Around Ashton
Community News from Ashton Hayes Parish Council

A pub for our community

Half Marathon by running a drinks station at
Mouldsworth. Several members of the troop
have been climbing at the indoor climbing
facility at Llangollen.
Future Activities and Events

The race is on to find buyers for the pub and it
seems likely that offers will be made soon.
However, the success of the village shop has
encouraged the Parish Council to see if
residents would support community ownership
of the Golden Lion. Kate Harrison has kindly
agreed to survey residents to investigate the
level of support for the Golden Lion as a
community pub. We have had a great response
to her recent survey with cash and volunteeer
support on offer.
If no buyer can be found in the short term,
the Coop has agreed to fund the consultancy
support we need to help us set up the
oranisaton we need to buy and operate the pub.
Even if a buyer comes along, our survey data
will encorage the new owners to introduce
ideas that they know will have community
support. For more info, contact
kate.harrison2@btopenworld.com or call her
on 01829 751696.
Scout leader wins top Merit award
One of Ashton Scout leaders has been
recognised for his work in Scouting over the
years with the presentation of one of Scoutings
top awards, the Award for Merit to mark his
outstanding service to Scouting.
Scouting at Ashton has grown again through
the year and continues to offer a wide range of
interesting and adventurous activities for the
young people of the area. Amongst other
activities over the last few months members of
Ashton Scouts supported the Three Villages

Ashton Scouts are also training for the Annual
Cheshire Hike a weekend Hiking and Camping
competition run by Cheshire Scouts. This year
members will take part in a three-day canoe
expedition on the River Wye And weekend
camps. Do you have an interesting or exciting
hobby you could share? If so Contact Alan
Reay leader, Ashton Scouts. Email
chilealan@btinternet.com or telephone
07810303490.
Recycling rate reaches almost 50%
A reminder to all the keen recyclers in the
village! The blue bin can now be used to
recycle even more of your household waste,
such as yoghurt pots and plastic food trays. We
should be able to improve on the CWaC
recycling rate of 47.95% in 2009/10. You can
continue to recycle: paper, cardboard,
newspapers, magazines, junk mail and
envelopes, food and drink cans, aerosols and
foil, plastic bags and textiles, shredded paper
(bagged). Glass bottles and jars and household
batteries in the separate caddy.
Yes, please! (empty and rinsed clean)
• Drinks bottles
• Shampoo and detergent bottles
• Butter and margarine tubs Ice cream tubs
• Fruit and vegetable punnets (not black)
• Clean food trays (not black) Yoghurt pots
• Plastic egg trays Plastic packaging from toys,
electrical items and Easter eggs
No, thanks!
• Plastic film (eg cling film) Bubble wrap
• Bread bags, black plastic items
• Crisp and biscuit packets/ wrappers Cassettes
and video tapes
• Buckets, bowls, plant pots
• Food storage containers
Biodegradable/compostable packaging
• Hard plastics (children's toys, CD cases)
Beverage cartons (eg Tetra pak) DIY and
Garden product containers.
• Anything else not on the 'yes please' list.
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School gets an excellent report!
We have had a very successful term with the
children continuing to work hard in their
lessons and have recently received their school
reports from the teachers as a celebration of all
that has been achieved this year. The children
have enjoyed taking part in sports activities,
including a sports evening at school where
families enjoyed a picnic in the evening sun,
as they watched children race up and down the
track!
The Summer Fair was a fantastic success
thanks to the hard work of the PTFA. The
children and parents enjoyed African
drumming, listening the Helsby High School
band, watching May Pole Dancing, as well as
all the other fun activities at the Fair. The
school is raising money to further develop the
outdoor learning environment for the children.
We would be grateful for any offers of shrubs,
plants which are being split or other donations
in the Spring when we will be focussing on the
school grounds.

We are looking forward to the development of
the school building with the start of the works
to create a two-classroom extension. The
ageing mobile classrooms will finally be
removed to provide a smart and modern
building for the children. It is hoped that this
building will also accommodate PV solar
panels (see above illustration) to generate
electricity for the school and local community,
in a similar way to the ones on the new
pavilion. This work will begin during the
summer holidays and should be complete
before the end of the year. I wish the children
and parents a happy holiday and I look
forward to welcoming them back in
September. Chris Priddey, Headteacher.

OPAL club offers a fun time for
older folk around the area
Kelsall Opal offers older people who are in
danger of becoming isolated and their carers
who need a regular break with a service every
Monday. It runs out of the Kelsall Methodist
Church and has up to 12 members who are
currently aged 80+. They come from Kelsall ,
Ashton and Mouldsworth and are supported by
a small staff and local volunteers. Our
organisation is new, known as Rural
Community Services, West Cheshire and took
over the operation of the service from Age UK
in June and runs four similar services in
Helsby, Tarporley and Tattenhall. As a new
organisation we aim to improve and enliven
the services on offer. To this end we are
currently seeking funding from the Council to
run some programmes which we hope will
appeal to new and existing members.
We are keen to work alongside other
organisations to the betterment of all and we
have a strong working relationship being built
up with Ashworth Timebank which supports us
by providing therapy time and expertise. We
also hope to join forces with Chester's
Grosvenor Museum and develop a series of
sessions which looks at the past through the
memories and experiences of members, their
ways of life, changes they have witnessed etc.
We are still in need of help, particularly people
with specific interests and skills in areas that
might appeal to our members. We are also
looking for lunchtime cooks and volunteer
drivers who will transport members from their
homes to Kelsall. We also desperately need
volunteers for the Helsby and Tarporley
services so if you are in any way interested in
giving some of your time to our members ,
most of whom live alone, please ring Anne
Greenshields on 07851 253587

Cricket club seeks new players
The 2011 season began at the end of April and
practice nets are run on Thursday nights. If
you are interested in playing in Sunday
matches, mid-week games on Tuesdays or
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attending nets, please contact Martin Bolton
(01829 752092) or Robert Lewis (01829
751541). We are excited about the new season
following both our success last year in
winning the mid-week league and also the
glow from England retaining the 2010 Ashes.
There are plenty of opportunity for new
players.

