
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHTON HAYES PARISH COUNCIL –– held 
on Monday 19th January 2009  – 8.00pm in Ashton Hayes Parish Rooms, 
Ashton Hayes, Cheshire. 
 
PRESENT:  Mrs P Tilley (Clerk),  Mr J Auckland-Lewis (Chair), , Mrs L Strudwick, 
Mr T Scadeng, Mr G Charnock and Mr H Deynem.   
 
ALSO PRESENT:  5 members of the public.  
 
 

152 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Mr D Lee, Mrs D Stubbs, Mr R Holland, 
Cllr A Garman, Cllr E Johnston and Clerk. 
 

153 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Mrs Pauline Tilley declared an interest in the following items: 
 
Personal Interest in Muir Housing 
Prejudicial Interest in Caretaker Issues. 
 

154 MINUTES 
 
Minutes from the meeting held on 8th December were accepted  as a 
true record with a minor amendment in item 138: 
 

155 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
A member of the public raised concern over the allocation of time for 
Public Speaking.   
 
A few members of the public concern over the lack of Grit Bins in the 
parish.  It was reported that some residents of Foxhunter Close and 
Vicars Close felt that they were housebound during the recent Icy 
Conditions due to the lack of available rock salt.   
 
RESOLVED:   
 

(1) The Parish Council agreed to contact Cheshire West and 
Chester following Vesting Day to request that additional Grit 
Bins are provided. 

 
(2) The Parish Council also agreed to include in their annual 

activities calendar, checking of the levels of rock salt in all the 



Grit Bins during the Autumn  months. 
 

156 WAR MEMORIAL REFURBISHMENT 
 
Mr Auckland-Lewis reported that he was now close to receiving three 
estimates for the refurbishment of the War Memorials. 
 
 

157 FINANCE 
 
The Council approved the following expenditure for the month of 
January 2009. 
 
 

158 INCOME 
 
The Council  received the following receipts 
 
University College Chester – Hire of Parish Rooms on 20th November 
for 4 hours at £20.00 
 

159 2009/10 BUDGET 
 
Via the Chairman, the Clerk submitted a proposed Budget for the 
Parish Council for the financial year 2009/10. as listed. 
 
RESOLVED:  Members received the budget and agreed the amounts.  
 

160 2009/10 PRECEIPT 
 
Via the Chairman, the Clerk submitted various options for the Parish 
Council’s 2009/10 Precept.  These options were based on the 
previously submitted budget. 
 
Following discussion it was agreed to increase the parish council’s 
precept from £9,047.00 for 2008/09 to £9,626.52. 
 
RESOLVED:  The Clerk to inform Chester West and Chester Council 
of their decision.  
 

161 PLANNING 
 
Prior to the meeting, a planning application for Ashton Nursery had 
been received.  Mrs Stubbs and Mr Lee undertook a site visit to the 
Nursery on behalf of the Parish Council and following this the Parish 
Council had no observations. 



 
RECEIVED: 
 
08/1992/FUL – 65 Peel Crescent.  Mr Humphreys.  New block paving 
on driveway.  Mr Scadeng to comment on this application. 
 
TARVIN SANDS FISHERES 
 
Members of the Parish Council raised concern over the amount of 
ground works that is currently being undertaken at the Fishery.  It was 
requested that the Clerk would enquire with the City Council to the 
amount of soil that should be excavated. 
 
RESOLVED:  The Clerk to determine the measure of scope of work in 
progress compared with the original application. 
 
PEEL HALL – DIVERSATION OF PEEL HALL 
 
Mr Auckland-Lewis agreed to undertake a site visit with Officers from 
County Footpaths so that they can hear the Parish Council’s concerns 
over the proposed diversion of the footpath at Peel Hall.  Councillor 
Garman offered his support to the parish council if required. 
 
 

162 PROPOSED RECREATIONAL FIELD 
 
The meeting was suspended 
 
A member of the public raised concern relating to a notice that has 
recently been posted in Willow Hayes seeking land for  `Lawful 
Development` for allotments.   The notice was requesting that anyone 
wishing to object change of use of the field from agriculture to 
allotment colony should contact Chester City Council by 29th August 
2009.   
 
The meeting was resumed. 
 
 
RESOLVED:  Following the meeting being resumed Mrs Tilley agreed 
to contact Chester City Council’s Planning Department and speak to 
the Officer concerned. 
 
