popularity and interest being shown
by local residents who are keen to join the
village team since the opening of the new
playing field.
Peter Johnson talked about future plans to
enhance the Village Hall which would be to
the benefit of the main user, the Janis
Anderson School of Dance, and other users
such as the Kelsall Choir, Badminton Club and
Pilates class. The improvements should
encourage other clubs and organisations to
book the hall as a venue. Peter explained that
bookings for the Village Hall are now
organised through Helen Rimmer at the Post
Office.
Our new Vicar, Reverend David Lamb
outlined some developments that the Church
is putting in place, including the provision of a
children`s play area, family services and older
persons lunches. He was also keen to establish

closer links with the community and in line
with that has accepted an invitation to join the
Ashworth Timebank Board of Trustees. The
Church is considering new and clearer signage
and it is seeking a person with design skills to
help develop the signage. There Church is
keen to embrace renewable energy and
promote energy efficiency and will work with
the Going Carbon Neutral project and the new
Community Energy Company in developing
ideas. In the event of a disaster, the Church
could offer people spiritual and emotional
solace whilst at the same time offering space
and cover for those in difficulty.
Chris Priddey, Head of the Primary School
described some of the happenings at the school
starting with the beautiful new buildings which
have replaced the old mobile classrooms and
have impacted in such a positive way on the
whole school.
The solar panels, provided by the Going
Carbon Neutral Project, are having positive
effect on the school’s finances, as the
electricity bills are lower. Chris is keen to see
the school working in different ways with the
local community and talked about the exciting
plans for the school gardens, something he
wondered whether the Parish Council might be
able to support in some way. He was pleased
to say that the school continues to attract
children from the village and further afield so
that the numbers remain high and healthy.
Speeding on Church Road continues to be an
issue and a danger and Chris hoped that the
additional speed warning sign which has been
ordered would help further deter such
inconsiderate drivers.
The Scouts had an upbeat message,
explaining that there are currently around 24
young men and women involved locally. A
total of four members have secured the Chief
Scouts Gold Award this year – a remarkable
achievement. The Scouts get involved in a
range of adventure activities and are always
looking for people who can help as skill
leaders. If anyone is interested in such
involvement please contact Alan Reay on
01606 313212.
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Ashton Nursery was pleased to report that it
had achieved an `outstanding` in its Ofsted
Inspection and was a finalist in the 2011
National Nursery team of the Year Award. It
has forged strong links with the school
continue and they have expressed a
willingness to offer support and provision to
the wider community should an emergency
situation arise.
The local Womens’ Institute will have been
running for 90 years next year and currently
has 20 members and is always ready to
welcome new members. Monthly meetings
take place in the WI Hall, the upkeep of which
continues to present a challenge in terms of the
income required.
Andrew Garman spoke about the Ashton
Sings’ Community Choir that has been up and
running for about four months. It is currently
`resting` for the summer but will restart in
September. This organisation has proved very
popular with up to 6o people involved at
different times and the emphasis is very much
on having fun rather than necessarily
achieving musical excellence, though those
that have heard the choir would say that there
has been a bit of that along the way too!
Lisa Allman spoke about the Community
Shop that continues to be well supported by
volunteers and to be just about breaking even
financially. During the year the shop was
nominated for a local Cheshire Business
Award and reached the finals. In addition Lisa
herself was awarded a Rural Woman of the
Year award, something that was also bestowed
on Pauline Tilley for her services to the local
community. Lisa spoke of the role the shop
has had in assisting through a mentoring role
another community shop in North Wales. She
also identified some of the ways the shop
could perhaps help the community in a disaster
situation through access to supplies.
Jane Colville described the work of the
Kelsall Opal Club that provides a one-day a
week [Monday] service to the very elderly
who are in danger of becoming socially and
physically isolated. It also provides a vital
service to the carers of these individuals in the

form of a few hours break each week. A few
older people from Ashton Hayes are members
of the Opal Club and the organisers are keen
that others who may benefit, join. In addition
the club is always keen to recruit more adult
volunteers of any age, men or women for a
variety of tasks and roles including driving,
cooking and providing support and activities.
If anyone is interested in finding out more
about this important initiative please contact
Jane Colville on 01829 752607.
In brief….
On the night of Friday15th June an ornamental stone
pig, that has delighted passers by for 30 years, was
stolen from the porch of 39 peel crescent. If anyone has
any information of this theft would they please ring
01829759432 or the police on 08454580000 quoting
ref. cc12165495.
The PC gets constant calls from people who are upset
about the fouling of footpaths and highways with dog
dirt and horse droppings. Please can these animal
lovers be more responsible and clean up any mess!
Ashton Hayes Community Energy Company (A
Community Interest Company) is keen to welcome
members from the village. More information will be
issued soon but if you are keen to join in the meantime,
please contact Professor Roy Alexander (Chair) on
r.alexander@chester.ac.uk.

Thanks to Pauline Tilley
After 33 years constant volunteer service on the Parish
Council, Pauline handed over the Chair to Garry
Charnock. The PC wishes to express its thanks to
Pauline for all her hard work and is delighted that she
will remain on the PC as Deputy Chair.
Around Ashton is produced on behalf of the Parish
Council for the benefit of all residents, clubs and
societies. Full details of the Parish Council Meetings,
Agendas, Minutes and other activities can be found on
our website at www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk.
We welcome feedback and our meetings are open to
everyone. They normally take place on the second
Monday of every month (except August) and start at
8pm in the Parish Rooms. Check website for details.
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