Our electric car club will cut
motoring costs

Crowds cheer our new car at the opening of the recreational field

Our lovely blue Nissan Leaf zero emission
electric car is now available to hire for several
hours or just 15 minutes at a time. The car is
located in the new pavilion and is very cheap
to hire – just £4.25 an hour plus 5p a mile –
but there are NO fuel costs. The car is lovely
to drive, very nippy when needed, and will do
115 miles on a full charge if you drive in an
economical manner. It has five doors and seats
five adults comfortably.

The luxurious interior of our Nissan Leaf

Booking can be made online or via phone 24
hours a day and 365 days a year. The car
comes complete with instructions and roadside

assistance and SATNAV and AC. Members
who join receive a card which entitles them to
drive any car in the UK that belongs to the
Commonwheels network (with whom we have
agreed a franchise). Full details are on our
www.goingcarbonneutral.co.uk/join-our-carclub/ or by calling Commonwheels on 0845
602 8030
Going Carbon Neutral Project invests
£400k in village renewables and car
In the past few months the Going Carbon
Neutral Project (part of the Parish Council) has
spent over £400,000 of grants on community
projects – the new pavilion and electric car
with Podpoint charger plus PV solar panels
and control systems for the new school roof.
We also used some of the DECC grant to
finance £20,000 of repairs and insulation to the
school roof and financed the production of a
film entitled 'Letters from the Future' made by
4 young people from the village which has
recently been shorlisted for the Coop film
festival. Full details are on the
www.goingcarbonneutral.co.uk website.
AHSRA – Become a 'Friend' of our field

The Ashton Hayes Sportes and Recreation
Association has formed a new group called
“Friends of the Field (FoF)” to offer support
in maintaining these wonderful facilities and to
organise village events and generate new funds
to purchase additional equipment. We are also
asking you to put forward your wish list of
what you would like to see provided. It is our
intention to circulate a quarterly “e” News
letter.'Friends' subscriptions are £20 per family
per annum and members will be entered into a
quarterly draw for a £25 token for use at the
village shop. It is also hoped to shortly add
further benefits. Please become a FoF and if
you are a UK tax payer (we are a registered
Charity) ask for a Gift Aid form when paying.
Contact: donald@rowntreehome.co.uk or call
him on 01829 759173
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Forty years of teaching dance
2011 is a celebratory year for Janis Anderson
who has taught dance in Ashton and the
surrounding area for 40 years. As someone
who has lived and worked in the village for
many years she has taught several generations
of girls and boys to dance. They have, through
her, had the opportunity to enjoy music and
dance, to develop their skills and confidence,
keep fit and healthy and make lifelong
friendships.
The school has recently expanded and now
Janis and her daughter Jennie, also a qualified
dance teacher, offer both ballet and modern
dance classes. In 2011, as in other years, the
exam results were excellent with 100% pass
rates in both ballet and modern dance. Once
again there is a Summer School running for
anyone interested and for information contact
Jennie on 07734853336

Church Roof ……..lead stolen
You may well be aware that our Church ,
together with Christleton and Tarvin have very
recently had lead stolen from the roof and
much damage done as a result. The cost of
repair and replacement to our Church will be
considerable and at best is going to be £1,500,
maybe more depending on the decision of the
insurers. This costs comes on top of all the
other expenditure the Church is faced with
currently and it is understandably causing
concern and anxiety for those who use and
value our local Church .
This is a heartfelt plea to all villagers to be
vigilant about strangers or anyone behaving in
a suspicious way around the vicinity of the
Church. If in doubt please contact the Police.
There is also a request for donations of any
size , to contribute to this repair work. Every
little helps and you are asked to give as
generously as possible. Conatct Diane
Eldridge on 01829 751282 or Ron Salisbury
on 01829 759442.

Result of the Special Prize Draw
The Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation
Assosciation Prize Draw was made at the
official opening of the recreation ground on
July 3rd. The winning ticket was drawn by the
Lord Mayor of Chester, Mrs Eleanor Johnson.
The prize, one weeks free accommodation in
an apartment in Southern Spain with
Macdonalds Resorts was won by Mr and Mrs
Whittingham of Old Hall Court, Ashton
Hayes. The proceeds of the ticket sales, £1,636
will be shared by Ashton Hayes Childrens
Playground and Macmillan Cancer Support,
each receiving £818. Our thanks to Ashton
Football Club for donating the prize and
thanks to all those who bought tickets .
Around Ashton is produced on behalf of the Parish
Council for the benefit of all residents, clubs and
societies. Full details of the Parish Council Meetings,
Agendas, Minutes and other activities can be found on
our website at www.ashtonhayespc.co.uk.
We welcome feedback and our meetings are open to
everyone. They nornally take place on the second
monday of every month (except August) and start at
8pm in the Parish Rooms. Check website for details
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