Mr Auckland-Lewis confirmed that the sale for the proposed field in 
Ashton Hayes is ongoing.    Mrs Strudwick asked whether the Amenity 
Sub Committee had considered any fund raising and it was confirmed 
that none had been considered to date.   



 
RESOLVED:  Members requested that a meeting takes place shortly 
with the Parish Council and the Ashton Hayes Sports and Recreation 
Association. 
 
  

163 COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
It was reported that the Community Shop project is progressing well 
and the Steering Group will be applying for a grant to over the legal 
proceedings costs shortly.  It was also reported that public awareness 
exercises were in progress and a mail out requesting residents to 
donate their time and cash is currently being prepared. 
 
Members were made aware that the legal fees for the project will be 
approximately £600.00.  At its November meeting, the Parish Council 
already agreed to donate £200.00 towards publicity and printing costs 
for this project. 
 
Mr Charnock reported that a London firm of Solicitors had offered free 
legal advice to the Going Carbon Neutral Project and he would 
ascertain if they would be willing to help with the legal issues for this 
project.  He confirmed that the Going Carbon Neutral Project requires 
a “Hub” in Ashton Hayes and the shop would be an ideal location.  
Funds would be available for this “Hub” and already two expressions 
of Interests have been received from interested parties. 
 
 

164 RURAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN ASHTON HAYES 
 
Via the Chair, the Clerk reported had included it under Projects  as she 
was unsure where to locate the discussion topic relating to the 
potential rural affordable housing in Ashton Hayes on the agenda.  
She reported that placing this item under the heading “Projects” was 
not meant to mislead anyone.  Members felt that this was misleading 
even though there was no intention meant. 
 
It was therefore agreed to include this item under General Issues for 
discussion in future. 
 
Members agreed that todate, there was no knowledge that the parish 
actually requires affordable housing and that they are still awaiting the 
final results from the Parish Plan questionnaire.  Certain members of 
the Parish Council confirmed that they have received  a questionnaire 
from CW&C and this mechanism may identity any need.  Before the 
Parish Council would debate the need for affordable housing in Ashton 



Hayes, members felt that an independent/non political Feasibility 
Study was needed. 
 
 

165 GENERAL ISSUES 
 
PARISH PLAN 
 
It was confirmed that the Parish Council and members of the Parish 
Plan Steering Committee are to meet on Wednesday 4th February 
2009 at 7.30pm in the Parish Rooms for a general update discussion. 
 
Mrs Strudwick requested that the Parish Council replaces her as the 
Parish Council’s Representative on the Parish Plan Steering Group.  
Mr Scadeng agreed to attend the next meeting only on her behalf. 
 
GOING CARBON NETURAL PROJECT 
 
Mr Charnock updated Members on the latest newsletter that was being 
circulated.   
 
AWAY DAY 
 
Mrs Tilley raised the matter of the annual Parish Council Away Day 
and Mr Charnock informed Members that Mrs May had offered their 
conference room.  Mr Charnock offered to organise the refreshment 
for the day and all Members agreed to set a date for a Saturday 
between February and the end of March. 
 
PARISH ROOMS 
 
Mr Scadeng agreed to undertake an external appraisal of the Parish 
Rooms and obtain the necessary quotations for the remedial work. 
 
NOTICE BOARD 
 
It was reported that the Notice Board outside the Parish Rooms was 
leaking. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
 
Poles Holes in Ashton Lane were reported as some are quite 
dangerous.  The Clerk to forward the details on to County Highways. 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE 
 



Mr Garman reported via the Chair that the Christmas Tree outside the 
Golden Lion that is still in position will be removed and disposed 
shortly. 
 
THE MEETING WAS SUSPENDED. 
 
A member of the public reported that a Fir Tree outside Mr Lewis’ 
house was almost across the neighbouring footpath. 
 
It was also reported that a Beech Tree on the grass verge in Church 
Road opposite the school was in need a being pruned. 
 
THE MEETING WAS RESUMED. 
 

166 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Monday 2nd February 2009 -  8.00pm 
 

167 PART II 
 
Appointment of Parish Street and Amenity Cleanser 
 
Resolved: 
 

(1) Members confirmed the update for the application 
 

 
…………………………………………  Signed. 
 
 
…………………………………………Date 
 
Meeting finished at 9.45pm 


